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H elen  w oke m e at a q u a rter  of s ev e n  to b eg in  m y b ig  day, and I tr ie d  

to s lip  q u ie tly  from  the bed  so  a s  not to w ake Lyndon. But he d id  aw aken, 

and he ta lk ed  so  sw e e tly  and so  sad ly  about m y going and b e in g  aw ay for  a 

w eek  or so  that i t  gave m e a pang and I w ond ered  if  I w a s b ein g  s e l f i s h  to w ant 

to in su la te  m y s e lf  in  s ile n c e  and nature and so litu d e  and le a v e  the e n d le s s  

p r o b le m s behind for a w h ile , ...

, I w en t in  to k is s  L u ci goodbye. A s I lea n ed  over  to put m y  fa c e  on h er  

v e lv e t  c h eek  I h ea rd  the l i t t le  tin k le  of H im 's tags on h is  c o lla r . He had sp en t  

the n ight in  L u c i's  ro o m . He i s  a m o s t  co m fortin g  com panion  and lo v e  is  

b o u n tifu lly  retu rn ed . ... --

I w ent in  and k is s e d  L ynda, I did not a sk  w hat h e r  p lan s w e r e . I d id  not 

w ant to know, b e c a u se  w hat I don't know I cannot in a d v er ten tly  le t  s l ip . A t 22,  

w ith h er  sound c h a r a c te r , good h ea r t, good, judgm ent, i t ’s tim e sh e s ta r ts  m aking  

h er  own d e c is io n s . If the p r e s s  cu ts  h e r  up. her figh ting  fo r  w h a tev er  p r iv a c y  

sh e  can g et, s h e ' l l  have to liv e  w ith  that too.

And then I w alk ed  out at 5 m in u tes  p ast e igh t. I w as at N ation a l to jo in  

L iz  and a sm a ll  p a rty  o f about 9 on the JetS tar and w e w ere  airborrjsa l it t le  p a st  

8:15 w ith  a good b r e a k fa s t s e r v e d  o n b o a r d  and the fu lle s t  agen d a o f an y  day o f  

the y e a r .

On the w ay, I rea d  m y sp e ec h e s  - -  5 of them  - -  over  s e v e r a l  t im e s  and
. . .  ■ ^

the b r ie fin g  on e v e r y  stop  in O m aha. We a r r iv e d  p r a c tic a lly  on t im e / Offutt 

A ir F o r c e  B a se  - -  the new  cen te r  of SAC. And th ere a t the fo o t of the plane w a s
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G overn or F ran k  M o rr iso n  and p retty  M rs. M o rr iso n  and M ayor and M rs ,

A . W. S o ren sen  of Omaha and G eneral and M rs, N a zza ro , V ice  C om m an der  

of SAC, and low  and b eh old , C o lon el B il l  R eynolds who had b een  with, u s on  

that h a p p ie st  o f a l l  v a ca tio n s  w hen Lyndon took m e to P a r is  to NATO in  the

■ I ■' . . .  . :
f a l l  of ‘56 . I ' l l  a lw a y s rem em b er  him  w alking b ou n cily  along w ithowt p u r c h a se s

MEMORANDUM —

Ob . ^
from  a  fle^  m a rk e t , . ,  g r a s s  b ed w arm er on i t s  long stick*— And E lo is e 's  huge

r^t^ite lavab o  look d d T ^ st a s  though th is wa.s the m o st p lea sa n t duty any o ff ic e r
A ■'

co u ld  have.

S ee in g  B i l l  w as a  good au gu ry  for  the day to m e . It w as bound to be a 

good day! “ He show ed  m e a p ic tu re  of old  F t. C rook taken a t the tu ra  o f the 

cen tu ry , show ing it  a s  a b a rren  p r a ir ie . But th ose e a r ly  o ff ic e r s  and s o ld ie r s  -• 

b le s s  them  - -  had b een  tr e e -p la n t in g  fo lk s  and now th ere  w ere  w inding s tr e e t s  

lin ed  w ith  huge e lm  s and p lea sa n t g reen  law ns and o ld -fa sh io n ed  r e d -b r ic k  

h o u se s  w ith  w h ich  had b een  com b in ed  the g rea t ex p an sion s o f the je t  a g e  a s  

i t  b eca m e  the h ea d q u a rters  for  SAC.

T hen  w e w ent past the S tra teg ic  A ir  Space M useum  — a 1 0 -a c r e  outdoor  

s i t e .  And th ere w e re  p arked  m is s ie s  and a ir c r a ft  that had b een  u sed  by  

SAC in  it*‘s tw enty y e a r  h is to r y . It m u st be a v e r y  m e c c a  for  l it t le  b oys that 

lik e  and id en tify  a ir p la n es  and for  a l l  th ose  who w ould  r em em b er  them  from

p a s t  com bats^ ju st a s  th o u g h ^  w ere  people^as Lyndon and som e o f th ose  who
S ’ i ^CSS  ■ '-

w e r e  w ith  h im  ta lked  about the "swoose".

A t the end of the tour I w ent to the law n in fro n t'o f the SAC ;h ead quarters  

fo r  the w e lco m in g  c erem o n y . We look ed  out on a b eau tifu l ro llin g  y erd en t
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c o u n try s id e . And th ere  w e re  about 3 ,0 0 0  s e r v ic e m e n  and th eir  fa m ilie s  - -  

a l l  the c h ild re n  in  fro n t o f c o u r se . And it  w as h e r e , I beli|j-e, that the charm  

o f the day f ir s t  took hold  of m e . One w r ite r  d e sc r ib e d  it: "It w a s  a day of 

f lo w e r s  and f la g s , bands and b a llo o n s , c a m e r a s  and k id s, g ifts  and g r e e t in g s ,  

and g o rg eo u s  su m m ertim e  w e a th e r ."

