
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
w a s h i n o t o n

T u e sd a y , June 28, 1966 P ag e  1

o

It b eg an  w ith  a  se n se  of e la tio n  and  i t  ended on a so lem n  n o te , 

fo llow ed  n e x t w ith  f e a r .  I t was, a  r e s t l e s s  n ig h t. We w e re  aw ake a t  

4:00 an d  a t  6:00 and  a t  8:00. And then I w ent to s le e p  and  s le p t u n til  

10 :00 .

I  h ad  an  ap p o in tm en t a t  11:00 w ith  S eh sc  M r. C h a r le s  P a lm e r  of 

W arm  S p rin g s , G eo rg ia  and  M adam e  Shoum atoff to show  m e h e r  c o m p le ted  

sk e tc h  of the p o r t r a i t  of FD R . We w ent in to  the L inco ln  R oom  to s e t  i t  

up  on a n  e a s e l ,  looked  fo r  the ju s t  r ig h t lig h t, and  then  w ith  an  a i r  of 

in fin ite  e x c ite m e n t in  a l l  of u s , M adam e Shoum ato ff l if te d  off the c o v e r in g  

an d  th e re  i t  w as - -  the m o s t w o n d erfu l face  of FDR - -  a  young, s tro n g , 

m a g n e tic  le a d e r  - -  y e a r s  aw ay  an d  m illio n s  of w o r r ie s  aw ay  f ro m  the 

dying P re s id e n t  sh e  p a in ted  a t  W arm  S p rin g s . F o r  once I lo o k ed  a t  a  w o rk  

of a r t  and  lo v ed  i t  a t  f i r s t  s ig h t. No n eed  to c a ll  in  John W alker o r  D illon

 ' IR i p l e y  to bol s te r  m y opin ion  o r to co m b a t i t .

M r. P a lm e r ,  a s  p ro u d  a s  he cou ld  be b e ca u se  i t  w as  a l l  h is  id ea , 

s a id , "T h is  is  the eye of the c o m p a ss io n a te  fa th e r ,"  po in ting  a t  one s ide  

of h is  o ld  b o s s '  fa ce . "T h is  eye is  say in g  you c a n ' t d e a l m e a c a r d  u n d e r  

the ta b le ."

A nd I thought i t  w as t ru e .  T h is  is"^*deligh tfu l d ich o to m y  of the

m an!

C offee w as b ro u g h t in  and  nobody w as in te re s te d .  A nd ju s t  then  

Lyndon p a s s e d  ou t in  the h a l l , and  I ru sh e d  out and  a sk e d  him  to com e 

in  a  m o m en t. He m e t th e m . H e looked  a t  i t .  He lik e d  i t  too . I  to ld  liitn
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w h at I hoped  fo r  i t  - -  th a t i t  w ould hang e i th e r  in  h is  o ffice  o r  in  the

C a b in e t R oom , T h is  w as m y  m o m en t of e la tio n . , ‘

A nd then , ju s t  a s  they  w e re  abou t to le a v e , N ash  C a s tro  an d  M ary  

L a s k e r  a r r iv e d .  I b ro u g ht  M ary  in  and  in tro d u c e d  h e r .  T h ey  w e re  q u ite  

f a m il ia r  w ith  h e r  nam e and  w ith  a l l  th a t she had  done. And she  l ik e d  i t  

too. ■ '

O nly the face  w as done, w ith  p ro m is e s  to have the f in is h e d  p ro d u c t i

in  the n e x t few  m o n th s . I sa id  goodbye, and  M ary  and  N ash  an d  I  le f t  in  

a  s m a ll  c a r  to v is i t  the p la ce s  th a t had-w on a w a rd s . F ra n c is  S co tt K ey 

Q  S choo l ̂ and tr ia n g le s^ a n d  down South C ap ito l S tre e t  to S outhw est W ash ing ton^

an d  p a s t  a  T ex aco  s ta tio n . My p a r t ic u la r  a im  w as to see  s e v e ra l  of the 

p ro je c ts  th a t w e re  to re c e iv e  a w ard s  th is  a f te rn o o n  so h o pefu lly  I  co u ld  

fe e l  and  a c t  in te llig e n t ab o u t th em .

