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| Hélexi woke me at a quarter of seven to begin my big day, and Itried

to slip quiefly from the bed so as not to wake Lyndon.  But he did aWakeh; _

.~ and he talked so sweef:ly and so s>a:dly-a.bout my going and being away fora 7 =

week or so that it ga.ve‘.m'e' a pang and I wondered if I was being selfish to want

to insulate myself in silence and nature and solitude and leave the endless =

.p roblems behind for awhile,

- I Went in to kiss Luci goodbye. As I leaned over to put my face on'hezf- |

AT

velvet cheek I heard the little tinkle of Him's tags on his collar, He had spent .

i went in and kissed Lynda, Idid no_{t ask what her plan.s Wef‘e- I; did‘nlc')t o ‘
wé.nt to kr;bw, because what 1 aqn't khow I can#ot ivn-adverte-xlqtnlvy letisl‘ip.A At. 22,
_with helxn" svdund ‘chlarac'te'r_, gbod'.he_a_.'rt, goc.’d_ jvudgme:n‘t, ' it..'s tifne shé sta?ts ;fnakixxg
-her own decisioné. If the press cuté hér ué'{cl\her fighfing, for whatev.er.privacy
she can gét; she.'llhave to lisf;e with thét'_tdo.. - |

And then Ilw.a.lk_'ed out a-t 15’m.i.r'1uvtes past eight. Iwas at Natic;hal to jdi‘n__

Liz and a s‘malli party of about 9 on the JetStar and we were airbornea little past

' 8:15 with a good breakfast served on board and the fullest agenda of any daY'.of

the year,.

- On the way, I read my speeches -~ 5 of them -- over several times and

r

the brieﬁng on every stop in Omaha, We arrived practically on time/Offutt

- Air Force Base -- the new center of SAC. And th‘eAre...;af the foot of the plane *.;vai.'s o

t

;e



Wednesday, June 15,1 1966

- fall of '56. TI'll always remember him walking bouncily along withowt purchases

V-v‘.cxouldha_.vé : C SRR AR R E e s

'THE WHITE HOUSE |

WASHINGTON

[

Page 2 = . .

L Governoi' F;fank Morrison and pretty Mrs. Morrison »and Mayor and Mrs.

A. W. Sorensen of Omaha and General and Mrs, Na.zzaro, Vice Commander -

of._SAC, and lom and behold, Colonel Bill‘Reynoldsvwho had been with us on .« . L.

‘ thaf hapbiest of all vacations when —Lirndon took rne to Paris to NATO in ﬁhe

Y

. from a ﬂeg/market vew %rass bedwarmer on its long stick,._%nd'Eloise's huge = ... .

Lgdite lavabo,\ lookdd‘%st as though this was the most pleasant duty any officer . ..v=l.v -

Useeing Bill was a good augury for the day to me. It was bound tobe a -

-. good daygw He showed me a picturé of old Ft. Crook taken at the t;ir-g of.-the SRR . s

[P

century showing it as’'a barren prairie. But those early officers éhd soldiers -- tie

bless them -- had been tree-planting folks and now q‘;heré were winding streets

lined with huge elm s and pleasaht green lawns and 61d—fashioneci red;bfick _

houses with which had been combined the great expansions of the jet age as

* it became the .headquarters_ for SAC,

Then we went pastthe Strategic Air Space Museum -- a 10—acre'6utdoor
site, ' And there ,_wef'e p_av.rkedv missles and aircraft that had been uéed by
SAC in it’s twenty year history. It must be a very mecca for little boys that

like and idehtify airplanes and for all those who Would remember ither‘ri from

/. ' 0 | . . . .
past combatsAJust'as though it were people/\as Lyndon and some of those who

. . Siwcase
were with him talked about ths ''Spacs',

: _'._Atlith_e end‘l‘ of the tour I went to the lawn in front of the SAC ;:_Ir;Ea.,'dqua‘.'r‘ters:‘ -

for the welcoming ceremony, We looked out on a beautiful rolling verdent
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countryside. v An'dithévre were é.bout 3,000 se%vicemen énd their fafnilies -— , o
alllv the:chiil'dren in f;*.ont of éoﬁrse. And it W;s here, I'b_eliﬁ}e', that the _éhafm
of the day first toak hold of me. One wfiter des%:ribed it: "It wa§ a day of -
flov;ers.and flags, bands and balloons, cameras and kids, gifts and gréetiﬁgs,-
and'gqxgeous surrimer;iype weather., " B |
.. oBill ﬁeynolds; General Nazzarok, Mayor Sorensen and Governor Morr_ison -- g
all,made‘;brief-_rema.rks.;, - : 'v o | ST g - )

: The wind ﬁé’fgmlght off 'the‘pra‘.ivrie..‘ A#d sudc;lenly' -

 right behind me was a ».wild' clatter. I knew. some of the flags on st_éﬁdards behind .

