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T u e sd ay ,  Ju ly  5th, m ade  a  f ic tion  out of any  s to r y  th a t  th is  i s  the p lace  

we com e to to r e s t .

v;. : .We w e re  b o th  up abou t 7:30 to te l l  the K r im s  goodbye, and  then  I sp en t  

a  h e c t ic  m o rn in g  getting  r e a d y  fo r  the tea  fo r  the 60 o r  so v o lu n te e r  h o s te s s e s  

down a t  the b i r th p la c e .  I h ad  no s c r ip t .  I had  a m p le  no tes ,  bu t I m u s t  f in ish  

d ic ta t in g  i t  and  get 100 o r  so co p ies  th e rm o fa x e d .  And th e n  a t  9:30 Lyndon 

d ro p p ed  a  s m a l l  b o m b sh e l l  on the d o m estic  scene , w h e n  s a id  he w ould like

to inv ite  the p r e s s  out fo r  a  b a rb e q u e  a t  1:00 and then  have a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e .  

C ould  we m a n ag e  i t ?  Of c o u rs e  we could, w hich i s  not to say  i t  w a s n ' t  a  

s t r a in .  ........... ■

We got the b a rb eq u e  and  b e an s  f ro m  C e c il  P r e s n ell,  did the p o ta to es  

and s l ic e d  to m a to es  and  ho t h o m em ad e  b r e a d  o u r se lv e s .  And J a m e s  b a rb e q u e d  

the  r ib s  in  the b a c k  y a rd ,  and  we m a n ag ed  an  en o rm o u s  am o u n t of co o k ies .

I gave up d ic ta t in g  to M a r ie  a s  a  lo s t  c a u s e .  I te lephoned  M iss  C h r is t in e  

w ith  an  SOS and  she w as  th e r e  w ith in  a n  h o u r  and half , to c a l l  M iss  P e r s o n  on 

th a t  b u sy  sc e n e .  I f in ish ed  i t  in  r a t h e r  good fo rm  I thought - -  the d ic ta t in g  - -  

about the h o u se , the fu rn ish in g s ,  l i t t le  an ecd o tes  of the day and  of the fa m ily  

l i f e .  And then  the x e ro x  m ach in e  b ro k e  down, w as  fixed, b ro k e  down, w hile  

I sh u tt le d  b a c k  and  fo r th  be tw een  the m a in  house  and  the old Sam Johnson  

f a rm  h o u se  w ith  tab le c lo th s ,  punch bow l and  cups  and  spoons a n d  the b e au tifu l  

Independence  Day c e n te r  p iece  of re d ,  w h ite ,  and b lue  p a p e r  f lo w e rs  an d  w h ea t  

th a t  B il l ie  M a rc u s  had  b ro u g h t m e .  And a l l  the th ings that i t  tak es  to put on
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a  la d ie s  p a r ty .  J e s s i e  H un ter  and  B e tty  W ein h e im er  w e re  down th e re  w ork ing  

a l l  m o rn in g .  B e tty  had  shangha ied  h e r  l i t t le  boy to a s s i s t ,  an d  I h ad  Lee 

w o rk  th e r e .  And som ehow  b e tw een  th em , i t  tu rn e d  in to  a  de lig h tfu l  s e t t in g  

fo r  a  co u n try  g a th e r in g .  But I w as  m o s t ly  up a t  the m a in  house  w h ere  the 

lu n ch eo n  f o r  about 50 tu rn e d  out to be som e 85 by 1:00. Som ebody had  

fo rg o t te n  to coun t the TV and  a l l  the equ ipm en t m e n . E v e ry b o d y  a te  h e a r t i ly  

and  w e ll .  And then a t  3:00 th e re  w as the p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e .  It w as  the f i r s t  

fully te le v is e d  one they  sa id  that Lyndon had  had  in a lm o s t  a  y e a r .  M ost of it. . 

w a s  c o n su m e d  w ith  V ie t-N a m , and  the h e a d l in e s  re a d :  "Jo h n so n  Sees R ed  

V ic to ry  Hope Gone - But P r e s i d e n t  Says U. S. M ay Send M o re  T ro o p s ,  E q u ip m en t 

to South V ie t -N a m " .  T h e re  w as new s fo r  m e  too: he s a id  he m ig h t  v i s i t  a l l  

50 S ta tes  b e fo re  the vo tes  a r e  coun ted  in  N ovem ber. And I a lso  h e a rd ,  a s  I 

o f ten  do, abou t som e h o u se  g u es ts  com ing  to the L B J  R anch . He h a d  a sk e d  

A m b a s s a d o r  A v ere l l  H a r r im a n  and  G e n e ra l  Andy G o o d p as te r  and  W alt R ostow  

to go to L os  A ngeles  to b r ie f  the G o v e rn o rs .  And they  w il l  s top h e r e  W ednesday  

f o r  a n  o v e rn ig h t  s ta y  b e fo re  going on.

