
m e m o r a n d u m

F r i d a y ,  Ju n e  17, 1966

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

P a g e  1

L.-

F r i d a y ,  Ju n e  17th, the f i r s t  day  of m y  s t r a n g e  v a c a t io n .

I  s p e n t  the m o r n in g  r e c o r d in g  a n d  w a lk in g  the r u n - w a y  w ith  the  o ld e s t

S u l t e m e i e r  b o y  te l l in g  h im  w h e r e  to sh rew d  an d  w h a t  to  s a v e  - -  the  t h i c k e s t

stands^l In d ia n  Bla n k e t ,  the y u c c a ,  and  d e l ig h tfu l ly  eno u g h  a  l i t t l e  o f  th e  ta l l

r e d  s ta n d in g  c y p r e s s  th a t  we h a d  b ro u g h t  f r o m  the W e in h e im e r 's  p l a c e .  -

A nd  th e n  a b o u t  5:00 in  the a f te r n o o n ,  I d e c id e d  I  w ou ld  h a v e  m y  f i r s t

t r y  a t  w a lk in g  the P e d e r n a l e s  R iv e r .

C l a r e n c e  h a d  g o t te n  the m a p  of the  a r e a  b e tw e e n  h e r e  a n d  J o h n s o n  C i ty .

. ■ • A /fr^
H e to ld  m e  he th ough t i t  w a s  a b o u t  4 - 1 / 2  m i l e s  a. b r id g e  o v e r  th e  P e d e r n a l e s  

a s  one  h e a d s  t o w a r d s  the Sch a r n h o r s t  p la c e  down to  the  s p o t  in  the  R iv e r  p a s t u r e  

o f  the  Sch a r n h o r s t  w h e r e  the  r o a d  go es  down to the  R i v e r .  S o m eb o d y  e l s e  

e s t i m a t e d  th a t  i t  w a s  a b o u t  2 - 3 / 4  m i l e s .  A nyhow , i t  so u n d ed  f e a s i b l e .

So I  d ro v e  to  the  b r id g e  a n d  a b o u t  5:30 the  t h r e e  o f  u s  s t a r t e d  w a lk in g .
 

C l a r e n c e  a n d  J e r r y  K iv e t t  an d  I . I t  w a s  s t i l l  h o t  b u t  the  b e s t  t im e  of the  d a y

w a s  a p p ro a c h in g  - -  l a te  ev en in g  la - th e  long  tw il ig h t .

, , .  , . , , , , .C l a r e n c e  h a d  on  a  pedometer w h ic h  h e  r e a d  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e .

O nce  a lo n g  the  r i v e r  b a n k  I saw  a  g ro u p  of b lu e b e l l s  - -  one in  p e r f e c t

b lo o m !  I t  r e m in d e d  m e  o f M r s .  J o h n so n .  A nd  th e n  in  a  sh a l lo w  l i t t l e  poo l,

a b s o lu t e ly  m o t io n l e s s ,  w e c a m e  upon  a  r ib b o n s n a k e ,  a b o u t  t h r e e  f e e t  long ,

a  b a n d  of y e l lo w  ru n n in g  dow n e a c h  s id e  a n d  a lo n g  h i s  b a c k  a  b a n d  o f o r a n g e - r e d .

P erfec t  markings - -  beautiful and h a rm less .  We let him be, although Clarence

had his gun a t the ready in case we found a rattlesnake.'
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In a n o th e r  p o o l  t h e r e  w a s  a  t u r t l e  - -  h is  c a r a p a c e  a s  m o s s y  a s  s o m e  

o f the  s ta g n a n t  w a t e r  th a t  h a d  b e e n  d r i e d  by the  sun .

M o s t ly  w e c lu n g  to the r i v e r ' s  e d g e ,  w a lk in g  s o m e t im e s  th r o u g h  s a n d - 

b a r s  - -  i t  w a s  h e a v y  go ing  - -  s o m e t i m e s  on l im e s to n e  w ith  f a u l t s  ru n n in g  

a c r o s s  the  R iv e r  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d ,  m a k in g  r a p id s  w h o se  m u r m u r  f i l l e d  th e  a i r .  

