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E a c h  d ay  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  a n d  I  a m  r e l u c t a n t  to l e t  each, one  s l i p  th ro u g h  

m y  f i n g e r s .

T h i s  m o r n i n g  a t  9 :00 M r .  B ow en  c a m e  f r o m  the  H ighw ay  D e p a r t m e n t .

I  w a s  up  e a r l y  — a  l i t t l e  p a s t  7 :00  - -  a n d  go t s o m e  w o r k  done  b e f o r e  

I  jo in e d  h im  a n d  D ale  a n d  M elv in  to w a lk  the ru n w a y  a n d  r id e  a n d  w a lk  o v e r  the  

D a n z  d i s c u s s in g  " o p e r a t i o n  h a r v e s t " f o r  the  w ild  f l o w e r s .  T h e  v e r d i c t  w a s

th a t  he  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  d e l ig h te d  th a t  w e h a d  a s  good a  s ta n d  a s  w e d id  on
dcdLcJU-

the  ru n w a y  a n d  he  a g r e e d  we sh o u ld  j u s t  c o n c e n t r a te  on th o se  h a r d  c a l i c h e   

s u r f a c e s  th a t  a r e  b a r e  now.
 '■  .  .

We found  "Th e  Ga r d e n " in  m y  80 a c r e s  in  the  n o r th w e s t  c o r n e r  n e x t  to  o ld  

M r .  L i n d i g s .   A nd  I h a d  a  f i e r c e l y  p r o p r i e t a r y  fe e l in g  a s  th o u g h  th e y  b e lo n g e d

to  m e  a n d  n o t  to God.

We s to p p e d  a t  the  R o c k s  a n d  w a lk e d  o v e r  i t .  T h e  y u c c a  a r e  s t i l l  r a i s i n g  

t h e i r  s t a l k s  of w h i te  b e l l s  to the sk y . B u t  s o m e  of th em  a r e  f a l l in g  l ik e  laflrgf!" 

sn o w  f l a k e s .  M y g o a ls  a r e  to  u s e  a l l  the  w i ld  f lo w e r  s e e d s  w e c a n  h a r v e s t  to 

f i l l  in  f i r s t  the b a r e  s p a c e s  on the  ru n w a y .  T h e n  to s c a t t e r  a m o n g  th e s e  r o c k s  

b e c a u s e  I  th in k  th e y  w i l l  n e v e r  te m p t  a  r a n c h e r .  T h e y  a r e  too  r u g g e d  f o r  a n y  

m a c h i n e r y  to s h r e d  o r  p la n t  g r a m a  g r a s s  o r  o a t s .  I  t h i n k  i t  c a n  j u s t  be  l e f t  

to  m e  a n d  n a t u r e .  A nd  t h i r d  to s p r in k le  o v e r  the  a s h e s  w h e re  b r u s h  h a d  b e e n  

b u r n e d .  F o u r t h  - -  a n d  th a t  w i l l  b e  s o m e  o th e r  y e a r  p ro b a b ly  - -  j u s t  t o s s  ou t 

a lo n g  th e  r o a d w a y s  in  the  M a r t in  o r  the  D a n z  o r  the R e a g a n .

L a s t  y e a r ,  w e  c o l l e c te d  t h r e e  t r u c k  lo a d s  fu l l .  T h i s  y e a r  I  h a v e  m y  • 

s ig h t s  s e t  on s ix .

I , . - - . - : . , : .
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M r .  B o w en  s t a y e d  fo r  lu n c h  w i th  m e  - -  h a m  f r o m  the R a n c h  a n d  b l a c k - 

e y e d  p e a s  f r e s h  f r o m  the g a rd e n ,  w o n d e r fu l  to m a to s  f r o m  s o m e  n e ig h b o r .
. . . .  •  i  

He to ld  m e  th a t  the  H ighw ay  D e p a r tm e n t  h a d  j u s t  s ig n e d  a  c o n t r a c t  f o r  71 m i l e s

in  t h r e e  E a s t  T e x a s  c o u n t ie s  f o r  l a n d s c a p in g .