~me had gone over ina gu.;tl of wiﬁd; I jumpéd butvwas.p;:oud‘. ofmyselfmtm for

not turning around. And with military discipline, the speaker Went"i-ight on.

PSS ON

-

It's on times like this on platforms that I really know what bo'uciueis are
good foru) f(lso programs -- also purses. They are useful to cover your knees
‘in this day of incredibly short skirts.

Our few words were‘mo‘stly of praise for the so.meone - or many
someone.s. -~ who ﬁéd the fo;-esight to plant these trée;&reanrs aﬁgo,_ﬂ to those
_service peopie who 'thogght that home is not a pla?:e back over -bthe‘ hill ‘behirid '
us. It is wherevér_ we are. AndI am vthri‘lled to pay tribute’ to the thousands
of peopi‘e‘ over the 'y.ea..rls v,vi'xo ha.vg'ma.dé Offutt fheir home and 1eft it a little n%ore - |

I
lovelier every time,

© And then I planted a two-year old seedling from the Johanuincy Adams
(ﬂ American elm that grows'on the White House lawn. Iam beg}inning' to think that o
that tree is inighh{pfolific! 1 hope_ there is just one left for the Ranch of the

Johnson City house, . A . ‘ ' - : S L
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And then suddehly the SAC band struck up "America', and Mrs. Frank

Morrison in a beautiful voice began to sing. I lifted my head ix and ‘;joined'

her as I contirmed shoveling in a few more spades full of dirt. And all the kids

in the cro vd were s1ng1ng too. 'And there was one of those rare moments of .
enchantment when you feel that yaukwexxwoax youre one with all those around you.

Iam a sucker for thet song. Ihave to blink back the tears because ‘the words of

it come stra1ght out of my heart.

4 'I_‘hen I went around the -crowd Shaking hands with as many of the people

- ‘as I could reach, "'srniling, .calling greetings, There are the most wonderfull

s1ghts you see in crowds like th1s. Once there was six 11tt1e g1r1s -~ I could

S P s S GO SR ST R e . i [Rouel

. . Simma s {f;,t

_ ha.rdly beheve 1t -- all dressed a.hke in blue. I d1dn't know whether it was a
school uniform ofwhat, I a.sked and one of the little girls said, "We're sisterS. "y
. I hugged the smallest one.

* The Texans always identify themselves. Then everywhere I meet som_ eone

who was a good friend of someone I know,

And then we were back into the car, I rode with Mayor =z and Mrs.
Sorensen and the Governor. And I learned from them how the Mayor had
proposed a bond issue to combat thelselutien of the Missouri River,ggome
75 years ago when the packing houses -- Omaha's most important industry I
gathered -- bu'ilt their plants right along the River so they could‘use it as a sort
of a sewer in which to pour all 'the‘ refuse from their Business. The bond issue

prov1des for a chem1ca1 treatment of this refuse before it is put into the river. .

It sounded 11ke a good step forward, though I don't know eha-rn 1s Just pa111at1ve S

or cure,’
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And theﬁ the Ma;y.c)r tqla rh_e about his‘béefa,tion éle?t” “which a.ttefnpte'd' |
fo enlist thé ardeﬁt 4"coopératiqn (;f ev;er’yboxdy Wh;) worked for.t‘he.City - "some.
2,000 ér SO -~ td dging'a betfe_r.;iob c%)f maintaining é.ﬁd Beautifyixiqg:‘ Omahé, --to ; -

. create'é.‘s'piri..t of'vte"arr'lwo‘rk a..m>ong them. And through their exa.mf:le and o
. leadersl;ié—to create a sort o.fl~y=éasvt.' _thét mighf work:throulgh thé. whoigpopula.ti’on"-".f
" of Om‘éha. ' N | |
‘We put the Eop éf the »éar. dbw!_ri. Ther_e were 'cei'ta_inly no gféé.t maées of . . ..

