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MEMORANDUM.

THE W HITE HOUSE 
S a tu rd a y , Ju ly  9, 1966 W a s h i n g t o n  P ag e  1

W ith only  one m o re  day le f t  in  T e x a s , we a r e  re a c h in g  fo r  the sun.

In the c r i s p  coo l m o rn in g  I took a  cup of coffee o u t to the sw im rtiing 

poo l to  s i t  w ith  Lyndon and  ta lk  and  sw im  a n d  w a tch  the flag  f lip p in g  in  the 

b r e e z e .  And then  h u n g e rin g  fo r  a  r e a l  w alk  I a sk e d  the n e w sp a p e r  people 

w ho h ad  sp en t the n ig h t in  the  C e d a r  H ouse - -  the G ills , the Y oungs, the 

H o rn e rs  - - i f  they  w ould  lik e  to have a  long w alk  in  the R ea g an  w ith  m e ,

M rs .  Young jo in ed  m e and  we w alked  ab o u t a  m ile  and  a  h a lf  a ro u n d  

the c i r c le  p a s t  two of the d e e r  f e e d e r s .  I t 's  so  m u ch  m o re  a n  in tim a te  

r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  the e a r th  to w alk  than  to d riv e  o r  fly  - -  a  d if fe re n t p e r s p e c t iv e .

We p a s se d  the f ie ld  of Sudan g r a s s  and  saw  the young bu ffa lo  - -  th re e  

fe m a le s  - -  feed ing  co n ten ted ly  w ith  th e ir  d a rk  b ack s  ju s t  show ing above the 

g re e n  of the g r a s s .  We did n o t s e e  the young b u ll who h a s  com e down fro m  

O klahom a, b u t I h e a r  th a t he h a s  m ad e  a  couple of ru n s  a t  the fen ce  bend ing  i t  

b u t no t m ak in g  h is  w ay  th ro u g h . ,

A fte r  an  h o u r o r  so , Lyndon and a l l  the r e s t  of the n e w sp a p e r  peop le  

c a m e  u p  in  the c o n v e r tib le  w ith  the  top down - -  Lyndon v e ry  b ronzeff' A nd w e

lo o k ed  fo r  "Big Blue" and the E n g lish  re d s  and  the s i k a  d e e r .  And Lyndon 

f re q u e n tly  g e ttin g  D ale on the phone to te l l  h im  th ings th a t n ee d e d  to be done —  

th e  C an ad ian  d e e r  looked  in  b ad  cond ition  - -  d id  they  have w o rm s  - -  w e re  we 

feed in g  them  an tib io tic  in  the s a lt  - -  the p ipe ought to be hooked  up  to th e  tan k  - -  

i t  w as  g e ttin g  so  low  the f ish  m ig h t d ie .

T he c o u n try  is  s t i l l  r e f r e s h e d  fro m  the 2 -1 /2  in ch  r a in .  B ut i t  w ill soon  

b e  gone.



. \

r\

r “

MEMORANDUM. -

THE W HITE HOUSE .
S a tu rd a y , Ju ly  9» 1966 wa sh im ot on  J^age 2

B ack  a t  the R anch  h o u se , Don and  J e s s e a r r iv e d  an d  the H o rn e rs  and  

the  Y oungs and  the G ills  l in g e re d  fo r  lunch .

A s u su a l the tab le  w as bulg ing  - -  Ja k e , M a rie , V ick i and  G eorge
. ' .

C h r is t ia n .  W hen e v e r  have I s a t  down a t  th is  tab le  a s  a  fa m ily  of fo u r o r
■

a couple of tw o? 'S o c ia l life  in  the h i l l  co u n try  is  a t  a  p ea k  th is  w e e k e n d ^

M a ria lle n  had  c a lle d  and  in v ited  u s  to a  buffa lo  b a rb e q u e  th is  even ing , 

b u t we c o u ld n 't  go. I sa id  we w ould go o v er to the John  H ills  to see  th e ir  

R an ch  an d  have d in n e r .