T h e n  in  the  a f t e r n o o n  w e h a d  c a l l s  on the  c r i s i s  a b o u t  L u c i ' s  w ed d in g  

d r e s s  - -  the  d e l ig h tfu l  M r . D ave D a b in sk y  - -  h e  a n d  I  a r e  b o th  s u f f e r in g  

t h ro u g h  th i s .  A nd a  c a l l  to B e s s .  A nd  to  L iz  a b o u t  the  s p e e c h  f o r  n e x t  

M o n d ay  - -  the  f i r s t  d r a f t  I 'v e r e a d  a n d  t r i e d  to d ig e s t  a n d  ch a j ig e .  A nd  a  ;

r a t h e r  f r u i t l e s s  c a l l  to B i r g e .  I 'm  s e e k in g  i i s a ia a a :  L u c ia 's * -he lp . I 'm  w r i t i n g  

a  s c r i p t  f o r  v o lu n te e r s  w hen  we o p en  the o ld  Sam J o h n so n  h o u s e  f o r  ja m o n th  

d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n  s e a s o n .

A n d  th e n  i t  w a s  t im e  f o r  the  b ig  e v e n t  of the  d ay .  I  w a s  go ing  to  w a lk  

the  r i v e r  s o m e  m o r e  b e g in n in g  a t  the  Sch a r n h o r s t .  T h is  t im e  I  to o k  m y  c a m e r a ,  ' 

We a c tu a l ly  go t down to th e  r i v e r  a b o u t  5 :40 . On o u r  s i d e , ^ ^ l l  c l i f f s  to w e r e d ,  

b r o k e n  s o m e ^ t im e s  b y  a  T e x a s  p e r s i m m o n  o r  a  c a c tu s  o r  m o u n ta in  l a u r e l  o r  

c e d a r .  Som e t im e s  w ith  d e ep  f a u l t s  o r  c r e v i c e s .  And s e v e r a l  t i m e s  s p r in g s  

b u b b le d  o u t  f r o m  b e tw e e n  th e  r o c k s  a n d  m a d e  th e i r  w ay  down to the r i v e r .

We w a lk e d  a lo n g  a  h e a v y  g r a s s y ̂ s h e l f  b e tw e e n  the c l i f f s  a n d  the r i v e r .  

C la r e n c e  f i r s t  w i th  h i s  sn ak e  gun a n d  th is  t im e  a  f l a s h l ig h t .  M e a n d  m y  c a m e r a ,  

a n d  J e r r y  w i th  h i s  t h e r m o s  bag  of b e e r  an d  ic e .

In a  q u i te  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  v o ic e  J e r r y  s a id , .  " C la r e n c e ,  h e r e ' s  a  s n a k e .

I  d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  id e a  w h a t  k ind  i t  i s .  M aybe  you  h a d  b e t t e r  c o m e  lo o k ." 
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C l a r e n c e  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  p e e r e d  down in to  the th ic k  g r a s s .  A few  f e e t  

f r o m  J e r r y  w a s  a  r a t t l e s n a k e  - -  v e r y  q u ie t .  He sh o t .  He n e a r l y  s h o t  h i s  

h e a d  off. T h e  s n a k e  h a d  b e e n  ly in g  n o t  m o r e  than  6 in c h e s  f r o m  the  p a th  th e  

t h r e e  o f  u s  h a d  t ro d [  A p p a r e n t ly  h i s  own d e s i r e  w a s  to  be le f t  a lo n e .  A nd  

m a n k in d  - -  we d id  riot r e t u r n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  in  the  s a m e  w ay . In  a  q u ic k  

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  J e r r y  s a id ,  "W e ll ,  m a y b e  w e s a v e d  so m eb o d y  e l s e  b y  k i l l in g  

h im .  "

T h e n  a f t e r  th a t  w e  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  c o zy  a b o u t  w a lk in g  in  th e  h ig h  g r a s s .  