_ .Peoﬁle t'o'rr‘xeef me. ,h~But'.c§n the -qtﬁér hand'there 'wervé. proBablY as f%aaﬁY vas' 'gree‘t' e
‘a lot of foreign Ehiéfs éfvSta',te"bbn‘ our Washington parades.A .

- We ’went.-to t.h'é-r.Asse_.mb'lyrr Hal_l in,,_.do'wnt;wn Omaha. »'The-_r'e_were a{)-m.;.t‘ o ECTRT I
i~ ~ 600 Om aﬁa Citfe_mployees’ inclu-ding.fh e street"cleafner's. My me’ésagé Wé.s. |

totai;}y_soft-éell -~ a rhemory of Omaha wiﬁning‘ the Nafional Ciear;eét£ fi‘0wn
‘ trdéhy - pfaise ‘for what they were vdo_in,lg, .remi‘l;lding blthat'béa..uty is r.eally'
e'veryo‘ne-s' bu.sine».ss, ,a.n‘dv a word about Lyndon. \l'ngh 'standa.‘f:ds. of pui:;lic se r_wfice N
“are very impoftant to the P_resident,- a.hd I }cnow he will' be proﬁd to hear .df this -
remari{able érogram when I get hvom‘e' to tell him about it. He askéd meA'to"bring.
‘eé.ch of ybu his greetings and best wishes, ’
Aiways in e%rea;y speecvh I say ‘s»omethi‘r'xg like that because that is. why I
am there 1"ho'stly.: - o | | | |
: 'IhebI Mayor presented me with a paihting-'bym a Neb;aska artist -- a-
'ty'piéal Nebraska fa.rm‘ scene, the artist e#plained.' 1 liked it, both.for-ti;e day

o and for the painting itself.
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And then at 10:20, right on.tilme, Iwas ‘onx my way héading for ""Boys
wan”, once more with the Governor as my guide. -
Here M‘on.vsigvxio,r,AW.agnor.met us and ga.ve us a four thrbugh the groimds,;
telling u'.'; that about 900 boyé of_a.ll faiths aﬁd ba’ckgroupds live .'here.b. .They_f_,‘
come'a:s ;ouz;g as. lv(')-y‘earvs bld'on up to v16_"and stay untii tfxéy #re 18, exc‘eptf‘,.-.. -;».~,-:; fo
of course for the di:op-ogts. |
It is his unha.ppy'job to .chbose' ffofn 3, 000 or so “a,pplicaﬁ'ts ‘lthey get each
MMV 4

year, the 200 or so that they are able to take in, He proudly told me that[_hey

MM;’&C

- had boys from|all walks of 11fe, every professmnx -- doctors, lawyers, b1g

,.
R -
i

) ) bus1ne_s‘sm en -- about a.s,v,l:;_;gh a.wperg'ggg:_ _g_f”.successe§,‘;_as_>there would,b_e, in the
“— - average Ihiéh s.chool claés. The aiurﬁni ‘ofBoys .Town kegp in touch;n'df gét. .
toge'ther 1n New York' or Séa;tle, whvereverylife fook them, and every féw_y;:aré
there Wei‘e big reunid;is right here at Boy:;.v Town which gi‘eat numbers of the
alumni return.

He was full of his subject in that extraordiné.fy way that Cath‘olic” prie-sts. -
often haye.. They éornetimeg make me thiﬁk\the};"would have maaé good as
adverti#iﬁg éxecutiyes too, |

He said the famous Father Flanig;.n who started Boys TQWh ‘h.ad gfeat
faith in éévihe proviéencé, as he put.it, and had gdtten' ﬂ“lé schédl planned and
obligated to expand to some astfoﬁom_icall;)r high ﬂguré. And _thén Fa_.tﬁer

: . . : Lo ' ' '
Flanigan died leaving him, his successor.to execute these ambitious plans --
) v :

r—

‘_a ' somehow it had all come out all right._‘ L
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After’we had toured the grounds -- mthe: dormit_oriee and bdngalo_we :
where the boys of varioﬁe agee lived and the staff iuooses - and ;r.ery'beao.tifu‘l o
groor}de'._ﬁh.ey were vafndv so well kept; And the reguler high-school and the _ .
vocational s'chool. And I‘kept on telling‘the. _I\/llonsignor//ir'x‘ ‘i:he \}ocationaIASChool_« T
I hope they had some sor t of 2 course in"nursez? work: that might lead to job s :

in Park maintenance or'highway beautifications. And he kept on seenoing to .