B il l  R ey n o ld s , G en era l N a zza ro , M ayor S oren sen  and G overn or  M o rr iso n  - -  

a l l  m ade b r ie f  r em a rk s^  - -

.... ■“-' ".' r - t" ? '- ...... .— r-.-----r^-~— ........................... ..
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T he w ind  w a s w h ip p in ^ n to  our feice'S^^ight o ff  the p r a ir ie . And su d d en ly  

r ig h t beh in d  m e w a s a w ild  c la tte r . I knew som e of the f la g s  on stan d ard s behind  

m e  had gone o ver  in  a gu st o f w ind . I jum ped but w as proud of m y s e lf  stah« for  

not turning around. A nd w ith  m ilita r y  d isc ip lin e , the sp ea k er  w en t r igh t on .

It's  on t im es  lik e  th is  on p la tfo rm s that I r e a lly  know w hat bou q u ets a r e
O'  . ' ■ '

good f o r / ]  ^ I s o  p ro g ra m s - -  a ls o  p u r s e s . T hey a re  u se fu l to c o v e r  your k n ees

in  th is  day of in c r e d ib ly  sh o rt sk ir ts .

Our few  w o rd s w e re  m o s t ly  of p r a is e  for the som eon e - -  or  m an y

i( ,

so m e o n e s  - -  who had the fo r e s ig h t to plant th ese  tr e e s  y e a r s  ago , to th ose  

. s e r v ic e  p eop le  who thought that hom e is  not a p la ce  back  o v er  the h i l l  behind  

u s . It i s  w h e r ev e r  w e are^. And I am th r illed  to pay tribu te to the thousands

o f p eop le  o v er  the y e a r s  who have m ade O ffutt th eir  hom e and le f t  i t  a l it t le  m o re
K

lo v e l ie r  e v e r y  tim e .

And then I p lan ted  a tw o -y e a r  old seed lin g  from  the John Q uincy A dam s  

A m e rica n  e lm  that grow s on the- W hite H ouse law n. I am  b eg in n in g  to think that 

that tr e e  i s  m ighty p r o lif ic !  I hope th ere i s  ju st one le f t  fo r  the R anch o^ the 

Johnson  C ity  h o u se .
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And then sudden ly  the SAC band stru ck  up "Am e r ic a ” , and M r s . F rank  

M o rr iso n  in  a b ea u tifu l v o ic e  began  to s in g . I lif te d  m y  head  iax and jo in ed  

h er  a s  I continued  sh o v e lin g  in  a few  m o re  sp a d es fu ll of d ir t . And a l l  the k id s  

in  the cro w d  w ere  sin g in g  too . And th ere  w as one of th ose  r a re  m o m en ts  of _ 

en ch a n tm en t w hen you f e e l  that yankKacTO0xix youfrtone w ith  a ll  th o se  around yoii.

I am  a su ck er  for  that song.^ I have to b lin k  back  the te a r s  b e c a u se  the w o rd s  of 

i t  co m e s tra ig h t out of m y  h ea r t. . . .

T hen I w ent around the crow d shaking hands w ith  a s  m any o f the peop le  

, a s  I co u ld  r ea c h , sm ilin g , c a llin g  g r e e t in g s . T here a re  the m o s t  w on d erfu l i

s ig h ts  you s e e  in  cro w d s lik e  th is . O nce th ere w a s  s ix  l i t t le  g ir ls  -  -  I cou ld
.... .. ......... .............................................................................. : ......  .. ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ . . . .

h a r d ly  b e lie v e  i t  - -  a l l  d r e s s e d  a lik e  in  b lu e . I didn't know w h e th e r 'it  w a s a 

sc h o o l un iform  o^ w hat. I a sk ed  and one o f the lit t le  g ir ls  sa id , "W e're s i s t e r s . ”

I hu gged  the s m a lle s t  one.

T he T exan s a lw a y s  id en tify  th e m se lv e s . Then ev ery w h ere  I m e e t  so m eo n e  

w ho w a s a good fr ien d  of som eon e I know.

And then w e w e re  back  in to  the c a r . I rode w ith  M ayor a& an d M r s ,

S o r e n sen  and the G overn or. And I le a rn ed  from  them  how the M ayor had  

p ro p o sed  a bond is s u e  to com b at t h e  pollution of the M isso u r i R iver^^om e  

75 y e a r s  ago w hen the packing h o u se s  - -  O m aha's m o s t  im p o rta n t in d u stry  I 

g a th ered  - -  b u ilt th eir  p lan ts r igh t a lon g  the R iv e r  so they cou ld  u se  i t  a s  a so r t  

of a sew e r  in  w h ich  to pour a l l  the r e fu se  from  th eir  b u s in e s s . The bond is s u e  

p r o v id e s  fo r  a  c h e m ic a l trea tm en t of th is  r e fu se  b efo re  it  i s  put into the r iv e r .

It sounded lik e  a good step  forw ard , though I don’t know tJralTit i s  ju st p a llia t iv e  

or  c u r e .

MEMORANDUM 1
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And then the M ayor told m e about h i s  'o p era tion  a le r t ” w h ich  a ttem p ted  

to  e n lis t  the ard ent co o p era tio n  of everyb od y  who w ork ed  fo r  the C ity  - -  som e  

2 , 000 or so  - -  to doing a b e tter  job of m ain ta in in g  and b eau tify in g  O m aha - -  to i 

c r e a te  a s p ir it  of team w ork  am ong th em . And through th eir  ex a m p le  and

-  le a d e r s h ip  to c r e a te  a so r t  of y e a s t  that m ight w ork  through the w hole  p op u lation  

o f O m aha.

