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S a tu rd ay , June 18th - -  the seco n d  fu ll day of m y  v aca tio n .

I spen t the m o rn in g  r e c o rd in g  - -  a n  e a r ly  lunch  - -  an d  then  w alk ing  in  

the Sch a r n h o r s t  w ith  C alv in  S u l te m e ie r  who w ould a c tu a l ly  do the w o rk  of 

h a r v e s t in g  the w ild  f lo w e rs  - -  and  J e r r y  Ki v e tt  and  B en  B l o s s m a n .

We  t r i e d  to find  the ex a c t  p la c e s  f ro m  w hich  l a s t  y e a r s  good s ta n d  - -  the 

ru n w ay  - -  h ad  co m e , toat see  if  we had ju s t  a s  m uch  abundance  a f t e r  the h a rv e s t in g  

B ut, a l a s ,  i t  w as  a  d if fe re n t  s e a so n  - -  l e s s  s p r in g  r a in s  and  m o re  goats  an d  

sh e e p .  So th e re  i s  no f a i r  c o m p a r iso n .  And only a  couple of w eek s  ag o  i t  h a d  

b e e n  a  c a rp e t  of yellow  and  re d l  

( ^  We s ta k e d  out som e p re t ty  good s tan d s  and  then  w en t to the Dan z .  H e re

in  the 80 a c r e s  of p a s tu r e  w h ere  the w ell  i s  we p a rk e d  the c a r  a n d  w a lk ed  

p r a c t i c a l ly  the c i r c u m fe re n c e  and  a c r o s s  i t  a  couple of t im e s  s tak ing  out g ra n d  

a r e a s  fo r  h a rv e s t in g  t ru c k  loads  of a  m ix tu re  of Indian b lan k e t,  w ine cup, 

c o r e o p s i s ,  w ild  v®(bena, w ild  flo c-s, p ink  T e x as  s t a r .

Suddenly in  the b r u s h  we saw four v ig o ro u s  m oving  l in e s .  I  looked  a t  

one - -  a  s m a l l  a r m a d i l l o .  I r a n  up and  down the ro a d  looking a t  the o th e r s .

It w as  a  f a m i ly  of a rm a d i l lo s !  How fa s t  they cou ld  go. It w as  s u rp r i s in g .

B en  cau g h t  one an d  he ld  h im  up by  the ta i l .  He w as  p ro b a b ly  3 o r  4 m o n th s  old. 

F a i r l y  good ea ting , Ben sa id .  His sh e ll  is  s t i l l  p l ian t  and  r a th e r  soft. When 

we put him  down he s c u r r i e d  a f t e r  the o th e r  th re e  and  they  r a n  a long  the ro a d  

w h e re  u n d e r  a  c lum p  of t r e e s  th e re  w as one ho le , two, th re e ,  fo u r  - -  a l l  

e n t r a n c e s  to an  undergrovwi a p a r tm e n t  house  - -  inhab ited  by  who knows how 

m a n y  a r m a d i l lo s .  ' ;
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The m a in  e n t r a n c e  had  a  h ideous  e scu tch eo n  over  the door - -  abou t a

m il l io n  daddy long legs  a l l  in a c l u s t e r . '^ T h e r e  had  been  r a in  a t  the Sch a r n h o r s t

the n igh t b e fo re  and  thunder sh o w e rs  w e re  th re a ten in g .  So I d ec id ed  not to ‘
^  ,

w alk  the R iv e r  a g a in  today^ ^ u t  in s te a d  r e a d  fo r  a n  h o u r  o r  so, "T h e  D e v i l 's  

A d v o ca te" ,  by  M o r r i s  W est. _

And then  b e c a u se - th e  R iv e r  w as h igh  and I couldrit c r o s s  i t  a t  o u r  dam ,

I  s e t  out to w a rd  the Boy Scout hut.

R ig h t  b e tw e e n  J a m e s  D av is ’ house  and  the Hodges I saw  down to m y  le f t  - 

in  the h igh  g r a s s  the h e a d  and n e c k  of a  tu rk e y  hen  c au tio u s ly  s tepp ing  a long .

