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I  w a s  l ik e  a  c h i ld  in  a  c an d y  s to r e  r u s h in g  g r e e d i ly  f r o m  c o u n te r  to 

c o u n te r  f o r  s o m e  of e v e r y th in g  good. I t  w a s  m y  l a s t  fu l l  day  of m y  w e e k  a.t 

th e  R a n c h .

I  w oke  u p  e a r l y .  A lw ay s  no w ,I  w ak e  up  e a r l y .  A bou t 7 :0 0 , M a r v e lo u s  

a s  i t  h a s  b e e n ,  s l e e p  h a s  n o t  b e e n  one o f the  d e l ig h ts  o f  th is  w e e k .

1 w e n t  o v e r  to the  D a n z  to m y  80 a c r e s  an d  w a lk e d  the c i r c u m f e r e n c e  

o f  i t to c h e c k  on how  M e lv in  w a s  h a r v e s t i n g  the w ild  f lo w e r s  - -  a s  a  m ix e d  

m u lc h  w e c a l l  i t .  H e 's  on h i s  f if th  t r u c k  lo a d  th is  m o r n in g .  L a s t  y e a r  w e  g o t  

o n ly  t h r e e  t r u c k  lo a d s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a  s m a l l e r  t r u c k  b e d  too . T h e y  f in i s h e d

the  ru n w ay  a n d  w e r e  w o rk in g  on  the  r o c k s .  I  though t p e r h a p s  he  w a s  h a r v e s t i n g  

a  l i t t l e  b i t  c lo s e ly  bu t on ly  a n o th e r  S p r ing  w i l l  t e l l  w h e th e r  n a tu r e  w a s  p r o d ig a l  

e n o u g h  to l e a v e  a  f u l l  b o u n ty  of s e e d s .

M e lv in  i s  in te l l ig e n t  an d  s e e m s  i n t e r e s t e d .

We w e n t  to the  r o c k s  w h e r e  the g r e a t  w h ite  s p i r e s  of th e  y u c c a  a r e  

b e g in n in g  to b e n d  o v e r  w i th  a g e .

C l a r e n c e ’s p e d o m e t e r  sh o w ed  1 - 3 / 4  m i l e s .

YThile I  lu n c h e d  a t  the  k i tc h e n  ta b le  - -  amiMWCT s c r a m b l e d  e g g s  a n d  b a c o n  ■ 

a n d  g r i t s  — m y  a p p e t i t e  i s  r a v e n o u s  h e re ;  - -  D ale  M a le c h e k  s a t  w ith  m e  a n d  

we w ound  up  a l l  m y  s id e  of the  R an c h  b u s i n e s s .  T h e y ' l l  pu t o u t  the  b lu e  b o n n e t  

s e e d  now on the  e a s t  s id e  of the  ru n w a y  an d  h a l f  of the  r o c k s  a n d  the b u r n e d  

o v e r  s p o ts  on the  D a n z .  Now i s  the w ay  n a tu r e  d o e s  it^ in  Ju n e .  In  S ep tem b e r^  

w h e n  the H ighw ay  D e p a r tm e n t  i n s t r u c t s  y o u 'to  p lant^we w il l  sow  the r e s t  of 

th e m  - -  j u s t  a  s o r t  of a  l i t t l e  e x p e r i m e n t  f o r  fun . !
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B e f o r e  lu n c h ,  I  h a d  c a n o e d  a s  f a r  up  to w a rd  E r n e s t  H o d g es  a s  I  c o u ld .

F i n a l l y  y ou  c o m e  to  sh a l lo w  w a te r  a n d  ro c k s^ ^ n d  th e n  b a c k  a l l  th e  w ay  to the

d a m .  • ■ . -

Ueo<i
Woody T a y l o r  a n d  I in  the  r e d  can o e  - -  I  a t  l e a s t  en jo y in g  the  s u n s h in e  - -

a n d  the  p u ll -o n  m y  m u s c l e s  a n d  s u rv e y in g  C l a r e n c e 's  d u ck  p o p u la t io n  - -  q u i te  

a  c o lo n y  o f w h ite  Peking du c k s ,  a  m o s t  ug ly  M u sco v y , a n  i m p e r i a l  C h in e s e  w i th  

a  h e a r t y  m a n n e r ,  a  C a n a d ia n  w i ld  g o o se  th a t  f lew  in  to k eep  th e m  c o m p a n y ,  / , 

s e v e r a l  m a l l a r d s ,  a n d  a  f lo c k  of s m a l l  d u c k l in g s  th a t  C la r e n c e  h a s  j u s t  h a t c h e d  •; ■ 

in  the i n c u b a to r .  | ■

f  , U p -a t , th e  fe n c e  4fee t o u r i s t s  a n d  the c a m e r a s  h a d  b e e n  th i c k  a- fewi m i n u te s  .u—L„„ ,■  ̂ ' ' ... ' i

a g o  b e f o r e  I  s t a r t e d .  I d id  n o t  lo o k  th a t  w ay  a n d  t r i e d  ^  im a g in e  th a t  I  w a s  _ i 

i n v i s ib l e .  j

W ea ze  D ea th e  jo in e d  m e  in  the  a f te r n o o n  a n d  w e  w en t dow n to  the  o ld  

