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With tl;xe deciéibn defini.tely fnadé tobsta;y at the Ranch.until Mdnday A o
1 s‘ink hapéily into the lotus;eater‘sta.ge. .I dov not work -&ve'f;sely 1 miés :
- . : . : : 2
. I rode wit‘h"LYx}dorxl ixi tﬁé mbrnihg over the Reagan Réncfz; He néver
tires ,a'tijlvook:ixi»g a}f ‘thc‘a 'de‘el_'... Aﬁd then bac_ktqlthe hc'mv_s.e"fo';*the i.m-pbrta.nt
eveﬁt' 9f fhé day,fof rh'e - d:ig;i;xg in withf Lﬁci and Palji)wi:th Pa;t at the wheei] ce
i:o see ‘t':h;e dfeam house that Luci had described tob me. ‘The.y hatd found it the.i :
‘day b’efore and thejr Qere so excited beca/.'uéetlﬁwarvn_:.é;d togo w1th thé,nfx to sge‘ it.
‘I‘ couldn‘t };;Qe glventhem a bettér present, Lucidesﬁ:_ribed ii: eve;ryﬁnile of-v o
the-. wéy with mgéiﬁ in her voicé. ' “Mothevr w};en Iwas a littie -giﬂ 6 years old T
‘g(’aing around in your high heels and drearﬁing of tht_e.house. that iwoﬁld sbme‘_ E
day live‘ in with myvhusband - ghis is ithe house. FI'll be so hé.ppy Wf;en I.'r-n
on my honeymoon t?). think that I'.ve got it té come back _to.and éta;rt out in." :
The‘locaft-ion sounded'goiod -- .right'v off Expos’i_tion, clobs.\'el to O'Henry.  And . -
when we é.rriveci 1 found th;'_alr; i‘t’ was‘ ;)n< a 11ttle ﬁozzs;ashoé;-‘a -litvtle-nest‘of :
6 or 8 h('J}i.ses, rather déligi;tfuliy_qérhposed on a hillgide'; Héf d're.t;n'i 'ﬁouse o

was a _lli_lttl:lev.duple'xvmade of old brick -- a ratherrrlelléw pinkish beige with -

. a littlg%n gate -- all of it Tom Thumb scale and an absolutéminiatu-re

D
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Y few feet of grass and shrubs framing‘the house.

Inside, it was in delightful taste. I found myself taking off my hat to )

Luci, agreeing with her enthusiasm, I wished we had brought a tape measure

so we could see the size of the rooms and the wall space.. Lucimonce - -
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dispatched Pat to the closest drug store to buy one. He was back in

15 minutes -- so0 convenient » Austin. And we got down on the floox, crawling
iaround on our hands and knees -- Pat and I -- measuring the living room --. _
n1ce siie =19 % 12 -2 and the master bedroorn was almost 12 x 14. 8. But.

-alas 1 fea.r that kmg size bed of theirs would have to walt for the next house.

And the other.very tiny bedroom, or den -~ a bit blgger than 9x 11, The

kitchen was bright and shiny w1th copper and Lucilkept on pulling out draw’ei'e and

~saying, ''See mother, see mothelj," and opening closet doors and saying, "Look .

at this wonderful storage space', Only living in it will teach her how small - .

it is com pared to what she is living in now. And in Austin of the'lo“r‘ely_‘views.—————'

little place vothefwlse. A good laboratory to learn to keep house in. And'l _

at once began to think about the things‘ that I could lend her -- we could have.

putin while she was on her honeymoon,

tO : :
And then excited and t1red we drove over/bbe Youngbloods and 1 ordered,

a fr1ed ch1cken dm.ner -- Luc1 s very favorlte. But it was Friday and

she remembered)so she had fried shrimp. - - shera.nd Pat ~~ while she -

: -glowed'vs}ith the enthusiasrtilthat I had shared with them on "th‘ei"r"‘fi:”st real

examination of the place that they might live in, " All in all, ‘Iepplaud their

discernment and erlvy their excitement. And as I sat at Youngbloods enJoy1ng

the fr1ed ch1cken and hot rolls and honey. I thought what a far cry- th1s is from

’ i
the elega.nce of the White House. But how content, “how dehghted I am’ here.