A t the b eau ty  p a r lo r  I got a  d e s c r ip tio n  of w hat the buffalo  b a rb eq u e

w ould be  lik e . The p o s t tra in in g  w ould s ta r t  a t  4 :00 . P eo p le  w ould d r if t  in

fro m  a l l  o v e r  the county  - -  ab o u t 200 in  a l l .  (I saw  D ale M eeks a l l  d r e s s e d  

up w e a r in g  a  s tr in g  tie  and  bouncing  along  in  the p ickup). A young bu ffa lo , 

c o rn - fe d , w as be in g  b a rb eq u ed  a l l  a f te rn o o n  and  w ould be s e rv e d  a ro u n d  6 ;00. 

A nd a f te rw a rd s  a  b and  fro m  S tonew all w ould fu rn is h  m u s ic  fo r d an c in g . L a te r  

I h e a rd  th a t the  dancing  la s te d  u n til  2:Ool

In the coo l of the  even ing , Lyndon and  J e s s ie  and  Don and I  w en t in  the  

ch o p p er to  the H ills .  I t w as  an  e x p e r ie n c e  I  s h a ll  r e m e m b e r .

. T he John  H ills  have bought the h o u se  r a th e r  r e c e n tly . It w as  b u ilt  i x |  

O 'N e il F o rd  som e y e a r s  ago fo r  a  p e rso n  w ith  ta s te  an d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th is  

c o u n try . I t is  b eau tifu lly  s ite d  on  a  h illto p  w ith  a  v iew  of the w inding r iv e r  

a n d  the d is ta n t  h il ls  - - o f  stone w ith  a  long low p o rch  t h a t H i l l  s a y s  i s  h e r  

fa v o r ite  sp o t ab o u t 5:30 in  the m o rn in g  ju s t  a s  dawn c o m e s  up to d r in k  h e r  

coffise and  w atch  the d e e r .
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M r. H ill is  ab o u t 6 '6 "  and  d e lig h ts  in  show ing the place, a s  I w ould.

He is  a  w eekend , su m m e r tim e  r a n c h e r  who m a k e s  h is  liv ing  in  a n o th e r  w ay, 

h a s  fa lle n  in  love w ith  the c o u n try .

T he law n I loved  a lm o s t  m o s t of a l l .  And sac e s p e c ia lly  the  T ex as  

p e rs im m o n  t r e e s  w ith  th e ir  a sh y  w h ite  tru n k s  and  tw is te d  a r t i s t i c  b ra n c h e s .  

T hey  lo o k  qu ite  J a p a n e se , r a th e r  lik e  B o n s a i  t r e e s  - -  s c o rn e d  by  r a n c h e r s  

an d  b u lld o zed  out. T hey  a r e  r e a l ly  jew e ls  in  th is  s e ttin g . T hey  h ad  a  sn a k e - 

p ro o f p lay  y a rd  fo r  the c h ild re n , a  w  sw im m ing  pool, and  an  e n o rm o u s  b e a m e d  

liv in g  ro o m  fu rn is h e d  w ith  o u ts iz e  o ld  S panish  a n tiq u e s  - -  one w a ll fu ll of 

pa in tings.n  It w as the  ra n c h  i t s e l f  th a t in tr ig u e d  u s .- j 

, r We ro d e  and  ro d e  in s id e  h is  d e e r -p ro o f  fen ce . T h e re  is  a  m u ltitu d e  of 

the n a tiv e  w h ite - ta il ,  and  I  w as d e lig h ted  th a t he lik e d  them  b e s t  of a l l .  He h as  

ex o tic  g am e too - -  so m eth in g  c a lle d  A u d ad  sh eep , an te lo p e  - -  q u ite  a  v a r ie ty .

T he r e a l  b ig  m o m en t of the day w as w hen we w en t down to the r iv e r .  I  

h a d  n e v e r  known th e re  w as any th ing  like, th is  on the P e d e rn a le s !  H uge, r o llin g  

f a l ls  th a t c a sc a d e  o v e r  the lim e s to n e  ro c k s  in to  a  d e e p :  c le a r  poo l. He c a lle d  

i t  thie b e s t  c a tf ish  h o le  in  the P e d e rn a le s .  H is ran ch in g  n e ig h b o r h a d  cau g h t 

two 18-pound c a tf ish  th e re  l a s t  w eek  and  g iven  them  to  h im . He o ften  spoke 

of ca tch in g  a  35-pound  c a t. And th e re  w e re  ta le s  of o u tra g eo u s  s iz e  c a tf ish .