think that I was only referring to how well they kept the grounds there, which P

was quite true,

. And then 'when the tour ended a lot of very" delightfo.l things ha.ppened all -+

TR N P N

o qulteq}nckly' '1 1 was eeeorted to an honor guard formed by Boys Town hlgh R
| F& ‘school sEudents, up a ;jed e}arpet to.a ,speaker's platform where e. i-e:i coated,' - '
freckled faced, very seriousbyoung fna.n about 9 -~ Ke‘.nneth G'eri'g —'-b:welo.omed ‘
.me to the c1ty' of 11tt1e men a.nd a well done speech W1thout a smgle note. -1
: could ha.ve hugged him \. And then actmg Mayor Patr1ck Coggms, about 16 1
w ould say, -- very handsome p01sed young man -- presentmg me w1th the flrst '
Boys Town’h1gh school d1ploma. ever awefded to a lady. I was rﬁade an
_ honora.ry c1t1zen‘. Thetlittle 0‘11'18 about 4 and 6 a11 dressed up qudered up
‘to the pl‘atform mﬁéé?a’émxx their mother could reach t;hem. | I gave a group
of books -- mostly about the White Hodse -~ one about Lyndon -- t.;o.the. Boye , |
: ‘Town Library". ~=- one of'thefn inslcribed' "With_werro best vﬁsﬁes to each of
you%he prayer the.t you grow up in é;peaceful Am:erica.. "
. ﬁ . | _ | Mopsignor responded. with a prafer for .the P#e sidenl;‘ and his buidens
and a gift for h1m It was a littv:le sﬁatﬁe thatni.s’-a:syrrbxboi‘ of‘Bt.).Ys. fown, ‘«"'",V"

‘a youngster carrying his small brother in the motto, "No mister, he's'act . .
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heavy, he's my brothér. "
And thgz{ there was a bit of laugvhi.:ver.v Iwas pres'e’nted with a donkéy' -
brogght,ﬁp to me .by two young Arg_bside.n‘ts of Boy‘g To;wn -- both Texans. He
was a‘svolemn,v amiable. lookiné do_n‘key,‘ and he actﬁally had bangs. Fortuna.tely |
I didn'tk ,héve to,,carryé.s:g,.him'ba.ck‘c')n_the plahe with me, . Hé'_had been given .. -
. to Preéident 'frur_ﬁan -- he had b.ee_n‘given to all_ of the viisitors i‘;vho had come.
_Ma.y_bq even to Luci wheﬁ she came during ‘thé_ c:larnnpa:ign.' But he Was; always -
allowed to remain here at hi's. home in Boy‘sv Town.
-  The famoug choir of Boys Town sang two beautiful nu.mbers; 'an“d_ 1 weﬁt f

_over to thapk them. There were earnest, good young faces. Ikept on thinking

- N L P el

o this is grea.t,‘ I 1(_)ve it. It very probab.l_.y“mevans ia cons&uctive »future'forv the
200 ;;vho get in each ygé.r. But what »of.:th.e other 2800 who doln'tg

And then i_t. was time‘tq go. And on the way out, .I ask'e.d' the. Monsignor
to tell me somethiﬁg achut what happened to'?the'boys‘wilenvtheﬂr léé.ve. Well,';
about 60 percent of thern go into the service. Aﬁd‘there are ple.n(':.y of jobs‘
waitiﬁg for those who hav'é. been piepéred in the \/;ocational scﬁools. .'Ihdustry
is m ost cooperative . There is '.no scarcity of oi:portunity for therh, and é;,ch
one i_s‘guic'ie;d.ivnto a job} and-‘a srﬁallér pe;\rgentagé goes on.to college. How, I |
didr,l,t get to hear b-ecause by .this‘j timé_wé were at the gate and it was time to-
séy goddbye. | | |

And then the Governor and I had about a 'So;mﬂe drive from Boys Town
o to the_Capital of.Nebr'aska. - Li.ncql'nr -- w_hiéh had been sétt.léd vb'efcére th é' |
| Civil Wa.r.but;. was renamed a.ftér Civil war, after President Linc;ol:n. |

We rode on Highway .80. - It m already showed the marks 6£-1andscaping. :
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There were groupings of young treés I did not recdgnizé, 'some a silvery gray
green -~ so pretty. I wished I knew what they were, So‘njnet;imje the banks of the

road were covered with rather tall-growing plants with yellow blooms., Thew.. ....!