Sam  J o h n s o n  f a r m  h o u s e  w h ile  I t r i e d  to  do a  s c e n a r i o  fo r  the  h o s t e s s e s  w ho  

w i l l  c o m e  to  k e e p  i t  open  f o r  one m o n th  th is  s u m m e r  p ro b a b ly ,  u s in g  a s  m y  

g u id e l in e s  w h a te v e r  m o o d  I  co u ld  in v o k e  b y  s i t t in g  in  the  ro o m  r e m e m b e r i n g ,  

lo o k in g  a t  L u c ia 's  n o te s  on the  in v e n to r y  a n d  t r y in g  to  e d i t  ou t w h a t  p a r t  m ig h t  

r e a l l y  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  to the  sc h o o l  t e a c h e r  f ro m  Idaho  an d  the  f a m i ly  of a l l  a g e s  

f r o m  New J e r s e y .

L yndon  c a l l e d  m e .  L ynda  B i r d  a p p a r e n t ly  i s  h av in g  a  v e r y  b a d  t im e  in  

S pa in  w i th  the  p r e s s  - -  n o t  so  m u c h  the S p an ish  p r e s s  a s  the  A m e r i c a n  p r e s s .

He had  to ld  m e b e fo re  lau gh in g ly  that they didn't know she knew so  m uch Spanish .

H e sa w  h e r  on  T V  s a y in g ,  " B a s ta n te !  N o  m a s ! "  A p p a re n t ly  i t  d o e s  no  good .
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T h e y  p r e d i c t  h e r  e v e r y  m o v e m e n t .  T h e y  s t i c k  l ik e  b u r r s .

I h a d  c a l l e d  M r .  P ik e  to c o m e  ou t.  He a n d  I a n d  W ea ze  took  the ru g  

s a m p l e s  a n d  f a b r i c  s a m p l e s  a n d  d r a p e r y  s a m p le s  an d  w o r k e d  ou t s e v e r a l  good 

s c h e m e s  f o r  O r i o l e ' s  h o u s e .  J e s s e  h a d  f o r b a d e % ie  i t -w o u ld  ta k e  h e r  m o r e  

th a n  o n e -c h o ic e .  He s a y s  "Y ou w il l  n e v e r  g e t  i t  s e t t l e d " .  B u t a  w o m a n  w a n ts  

to  c h o o s e  the  e n v i r o n m e n t  she  l iv e s  in  e v e n  i f  she  i s  o ld  a n d  h e l p l e s s  a n d  h a s  ‘ ' 

no  m o n e y .  So w e to o k  o u r  s e v e r a l  c h o ic e s  down a n d  O r io le  a n d  M a m ie  p o n d e r e d  

a n d  th o u g h t .  M ean w h ile  I  h a d  g o t te n  M r .  K le in  down to h an g  up  p i c t u r e s .  I  

h a d  s u g g e s te d  e a r l i e r  th a t  I w o u ld  s e n d  h im  down a n d  th a t  M a m ie  m ig h t  h e lp  h e r  ;

O

I -

5
I

to -d e c id e"w h e re .  to  p u f  th ^ m . " She h a d  to ld  m e  w i th  a s p e r i t y ,  **li00lc h e r e  y o u n ^  

L a d y ,  I 'v e  go t j u s t  a s  good  t a s t e  a s  she  h a s ,  an d  you too  f o r  th a t  m a t t e r .  ‘

I a p p la u d  h e r  spunk . I know of no  one who n e e d s  sy m p a th y ,  c o m p a n y ,  

a n d  k in d n e s s  m o r e  th a n  O r io le .

O ne of the  s t a r s  in  L y n d o n 's  c ro w n  i s  going to  be fo r  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

h e r  th e s e  l a s t  te n  y e a r s  - -  g e n e r o u s  of h e a r t  a n d  m o n e y  an d  a t te n t io n ,  s h o r t -  

t e m p e r e d  o f h e r  c h i ld i s h  in a b i l i ty  to cope  w ith  l i f e .  B u t in  the  f in a l  e s s e n c e ,  

r e s p e c t f u l .