F o r tu n a te ly ,  M a ry  and I  a r e  e la s t ic  about a  m e r e  handfu l of h ouse  g u e s ts .  

And v e r y  hap p ily ,  C la r k  an d  M arn y  C lif fo rd  w ould be com ing  in  l a t e r  th is  

a f te rn o o n  to spend  the night.

Som eone a sk e d ,  " M r .  P r e s id e n t ,  S ir ,  in  ligh t of the r e c e n t ly  p u b lish ed  

p o lls  c a n  you give u s  y o u r  thinking now about runn ing  a g a in  in  1968. " ,

"No. I have no an n o u n cem en ts  to m ak e  abou t m y  own fu tu re  ex cep t  to 

s a y  tha t  I  am  going to do m y  dead le v e l  b e s t  to s e rv e  a l l  the peop le  of this
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co u n try .  " And i t  w as  in  th is  con tex t th a t  he con tinued  abou t v is i t in g  the

I 50 S ta te s .  As he ta lk ed  about po lls  and L a tin  A m e r ic a n  p r o s p e c t s  an d  the

t ' ■

I r e a c t io n  to the depot bom bing and  a re v ie w  of the d ra f t  sy s te m  a n d  r a c i a l  .
I •
I p ro b le m s  in  the c i t i e s ,  the p eaco ck s  p u n c tu a ted  h is  w o rd s  e v e ry  few

s e n te n c e s  w ith  th e i r  s h r i l l  c r y  of "H elp" .

I le f t  b e fo re  i t  w as  w ell  o v e r  b ec a u se  the la d ie s  w ould be a r r iv in g  down 

a t  the b i r th p la c e  h o u se .  And so they w e r e  about 3:30 - -  m o re  th a n  60 of th em .

B e t ty  W e in h e im e r  s tood  w ith  m e  on the  p o rc h  and  in tro d u c e d  e a c h  of them , 

doing a  v e r y  w a rm  and  sk il l fu l  job.

It w as  a w h ite -g lo v e  a f te rn o o n  - -  not like  the f i r s t  "a t  hom e" I had  w hen 

I s e t t le d  h e r e  in  1952. M any of the la d ie s  who c a m e  b ro u g h t th e i r  s m a l l  

c h i ld re n  w hich  w as  the cus tom  of the coun try .  I had  the punch bow l fu ll  of 

d e l ic io u s  coffee and  v a n il la  ice  c r e a m ,  and iced  tea  fo r  the w e ig h t -w a tc h e rs ,  

an d  lo ad s  of good coo k ies  and  f ro s te d  g re e n  g ra p e s  an d  b ig  c h e r r i e s .  v  -

I  h ad  a s k e d  m y  ne ig h b o r ,  M r s .  H odges, to h e lp  s e rv e ,  an d  M r s .  W e in h e im e r

who h a s  the g r o c e r y  s to r e ,  and  L e la  M a rt in ,  ' L yndon 's  c o u s in  an d  n e ig h b o r ,  

an d  an  old f r ie n d  of h is  childhood, M rs .  T a n n e r .  J e s s i e  H u n te r  h e lp e d  out V '  

on e v e r y  h a n d /  Jew el M alechek  m an n ed  the g u e s t  book.

I  m a d e  them  a  l i t t le  w e lco m e  and  thank -you  speech , and  then  we 

d i s t r ib u te d  the l i t t le  x e ro x  sh e e ts  of p a p e r  w ith  a l l  the in fo rm a tio n  about 

the h o u se ,  and  took them  th ro u g h  on to u rs  of about 15 e a c h  — J e s s i e  s ta r t in g  

in  one d i r e c t io n  w ith  a  group and  I in a n o th e r .  It w;as not the m o s t  sk il l fu l ly
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m a n a g e d  a f te rn o o n ,  and  i t  is  days like  th is  a t  the R anch w hen I r e a l ly  t r e a s u r e  

the je w e ls  th a t  I have  in B e s s  a n d  L iz  and a l l  the ab le  h e lp e r s ,  b e c a u se  h e r e  

I am  try in g  to  take the p lace  of a l l  of th em . And i t  is  no t the p o lish ed  o p e ra t io n  

th ey  tu rn  out.