Governor told me it was clover. And then in the median strip there would be

low—grov;)ing white-and pink clover and fields ofdavender which he said was - -

alfalfa,

The most thrilling sight of all were the fi_c‘e}ds_.‘of:wheat WaVing in the

wind like an ocean reaching on across the horizon as far as you could see

sometimes, It was a rich country, The farm houses looked well-képt'-- places =
. i \ . : :
CLANS _ : ‘

s -you-could love. -Lasked him. how.much/sold for hers,.2nd he said.about $500 ., i une .

per.acre wéy out in the country or maybe $1000 as you nea:ec_i town.

It w#s just about my favorite pa.ri: of the day.<- =

- He used an intebresting‘exprevssion, .”Th.e Sta.fe s'leét ﬁof'.30 y'ears”‘, and
another qhe when I a‘skevd h1m how.hé became intére‘stled in cvonsbervva.tion. And
he saia,- 'V'Well, I had géne'through the dust bowl period, " Hls father had died
when he was 2-1 /2 Ayeal"s olci and_nhé had a prett*f hard time grOWing ﬁp vﬁéh ﬁi s |
mother makihg a living in Kansa$ and in Nebraska, The dusf. bb-;ﬂ yeafs would
shock anybody into thinking about it. | |

We reached the Governor's mansion almost on time right after noon,

~ Am azingly enough, . a very southern, white-columned Georgiah house, handsome,

dignified -- right across from the Capitol building which has a gold dome with

~ a statue poised on top of the sea¥ -- a figure of a man spreading seed.
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-The Governor told me th;t the sta.t.ué.‘hé.,ci beén pu?:t‘up _ﬁheré a.fter the
gold dome. ha%i been. .c.qmplet_ed and th.er.e Qas quite a feat -- engineering wise == . .
, to get th’i.s figu're) which weighedfseyeral to.n’s)and_ had to be 'ba;lanc.:'e'a, “pc‘>isedy )
atop the’ dom e. )
1 Wént in jufl‘cfﬁg er_;ough‘tbj‘ff’e Shen up and then' quickly"to the;' Cérnhuskér‘:
_ Hotel -- well na.-m;a_d.‘-.l love the name.s'I come.across in lqoking at 1.theb map‘_.. -
on the wé.y. YTI:xe;lg_ i\_;g_e_gmq_seve:'ral_;,_» Red Cloud, Broken Arrow; ‘m.a._ny .;Hat sho;ﬂ
an Indian‘ h.:er.itlage.‘ A

And at the Cornhusker Hotel there was the main meeting of the dé.y - L

It was a part of a day-long séssion. ‘Opening talks in the m.'orning. Vf-}xree WOrlk-il' e

s‘hops in the aftAer‘ncivon, thg luncheon with several speeches. I.Wa.s".on‘e of them‘.‘ -

| There we'rle é,bqut 450 community leaders pfesent; ' theA‘_G‘O\.rierAnorls '

Council to Kee.:piAmerica Beautiful sp()nséred'?he meet;irx.g aléng With the Game
~and Soil aﬁd Water .C.Ivon'omissAiOns and .the' Nebréska Roads Departmént' 'é.nd Di\:rision'
of Resources, |

Mrs. Leslie-Ar_lderso‘n' of Omaha was th;a Aspar_kplug of thé day l--gathered. -
It isi a éonservativg Staf;é on which the real _préssure of uibé.n living‘ has not ’yet‘
- made the dent it haé ;1n the crowded gést. And so quite naturally, litter p’r‘ebvention
was the key of the.dé.y. Itts the‘lea'st controve-rs.i_a..l. A soré of' opening wedge
to all the thirigs that cc;me latér; I Qas famishedf The lﬁhcﬁeéﬁ wa's‘goociv. .
The room;wasl hot," F'My. épeech was. far to‘o."long_:I fhdught. - Butl gave 'i't my |

best, still running on the high octane feeling I had gotten in the early morning

. ';;,_v_;__vh.en 1landed at Offutt Air Force Base and saw Bill Reynolds and heard "America. .
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: Mostly, my speech was pra,ise__Q,f Nebraska -~ the big sky country --

' underhmng some headlmes of the past. year in the battles of beauty the dedication-»-

of Rger.e» glaza in New York the wotrk we had _done in Washmgton, 400 000 flowenng
. /&',, oo l?) L
bulbs in the Parks and roadmdeqﬂ#p&@@-shrube and 5 000 trees, school ground £

———e e A
-~ -d- eSS

beaut1f1cat1on in Wash1ngton, and ment19n of the Youth Conference in Washmgton

on Nat_ural Beauty ‘just 10 days g,g __Actually later on I m et two'of the

j-_delegatesto it What we could hepe- for —from the nghway Beauuﬁcatmn Act

!

