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W ith  th e  d e c is io n  d e f in i te ly  m a d e  to  s ta y  a t  the R an ch  u n t i l  M onday
■ -

I  s in k  h a p p ily  in to  the  l o t u s - e a t e r  s ta g e .  I  do n o t w o rk  - |  perv e r s e ly  I  m is s  

i t .  '

I  ro d e  w ith  L y n d o n  in  th e  m o rn in g  o v e r  the  R e a g a n  R a n c h . H e n e v e r  

- t i r e s  a t  lo o k in g  a t  th e  d e e r .  A n d  th e n  b a c k  to  the  h o u se  f o r  th e  im p o r ta n t

e v e n t of the  d a y  f o r  m e  - -  d r iv in g  in  w ith  L u c i a n d  P a t^ w ith  P a t  a t  the w heel^  

to  s e e  th e  d re a m  h o u se  th a t L u c i  h a d  d e s c r ib e d  to  m e . T h e y  h a d  fo u n d  i t  th e  

d a y  b e fo re  a n d  th e y  w e re  so  e x c i te d  b e c a u s e  I w a n ted  to  go w ith  th em  to  s e e  i t .  

I  c o u ld n 't  h a v e  g iv e n  th e m  a  b e t t e r  p r e s e n t .  L u c i d e s c r ib e d  i t  e y e ry ^ n ile  of 

^ the  w ay  w ith  m u s ic  in  h e r  v o ic e . " M o th e r  w hen  I  w a s  a  l i t t l e  g i r l  6 y e a r s  o ld

g o in g  a ro u n d  in  y o u r  h ig h  h e e ls  a n d  d re a m in g  of the h o u se  th a t  I  w o u ld  so m e  

d a y  liv e  in  w ith  m y  h u s b a n d  - -  th is  i s  th e  h o u se . I ' l l  b e  so  h a p p y  w h en  I 'm  

o n  m y  h o n e y m o o n  to  th in k  th a t I 'v e  g o t i t  to  co m e  b a c k  to  an d  s t a r t  o u t in . "

T h e  lo c a t io n  so u n d ed  good  - -  r ig h t  off E x p o s itio n , c lo s e  to  O 'H e n ry . A nd 

w h e n  w e a r r i v e d  I  fo u n d  th a t i t  w a s  on a  l i t t l e  h o r s e s h o e ,  a  l i t t l e  n e s t  of 

6 o r  8 h o u s e s ,  r a t h e r  d e lig h tfu lly  c o m p o se d  on a  h i l l s id e .  H e r  d re a m  h o u se  

w a s  a  l i t t l e  d u p le x  m a d e  of o ld  b r i c k  - -  a  r a t h e r  m ellow  p in k ish  b e ig e  w ith  

a  little^^^^L ^l^^n  g a te  — a l l  o f i t  T o m  T h u m b  s c a le  a n d  a n  a b s o lu te  m in ia tu r e  

____ few  f e e t  o f g r a s s  and  s h ru b s  f r a m in g  the  h o u se .

In s id e , i t  w a s  in  d e lig h tfu l t a s t e .  I  found  m y s e lf  ta k in g  o ff m y  h a t  to  

L u c i ,  a g r e e in g  w ith  h e r  e n th u s ia s m . I w ish e d  w e h a d  b ro u g h t a  ta p e  m e a s u r e  

so  w e c o u ld  s e e  th e  s iz e  of the  ro o m s  a n d  the  w a ll  s p a c e ..  L u c i  at once
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V , ■ . ■ ■ ■ _

_  d is p a tc h e d  P a t  to the c lo s e s t  d ru g  s to r e  to buy o n e . H e w a s  b a c k  in

15 m in u te s  - -  so  c o n v e n ie n t A u s tin . A nd w e go t dow n on  th e  flo o r, c ra w lin g

a ro u n d  on  o u r  h a n d s  a n d  k n e e s  - -  P a t  a n d  I - -  m e a s u r in g  the  l iv in g  ro o m  - -  •

n ic e  s iz e  - -  19 x  12 - -  an d  th e  m a s t e r  b e d ro o m  w a s  a lm o s t  12 x  1 4 .8 .  B u t

a la s  I  f e a r  th a t  k in g - s iz e  b e d  of th e i r s  w ou ld  h a v e  to  w a it f o r  the  n e x t h o u s e .