We put the top of the c a r  down. T h ere  w e re  c e r ta in ly  no g r e a t  m a s e s  of 

p eo p le  to m e e t  m e . But on the oth er hand th ere w e r e  p rob ab ly  a s  m an y a s  g r e e t  

a lo t  o f fo r e ig n  C hiefs of State on our W ashington p a ra d es .

We w en t to the A sse m b ly  H all in, downtown O m aha. T h ere  w e r e  about 

600 O m ah a C ity  e m p lo y e e s  including th e s tr e e t  c le a ^ n e r s . M y m e s s a g e  w a s  

to ta lly  s o f t - s e l l  - -  a m em o ry  of O m aha w inning the N ation al C le a n e s t  Tow n  

trop h y  - -  p r a is e  for  w hat th ey  w ere  doing, rem in d in g  that b eau ty  i s  r e a lly  

e v e r y o n e s  b u s in e s s , and a w ord  about Lyndon. ^Siigh stan d ard s o f pu b lic  s e r v ic e  

a r e  v e r y  im p ortan t to the P r e s id e n t, and I know he w ill  be proud to h e a r  o f th is  

r em a rk a b le  p rogram  w hen I g et hom e to te l l  him  about it .  He a sk e d  m e to  b rin g  

ea ch  o f you  h is  g r e e tin g s  and b e s t  w is h e s .

A lw ays in  e v e r y  sp eech  I sa y  som eth in g  lik e  that b e c a u se  that i s  w hy I 

am  th ere  m o stly .

The M ayor p r e se n ted  m e w ith  a painting byata  a N eb rask a  a r t is t  - -  a  

ty p ica l N eb rask a  farm  sc e n e , the a r t is t  exp la in ed , I lik ed  it ,  both fo r  the day  

1̂ and  for  the pain ting i t s e l f .



n

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W ednesday, June 15, 1966 w a s h i n o t o n  P a g e  6

A nd then a t 10:20, r igh t on tim e , I w as ona m y  w ay headin g for "B oys  

T ow n", on ce  m o re  w ith  the G overn or a s  m y gu ide.

H ere  M onsignor W agnor m e t us and gave u s a tour through the grou n d s, 

te llin g  u s that about 900 b oys of a l l  fa ith s  and backgrounds l iv e  h e r e . T h ey  . 

c o m e  a s  young a s  1 0 -y e a r s  o ld  on up to 16 and sta y  u n til they a r e  18, ex cep t .. . 

o f c o u r se  for the d r o p -o u ts .

It i s  h is  unhappy job to ch o o se  from  3 ,0 0 0  or so  a p p lica n ts  they get ea ch  

y e a r , the 200 or so  that th ey  a r e  ab le  to take in . He proud ly  to ld  m e th at^ h ey

0 had b o y s fro rn la ll w a lk s o f l i f e ,  e v e r y  p r o fe s s io n s  - -  d o c to r s , la w y e r s , b ig  

b u s in e s s m e n  — about a s  jbiigh a p e r ce n t of s u c c e s s e s  a s  th ere  w ou ld .be  in  the 

a v e ra g e  h igh  sch o o l c la s s .  The a lum n i of B oys Town keep  in  touch and get . 

to g e th er  in  N ew  Y ork  or S ea ttle , w h e r ev e r  life  took them , and e v e r y  few  y e a r s  

th ere  w e r e  b ig  reu n ion s r igh t h ere  at B o y s Town w hich  g rea t n u m b ers o f the 

a lu m n i retu rn .

He w as fu ll o f  h is  su b ject in  that ex tra o rd in a ry  w ay that C ath o lic  p r ie s t s  

often  h a v e . T h ey  so m e tim e s  m ake m e think they w ould have m ad e good a s  

a d v e r t is in g  e x e c u t iv e s  too.

He sa id  the fam ous F a th er  F lan igan  who sta r ted  B oys Tow n had g rea t  

fa ith  in d iv in e  p ro v id en ce , a s  he put it , and had gotten  the sc h o o l p lanned and  

o b lig a ted  to expand to som e a s tr o n o m ic a lly  high fig u re . And then F ath er  

F la n ig a n  d ied  lea v in g  h im ^ is  su ccesso r^ to  ex ecu te  th ese  a m b itio u s p lan s - -  

som eh ow  i t  had a l l  co m e  out a l l  r igh t.

lias i
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: d .A fter^we bad tou red  the grounds - -  g ee»  the d o r m ito r ie s  and bungalow s  

w h ere  the boys o f v a r io u s  a g e s  liv e d  and the s ta ff h o u se s  - -  and v e r y  b ea u tifu l 

grounds they w e r e  and so  w e ll  kept. And the reg u la r  h igh  sch o o l and the ,. |

v o c a tio n a l s ch o o l. And I kept on te llin g  the M on sign or / i n  the v o c a tio n a l s c h o o l  

I hope th ey  had so m e so r t  of a c o u rse  in  n u r se r y  w ork  that m igh t le a d  to jo b s  

in  P a rk  m ain ten an ce  or h ighw ay beautiflcation K . And he kept on see m in g  to 

think that I w as on ly  r e fe r r in g  to how w e ll th ey  kept the grounds th e r e , w hich  

w a s  quite tru e .