'And a salute to Nebraska for begmnmg Arbor Day -~ the most popular of !
N . ,i
e

, beauufxcataon mst1tut1ons. . And_ thenraghgggf a. challenge to,them -,-,,th,e1r--~.~- e

,\‘_/:;.M;,‘."centenrnal year -~ 1967 -- to make their State,. Wthh is'the passage way between z
‘the crowded Eastern seaboard and the vacation land of the'\r/est, .to' become f |
‘more andim ore a place tg___'go_pt_g‘a'sv__well as through vs}hen it's scenic and hlstorio o
features are wis’elykdeveloped. 'l‘:here' is the Oregon Trail and th.e‘ Mormon ’Trai‘l '
and the route of the Lewis f(nd Clark expeditlon “and the Nioprara River in the
Sand Hill country, and many inviting sounding. places. |
It seem ed interminable but I felt I did it fai_rl;r well,
And I was glvena charm -- the outlme of the State of Nebraska -~ with
. b :
a litle diamond at_Lincoln, 'gkxx Mrs. Anderson of the Beaut1f1cat1on Comm1ttee
- And then when the luncheon was over the Gove rn'or and I and Mrs.
Morrison whom‘ I admire more 'every time I see her went_out. 'tob s.tand in line

~ to say "hello" to all the delegates. ,it-»is:a_ symptom of the West -~ their people

are not crowded -- the receiving lines linger and everybody' has something to say...
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,,,;.__".:."_::;4;\&’2’113.(1_.3.&. np on the__back seat,

_to the Mansion in time for a good hours rest before the Nebraska.Lahd‘Days

2 Par’a"de.‘ f"i_‘.*.f_ B Wl LT e NS w..'f o :_... PR o R ‘v R N ~ [H T

‘around the Mansion to serenade us. . I knew just the Governor's predicament.
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Th_ere.' were only 500 of them but it v;/en't slowly. I was the one who had wantea - _
it, I do enjoy it, ‘but I began to realiie about 2/3 of thé way through' that I wé.s
bone tired.

- There are always interesting moments. There was the girl who knew

Karnack and daddy's store and the brick h_ouse} and the youngsters that I would

-

-see in 10 &ays,at the National Youth Conference)" .ﬁe‘-Garden Club.lady I had' SRS

met at-Jackson Hole, _ - . ' . | R

| ~ Finally about an hour behind schedule we left the Cornhusker and returned-

‘
1o bemeni e

A,

1 simply merged into the sheets and turned into a vegefablé with no feelings -
or plans.

~ And then it was time to go to the Nebraska ’Land Parade -- a ‘sort of

pageant of history.

I put on my bright red suit and my most enthusiastic smile and started out

the door. . There were 330 girl Staters in convention in Lincoln who had assembled

l

- They had petitioned him to put me on their program. "He couldn't squeeze me in,

This was his sugéestiOn and a gbod one.

‘ They sang patriotic songs el"llding with 'fBéautifui Neb‘ra‘;.ska.". It was the
first tirﬁé'l had heard il;, and it wa.s a cieli'ghtfully tuneful sﬁng.' kThanks, héndsha.ke"s-‘
wa.\'rés, ,aﬁd,?hen i.r"lto; an open coﬁvertible _‘purfsued by the 'p‘.ress, car. |

They soon asked us -- theGovernor and Mrs. Morrison a.r_id me -- if we
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-We rode through the downstown section of Lincoln, acting as the parade's
grand @arshalf before some 75,000 people, trying to give them what they
4 7 ) : : ) ] ‘ ) .
. gave me: intereét; attention, e}iéitefnent, ‘often a loving greeting, "God - . ..'i

Bless you', "God bless the President'.