I  w e n t  b a c k  to m y  job  of s c e n a r io  w r i t i n g  a t  the  o ld  Sam  J o h n s o n  f a r m  

h o u se .  ’ '

A n d  a t  lo n g  l a s t  the b ig  d e c i s io n s  w e r e  m a d e  - -  g r e e n  ru g ,  g r e e n  an d  y e l lo w  

d r a p e s ,  an d  b r i g h t  c o lo r s  w ith  r e d  in  the c h a i r s .  A nd p ro b a b ly  do ing  o v e r  the 

o ld  m i s s i o n  o ak  c h a i r s  th a t  she  h a d  u s e d  fo r  so  m a n y  y e a r s .
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T h e  day  w a s  d ra w in g  to a n  end . O r io le  a n d  M a m ie  c a m e  u p  an d  jo in e d  

u s  in  the  f r o n t  y a r d  f o r  a  d r in k  w h ile  we w a tc h e d  the a p p r o a c h  of s u n s e t  on 

th e  r i v e r .  __ _

R o y  W hite  a n d  M a r y  a n d J e s s i e  H u n te r  c a m e .  I  show ed  th e m  LO O K  

m a g a z in e  w i th  i t s  r a t h e r  good s t o r y  c a l l e d ,  " M r s .  L . B . J . ' s  T e x a s "  a n d  ;  ̂ - - „-i 

p i c t u r e s  of the b lu e  b o n n e t  s e a s o n  a t  i t s  h e ig h t .

T h is  i s  the  w ind-up  of b u s i n e s s .  I  h a d  a s k e d  R oy  to h e lp  m e  to d e c id e  

w h e r e  to  p u t  a  s ig n  in  f r o n t  of the o ld  Sam Jo h n so n  f a r m  h o u s e ,  w h e r e  to r u n  

a  d r iv e w a y  f r o m  O r i o l e ' s  h o u s e  to the  C e d a r  h o u se  in  o r d e r  to k e e p  th e  m a x im u m  

. .. e x p a n s e  of g re e n ,an d -^ h e  f e w e s t  c r o s s i n g  r o a d s .  ' ■

M y d a y s  of su n sh in e  a n d  w a lk in g  a r e  o v e r  a n d  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  b a c k  to  w o r k .

W h ile  we c h a t t e d  aw ay , O r io le  s a id ,  " I  f e e l  l ik e  I 'm  lo c k e d  u p  in  a  c a g e  

a  th o u s a n d  m i l e s  aw ay .  I  c a n ' t  h e a r  a  w o rd  you ' a l l  s a y .  A nd I c a n ' t  h e lp  i t . "

It  i s  s a d  a n d  a l l  w e c a n  o f f e r  i s  o u r  p r e s e n c e  f r o m  t im e  to t im e .

W hen sh e  a n d  M a m ie  woiofid up  to h a v e  d in n e r  w i th  M r s .  M a r t in ,  I  to o k  

J e s s i e  a n d  the W h ite s  a n d  w e ro d e  a r o u n d  in  the  R e a g a n ,  saw  the  s p o t te d  d e e r  

b u t  n o t  the l i t t l e  faw n, an d  th o se  w ho h a v e  f luffy  l i t t l e  w h ite  t a i l s  th a t  lo o k  l ik e  

a b b r e v i a t e d  b a l l e t  s k i r t s ,  an d  once  u n d e r  a  f e e d e r  a  g ro u p  of s ix  - -  a  b ig  E n g l i s h  

b u c k  w i th  h u g e  a n t l e r s ,  o b v io u s ly  the  k in g . I  do b e l ie v e  the  b ig  E n g l i s h  r e d  

h a v e  a t  l e a s t  two l i t t l e  fa w n s .

We s t a y e d  u n t i l  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  r a y  of l ig h t  l e f t ,  a n d  th e n  h o m e  to  f r e s h  

b l a c k  e y e d  p e a s  a n d  b u t t e r m i l k  a n d  r o a s t ,  an d  co ffe e  ou t u n d e r  the  s t a r s  w h e r e  

th e  f i v e - d a y  o ld  m o o n  w a s  b r ig h t  s i l v e r  in  the l iv e  o a k  t r e e s  a n d  no t a  c lo u d  

.. i n k  the  sk y .  ■ ' ....
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E x c e p t  fo r  a  good r a i n ,  I c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  a s k e d  m o r e  f r o m  m y  8 -d a y  

v a c a t io n  a t  the  R an c h .

(_ . r i g h t  p e r s o n  to w o r k  w ith .  A nd  in  m y  n e v e r - e n d i n g  b ig  a n d  l i t t l e

s ^ a m  of b u i ld in g  th in g s .  F i r s t  i t  w as  M ax a n d  now i t  is  R oy . A n d  th e y  f i l l  

a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  p la c e  in  m y  l i fe .
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