And in  a  m o m e n t  out of t h e 'g r a s s  I  could  see she w a s -a c c o m p a n ie d  by  s ix  l i t t le  ' 

p o u lts .  In a  m o m e n t  a n o th e r  a p p e a re d  a lso  w ith  pou lts .  They  w e r e  h e a d e d  

f o r  the R iv e r .  I  a s k e d  B en , "A re  th e se  w ild  tu r k e y s ? "  T h ey  looked  w/6ary, 

m o r e  a t  hom e in the woods then  in  the pen . He a s s u r e d  m e they  w e r e  w ild  

tu rk e y s .  It w as  the c lo s e s t  I have seen  any ^  our h o u se .  And sudden ly  th e r e  

in  f ro n t  of m e  w as  a  b ig  sn ak e . I ru s h e d  to ru n  over, h im  but he s l i t h e r e d  off 

in to  the ta l l  g r a s s  and  I c a l le d  Ben to ge t h is  gun.

T h ey  got ou t and w alked  back . So did I, But we co u ld n 't  f in d  h im . Ben 

h a d  s e e n  h im  too and s a id  he w as a  w a te r  m occasin*—^

. .  . . .. , ^

I  s h a l l  have to be  a f a ta l i s t  if  I  am  to continue w alking in  th ick  high

Cj ^  I
g ra s s ^ in  the ho t ro c k s  of the r iv e r  coun try .

I  s topped  a t  the e n t r a n c e  on the o th e r  s ide  and  w alked  to w h e re  the fence

s e p a r a t e s  u s  f ro m  the H o d g e s ' land , s tay ing  a s  c lo se  to the r iv e r  a s  I  could.
la v e n d e r

T h e r e  w as  a  p r e t ty  good s ta n d  of Ind ian  b la n k e t  w ith  a  s t r a n g e ,  f lu ffy /f low er
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r a t h e r  like a b i r d  of p a r a d is e ,  grow ing p r e c a r io u s ly  f ro m  the s te e p  bank  

of the r i v e r .  The g r a s s  w as deep  and  lu sh .  I m u s t  te l l  Dale tha t  he m ig h t  

w an t to put c a t t le  in  i t  b e fo re  he  m ow s i t .  .

How I  w ish  fo r  a  co m bina tion  t r e e  su rg e o n  and  f i s h e r m a n  to  take up h is  

abode in  the g u es t  h o u se  a s  we had  once fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a c h  s u m m e r ,  b u t 

h e  g rew  s ic k  an d  had  to go to the V e te ra n s  H o sp ita l .  But no t b e fo re  he h a d  

w o rk e d  on dozens  and  d o zen s  of t r e e s  on the r iv e r f r o n t  to t h e i r  e v e r la s t in g  

b e a u t i f ic a t io n .  But th e re  a r e  s t i l l  m o re  t r e e s ,  and  su ch  a  m a n  is  ha»d  to f ind  

in  our  a ff luen t so c ie ty .

-..... I t ' s  a  s t r a n g e  co n ten tm en t- to  b s  aw ay f ro m  the a b r a s io n  of c o n ta c t  w ith  "

p eo p le .  -
.

T o d ay  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  I d id  n o t  c a l l  the fam ily .  But I cou ld  feed  fo r  

a  long tim e on the long sw eet ta lk  w ith  Lyndon l a s t  n ight an d  w ith  L u c i  who 

h a s  g iven up  c ry in g  and  is  d e te rm in e d  to co m fo r t  h e r  Daddy.

One s m a l l  bonus f ro m  th is  p a in  w ould be an  in c r e a s in g  c lo s e n e s s  b e tw een  

L u c i and  h e r  Daddy. I t ' s  been  happening  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now, to m y deep  

s a t is fa c t io n .

Some day  soon I sh a ll  w an t to s t a r t  s ee in g  a  few good f r i e n d  aga in . B u t  

n o t  ju s t  ye t.  Solitude and n a tu re  a r e  b a lm  and soft v e lv e t  c a r e s s .

I w a tch ed  Gun Smoke and r e a d  m y se lf  to s leep . The w o r ld  is  s t i l l  no doubt 

fu ll  of t ro u b le s ,  bu t I am  qu ite  in su la te d  h e r e .