A nd the  o th e r  v e r y  t in y  b e d ro o m  o r  d e n  - -  a  b i t  b ig g e r  th a n  9 x  11. T he

k itc h e n  w a s  b r ig h t  a n d  sh in y  w ith  c o p p e r  an d  L u c i k e p t on p u llin g  o u t d r a w e r s  a n d

s a y in g , "S ee  m o th e r ,  se e  m o th e r!" a n d  o p en in g  c lo s e t  d o o r s  an d  s a y in g , "L o o k

a t  th is  w o n d e rfu l s to r a g e  s p a c e " .  O nly  liv in g  in  i t  w il l  te a c h  h e r  how  s m a l l

i t  is  c o m p a r e d  to  w h a t sh e  i s  l iv in g  in  now . A nd in  A u s tin  o f the  lo v e ly  v ie w s ,------

I  b e g ru d g e  the  la c k  o f  a  v iew  o f a n y  s o r t .  B u t i t  i s  a n  a b s o lu te ly  c h a rm in g

l i t t l e  p la c e  o th e rw is e ,  A good l a b o r a to r y  to  l e a r n  to  k e e p  h o u se  in . A nd I

a t  o nce  b e g a n  to th in k  a b o u t the  th in g s  th a t  I  co u ld  le n d  h e r  - -  w e c o u ld  h av e

p u t in w h ile  sh e  w a s  on  h e r  h o n ey m o o n . .

to '
A nd th en  e x c i te d  an d  t i r e d ,  w e d ro v e  o v e r /  Youngb l oods  a n d  I  o r d e r e d ,  

a  f r i e d  c h ic k e n  d in n e r  - -  L u c i 's  v e r y  f a v o r i te .  B u t i t  w a s  F r id a y  a n d  

sh e  r e m e m b e r e d  ̂ so sh e  h a d  f r i e d  s h r im p —  she  a n d  P a t  - -  w h ile  sh e  

g lo w ed  w ith  the  e n th u s ia s m  th a t I h ad  s h a r e d  w ith  th em  on th e i r  f i r s t  r e a l  

e x a m in a tio n  o f the p la c e  th a t th ey  m ig h t liv e  in . A ll in  a l l ,  I  a p p la u d  th e i r  

d i s c e r n m e n t  a n d  en v y  th e i r  e x c ite m e n t.  A nd a s  I s a t  a t  Y o u n g b lo o d s e n jo y in g  

the  f r i e d  c h ic k e n  a n d  h o t r o l l s  an d  h o n ey , I th o u g h t w h a t a  f a r  c r y  th is  i s  f ro m  

^  th e  e le g a n c e  o f the  W hite H o u se . B u t how  c o n te n t, how  d e lig h te d  I  a m  h e r e !
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f u l l e s t  a n d  b e g ru d g e  n o t one th in g  w hen  I d e p a r t .  I  b e l ie v e  I  c a n . I  le f t  th em  

to  go th e i r  v is i t in g  w ay s  w ith  a l l  of L u c i’s m u lti tu d e  of f r ie n d s  a n d  r e tu r n e d  

to  the  m a in  R a n c h  to  fin d  the  J a c k  H o r n e r s ,  the  Bob Y oungs a n d  th e  G ills  

v is i t in g  L yndon,, e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  C e d a r  h o u se  a n d  S a rg  S h r iv e r ,  e x p e c te d  

to  f ly  in  a b o u t 5 :00 b r i i ^ g  w ith  h im  D r . B il l  C ro o k  a n d  h is  a s s i s t a n t s  B il l  

M u lle n  a n d  P a u l  D unk in . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  h av in g  a  to u r  o f a l l  the  p o v e r ty  

p r o je c t s  in  T e x a s  - -  D a l la s ,  H o u s to n , C o rp u s  C h r is t i ,  C am p  C a r y ,  San M a r c o s .

■ '  W hen th ey  a r r iv e d ,  L yndon  lo a d e d  in  S a rg  a n d  so m e  of th e  n e w s p a p e r  

m e n  a n d  I  fo llo w e d  in  a n o th e r  c a r  w ith  B il l  M u llen  a n d  P a u l  D u n k in  a n d  th e  

l a d i e s ,  a n d  w e d ro v e  th ro u g h  the R e a g a n  R an c h  a n d  on  to  th e  Sch a r n h o r s t  

w h e re  a  c h o p p e r  p ic k e d  u s  u p  a n d  w e flew  to  the W es t R a n c h  in  t im e  to  a r r i v e  

ju s t  b e fo re  sundow n a n d  s e e  D ale  M eek ’s o p e ra t io n  - -  t ra p p in g  th e  n a tiv e  d e e r .

He h a d  a  h u g e  n e t  - -  30 o r  m o re  f e e t  a c r o s s  - -  r ig g e d  on a  h ig h  p o le  in  the  

m id d le  a n d  s t r e tc h in g  o u t to  t r e e s  o r  r e ta in in g  p o le s  on  the  s id e .  A ro u n d  th e  

b a s e  o f th e  m id d le  p o le  h e  p u t c o rn .  A nd th e n  one of th e  S m ith  b o y s  w ho is  

in  c h a r g e  o f th e  o p e ra t io n  a n d  a b s o lu te ly  d e lig h te d  w ith  th e  jo b  c l im b s  in  a  

n e a r b y  t r e e  w ith  s t r in g  th a t t r i g g e r s  the  n e t. A nd w h en  a  s u i ta b le  n u m b e r  o f 