We w e re  b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse by 1:30, and  I  se n t lunch  to M a ry  

on a  t r a y  in  the Q u e e n s ' Room  w hile  I got re a d y  fo r  m y  2:00 m e e tin g  w ith  

the B ea u tif ic a tio n  C o m m ittee . I t w as the l a s t  m ee tin g  of the s u m m e r  b e fo re  

"O p e ra tio n  W edding" s ta r te d  fo r  m e , and  fo r  others^/^’d is p e r s e m e n t fo r  a l l  

th e i r  v a c a tio n  p la n s . Stewart U dall p re s id e d . The m a in  b u s in e s s  o f the day

w as N at Owings show ing u s  the m o d e l fo r  the M all. B e rn ie  B ou tin  and  S tephen  

C u r r ie r ,  M rs . K o rn e r  of the G ard en  C lubs w e re  th e re .  And K atie  L ouchheim  

'^ ^0  an d  A d m ira l P h il l ip s  - -  the f i r s t  tim e  I  h ad  se e n  h im  s in ce  h is  w ife d ied .

A nd L a u rance  R o c k e fe lle r . P o lly  S hackleton , who had  w o rk ed  fa ith fu lly  on

■ ' .. .. f : .C-. ^
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n eig h b o rh o o d  p r o je c ts .  And C h a r lie  H o rsk y  and  W alter T o b r in e r  who 

a r e  a lm o s t a lw ay s fa ith fu lly  p re s e n t .  B ill W alton w as out of the  c o u n try . 

B ro o k e  A s to r  in  E u ro p e , I  th ink.

It w as  a  b r ie f ,  o u t-sp o k en  m ee tin g , b ru ta l  in  g e n e ra l, w i t h  a n  o u t-  

c ry  about too m an y  t r e e s   too c lo se . F o r  m y p a r t ,  I  k ep t on in s is t in g

th e re  w e re  a lr e a d y  a g re a t  m any t r e e s  betw een  the S m ith so n ian  and  the 

C ap ito l. A nd one of m y  ch ie f fe e lin g s  is  th a t the c h e r ry  t r e e s  p lan ted  

a ro u n d  the  W ashing ton  M onum ent g rounds no t m a rc h  row  on row  lik e  

s o ld ie r s ,  bu t be c a s u a lly  g ra c e fu lly  sp a c ed  lik e  a  to s se d  bouquet.

It w as a  s h o r t  m ee tin g , and  then  we a l l  w ent down to the  aw a rd  

c e re m o n y  a t  2 :45 in  the  Ja cq u e lin e  K ennedy G ard en . T h e re  som e 200 r e p r e - 

s e n ta tiv e s  of the 46 w inning p ro je c ts  h a d  a lre a d y  a s se m b le d  u n d e r a  ten t 

to keep  off the h e a t.

I  m ad e  a  b r ie f  sp ee ch  of w elco m e - -  a  su m m a ry  of the w o n d erfu l 

th ings th a t h av e  happened  in  W ashington th is  Spring - -  m ag n o lia

so u lan g e an as  le a d  fro m  the C ap ito l to the A n aco s tia  R iv e r , P e rsh in g  S q u are  

a b la z e  of g lo ry , and  a l l  of the l i t t le  tr ia n g le s  th a t have b u r s t  in to  b lo o m .

B u t the b u s in e s s  of the day  w as to  re c o g n ize  w hat r e s id e n ts of the D is tr ic t  

have b e en  doing, to thank  them  an d  c h e e r  them  on, and  h o pefu lly  to m ake 

them  fe e l  lik e  doing m o re  n ex t y e a r .