S u d d e n ly  I  s a id  to  C la r e n c e ,  " L o o k  to y o u r  l e f t  b u t  d o n ' t  do a n y t h i n g . "

T h e r e  a m b l in g  in  a  d ig n if ie d  a n d  u n h u r r i e d  m a n n e r  o v e r  the  r o c k s  a n d  b r u s h  

w a s  a sk u n k  - -  h i s  w h i te  t a i l  w a v in g  - -  n o t  m o r e  than  15 f e e t  f r o m  m e .  

C l a r e n c e  w a s  c l o s e r .  B u t the  w in d  w a s  in  o u r  f a v o r .  The  sk u n k  d id  no t n o t i c e  

u s .  We s to o d  m o t i o n l e s s .  H e , o r  sh e ,  c l im b e d  up  in to  a  t a n g le  o£ b r u s h  

th a t  w e l l  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  n e s t .  We co u ld  s t i l l  s e e  the  t a i l  w a v in g .  So w e  

w e n t  q u ie t ly  on o u r  w ay .

E v e r y  now  a n d  th e n  we p a s s e d  a  d e ep  po o l - -  c o o l  a n d  in v i t in g .  A good 

p la c e  to f i s h .  A n d  once  w e co u ld  s e e  f a i r  s iz e  f i s h  - -  d o z en s  of th e m  - -  s o m e  

8 o r  10 i n c h e s  long .

Sudden ly , s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  w e c a m e  a c r o s s  a  d am  b u i l t  b y  h u m a n  h a n d s  - -  

a t  l e a s t  h a l f  of a  d a m /  s t i l l  f i r m  a n d  s o l id  on the  South s id e  - -  c o m p le t e ly  

b r o k e n  in  the m id d le  a n d  gone - -  no  jo in in g  a t  a l l  on the N o r th  s id e .

C l a r e n c e ' s  p e d o m e t e r  r e a d  2 - 3 / 4  m i l e s  f r o m  o u r  s t a r t i n g  p o in t .  He 

h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  of s u c h  a  d a m.^

A l i t t l e  w a y s  down w e found  huge  b o u ld e r s  w ith  p r o je c t in g  p i e c e s  o f  

s t e e l  f r o m  t h e m .  We c o u ld  se e  on the  d o w n - r i v e r  s id e  o f  the d a m  s o m e  of 

the  s t e e l  e m e r g in g ]
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A nd  th e n  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  down w e c a m e to a  r o a d  - -  c e r t a i n l y  no t a  

v e r y  good  r o a d  - -  b u t  one c o u ld  c r o s s  the  R iv e r  on i t .  T h a t  w a s  th r e e  m i l e s  

f r o m  the  b r id g e .

S o m e t im e s ,  f a t  Bla c k  An g u s  g r a z e  in  the  p a s t u r e  a c r o s s  f r o m  u s .

O nce w e sa w  two d e e ry ' h a d  j u s t  b e e n  dow n to g e t  a  d r in k  a t  the

R i v e r  a n d  w e r e  m e l t in g  in to  the b r u s h .  A nd a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  I h e a r d  a  s n o r t  

r i g h t  b e h in d  m e .  C la r e n c e  d id n ' t  e v e n  tu r n  h is  h e a d .  He s a id  t h a t ' s  a  d e e r  —  

i t ' s  the  a l a r m  so u n d  th e y  g ive  w hen  th e y  s e e  s o m e b o d y  so  a n y  o th e r  d e e r  w i l l  , 

know ,

C l a r e n c e ' s  p e d o m e t e r  r e a d  4 , 5, a n d  m o r e  m i l e s .  We s to p p e d  a o ^  I d r a n k  

a  b o t t le  of b e e r .  Theqc sk y  w a s  going th ro u g h  i t s  b e a u t i fu l  d r a m a  o f c h a n g in g  

l i g h t  - -  b ig ,  p in k , / ^ o w d e r  puffs  of c lo u d s  d a rk e n in g  a t  the  e d g e s  a s  th e  l ig h t  

w a n e d .

G r a d u a l ly ,  w e  b e g a n  to m a k e  jo k e s  a b o u t  j u s t  a r o u n d  th a t  b e n d  in  the  

R i v e r  w e  w o u ld  c o m e  to the  r a p id s  a n d  th e n  p r e t t y  so o n  we w i l l  be  a t  the  

Sch a r n h o r s t .  W e  k e p t  in  to u ch  b y  ta lk in g  m a c h i n e s .  Y e s ,  B en  B lo s s m a n  

a n d  D ale  K e e n e r  h a d  g o t te n  down to the Sch a r n h o r s t  la n d in g .  No, th e y  c o u ld ' t  

h e a r  u s .  W e  h a d  to  go th ro u g h  V o lcan o .