S udden ly  u p  ab o v e  u s  on  the  c l i f f s  th e r e  w e r e  a  w hole  g ro u p  of g o a ts  s te p p in g  

p r e c i s e l y  a lo n g .  T h e y  a r e , v e r y  i n t r i g u i n g  a n i m a l s .  A nd th e n  one  m o m e n t  

t h e r e  w a s  ^  c u r io u s  c lo w n - fa c e  of a  g o a t  lo o k in g  out o v e r  the  ed g e  of the  c l i f f  

s u r v e y in g  o u r  p r o g r e s s  w ith  i n t e r e s t .  A nd on the o v e rh a n g in g  le d g e  ab o v e  

u s  w e  saw  a  co lo n y  of c l i f f  sw a l lo w s '  a p a r t m e n t s  - -  h ig h r i s e  a p a r t m e n t s  - -  

t h r e e  d o z e n  o r  so .  No s ig n  o f the b i r d s .  H ad  th ey  h a tc h e d  a n d  f lo w n ?  O r  

w e r e  th e s e  l a s t  y e a r s  d w e ll in g s  ?

I t  w a s  b a d  w a lk in g .  T h e  h ig h  g r a s s  p e r s i s t e d .

A c r o s s  the  r i v e r  fo r  a  m i l e  o r  so  w a s  g r a v e l  b e a c h  a n d  s a n d  b a r s .

We m a d e  o u r  w ay  a c ro s s ^ fo l lo w in g  p a r t l y  the  l in e  of f a u l t s  - -  the u p t i l t e d  

r o c k s  - -  m a k in g  a  d r y - f o o t  p a s s a g e  f o r  ab o u t  h a l f  the  w ay . A nd  th e n  we 

w a d e d  in  the  d e l ic io u s  c o o l  w a t e r .  It w a s  open  b u t  h e a v y  going a lo n g  the 

s a n d  b a r s  a n d  w e s h a r e d  i t  w i th  h e r d s  o f  cow s. A nd  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  in  f r o n t  

o f  u s  we sa w  the w h ite  t a i l s  o f  d e e r  w ho h a d  c o m e ,d o w n  to the r iv e r  to  d r in k
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a n d  w e n t  b o b b in g  off in to  the b r u s h  a t  o u r  a p p r o a c h .

A nd  C l a r e n c e ' s  p e d o m e t e r  s a i d  two m i l e s .  I  s a t  down on th e  s a n d  f o r  

m y  b o t t le  of b e e r .

T h i s  p a r t  th a t  w e w e r e  a p p ro a c h in g  w a s  a  h ig h  w a l l  of c l i f f s  on  o u r  ' 

s id e  o f  the  r i v e r  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  tu m b lin g  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  b o u ld e r s  a s  th o u g h  

a l l  the  m a d  p o w e r  of a  d o z en  f lo o d s  h a d  s ta c k e d  th em  t h e r e .  A nd in  them  

h a d  grow n^ miraculously ^ m a n - h ig h  b r u s h  so  th a t  i t  w a s  b a d  go ing . B u t  we 

m a d e  o u r  w a y  a c r o s s  the  r i v e r  o n ce  m o r e  a n d  ta c k le d  i t .  ;

Sudden ly  we c a m e  u p o n  a  Vi te x  t r e e  - - I c a n  on ly  c a l l  i t  a  t r e e  b e c a u s e  i 

i t  w a s  hu g e  - -  t h r e e  t im e s  a s  b ig  a s  a n y  a s  I h a v e  e v e r f f  s e e n  g ro w in g  in  

s o m e o n e s  g a r d e n .  I  to o k  a  p i c tu r e  of the  l a v e n d e r  b l o s s o m s .  J u s t  l i k e  the  

o n e  w e  h a v e  i n  the  c e m e t e r y .