And then w hen  the tour ended  a lo t  of v e r y  d eligh tfu l th ings happened  a l l  ■ \ 

quite q u ick ly . I w a s e sc o r te d  to an  honor guard fo rm ed  by B oys Town h igh  |

s c h o o l stu d en ts, up a red  ca rp et to a sp e a k e r 's  p la tform  w h ere  a t e d  co a ted ,

fr e c k le d  fa ced , v e r y  se r io u s  young m an about 9 - -  K enneth G erig  - -  w e lc o m e d
il "

m e  to the c ity  of l it t le  m en  aed  a w e ll-d o n e  sp eech  w ithout a s in g le  n o te . I 

cou ld  h ave  hugged h im  I And then actin g  M ayor' P a tr ic k  C o g g in s , about 16 I 

w ould sa y , - -  v e r y  h an dsom e p o ise d  young m an - -  p resen tin g  m e  w ith  th e f i r s t  

B o y s Town h igh  sch o o l d ip lom a e v e r  aw ard ed  to a lad y . I w a s m ad e an  

h o n o ra ry  c it iz e n l The/»little g ir ls  about 4 and 6 a l l  d r e s s e d  up wQ,ndered up 

to  the p la tform  js^ ^ b ^ ik x k  th eir  m oth er could  rea ch  th em , I gave a group  

o f books - -  m o s t ly  about the W hite H ouse - -  one about Lyndon - -  to the B o y s  

Town L ib ra ry  - -  one of them in sc r ib e d  "With w arm  b e s t  w is h e s  to ea ch  o f  

you irf the p ra y er  that you  grow  up in  a  p ea cefu l A m erica.. "

M onsignor resp o n d ed  w ith  a  p ra y er  fo r  the P r e s id e n t and h is  bu rd en s  

and  a g ift for h im . It w as a l i t t le  statue that i s  a sym b ol of B o y s  Tow n, - -  

a y o u n g ster  c a rry in g  h is  s m a l l  b ro th er  in  the m otto , "No m is te r ,  his*S not ^
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h ea v y , h e 's  m y b r o th er . "

And then th ere  w as a b it of la u g h ter . I w as p resen ted  w ith  a donkey  

brought,up  to m e by two young r e s id e n ts  of B oys Town - -  both T ex a n s. He i

w a s a so le m n , a m ia b le  look ing donkey, and he a c tu a lly  had b a n g s . F o r tu n a te ly  

I d id n 'tk .have to c a r r y a ^ h im  b ack  on the plane w ith  m e . He had b een  g iv en  *- . 

to P r e s id e n t  T rum an - -  he had b een  g iv en  to a l l  o f the v is i to r s  w ho had c o m e .  

M aybe ev en  to L u c i w hen sh e  cam e during the cam p aign . B ut he w a s  a lw a y s

a llo w ed  to rem a in  h ere  at h is  h om e in  B oys Tow n.

, . . .  ■ i' 
The fam ouy ch o ir  of B o y s  Town sang two b eau tifu l n u m b e r s , and I w e n t ' '

r

o v er  to JhajEik ther^ w ere  earnjest,, good y o w g ,f^ c e s .  x k ept on thuiking

MEMORANDUM

L J

th is  i s  g rea t, I lo v e  it . It v e r y  probably m ean s a c o n str u c tiv e  fu tu re  for the 

200 who get in  ea ch  y e a r . But w hat o f the o th er 2800 who don't.

And then it  w as tim e to go. And on the w ay out, I a sk e d  the M o n sign or  

to t e l l  m e  som eth in g  about w hat happened to the b oys w hen th ey  le a v e . 'W’e l l ,  

about 60 p ercen t o f them  go in to  the s e r v ic e .  And th ere  a r e  p len ty  o f job s  

w a itin g  for  th ose  who have b een  p rep a red  in  the v o c a tio n a l s c h o o ls . In d u stry  

i s  m o s t  co o p era tiv e  . T here is  no s c a r c ity  of opportunity for th em , and ea ch  

one is  gu ided  in to  a job  ̂and a sm a lle r  p ercen ta g e  g o es  on to c o l le g e .  H ow , I 

didn't g e t to h ea r  b e c a u se  by th is  tim e w e w ere  a t the gate and, i t  w a s  tim e  to 

s a y  goodbye.

And then the G overn or and I had about a 5 0 -m ile  d r iv e  from  B o y s Tow n  

to the C ap ita l of N eb ra sk a  - -  L in co ln  - -  w hich  had b een  s e t t le d  b e fo re  th e  

C iv il War but w a s ren am ed  a fter  C iv il W ar, a fter  P r e s id e n t L in co ln .

We rode on  H ighw ay 80. It sk a lrea d y  show ed the m a rk s o f la n d sca p in g .



mm?

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 
^  W edn esd ay , June 15, 1966 W a s h i n g t o n  . P a g e  9

T h ere  w e r e  group in gs o£ young tr e e s  I did not r e c o g n iz e , so m e  a s i lv e r y  g ra y  

g r ee n —  so  p re tty . I w ish e d  I knew w hat they w e r e . S om etim e the banks o f the  

road  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w ith  ra th er  ta ll-g ro w in g  p lants .with y e llo w  b lo o m s . T h e- -. . 