We c a m e  to a  b ig  s a n d y  h i l lo c k  w i th  d o z en s  of s m a l l  w h ite  eg g s  a l l  

b r o k e n .  C la r e n c e  s a id ,  " T u r t l e  e g g s .  " He tu r n e d  them  o v e r  w ith  h i s  fo o t 

to d e c id e  w h e th e r  th ey  h a d  h a tc h e d  a n d  the  l i t t l e  t u r t l e s  h ad  gone  o r  w h e th e r  

so m e  r a c c o o n  o r  r i n g t a i l  h a d  found th em  a n d  e a te n  th e m .
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A ll  the  w ay  in  w e t  p la c e s  w e c a m e  a c r o s s  t r a c k s ,  t r a c k s ,  t r a c k s .

S o m e t im e s  a  h e r o n  w h o se  f e e t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  5 in c h e s  lo n g . C oon  t r a c k s  

a n d  s o m e , t h a t  they  though t m ig h t  be  a  r i n g t a i l  a n d  m a n y  d e e r .  A k i l l d e e r ,  i

a  s a n d p ip e r  - -  e s c o r t e d  u s  f o r  m i l e s  a n d  m i l e s .  It a lw a y s  s e e m e d  th e  s a m e  

o n e .  A t f i r s t  I  th ough t w e w e r e  d i s tu r b in g  h i s  n e s t  a n d  th e n  w h en  he  s ta y e d  

so  long  w i th  u s  I  d e c id e d  h e  w a s  j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  p e o p le  - -  a  g r e g a r i o u s  

f e l lo w .  T h e r e  w e r e  f l ig h ts  of g lo s s y ,  b la c k - w in g e d  b i r d s  w i th  b r i g h t  r e d  : - 

s p o t s .  C l a r e n c e  d id n ' t  know  fesacuBC th e i r  n a m e s .

. ' ■ ■ ■ t r u e
B y now  w e x s  w e r e  b e g in n in g  to m a k e  jo k e s  th a t  d id n ' t  q u i te  r in g  thossooi ĵljc - -  : 

a b o u t  we w o u ld  g e t^ u s t " a s  d a r k  f e l l .  A nd  d a r k  w a s  g e t t in g  c l o s e r  a n d  c l o s e r .  \ 

J u s t  b e f o r e  i t  r e a l l y  f e l l  in  a  s a n d y  s t r e t c h  w e c a m e  a c r o s s  s o m e  w id e  

w ind ing  t r a c k  th a t  c u r v e d  v e r y  d e f in i te ly  a n d  c l e a r l y  f o r  20 f e e t  o r  m o r e  dow n 

the  r i v e r .  C l a r e n c e  s a id ,  " T h a t ' s  a  sn a k e  track**T. J ^ e ' s  a  b ig  fe l lo w .  " - 

H e r e  w e w e r e  s te p p in g  o v e r  b o u ld e r s  a n d  i t  w a s  h a r d  to  f in d  o u r  w ay . 

C l a r e n c e  h a d  c a l l e d  D ale  K e e n e r  a t  the  c a r  a t  the  la n d in g  a n d  a s k e d  h im  to 

s e n d  ’feeaft B e n  B lo s s m a n  w ith  a  f l a s h l ig h t  w a lk in g  in  o u r  d i r e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  

v e r y  so o n  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e s  no l ig h t  a t  a l l .

C la r e n c e  w a s  a lw a y s  i n  the  le a d .  We  w e r e  p r e t t y  s i l e n t  now  — j u s t  t r y in g  

to  k e e p  to g e th e r  a n d  k e e p  o u r  foo ting  on the b o u ld e r s  a n d  b r u s h  a n d  w a tc h in g  

f o r  B e n 's  l ig h t  in  f r o n t  of u s .  •

A l i t t l e  w h ile  b e f o r e  J e r r y  h a d  c a l l e d  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  Hu e y to  c o m e  to 

the  R a n c h  a n d  then  a w a i t  o r d e r s .  U

T h e  l a s t  t im e  we lo o k e d  a t  the p e d o m e t e r  i t  h a d  s a id  s o m e th in g  o v e r  

7 m i l e s  - -  a  jo k e  '^aat th a t  m e a n t  10 f e e t  e a s t  and  th en  20 f e e t  n o r th climbing 
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a r o u n d  a  b o u ld e r  a n d  th en  30 f e e t  so u th  a n d  th e n  on e a s t  a g a in .