d e e r  —  h o p e fu lly  a s  m a n y  a s  f iv e  - -  a r e  e a tin g  .the c o rn ,  h e  d ro p s  the n e t  o v e r  

th e m . We p a rk e d  o u t of s ig h t a n d  w a ite d . T h en  w e g o t the  s ig n a l .  T h e  n e t  

h a d  b e e n  d ro p p e d  a n d  w e d ro v e  q u ic k ly  up  o v e r  the h i l l  an d  th e re  ly in g  on the 

g ro u n d  u n d e r  the  n e t  w e re  f iv e  s t ru g g l in g  d e e r .  A nd tu m b lin g  o u t  o f th e  p ic k u p  

w e r e  D ale  M eek s  a n d  s e v e r a l  S u l te m e ie r  b oys a n d  o th e r s  - -  f iv e  in  a l l  - -
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one to  c a tc h  e a c h  of th e  d e e r  a n d  c a r e fu l ly ,  te n d e r ly  d is e n ta n g le  h im  

f ro m  the n e t a n d  p ic k  h im  up . Som e o f th em  w e re  b le a t in g  ju s t  l ik e  s h e e p .

T h e  so u n d  a s to n is h e d  m e . A m a n  c an  c a r r y  a  m o d e ra te  s iz e d  one - -  s o m e t im e s  

a  b ig  b u c k  w ith  h o rn s  - -  th ey  a r e  in  v e lv e t  now  - -  i t  ta k e s  twOy^ T h e y  h a d  

r ig g e d  up  a  p ic k u p  th a t h a d  the s id e s  e n c lo s e d  w ith  ju s t  t in y  h o le s  fo r  a i r  so  

th a t  i t  w a s  q u ite , q u ite  d a r k  in s id e .  D ale  s a id  th a t  a m a z in g ly  so m e  of h is  

c a tc h e s  o f d e e r  w o u ld  be a s le e p  b y  the  tim e  he d ro v e  them  to the  R e a g a n  

R a n c h  a n d  he w o u ld  h a v e  to  go in  an iw ak e  th em  up  to  g e t th em  o u t.

On th e  f i r s t  c a tc h  th e y  h a d  m a d e  th ^ m is ta k e  o f le a v in g  so m e  o p e n  s p a c e  

so  th a t  l ig h t  c a m e  in  a n d  the  d e e r  h a d  b e e n  a b s o lu te ly  f r a n t ic  - -  h a d  k ic k e d , 

fo u g h t, s t ru g g le d ,  in ju r e d  th e m s e lv e s ;  I t w a s  2Ui in te r e s t in g  o p e ra t io n  a n d  

a n  a b s o lu te ly  n ew  f ie ld  w ith  a l l  the  p e o p le  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  i t .  On the  s e c o n d  

c a tc h  th e y  o n ly  c a u g h t one d e e r .  B u t th a t  w a s  s ix  f o r  a  n ig h t. We a r e  h o p in g  

to  p o p u la te  the  R e a g a n  an d  th e  D a n z .  A nd W es le y , w ith  a  h e a v y  o v e r -p o p u la t io n  

on  h is  R an c h , i s  w ill in g  to  g iv e  u s  a s  m a n y  a s  w e c a n  c a tc h .

A s f o r  the  r a n c h  h a n d s , th is  i s  m o re  fun th an  th e  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t d a n ce ! 

T h e y  w e re  r e v e l l in g  in  i t .

We w e n t b a c k  by  c h o p p e r  to  the m a in  h o u se  w h en  d a r k  h a d  fa l le n  an d  

h a d  d in n e r  a n d  th e n  the  m o v ie  of the  B ig  B en d  c o u n try  a n d  th e  "N ig h t

o f the  D ra g o n "  and "The P r e s id e n t ’ s Co u n try " w h ich  I  f e a r e d  w a s  a b o u t 30 m in u te s  

to o  m u c h  f o r  o u r  company. *

I  h a d  h a d  S a rg e  on m y  r ig h t  a t  d in n e r ,  l is te n in g  e a g e r ly  to  h is  v e r y  

g ra p h ic  s to r i e s  o f in d iv id u a l s u c c e s s e s  in  th e  p o v e r ty  p r o g r a m . H e i s  a
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g r e a t  s a le s m a n  a n d  a p p a r e n t ly  C am p  Ga r y  i s  a  sh o w case^ w ith  e v e r y  

g ra d u a te  f ro m  the  Job  C o rp s  go ing  on to a  good pay in g  job  in  p r iv a te  

e n t e r p r i s e .

L y n d o n  in s i s t e d  th a t  th e y  sp e n d  the  n ig h t. T h e y  w o rk e d  ou t a  p la n  

f o r  a  p la n e  to  p ic k  th em  up  the  n e x t m o rn in g  a n d  I  show ed  S a rg e  a n d  B ill  

C ro o k  a n d  the  o th e r  g u e s ts  to  th e i r  ro o m s .