B u t i t  w as  a  w a rm ,  ho m ey  a f te rn o o n .  And s u re  enough, h e r e  cam e  

Lyndon r ig h t  in  the m id s t  of it basiari^ b r in g in g  w ith  h im . S issy  M o r r i s e y  

of L IF E .  He shook hands  w ith  everybody , and m ade a  r a th e r  leng thy  sp e e c h  

f ro m  the f ro n t  p o rc h  and  going in to  so m e  d e ta i l  about the fu tu re  of the P a r k  

a c r o s s  the ro a d  - -  o r  I should  say  a  p o ss ib le  fu tu re  - -  an d  o u r  own p lan s  fo r  

ev en tu a l ly  leav in g  o u r  R anch  to the G overnrnent,

Then  he le f t  to  m e e t  the C lif fo rd s  who w e re  fly ing in, and  I fo llow ed 

a,bout 5:30 ju s t  a s  soon a s  c o u r te s y  p e rm it te d .

B ut now we w e re  a t  the tim e  of the day to r e la x ,  and  I f e l t  th a t  we h a d  

b o th  e a rn e d  it .

It w as  M a rn y 's  f i r s t  t r i p  to T e x a s .  T h e re  i s  nobody I w ould  r a th e r  show
(t

m y  own^awkd m y  na tiv e  lan d  to . And C la r k  i s  a lw ays  su ch  good com pany . I to ld

Lyndon I  w an ted  to have d in n e r  b a c k  a t  the nnain house  so th a t  J a m e s  and  M a ry

w ould  no t have  to d r iv e  the e x t r a  100 m i le s  tha t i t  w o u ld ^ ^ sV th e m  w hen th ey

s e r v e d  d in n e r  to  us  a t  the Haywood, But we c h o p p e red  o v e r  to the  Haywood

fo r  the m a g ic  h o u r  of sundown. F i r s t ,  l e i s u r e ly  in  the big b o a t .  T h en  Lyndon,
in,

A, W .,  C la rk ,  S is sy ,  aisBcd L yndon 's  s m a l l  f a s t  boat.
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B a c k  a t  the Haywood, M arny  w as enchan ted  w ith  the b r ic k  pa tio  f r a m e d  

b y  the live  oaks. We had  a  d r in k  a s  the l a s t  pink clouds faded , an d  then
'.I .v-'> •’j - r -■/

c h o p p e re d  b a c k  to the L B J  R anch  h e a d q u a r t e r s  fo r  d in n er  - -  C la r k  an d  M a rn y , 

S is sy  M o r r i s e y ,  Jak e , V icki, M a r ie ,  Lyndon and I. It i s  a lw ays  fun to show 

y o u r  h o u se  to a lo v e r  of h o u se s  - -  a  p e r s o n  w hose ta s te  ru n s  in  the s a m e  

l in e .  F o r  m uch  m o re  than 20 y e a r s , „ I have loved M a rn y 's  h o u se .  And I 

d e lig h ted  in  showing h e r  Sam H o u s to n 's  l e t t e r ,  and  the n e ed le -p o in t  h a s s o c k  

th a t  Ma F e r g u s o n 's  d au g h te r  m ade fo r  u s ,  and the pain ting  of w ild  tu rk e y s  

done on a n  old b o a rd ,  and  m y  c o lo n ia l  M exican  c h e s t  f ro m  P r e s id e n t  D iaz O rd az , 

an d  m y  two M ex ican  p r im i t iv e s  f ro m  Lopez M ateos  \.and C a n t i n f l a s  and  c o p p e r  

f ro m  a l l  o v e r  the w o r ld  - -  th ings tha t com bine to m ake  m y  ro o m  sing a s  I 

w alk  th ro u g h  them , a t  l e a s t  to m e .

I t  w as  a  p le a s a n t  even ing , bu t a s  e a r ly  a s  I could  m ak e  it^for C l a r k  i s  

ju s t  r e c o v e r in g  f ro m  a  s e r io u s  bout w ith  h e p a t i t is  w hich le a v e s  you bone 

w e a ry .  And fo r  u s  too, i t  h a d  b een  a  v e r y  fu ll  day.


