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(T Luc:1 s nmeteenth birthday, and the llth annwersary of the day we
thought rn.lght be Lyndon's last. Always when it rolls around there is.e little
songvof tnanksgiving..in mf heart. For the first few years it was_almost s,s_ ’
; though we had won avbattle. Now i£ has meited into tne back of our minds --
| a vague mm sha.dow'. | |
" The day is bnght and sunny and the Ranch is bustlmg w1th act1v1ty
: :In:the .m orn;ng fI_:yndonv and ‘I‘ went sw1mm1ng V1ck1 and Gmny Jomed us, And
the Krims and J’a.ke and George Chr1st1a.n sat on the bank.
o .Lynd_on grabb.ed both puppie_s by the.cql-lars,andvput them ;in the swirnming',
— pool.l Pécosa swarm joyfully e,nci Kim beautifnlly. When they got out. they S |
'1mm)ed1a.te1y shook themselves rlght in front -of the- dry members of ‘the- group.’”
\ o | .' It takes Lyndon several days after ne gets home to.tour a,ll‘ the‘_ ranches., o
So this fnorning we set out in the:helicopter for the Lewis w;tn the Kr‘ims. I._.ubi '
Baines and,PaF had gone vinto Austin to see some of her friends. ‘We drove oirer :
the Lewis and-the Hartman, -pa'in.'f.ul'ly dry now, pi’.qturesqne but.harsh. Wevwoun'd."
un in Jehnson CAit-}'r lvookivn‘g at the pai:ks, anel at Lyndon's boyhood honae which is ,_
so beautifully kent.. I mer.kedv thst down as .one well done job. :And Ehen .b'ack_ o
) by cousin ‘Oris]\.eis. Stacks of the 1fna,ga‘zines from the .19'20'5 are gon‘e... A{r‘-}u:}r'wj/
‘to cou_.sin Oi;iole-I, know. ,And thenliuving r‘oomAlo.oks ‘much more lived in With the :
‘old. farnily. picvture's on .the» wa;llf Her cllevot.ien to I_',y‘n'don 'is_pathetic‘ 'and. endeéfing.
- a H%rd'ialo‘gues are hilarious because she anslwei'sv him nack in a spunkie ratheri.

witty way.

Qe lres i



TN
v

N wha.t'Lyndon calls the "Mathilde Krim 'estate”. -~ Ma=ha has a share in it Only

at bill-paying time. The stone work is up -~ beautiful stone from an old Ge_rman

‘this work The dogtrot is cool and breezy and we laughed about LyndOn'

bb1rthday party August 27th. Mathilde plans to get books on the w11d flowers
: Texas persimmon and ca’ctus and yucca wbn't be bulldozed out.

~ she was enchanted thh 1t.

low above me.

" the Haywood." Of course she and Pat would bring a friend or two.. But when
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Lunches are ‘.late and uncertain, and Mary is a jewel of patience not
to m ind it when 'wev‘lsit down at 2:40 with van unpr.edictable number 4of.guests.
' I‘n‘:thevlat'e afternoon, we,‘follovued the pattern. Jessfe:and‘ the Don ‘Thox‘na's“-
had eome out to be with us. 'And the Krims, Vickix, Marie, and thny. -Z ali

of us in the hehcopter -- stopped by and picked up A, W. a.nd then went on to ,

Ml

house bu1lt in the 1850‘3, burned. down a few years ago, the«@.’bought by.
Roy. ‘I‘here.are old beams in the living room and old timbers ou.the long

- front .porch that runsthe 1‘ength»of the house. Roy has.really pbured love into™™ "~

and the wild life of the area. And this-is one house where the mesquite and .

For the f1rst time they had brought their httle girl, %:g;ﬁown. "And . -

- We Went dn; to the coca-cola cove, and_ while Lyndon took gue'sts in the .. "

speedboat 1 swam a ylong way toWard the end of the cove all alone rev'elling

| in‘T"" freedom of the warm water and blue sky and an occasional bird that dippea""‘ I

Luci was to return from Austin tol have her birthday dinner with us at
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a hap'py‘ simatién[.
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I hea;:d over the intercom that tHere would be 10 of 't‘hem inall I.wasa llttle

faint-hearted and told Mary to get anything out df’the deep freeze that she'cduld.

Luci, wherl she was aboutAS_and havdng a biftladay ‘partﬁr and at .—; ve;y..'_n

strenuous t1mem odr llfe; nvs;as teld'b”'éowh'. lmoney, Just lii’rllt thls t;o'your Ef_t
friends. We can't do _rmich now. We 'lare all spvb‘us'y. " She lo.oked at me wlth
t(;e 3 face and .said, _ '.'But mother, lhave se_lln;_a_r_x_y besf f‘zl:_iends".: What .
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‘bLuci and Pat::and six of these laest friends were waiting for..ue at,the»beach- o |
“houee. Betty Beale and Scott Duncan and dear H1tch, Lucf 8 brother,/ and hlS -
date Leslie, and the gentle ~-faced daughter of Dr. Barkley called Bltsy and her
fata - : i

We had a leisu}rely ride up to the Hafwodd I love the big boat and 1y1ng
up top on the deck with pillows behmd me and the great drama of the tW111ght |
with the powder-puff-clouds changing from every hue of rose and pir_lk and fading .,
into dusk, And the little triangles of sails oll tl1e' lake -- _red.and blue ‘and ‘striped.,v
arlnxeccahsipnal water skier, '.Everybody §vas waving at us. Folks on the 1al;e -
all know this boat; 4And that's great, Just so it's not ae;;vsmen with long d1stanee

: 'cameras.qutch has rather adopted us and I'm glad. His mother and father
are. separated -- his’ family does not play a b1g part in his 11fe.- Sowhe really |
means 1t when l'le tllmks of. Luci as his 51ster. And Luc1 has‘the most endearmg
’ She

way of wanting us to like him @ in return, Remsis a wonderful example of love '

" breeds love,
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~once a year all the world woul_d stahd still to look.
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:~‘This. morning I had talked to Lynda and she is go_ing on to Germany.

‘She told m e about going to an orphanage and _taki_n'g‘ flowers to the children

and what beautiful face's they' had. ‘.But she didn't want the press to know 1t
She was not'}howeve'r,‘crushed and»subdued' by the bad press we had been told

she“s'gévt‘tirrg. I did m y best to sell her on givixig them something brief, |

, mterestmg, warm, happy, and then goon her way.i I do not thlnk Iwon, .

.&swe sat out on the brick patio -- a b1g crowd tomght -- the Moursunds
. ' J R ,J,._ﬂ‘-n,,,.,“,. e
have br.ought,Wlll and Mary to be with D:g: Don Thomas}”ﬂave brought : i

Judge Jadk'Robérts;) Tommy Fort and his date camealong to add to Luci's

-merry group,/And there were the Krlms and all of the staff

‘ We looked up and saw the huge full moon rising., If 1t only happened -

| The night was bathed in’

'silver and it was an enchanted spot,

I talked to Luci's fr1ends mostly - very proud of . them. 'So Whoiesome,

good looklng, happy, and full of their expenences. '

: »Before they left, Luc1 said, "Thank you)mother. ‘ I've had a godd birthday; "

' And that is what I think we can all say about it.
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