It was about that time that Jerry came up to me with word that there ‘

was bad weather between Lincoln and Texas, Iwould either fly back through e

: )
and off_i;hé route lrnilssing it. Or 'spénd the night here. The front would go

through by 3:00 and leavf;g early tomorrow rﬁorning. S -' R "fi .'3 .

a turbulent front or .el'se.go back in the jet to Washington flying high‘ve“nough L -

Mrs, Morrison-rose handsomely to the occasion...-She said it-would be = s, i

noxtrouble at all, please spend the night. I decided I would far rather do that

then be ‘frightened for hours as L'[ha.d.bee'n‘ returning from New York . ._Anc'i if

.. it's Dale's advice, Ihad better take it..

The Governor ledvme’up to the reviewing stand while Mré. Morrison

“went home. to attend to some details, alas, of my stayi'ng.‘

: ‘ ' from . :
For over an hour we watched floats go bymmxiksome 55 communities.

My favorite was a Conestoga wagon pulled by oxen, _ There were Indian dancers

in feather-head-dress "'arid jingling bells up and down their legs and red paint,

And others that didn't need the red paint. R o o :

About 55 com munities had sent iﬁ bands and scores of floats. Remarkably"

enough, many of them related to the water. They had boats, bathing girls, water ;

ski equipments on them, and the Governor t'old me there was a series of lakes

"in Nebraska. How much you can learn about your own country by going to see\.‘




~ this find mefc'ons'tantly hur;gry. ~ - _ . IEEE

- a tomahawk as natural as you pléase.

There were a lot of beautiful horses -~ palomino_s,' paints, every kind -- )

‘and western cloth% from about 1840 to 1966 ver'siozvl.

 Of course the inevitable clowhs thi‘owing candy to the crowd. " One of them

- hit me on fhe head, I promptly p1cked m it up off the ﬂoor and ate 1t.' Days like

And I Qre the stage coachesi. Quite authentic iooking ohes. The Govefnor

assured me they had carried pas{senge}:.rs and mail along the Trail, and they -

- varied from small ones that would hold only about 4 people to great big ones

that would hold about 12, They usually were full of lovely ladies dressed just

like Miss Kitty and there would be a man ridiﬁg shbtgun -- which the Governor

calico and sun bonnets. And all the time there was the constant stream of
people coming up and being introduced or sitting for awhile in the reviewing

stand with us. Three pretty little girls -~ Zeta Tau Alphas -- serority sisters

| of L.ynda of course.

And then a little g1r1 named Lynda. Johnson, aged 6, whose blrthday

'was August 27th -- a blond w1th a top k:not who sat s1lent1y and qu1te p01sed

beside me for ahiix awhile, and we talked_about_ her family and w_h;ch floats

explained to me,\”on top'. And there were several older ladies in quite authentic

. 4“{' o Nt W o . 5l
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- There was a wagon train that had actually come in from across the -
‘prairie from Fairbury along the Oregon Trail/.»with‘ frying pans and coffée ‘ -
- "po,ts' and a big 'va|: to cook beans in, dangiing-frofn the sides. |
And one little Indian about six years old riding bareback witix wasA'swing'ing e




s
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we liked best. Later I heard when' asked if this was the most thrilling thingi

that ever' happened to her, she solemnly shook her head and sa1d ”No". And'

- when asked what it was, she said "When Mom and Pop took me on a vacatmn

i

a very proprietar'y air, grabbed her by the hand and says, "You got to com_e

right now, Mother says so,"

And then Jerry leaned over the railing and‘ said to rne, ‘ "'Mrs.:' Johnsen, S 4

I know I shouldn't tell you this now. There's' been an eccident to Him; H 'I said,

o ',. - \.vv..u— e ey g -
- T i R NSy DU AU APy PO pos

bad 7" "Pretty ba.d " he sa.1d ”And Luci's very much upset. I th1nk you ought

to call her as soon as 'you can."

I knew there was m ore to go through Charléton Heston was gomg to be

given the ''Buffalo Bill Cody Award" for producmg good famﬂy entertal‘nment,

particularly Westerns, And I bhad been asked to stand up as the Govern'er -

presented it to him and say a word of congratulations and cheers. So I couldn't N

go right then,
X Handsome and lean, he came up, I remembered how nice he had been
at the ill- starred Whlte House Festwal of Arts in June of 165 and how I had

enJoyed s1ttmg by him at lunch at the National Gallery of Art. A very

attractive man, '

_ The Governor presented the Award and then they &a us two b1g W‘estern

 hats. I put mine on for the 1nev1tab1e plcture and Charl#ton Heston -= very

.,t(-*< .
q.niﬁﬁ on the uptake -- sa.1d "MrS.‘ Johnson can Just wearhers in parades --1