G overn or to ld  m e i t  w a s c lo v e r . And then in  the m ed ian  s tr ip  th ere  w ou ld  be  

lo w -g r o w in g  w hite  and pink c lo v e r  and f ie ld s  o f ^ v e n d e r  w hich-he sa id  w a s  

a lfa lfa . ‘ ^

T he m o s t  th r illin g  s ig h t of a l l  w e re  the f ie ld s , of w heat w av in g  in  the 

w ind  lik e  an o cea n  rea ch in g  on a c r o s s  the h o r izo n  a s  far  a s  you  cou ld  s e e  

s o m e t im e s . It w a s a r ic h  cou n try . The farm  h o u ses  look ed  w e ll-k e p t  - -  p la c e s  

, .y o u  cou ld  l o y e . , -I  a sk ed  -hirn how :m uch^sold for here,«.^aijd-.he sa id .a b o u t $ 5 0 0 

p er_acre  w ay out in  the cou n try  or m aybe $1000 a s  you n ea red  town.

It w as ju st  about m y  fa v o r ite  part of the day.

He u se d  an in te r e st in g  e x p r e s s io n , "The State s le p t  fo r  30 y e a r s ” , stnd 

an oth er one w hen  I a sk ed  him  how he b eca m e in te r e s te d  in  c o n se r v a tio n . And  

he sa id , "W ell, I had gone through the dust bow l p er io d ." H is fa th e r  had d ied  

w hen  he w as 2 - 1 /2  y e a r s  old and he had a p re tty  hard  tim e grow in g  up w ith  h i s 

m o th er  m ak ing a liv in g  in  K ansas and in  N eb ra sk a . The d u st b ow l y e a r s  w ou ld  

sh ock  anybody in to  thinking about it .

We r ea c h e d  the G o v ern o r 's  m a n sio n  a lm o st on tim e r ig h t a fte r  noon . 

A m a z in g ly  enough, a v e r y  sou th ern , w h ite -co lu m n ed  G eorg ian  h o u se , h an d som e, 

d ig n ified  - -  r ig h t a c r o s s  from  the C apito l bu ild ing w hich  h a s  a go ld  dom e w ith  

a statue p o ise d  on top of the —  a fig u re  of a m an sp read in g  s e e d .
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The G overn or told  m e that the sta tu e had b een  put up th ere  a fter  the

go ld  dom e had b een  co m p leted  and th ere  w as quite a fea t - -  en g in eer in g  w i s e ----

to get th is figure^ w hich  w eigh ed  s e v e r a l  tons^and had to be b a la n ced , p o ise d  

atop  the dom e .

I w en t in  ju’S yioffg  enough‘T:b fr e sh e n  up and then qu ick ly  to  the C ornhusker' ' 

H o te l - -  w e ll  n a m ^ d .. -I lo v e  the n a m es I com e a c r o s s  in  look ing  a t the m ap  

on the w ay . T h e-r^ w ere  s e v e r a l:  R ed C loud, B rok en  A rrow , m an y  that show  ' 

an  Indian h e r ita g e . " . i

And a t the C ornhu sker H otel th ere w as the m a in  m eetin g  of the day - -  *

- w h at I'had a c tu a lly  come=ife)-r -- —the* G o v ern o r’s C o n ferenc e  on N a tu ra l B eaut y .   ?^--ki 

It w a s a p art of a d a y -lo n g  s e s s io n .  O pening ta lk s in the m o rn in g , th ree  w o r k - ' , 

sh o p s in  the a ftern oon , the lun ch eon  w ith  s e v e r a l  s p e e c h e s . I w a s  one of th em .

T h ere  w e r e  about 450 com m u n ity  le a d e r s  p resen t; the G o v ern o r 's  

C ou n cil to K eep A m e r ica  B eau tifu l sp o n so red  the m eetin g  a lon g  w ith  the G am e  

and S o il and W ater C o m m iss io n s  and the N eb ra sk a  R oads D ep a rtm en t and  D iv is io n  

o f R e so u r c e s .

M rs . L e s l ie  A n d erson  of Omaha w a s the sparkplug o f the day I g a th ered .

It i s  a c o n se r v a tiv e  State on w hich  the r e a l  p r e ssu r e  of urban liv in g  h a s n ot y e t  

m ad e the dent it  h as in the crow d ed  Ea s t .  And so quite n a tu ra lly , l i t t e r  p rev en tio n  

w a s the key  of the day. It's  the le a s t  c o n tr o v e r s ia l. A so r t  o f opening w ed ge ’ 

to a l l  the th ings that com e la te r . I w a s fa m ish ed . The lun ch eon  w a s good.

The room  w as h ot. My sp eech  w as far  too long I thought. B ut I gave it  m y  

b e s t ,  s t i l l  running on the h igh  octane fe e lin g  I had gotten in  the e a r ly  m orn in g  

\ iie n  I land ed  a t O ffutt A ir  F o r c e  B a se  and saw  B il l  R eyn o ld s and h eard  '*Am erica>^^
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the B e a u tifu l".

' ' u-
M o stly , m y  sp eech  w as p r ^ i^ e ^ f  N ebrask a  - -  the Big  Sky cou n try  - -

u n d erlin in g  som e h e a d lin e s  of the P^st y ea r  in  the b a ttle s  of beauty: the d ed ica tio n -
i

o f Ri i s  P l a za  in  N ew  York; the w ork  w e had done in  W ashington; 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  flow erin4  

b u lbs in  the P a r k s  and roadsideujM * 16,000 shrub s  and 5 ,0 0 0  tr e e s ;  sch o o l ground  - ■ ' 

b ea u tifica tio n  in  W ashington; and^m^n^ion of the^ Youth C on feren ce in  W ashington  

on N atu ra l B eau ty  ju st 10 da v s from  jnnw .-. A ctu a lly  la te r  on I m e t two of the  

d e le g a te s  to i t .  What we cou ld  h e ^ -fo r - fr o m  the H ighw ay B ea u tifica tio n  A ct.