T h e re  w as a  cave in  the  lim e s to n e  c liffs , he to ld  m e , th a t h a d  Indian  

p ic to g ra p h s  in  it! O nce h o w ev er d u rin g  high w a te r  i t  h ad  go tten  c logged  w ith  

t r e e s  an d  b ra n c h e s  and  d e b r is  com ing  down the r iv e r  swoc. So w hen  they  b eg an  

the c le a n in g  up p ro c e s s ,  the fo re m a n  h ad  s e t f ir e  to  i t  - -  b lack en in g  the
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p ic to g ra p h s . T h a t w as the e a s ie s t  w ay to c le a n  out the cav e . -

I y e a rn e d  to go and see  i t ,  a lthough  they  w a rn e d  m e i t  w as p ro b ab ly  

r a t t le s n a k e  in fe s te d .

F o r  once I w illin g ly , even  jo y o u sly , p a s se d  up Gun Sm oke w hile  I looked  

a t  th e ir  c o lle c tio n  of f o s s i ls ,  a te  a  d e lic io u s  s te a k  d in n e r , an d  then  m e t th e ir  

th re e  l i t t le  g i r ls  a l l  d r e s s e d  e x a c tly  a lik e  in  g re e n  p r in t ,  long d r e s s e s ,  w ith

V , ■

' i.':'

th e ir  long b lond  h a i r  flow ing o v e r th e ir  sh o u ld e rs  - -  fo r  a l l  th e  w o rld  lik e  

th re e  B o t t i c e l l i  m a id en s  s tr a ig h t  fro m  dancing  in  a  d e l l . And th e ir  one

ra m b u n c tio u s  l i t t le  boy. .

T he H ills  a r e  a  p a r t  of w hat i s  happen ing  to the  lan d  a ro u n d  h e re  - -  

w e a lth y  peop le  fro m  o u tsid e  com ing  in , so m e tim e s  lu ck ily  m ak ing  the m o s t  of 

i t s  n a tu r a l  b eau ty . And h e re  th a t is  the c a se .

It a l l  r e in fo rc e s  m y d e s ir e  th a t som e p a r t  of th is  r iv e r ,  som e p a r t  of 

th is  c o u n try s id e , m u s t be sav ed  fo r  the pu b lic . And so I love a l l  the m o re  

L y n d o n 's  id e a  of a  P a r k  a long  the r iv e r ,  x mw  giving so m ed ay  - -  p e rh a p s  upon 

o u r  d e a th  - -  o u r r iv e r f ro n t ,  ou r h o u se , som e s iz e a b le  p o r tio n  o f o u r  lan d , 

fo r  a  F e d e ra l  P a rk .

, ^  O u rs  h a s  a  c le a n  h i s to r y . b u t i t  is  tam e . T h e re  a r e  no to w erin g  l im e s to n e
■ ' •  .

c l if f s ,  o r  ru sh in g  ra p id s  o r  d eep  pools, o r  Ind ian  c a v e s .  

I  do w an t to w alk  the r iv e r ,  no t only  to Johnson  C ity , b u t w e ll beyond p a s t  

the  H ills  and  on down to  the  C o lo rad o .

M eanw hile in  the p a p e rs  the w edding goes on. T he in v ita tio n  w as p r in te d  

to d ay  in  the W ashing ton  P o s t  - -  i t ’s h an d so m e . I 'm  p ro u d  of i t .
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^H ow  a m az i ng to th ink  th a t so m e day th ese  m ay  be c o l le c to r s  i te m s  [ 

we  t r e a s u r e  w hat we have fro m  the o th e r  sev en  w eddings o f W hite H ouse 

d au g h ters^  and  th e re  is  no t enough.
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