S~

to Missouri., 'Good sense I thought.' inaz,xl‘vxer little sister ’ Shelly, came up with

: ”No, no, don‘t tell me" - anw angry, ’foohsh outburst And then, "How E

s
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- can u$e mine making fny livizig. "; -He told me he had been out to Viét-—Nam. '
He t‘:houtg_ht our troops wefe v%rondéffﬁl out there and he had ju‘st returned from
speaking Ato a Cha.m ber of Comr.nercl_e group and ‘l':o the PréssA-‘_—- a.ré.ther "‘ A o

: unlikely"a.u.die.nce -_A’{Q §ay 'a, good word about our pfesence in Yiet—Nam in o
this parf of Ame_:‘rica I _eicpect.

I knew I wc;uld continue to be numb untillv it was. appropriate to leave.

- But I did hurry_ it up'.a bit, and"wg léft the stands aboﬁt 6:30._

‘ Bécic at the Mansion I talked to.Luci. She was.c_:rying heart-brokgnlf."

'Oh Mothér; he was juSt out on the lawn chasing a squirrel. Aﬁd ‘oh_.«Mother '

/
¢

S

bﬁt I went upsta.irs‘v toy charigefmy cloth%. And if X hadn't been so lér;-g'”.éhanging' R
my clotis 1 wc;uld.have_béen .ba.ék down there with him 'a'x_;d 1 would have been |
| holdiﬁé h1m ‘and,pettin‘g hirﬁ 'anci 'he wo‘uldn";: ﬁévg i‘»een'killed. " o , . ~
She was incoﬁsolable. Pat was there with .ﬁer.‘ Dear little éirl. 'isdor

all of us. And most of all som éhOW I think of Lyndon. He loved all foﬁr of the
dogs -~ Him 'rnOst; of all. Him had inherited his daddy's quality 6{ kn.o‘.w'ing‘.
when srou’felt bad or worriad aﬁd sticking right by you when yoﬁ're daasdt -- not
demanding é.gy atfention -~ not sayirig ahythiﬁg. But just being there. :
I aéked Luci to‘ tend .to .hér Daddy a.'n.d.com.fort him. She :sai'd, "'th.Mammva., o
I tried. But'y0u know‘_he can't stand érying, and I can‘f stop, " 1‘ told her to go -
ahead and cry it all oﬁt.' - .
Mrs. Morrison came in and gave me/drink. It wasj\‘rer'y_welc‘cl)mev.‘ An'd‘.-.. :'f.
then shé and the Governor were vgoing to a 4dinne‘r in honor of Ma# Cha'.rlet.on .

PR

. Heston at-7:30. But first, we had a plea.sant.,litl;le talk, I _rgally g_‘ot' to ‘vr:eyiew

- m . Ihad juvst seen him when.Iucame'..inl_fr:om_.}a party and iwanted to pay-with hiﬁn , m
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with the Governor what he thought his chances were. And he said we must

understand first that the State is 60 percent Republican and 40 percent' '

Democrat:.c, and it is Just a question of whether the State is mx ready to accept

. : IS 8
someone who wants to move forward.’ They know me for that. And he spoke

of how ‘Curtis had been in office for 28 yearsfand_had done a great.rnany fa;yors -

for people that crossed party lines. He said, howev'er..‘tha.t he had made onan “ioh

average of 500 speeches a year -- every year that he had been Governor. :

And ‘his wife must be a great help. 1 do not think it w111 be easy but I w111 watch

‘with .great interest.

‘I told him how earnestly Lyndon had wanted me to come out here end how T 7

concerned he was about him -- the Governor. And a thousand thanks for a

w'onderfu;l time. o

And then Mrs. Morr1son s0 thoughtfully had me a de11c1ous broiled steak e

and fruit salad brought on a tray to my room. Iatea good dmner and glnto

bed about 8:30, fished some books out of my suitcase. Iwas just finishing :

AMLS
”The Plague" by “and the last of Be{ﬁavens stories "‘ﬁeaded by’“ﬁxe

: nght V1s1tor” -—a wonderful writer, 11tt1e k.nown, that is to me.

And then very_'-ea_rly before 10:00 1 went to sleep thinking it was a different -

world, that I would awake to a different world, There would be a little hole in

it -- a vacant spot -- that Him had filled so warmly, '_