And a sa lu te  to N eb rask a  fo r  beg inn ing  A rbor D ay - -  the m o st  popular of : i

b e a u tif ic a tio n  in stitu tions  A nd -feea^ asl^ ti^ ’s- them  - -  th eir  -

cen te n n ia l y e a r  - -  1967 - -  to m ake th e ir  State, w h ich  i s  the p a ssa g e  w ay b e tw e en  ;
    

the cro w d ed  E a ste r n  sea b o a rd  and the v a ca tio n  land of the W est, to b e c o m e   
  - - 

m o r e  and m o r e  a  p la ce  to go t o  a s  w e ll a s  through w hen it ' s  s c e n ic  and h is to r ic  

fe a tu r e s  a r e  w is e ly  d ev e lo p ed . T h ere  i s  the O regon T ra il and the M orm on  T r a il  

and the route of the L ew is  a nd C lark  ex p ed ition  and the N iob rara  R iv e r  in  the 

Sand H ill co u n try , and m any in v itin g  sounding p la c e s .

It s e e m e d  in term in a b le  but I fe lt  I did it  fa ir ly  w e ll.

And I w as g iv en  a charm  - -  the outline o f the State o f N eb rask a  - -  w ith
by

a  little diam ond a t L in co ln , 'SksH M rs. A n d erson  of the B ea u tifica tio n  C o m m ittee .

A nd then w hen the lun ch eon  w as o v er  the G overnor and I and M rs .

M o rr iso n  whom  I ad m ire  m o re e v e r y  tim e I s e e  her w ent out to stand in  lin e  

to sa y  ''h e llo ” to a l l  the d e le g a te s . It i s  a sym ptom  of the W est - -  th e ir  p eop le  

a r e  not crow d ed  - -  the r e c e iv in g  l in e s  l in g e r  and everyb od y  h a s som eth in g  to s a y .
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T h ere  w e r e  only 500 o f them  but i t  w ent s lo w ly . I w as the one who had w anted  

• i t .  I do en joy  i t ,  but I began  to r e a liz e  about 2 /3  o f the w ay through that I w as

bone t ir e d . ' ■ '

T h ere  a re  a lw a y s  in te r e s t in g  m o m en ts . T h ere  w a s the g ir l  w ho knew  

K arnack  and dad dy's s to re  and the Br ic k  House ̂ and the y o u n g ster s  that I w ould  

s e e  in  10 d ays a t the N ation al Youth C on feren ce ,  t h e  G arden Club la d y  I had ' '

m e t a t J ack son  H o le . ,v;

F in a lly  about an hour behind sch ed u le  w e le f t  the C orn h u sk er and re tu rn ed  j

to the M ansion  in  tim e for  a good h ou rs r e s t  b efo re  the N eb rask a  L and D ays  !
■ ■ • . « 

 P a ra d e .  ----
: ' ■ ■ ''''v ' . ' _ ;

I s im p ly  m e r g e d  into the sh e e ts  and turned into a v eg e ta b le  w ith  no fe e lin g s  

or  p la n s . •

And then it  w a s tim e to go to the N eb rask a  Land P arad e - -  a so r t  o f  

p agean t of h is to r y .

I put on m y  b r ig h t red  su it and m y m o st en th u sia stic  sm ile  and s ta r te d  out 

the d oor . T h ere  w ere  330 Gir l  S ta ters  in  con ven tion  in  L in co ln  who had a s se m b le d  

around the M ansion  to seren a d e  u s . I knew  ju st the G o v ern o r 's  p red ica m en t!

T h ey  had p etitio n ed  him  to put m e on th eir  p rogram . He cou ld n ’t sq u eeze  m e  in . 

T h is w as h is  su g g e stio n  and a good one.

T hey sang p a tr io tic  son gs ending w ith  "B eautifu l N eb rask a" . It w a s the 

f ir s t  tim e I had h ea rd  it ,  and it  w as a d e lig h tfu lly  tuneful song . T hank s, handshakes  

w a v e s , and then into an open co n v ertib le  pu rsued  by the p r e s s  c a r .

T hey soon  a sk ed  us - -  the G overn or and M rs. M orrison  and m e —  i f  we 

; w o u l d  s i t  u p  on  th e b ack  se a t . _ ______:.......... .......................... . ..... . m
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We rode through the dow nstow n sec tio n  of L in co ln , actin g  a s  the p a ra d e 's  

Grand M a r sh a l b e fo re  so m e  7 5 ,0 0 0  p eo p le , try in g  to g iv e  them  w hat th ey  

gave m e: in te r e s t ,  a tten tion , e x c item en t, often  a lov in g  g ree tin g , "God 

B le s s  y o u ”, "God b le s s  the P r e s id en t" .

It w a s about that tim e that J e r r y  ca m e up to m e w ith  w ord  that th ere  

w a s bad w eath er  b etw een  L in co ln  and T e x a s . I w ould e ith e r  f ly  b a ck  through  

a turbulent fro n t or e ls e  go back  in  the je t to W ashington fly in g  h igh  enough

and off the route m is s in g  it .  Or spend the n ight h e r e . The fron t w ould  go
- .<>.>'■* ^  \ ■ ' V ■

through by 3:00 a.m. and le a v i» g  e a r ly  tom orrow  m orn in g .

M r s . M o rr iso n  r o se  h a n d so m ely  to the o c c a s io n . -S h e sa id  i t  w ould  be  

no troub le a t a l l ,  p le a se  spend the n igh t. I d ec id ed  I w ould far  ra th e r  do that : 

then be fr ig h ten ed  fo r  h ou rs a s  I had b een  retu rn in g  from  New Y ork  . And i f  

i t ' s  D a le 's  a d v ic e , I had b etter  take i t .