S u n se t  w a s  a p p r o a c h in g .  A nd on th e  c l i f f s  on  the so u th  s id e  w e  c o u ld  

s e e  the  o p en in g s  of c a v e s .  I  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  C a lv in  S u l t e m e ie r  to ld  m e  a b o u t  

s o m e  l i t t l e  b o y s  f in d in g  su c h  a  c a v e  a n d  going in  an d  f in d in g  w a t e r  w i th  good 

s i z e d  c a t f i s h  in  i t .  T h e y  h a d  c r a w le d  ou t to g e t  s o m e  f is h in g  e q u ip m e n t  a n d  

r e t u r n e d .  B u t  h a l f  w ay  in  they  got too s c a r e d .  S om eone  m u s t  h a v e  to ld  a  sn a k e  

s t o r y .  So th e y  h u r r i e d  o u t  a n d  n e v e r  v i s i t e d  a n o th e r  c av e  a g a in .

A c r o s s  the  r i v e r  w e c o u ld  s e e  a  h u n t e r ' s  c a m p .  T h is  w a s  the  on ly  

s ig n  of m a n  we h a d  c o m e  a c r o s s  in  the  w ho le  a f te r n o o n .  E x c e p t  of c o u r s e  

m a n ' s  s to c k .

A s  I  s te p p e d  up , fo llo w in g  C la r e n c e  on a huge b o u ld e r , J e r r y  s a id , " T h e r e 's  

a  t a r a n t u l a . " I  lo o k e d  b e lo w  m e  and dow n on  th e grou n d  a t  the fo o t  o f th e   ^
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b o u ld e r  w a s  a  h u g e ,  h a i r y ,  h id e o u s ,  t a r a n t u l a - -  a b o u t  4 i n c h e s  a c r o s s .

B u t a l a s  n o t  eno u g h  l ig h t  l e f t  to tak e  a  p i c tu r e .

L a s t  F r i d a y  w e  h a d  w a lk e d  tw ice  a s  f a r  in  the  s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  t im e .

• B u t  f in a l ly  we s a w  th ro u g h  the  t r e e s  x  the  y e l lo w  b o d y  of th e  t r u c k .  A ll  of 

u s  I th in k  w i th  a  b i t  of r e l i e f  though  w e h a d  on ly  t r a v e l e d  3 - 1 / 4  m i l e s .  . 1
■ y  ,  , . . ^   ̂ ■■ ■

We w e r e  in  M r .  E r i n g ' s r a n c h ,  an d  a s  w e  d ro v e  u p  p a s t  h i s  h o u s e  he w a s  

t h e r e  a t  the  g a te  open ing  i t  f o r  u s .  I th a n k ed  h im  f o r  l e t t in g  u s  go th ro u g h  

h i s  p r o p e r t y .  H e h a d  the op en  w e s t e r n  h o s p i t a l i t y  a s  though  i t  w e r e  a  p e r f e c t l y ,  1 

n o r m a l  th in g  to do - -  to l e t  s t r a n g e r s  w a lk  down y o u r  r i v e r  a n d  r i d e  th ro u g h  j

y o u r  p a s t u r e s .

T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  s i l v e r  sh ip  of the  m o o n  - -  3 n igh t^o ld  - -  a s  w e s l ip p e d  

dow n  the  c o \ in t ry  r o a d  p a s t  the  Sandy C e m e t e r y  - -  a  n e g le c te d  f o r l o r n  l i t t l e  

s p o t .  A nd  th e n  on to  the  R a n c h .

I  h a d  d in n e r  on  a  t r a y  w h ile  I m a d e  a  h a l f  d o z e n  c a l l s .  A m o n g  ' th e m , 

one  to M r s .  H i l l  - -  a  B la n c o  C oun ty  n e ig h b o r  w ho h a d  g iv e n  m e  s o m e  L a d ie s  

H o m e  J o u r n a l s  of 1908. How p e r f e c t  f o r  the  m a g a z in e  r a c k  in  th e  l i t t l e  h o u s e  

w h e r e  L y n d o n  w a s  b o r n l  T h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  p ro b a b ly  w e r e  t h e r e .