I  in tro d u c e d  K atie  L ouchheim  who is  C h a irm a n  of the A w ards 

C o m m itte e . And then  she p re s e n te d  the w in n e rs  w ith the 5 han d so m e
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b ro n z e  p laq u es  th a t had  b een  d e s ig n e d  by Ivan  C h e rm ayeff and th a t w en t  

to W a lk e r  Jo n es  School and  F ra n c is  S co tt Key School, and  m y  f i r s t  o ld  

f r ie n d , J e f fe rs o n  Jun io r  High School. And d e lig h tfu lly  enough; to  the 

S econd  P r e c in c t  P o lic e  S tation  w h e re  C ap ta in  Owen D av is, a  Ne g ro , h as  

p r a c t ic a l ly  m ade a  c a r e e r  out of tu rn in g  a b a r r e n  p o lice  s ta tio n  in to  a  

p r e t ty  w e ll la n d sc a p e d  p lace  w h ere  young fo lks w ill w ant to c o n g re g a te . ; . 

A nd to the  T ex aco  S e rv ic e  S tation  on South C ap ito l fo r  d e s ig n  a n d  la n d sc a p in g . 

A nd v e ry  e s p e c ia lly  fo r red u c in g  a  6 5 -fo o t h igh  T ex aco  s ig n  th a t  h ad  to w ered  

abov e  th e  C ap ito l on one of the m a in  e n tra n c e s  to a  m o d e s t 28 f e e t .  When - 

you g e t th a t k ind of c o o p e ra tio n  from  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e  you th ink  you a r e  

m ak in g  som e  headw ay . J im m y  P ip k in  w as th e re  to re c e iv e  i t .  And I hope 

he  f e l t  the w a rm th  of m y sm ile  and  h an d sh ak e .

T he a w a rd s  w e re  m ade in  th re e  c a te g o r ie s :  P u b lic , ne ig h b o rh o o d , 

an d  c o m m e rc ia l ,  by  jury^ u n d e r the c h a irm a n sh ip  of N icho las S a t te r le e , who 

had  to u re d  the c ity  in sp ec tin g  about 100 e n tr e e s .

In som e in stan ces  I w as le s s  than  e c s ta t ic  about the  c a l ib e r  of the 

e f fo r t  pu t fo r th . H opefu lly  th is  w ill only sp u r  them  on. And th e re  w e re  

c e r t i f ic a te s  - - a b o u t  40 of them  - -  fo r  o th e r  sch o o ls  and  p lay g ro u n d  p r o je c ts ,  

r e c r e a t io n  c e n te r s .  G ard en  C lu b s . The w hole em p h a s is  w as on c it iz e n  

p a r t ic ip a tio n .

A fte r  the p re se n ta tio n s  I  in v ited  the g u ests  to the South Law n fo r  

punch a n d  co o k ies  u n d er the s tr ip e d  •  te n ts . I  a sk e d  a ll  the C o m m ittee
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m e m b e rs  to look  fo r  the a w a rd  w in n e rs  and  c o n g ra tu la te  them  and  give 

th'etinrthat s o r t  of ch ee rin g -o n  th a t m a y  p ro d u ce  m o re  r e s u l ts  n e x t y e a r .

I t  w as a  fu ll two h o u rs  of the w o rk  th a t h a s  becom e a  m o s t  

c h e r is h e d  p ro je c t  in  th is  l a s t  18 m o n th s . And I w as th ink ing  of w hat

Stewart U dall h ad  sa id , "M o st of the ite m s  shown in  the p lan  fo r  the M all — 

-'would eitherfc  be in  p lace  o r  u n d e r c o n s tru c tio n  in  the n ex t five  y e a r s . "  ^ : 

A nd I  w o n d e red  how  m u ch  of i t  I w ould be h e re  to se e , o r  b a c k  on v is i t s .

So, a s  D addy u s e d  to say , "W e 'v e  got the c ro p  la id  b y  th is  y e a r  

an d  on to o th e r  th in g s . "

N ext on the p ro g ra m  w as E s th e r  P e te r s o n 's  g roup  - -  T he P r e s id e n t 's  

C o m m iss io n  on the S ta tu s  of W om en. And the r a in  w hich h a d  h e ld  off fo r  

u s  w as com ing , so  we h ad  i t  in  the E a s t  Room  - -  g re e tin g s  b y  Lyndon, 

th an k s to the  outgoing p re s id e n t,  a  w elco m e fo r  the new  one. A nd th en  

a  re c e iv in g  lin e  in  the B lue Room  - -  a  few  m in u te s  of m ix ing , an d  u p s ta i r s .