T he G overn or le d  m e up to the rev iew in g  stand w h ile  M rs . M o rr iso n  

w en t hom e to atten d  to som e d e ta ils , a la s ,  of m y stay in g .

F o r  over  an hour w e w atched  f lo a ts  go by from som e 55 co m m u n itie s .

My fa v o r ite  w as a C on estoga  w agon pull ed by oxen . T h ere  w e re  Indian d a n ce r s  

in  fe a th e r -h e a d -d r e s s  arid jin g lin g  b e l ls  up and down th eir  le g s  and red  paint.

And o th ers  that didn't n eed  the red  paint.

A bout 55 c o m m u n itie s  had sen t in  bands and s c o r e s  o f f lo a ts . R em a rk a b ly  

enough, m an y of them  r e la te d  to the w a te r . T hey had b o a ts , bathing g ir ls ,  w a ter  

sk i eq u ip m ents on th em , and the G overn or told  m e th ere  w as a s e r ie s  o f la k e s  

in  N eb ra sk a . How m uch you can le a r n  about your own country by  going to s e e l
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T h ere  w a s a w agon tra in  that had a c tu a lly  com e in  from  a c r o s s  the 

p r a ir ie  from  F a irb u ry  a lon g  the O regon  T ra il, w ith  fry in g  pans a n d  co ffe e  

p ots and a b ig  pot to cook  b ean s in , dangling from  the s id e s .

And one l i t t le  Indian about s ix  y e a r s  old  r id in g  b areb a ck  wi&x. w as sw in g in g  - 

a tom ahaw k a s  n a tu ra l a s you p le a s e .

T h ere  w e r e  a  lo t of b eau tifu l h o r s e s  p a lo m in o s , p a in ts , e v e r y  kind - -  

and w e s te r n  cloth% from  about 1840 to 1966 v e r s io n .

Of c o u r se  the in ev ita b le  c low n s throw ing candy to the cro w d . One o f them  

h it m e  on the h ead . I prornptly p ick ed  a  it  up off the flo o r  and a te  it . D ays lik e

I . . ' m iB iiw iiii ij i ... .............

th is  fin d  m e co n sta n tly  hungry. ;i ;

And I l ^ e  the stage  coaches'. Q uite authentic look ing o n e s . The G overn or  

a s s u r e d  m e  th ey  had c a r r ie d  p a s s e n g e r s  and m a il  a long  the T r a il, eind th ey  

v a r ie d  from  s m a ll  o n es  that w ould ho ld  on ly  about 4 peop le  to g r e a t  b ig  o n es  

that w ould  hold  about 12. T hey u su a lly  w ere  fu ll of lo v e ly  la d ie s  d r e s s e d  ju st  

lik e  M iss  K itty and th ere w ould  be a m an r id in g  shotgun - -  w h ich  the G overn or  

ex p la in ed  to me^"on top". And th ere w e r e  s e v e r a l  o ld er  la d ie s  in  qu ite au th en tic  

c a lic o  and sun b o n n ets . And a l l  the tim e  th ere w a s  the co n sta n t strearn o f  

p eo p le  co m in g  up and b e in g  in trod u ced  or s ittin g  for  aw h ile  in  the rev iew in g  

stand  w ith  u s . T h ree  p retty  l it t le  g ir ls  - -  Z eta Tau A lphas - -  s o r o r ity  s i s t e r s  

of Lynda o f c o u r se .

And then a l i t t le  g ir l  n am ed  Lynda Johnson , aged  6, w h ose  b irth d ay
W  . . ■

w a s A ugu st 27th - -  a b lond w ith  a top -k n ot who sa t s i le n t ly  and quite p o ise d  

b e s id e  m e for  akidx a w h ile , and w e ta lk ed  about h e r  fa m ily  and w hich  flo a ts
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w e lik ed  b e s t .  L ater  I h eard  w hen a sk ed  if  th is w a s the m o st th r illin g  th in g*  

th at ever-J happened to h e r , she so lem n ly  shook h er  head  and sa id , "No". And

w hen  a sk e d  w hat it  w a s , she sa i d, "When Mom and Pop took m e on a v a ca tio n

If F in a lly  ,
to M is s o u r i. Good se n se  I thought. , h e r  l it t le  s i s t e r ,  S h elly , cam e up w ith

a v e r y  p r o p r ie ta r y  a ir , grabbed  h er  b y  the hand and sa y s , "You go t to com e

r ig h t now . M other sa y s  s o . "

And then J e r r y  lea n ed  o v er  the ra ilin g  and sa id  to m e, " M r s . John son ,

I know I shou ld n 't t e l l  you th is now . T h e r e 's  b een  an a cc id en t to H im . " I sa id ,

"No, n o , don't t e l l  m e"  - -  an aBxgaaaoBJC an gry , fo o lish  ou tb u rst. And then, "How

; b ad ?"  " P re tty  bad, " he sa id , "And L u c i's  v e r y  m uch u p se t . I th ink  you ought 

to c a l l  h e r  a s  soon  a s  you can . "

I knew  th ere  w a s m o r e  to go through. C h a r lto n  H eston  w as going to be  

g iv en  the "B uffalo B il l  Cody Award" fo r  producing good fa m ily  en ter ta in m en t, 

p a r t ic u la r ly  W e ste r n s . And I had b een  a sk ed  to stand up a s  the G overn or  

p r e se n te d  it  to h im  and sa y  a w ord  of con gratu la tion s and c h e e r s . So I cou ld n 't  

go r ig h t then.