Will the fma.l move be as ea.sy'? I want to enjoy, . rehsh every day there to the B
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_ fullest and begrudge not one thing when 1 depart. Ibelieve I can. I left them

3

to go their visiting ways with all of Luei‘s multitude of friends and returned

to the main Ranch to’ f1nd the Jack: Horners, the Bob Youngs and the Gllls

v151l:1ng Lyndon, established in the Cedar house and Sarg Shrwer, expected

to fly in about 5 00 bruz,ng w1th him Dr. Blll Crook and h1s assistants Bill

' Mullen and Paul Dunkin, They had been havmg a tour of a11 the poverty

progects in Texas -- Dallas, Houston, Corpus Christi, Camp C%, San Marcos'_. v

-~ When they arrived, "L)'rndo"n 16adedwin Sarg and some of the newspaper)

men and I followed in another car with Bill Mullen and Paul Dunki_nand the

ladies, and we drove through the Reagan Ranch and on to the Sharnhoret

where a chopper picked us up and we flew to the West Ranch in time to arrive

just before sundown and see Dale Meek's operation -- trapping the native deer.

He had a huge net -- 30 or more.feet across -- rigged on a _high pole in the
middle‘ and stretching out to trees or retalning polee on the side. Around the ‘
base of the m iddle pole he put corn, . And then one of the Sm1th boys who 1s )
in charge of the operatmn and absolutely dehghted with the JOb chmbs in a

ne»arby tree w1th ,strmg that tr1ggers the net. - And when a suitable number of “ ;

deer -— hopefully as many as f1ve - are eatmg the corn, he drops the net over
them. : We pa.rked out of s1ght and walted Then we got the signal, The net
had been dropped and we dr0ve qulckly up over the h111 and there lymg on the .

ground under the net were f1ve strugghng deer, And tumbhng out of the: p1ckup

were. Dale Meeks and several Sulteme1er boys and others -- flve in all --'_
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one to catch each of the deer and carefully, tenderly disentangle him
from the net and pick him up. Some of them were bleating just like sheep. |
The sound astonished me. A man can car‘ry a moderate sized one ~- sometimes'__
m;' a big buck with horns -- they are in velvet now -- it takes two, They had
rigged up a picknp that had the sides enclosed with just tiny holes fot air so
that it was-quite, quite dark inside. Dale said that amazingly some of his . |

catches of deer would be asleep by the time he drove them to the Reagan

Ranch and he w0uld have to go in an&Wake them up to get them out,

On the first catch they had made the#n'ustake of leavmg some open space .
so that 11ght came in and the deer had been absolutely frant1c -- had kicked,
fought, struggled, injured themselve s: Itwasan intex_'esting operation and
an absolutel_y' new field with all the‘people pa'rticii)ating’ tn it, © On .the second
catch they only caught one deer. But that wae six for a night. We are hopmg

to populate the Reagan and the Dan,‘.z And We sley, with a heavy over- populatmn

on his Ranch, is w1111ng to give us as many as we can catch. ‘
As for the ranch hands, this is more fun than the Saturday night dant:e‘,. ‘

They were revelling in‘it;

We went back by ch0pper to the main house when dark had fallen and

waTehad

had dmner and then M the movie of the Blg Bend country and the ”N1ght

of the Dragon" w’ﬁe Pres1dent's éountry whlch I feared was abOut 30 mmutes

- too much for our m‘

1 had had Sarge on my i'ight at dinner, listening eagerly to his ve‘ry

graphic stories of individual successes in the poverty program. He is a
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» greaLt'salesman and apparently Camp GR&r#y is a showcase‘withbevery

graduate from the Job Corps going on to a good paying job in private

Lyndon _in‘sivsted that fhey_ spend the night. They worked out a plah
for a plane ‘t.o.vpick them up the next morning and I showed Sarge and Bill

Crook and the o_thef gues_ts to their rooms,