A nd the n ex t b u s in e s s  of the day  w as to see  w ith  L iz  an d  Tom  A tk ins 

an d  S im one, f ilm s  ab o u t L u c i, ab o u t o u r R o c k e fe l le r ^ L B J  R an ch  t r ip .

It w as  a  s o r t  of co n fe ren c e  to t ry  to  cue Tom  A dkins in  ■ • a n d  hope w hat 

we hoped  to a c c o m p lish  in  the m o v ies  of the w edding , - -  the  d r e s s  r e h e a r s a l s  

fo r  th is  w edding, the p re p a ra t io n s .

A t 8:00 M arv in  W atson  b ro u g h t S enato r D ick R u s s e ll  o v e r  - -  and  

c o m fo rt and  so lac e  a lw ays acco m p an y  him  w hen he co m es in to  o u r  p re s e n c e  

no m a t te r  how m u ch  we d iffe r , and  we, do. I have a f irm  fa ith  in  h is  r a r e

■ !
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a b il i ty  a s  a  public s e rv a n t,  though p e rh a p s  of a  ph ilo sophy  th a t is  now 

on i ts  tw ilig h t, an d  he is  an  e a r n e s t  f r ie n d  of Lyndon.

I t w a s  a  qu ie t  d in n e r  - -  ju s t  the th re e  of u s . One of the n ic e s t  

th ings is  th a t Lyndon co m es  hom e e a r ly  fo r  a  g u e s t lik e  D ick . T h e re  w e re

two h o u rs  d iscuss i n g  m il i ta ry  fu tu re  of the co u n try  - -  the Senate a n d  its  

p ro b le m s  and  p e r s o n a li t ie s  and  ch an g es . The a i r  w as a liv e  w ith  a  s e n se  

of change of a  b ig  d e c is io n  having  b een  re a c h e d . I t  h ad  b een  g e s ta tin g  

fo r  d ay s , w eek s , e s poused , a tta c k e d , ex am in ed , e x p lo re d  fro m  e v e r y ,  

an g le  in  the long m e e tin g s  w ith  R u sk  and  B a ll and  R ostow  an d  the m i l i ta r y

m en . I  a sk e d  no q u e s tio n s  b u t I  fe l t  the d e c is io n  had  b een  re a c h e d  - -  to 

b om b the fu e l d ep o ts .

W hen S en a to r R u s s e ll  le f t  e a r ly  a s  he m u s t th e se  days tE r ^ o to c t  

h is  h e a lth , Lyndon c a lle d  L u c i and  sa id , " I  w an t to go to c h u rc h . A re  

an y  of y o u r C ath o lic  c h u rc h e s  o p e n ?" L uc i v e ry  qu ick ly  sa id , "T h e  

M onks liv e ^  in  th e ir  ch u rch ." She cou ld  ge t P a t to c a ll  one of th e m .

We could  go th e re .  It w as a  q u ick  c a ll  and  le s s  than 30 m in u te s  l a t e r  

we w e re  on o u r w ay - -  Lyndon and L uci and  I - -  to a  d a rk , s i le n t  c h u rc h  

in  the S outhw est, d e s e r te d  ex cep t fo r  u s . We w e re  le t  in  b y  a  M onk 

in  a  long b e lte d  ro b e . L u c i to ld  m e  he w as a  b ro th e r ,  no t a  F a th e r ,  We 

w en t q u ie tly  to a  pew. and  k n e lt. And each  w ith  h is  own thoughts took  h is  

tro u b le s  to  the L o rd . T w as s it t in g  q u ie tly  in  m y  s e a t  a  long  tim e  b e fo re  

Lyndon. A nd then  w e f ile d  out. The b ro th e r  w as looking  a s  though th is
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h ap p en ed  an y  day  of the w eek  - -_q u ie tly  a nd c o u rte o u s ly  show ing u s  to the 

d o o r. N obody a t  a l l  knew  it.  b a c k  a t  the W hite H ouse fo r

a  r e la t iv e ly  e a r ly  a t ta c k  on the n ig h t  re a d in g  a t  a  l i t t le  p a s t  11:00.

\ j