IS. H andsom e and lea n , he cam e up. I r em em b er e d  how n ice  he had b een  

a t the i l l - s t a r r e d  W hite H ouse F e s t iv a l  of A rts in  June of '65 and how I had  

en joyed  s ittin g  by him  at lunch a t the N ation al G a llery  of A rt. A v e r y  

a ttr a c tiv e  m an .

T he G overn or p r e se n ted  the A w ard and then they gpa» u s two b ig  W estern
^  ■

h a ts . I put m in e on for the in ev ita b le  p ic tu re  and C h a r lto n  H esto n  - -  v e r y

 quick on the uptake - -  sa id , " M rs. Joh n son  can  ju st w ear h e r s  in p a rad es - -  I
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can  u se  m in e m ak ing m y  liv in g ." He to ld  m e he had b een  out to V ie t-N a m ,

He thought our tro o p s w e r e  w ond erfu l out th ere and he had ju st retu rn ed  from  

sp ea k in g  to a C h a m b er  of C om m erce  group and to the P r e s s  - -  a ra th er

^  ■ ■
u n lik e ly  a u d ien ce  to sa y  a good w ord  about our p r e se n c e  in  V ie t-N a m  in

th is  p a r t of A m e r ic a  I ex p ect.

I knew I w ould  continue to be numb u n til it  w as appropriate to le a v e .

B u t I did h u rry  i t  up a b it, and w e le ft  the stand s about 6:30.

B a ck  at the M ansion  I talked to L u c i. She w as cry in g  h e a r t-b ro k en ly .

"Oh M other, h e  w a s ju st out on the law n ch a sin g  a sq u ir r e l . And oh M other

I had ju st  s e e n  h im  w h en  I cam e in  from  a party  and I w anted to play wi t h  h im , -

b u t I w en t u p s ta ir s  to change m y  c lo th es. And i f  I hadn't b een  so  lon g  ch an gin g

m y  c lo thes I w ould  have b een  b a ck  down th ere  w ith  him  and I w ould  have been

hold ing  h im  and p etting  h im  and he w ouldn't have b een  k illed . " , . _

She w as in c o n so la b le . P at w a s th ere w ith  h e r . D ear l i t t le  g ir l .  P o o r

a l l  of u s . And m o s t  o f a l l  som ehow  I think of Lyndon. He lo v ed  a l l  four of the

d ogs - -  Him  m o s t  o f a l l .  Him had in h er ited  h is  daddy's q u a lity  o f knowing

ditur-
w hen you fe lt  bad or worried and s tick in g  r igh t by  you w hen y o u 're  d ow n  - -  n o t

dem anding any a tten tion  - -  not say ing  anything. But ju st being th ere .

I a sk ed  L u ci to tend to h er  Daddy and co m fo rt h im . She sa id , "Oh M am m a, 

I tr ie d . But you know he can 't stand cry in g , and I can 't stop ." I to ld  h er  to go 

ah ead  and c ry  it  a l l  out. •

M rs . M o rr iso n  ca m e in  and gave m e a drink . It w as v e r y  w e lc o m e . And  

th en  she and the G overnor w ere  going to a dinner in  honor of ajedjtaa C h a r lto n

H esto n  a t  7 :3 0 .  But f ir s t ,  w e had a  p le a sa n t l it t le  ta lk .  I r e a lly  go t t o ^ r e ^ e w ^ ^
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w ith  the G overn or w hat he thought h is  ch a n ces  w e r e . And he sa id  w e m u st  

u n d ersta n d  f ir s t  that the State is  60 p e r ce n t R ep u b lican  and 40 p e r ce n t

D e m o c r a tic , and it  is  ju st a q u estion  of w heth er the State i s  see rea d y  to a c c e p t '
. w'

so m eo n e  who w ants to m ove  forw ard . T hey know m e for  that. And he spoke  

of how  C u rtis  had b een  in  o ffice  for 28 y e a r s  and had done a  g r e a t  m any fa v o r s  

fo r  p eop le  that c r o s s e d  party  l in e s .  He sa id , h o w e v e r , that he had m ade on an ‘ 

a v e ra g e  o f 500 sp e e c h e s  a  y ea r  - -  e v er y  y e a r  that he had b een  G overn or.

And h is  w ife  m u st be a g rea t h e lp , I do not think it  w il l  be e a s y  b u t I w ill  w atch  : ■ 

w ith  g rea t in te r e s t .  j

I to ld  h im  how  e a r n e s t ly  Lyndon had w anted m e to com e out h e r e  and how  ̂ ' 

co n cern ed  he w a s about h im  - -  the G overn or.  And a thousand thanks fo r  a  

w o n d er fu l tim e .

And then M rs. M o rr iso n  so  thoughtfully  had m e a d e lic io u s  b r o ile d  s te a k  . ' 

an d  fru it sa la d  brought on a tray  to m y room . I a te  a  good d in n er and in to  

b ed  about 8:30, f ish e d  som e books out of m y s u itc a s e . I w as ju st fin ish in g  

"The P la g u e " by C a m u s  and the la s t  of B.  T r a v en s s to r ie s  h ead ed  b y  "The

N ight V is ito r"  - -  a w on d erfu l w r ite r , l it t le  known, that i s  to m e .

And then v e r y  e a r ly  b e fo re  10:00 I w ent to s le e p  thinking it  w a s  a d ifferen t  

w o rld , that I w ould  aw ake to a d ifferen t w o r ld . T h ere  wo^^ld be a  l i t t le  h o le  in  

it - - a  v a can t spot - -  that Him had f i l le d  so  w a rm ly .