I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  8:15 w h e n  r e a l  d a r k  f e l l .  S udden ly  r i g h t  in  

. f ro n t  of u s  to o u r  r ig h t  w e saw  a  f la s h l ig h t  a n d  h e a r d  B en  B lo s s m a n ' s  w e lc o m e  

v o ic e .  .

T h e  f i r s t  th in g  we a s k e d  h im ,  "How f a r  h a v e  you b e e n  c o m i n g ? "  H e ^

s a id  he th o u g h t  a b o u t  a  m i le  an d  a  h a lf .  C la r e n c e  s a id ,  " I 'm  go ing  to sh o o t m y  

gu n  a n d  in  a  m in u te  you f i r e  y o u r s . " T h e y  d id . On the ta lk in g  m a c h in e  he 

a s k e d  D ale  K e e n e r  i f  h e  h a d  h e a r d  the s h o t s .  T he  a n s w e r  c a m e  b a c k  n e gative.'^

H e a s k e d  D a le  K e e n e r  to  g e t  the  s p o t l ig h t  ou t of h i s  c a r  a n d  sh in e  i t  up  in to  

the sky  a n d  th e n  m o v e  i t  a ro u n d  in  a n  a r c h .  We c o u ld n 't  s e e  a n y th in g .  We k e p t  

on  w a lk in g .  B y  now i t  w a s  p i t c h  d a r k  b u t  B en  h a d  h i s  f l a s h l ig h t  a n d  I  w a s  r i g h t  

b e h in d  h im .  B u t the  w a lk in g  w a s  e v e r  so  m u c h  d i f f ic u l t .  Solid  t e r r a i n  o f  b o u l d e r s .  

O nce  ou t of th e m ,  in to  the  b r u s h .  A nd th e r e  w a s  a  s lo u g h  on o u r  l e f t  a n d  we 

c o u ld n ' t  ge t  a c r o s s  i t .

We b e g a n  to  joke  w i th  B e n  k a  ab o u t  how m u c h  t e r r i t o r y  h e  h a d  c o v e r e d  - -  

how  f a s t  h e  h a d  c o m e .  He s a id ,  " Y e s  y o u  a l l  s a id  g e t  th a t  l i g h t  an d  c o m e .

I j u s t  to o k  ou t in  a  t r o t . "

F in a l ly  a n  in t e r m in a b le  d i s ta n c e  down the r i v e r  i t  s e e m e d  w e  saw  a  l ig h t  

m o v in g  s te a d i ly .  I t  m u s t  be D a le  K e e n e r .  A nd th en  B en  s a id ,  " O h ,  i t  m u s t  n o t  

b e  m o r e  th an  a n o th e r  m i l e .  B u t  I h a d  to c o m e  dow n s o m e  c l i f f s  a n d  w e ' l l  h a v e  

a  l i t t l e  h a r d e r  t im e  going  b a c k  up  them  in  the  d a r k . "

M e a n w h ile ,  J e r r y  h a d  c a l l e d  the Huey a t  the R an c h .  It  h a d  a r r i v e d  a n d  he  

a s k e d  i t  to p r o c e e d  a lo n g  the  P e d e r n a l e s  R iv e r  a b o u t  500 f e e t  up  ixntil i t  s aw  o u r
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l ig h t .  P r e s e n t l y  w e e m e r g e d  fecoirTwhat s e e m e d  to be  a  s o r t  of a  f l a t ,  

h e a v i ly  g r a s s e d  a r e a  c lo s e  to the R iv e r .  T h e y  w a lk e d  a r o u n d  i t .  I t  s e e m e d  

s a fe  f o r  the  h e l i c o p t e r  to lanc^ in  c a s e  i t  co u ld  f in d  u s .  D a le 's  l i g h t  a t  the  c a r  

w a s  s t i l l  an  i n t e r m i n a b l e  d i s ta n c e  aw ay .  J e r r y  s a id ,  "We c a n  b r i n g  'e m  in  

h e r e w i th  th i s  l ig h t .  He c a n  la n d  r i g h t  h e r e  w ith  no t r o u b le .  T h e r e ' s  no  w i r e s ,  

no  t r e e s . .  I  th in k  i t  m a k e s  m o r e  s e n s e  f o r  u s  to l e t  h im  p ic k  u s  u p ."

C la r e n c e  a g r e e d ,  a n d  I r a t h e r  s h a m e f a c e d ly  s a id  n o th in g  w h ic h  a m o u n te d  

to a g r e e m e n t .

O dd ly  en ough  a c r o s s  th e  R iv e r  a n d  r a t h e r  b e h in d  u s  w e c o u ld  s e e  a  g low  

o f  l ig h t  w h ic h  m u s t  be  Jo h n so n  C ity .  T h e r e  m u s t  be  so m e  t r e m e n d o u s  b e n d  ■

O '  ■ ■■  "  ' ■■ ' 'in  the  r i v e r .  We c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  p a s s e d  J oh n s o n  C ity .  H o w e v e r  w h en  C l a r e n c e  

lo o k e d  a t  h i s  p e d o m e t e r  i t  r e g i s t e r e d  9 - 3 / 4  m i l e s .

1

i

V e r y  q u ic k ly  the b r ig h t  f i r e - f ly  ab o v e  u s  th a t  w a s  th e  H u e y   a p p r o a c h e d  .....

c l o s e r  a n d  c l o s e r ,  sw ung low , p a s s e d  o v e r  u s .  J e r r y  s a id ,  " I 'm  g o in g  to  p u t  

th is  l ig h t  dow n in  the  c e n t e r  of th e  l e v e l e d  s p a c e .  You la n d  r i g h t  on it." A nd  

w e  a l l  r e t r e a t e d  to the  ed g e  of the  c i r c l e .  J e r r y  s a id ,  " T u r n  the o th e r  w a y  w h e n  

h e  l a n d s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e  g r a s s  b low ing , "

A nd s u r e  enough  he  c a m e  in, h o v e r e d  low, s e t t l e d  dow n. A » d ^ n  a  m a t t e r  

o f  m i n u t e s  w e w e r e  in  the  c o z y  i n t e r i o r  of the h e l i c o p te r  - -  th e  p i lo t  w i th  a  

b ig  s m i l e ,  a n d  w e b e g a n  r i s i n g  up  in to  the a i r .

I  lo o k e d  o v e r  to  o u r  l e f t  a n d  t h e r e  in^^f^ '^pposed ly  l e v e l  s p a c e  w a s  a  

b ig  g r a s s y  d i tc h  so m  e 15 f e e t  d e ep  - -  no  t ro u b le  w hen  w a lk in g ,  b u t  i  w o n d e r e d  

i f  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  t r o u b le d  the h e l i c o p te r .  We w e r e  up in  the a i r  fo llow ing  

^^ the^r iver^^^nd^^^  r e m  a r k a b le  how  m a n y  l ig h ts  one c a n  s e e  f r o m  up
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It is  a s  th ough  the  w o r ld  i s  v e r y  w e l l  p e o p le d ,  w h ile  down on the  g ro u n d  

b y  the  r i v e r  w e  thought w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  in  the  w i l d e r n e s s .  I t  lo o k e d  l ik e  th e r e  

w a s  a  w ho le  s t r i n g  of f a r m  h o u s e s  up  an d  dow n the  r i v e r s i d e  s o m e w h e r e .

W e h e a r d  a  t u r k e y  gobble  a n d  a  dog b a r k .  B u t w e  n e v e r  s a w  a n y  l ig h ts .

^ h e n  in  a  few  m in u te s  w e  w e r e  a t  h o m e .  We w a lk e d  in .  ' I t  w a s

9 :15 , a n d  I  w a s  f a m is h e d !  J e r r y  a n d  C la r e n c e  w e r e  b o th  g r in n in g  b ro a d ly ,  

a l th o u g h  I  s t i l l  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  s h a m e f a c e d  ab o u t  th e  Huey Howe yO

J a m e s  b r o u g h t  m e  a n  o ld - f a s h io n e d  a n d  I  c u r l e d  up  in  b e d  to  lo o k  a t  the  

" M a n  f r o m  U N C L E " .   And M a r y  f ix e d  m e  a  t r a y  of f r i e d  c a t f i s h  a n d  s la w .  

A n d  th en  a  h o t  b a th  a n d  to b e d .

M y on ly  r e a l l y  r e a l  w o r r y  i s  i f  I  do a n y  m o r e  r i v e r  w a lk in g ,  w i l l  I  h a v e  

a n y  c o m p a n i o n s ?


