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With only one more day left in Texas, we are reaching for the sun.

In the crisp cool morning I took a cup of coffee out to the vswimming s

_ pool to sit with Lyndon and talk and sw1m and watch the ﬂag ﬂ@pmg in the
' breeze. And then hungermg for a real walk I asked the newspaper people '

who had spent the night in the Cedar House -~ the G1lls, the Youngs, the

Horners -- 1£_they would like to have a long walk in the Reagan with me.
Mrs., Yburrg ‘jeined me and we walked about a mile end a half around

the circle past two of the deer feeders. It's so much more ar'i, intimate

- ..relationship with the earth tb. walk th,anbto” driire or fly ~- a-different perspective.

We pas sed the fieid of Sﬁden grass end saw the yeung buffa.lo -=- three |
femeles - feedrng coﬁtentedl; w1ththe1r da.rk'ba.ck.s ijustv sbowing above the
'green ef tbe grass. We did not see the young‘_bull »whe has come‘down from
bklahloma,'.buthl hear that he‘ has rbade a c‘oﬁple of runs at the fenee bend_i'.ng'it :
but not making his eve.y througb. R “ _ 3 AR o .

. After an heur Ox. 80, 'Lyndon and all the rest of the _news‘paper ’people .

' came up 1n the convertlble thh the tOp down -- Lyndon very bronze‘L And we, .

. R \\ K ty . ) "
‘looked for t&bﬁe and the Enghsh reds and the e%i:-r deer. And Lyndon :

: frequently gettmg Dale on the phone to. tell h1m thmgs that needed to be done - '

the. Canad1an deer looked in bad cond1t1on -~ did they ha.ve worms -- were we.

feedlng them a.nt1b1ot1c in the salt -~ the p1pe ought to be hooked up to the ta.nk --

-~ it was gettmg so low the f1sh m1ght die,

The country is still refreshed from the 2—1/2 inch rain, But i}tlwiil soon

be gone,
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the Youngs and the Gills 11ngeted for lunch.

. ! : '
* would be like. The post training would start at 4:00. People would dnft 1n

I heard that the dancing la.sted until 2:00
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. Back at the Ranch house, Don and Jes‘s?*e ai-:ived and the Horners and.

f

- As usual the table was bulgmg - Jake, Mane, Vicki and George

. O’
‘Christian, When ever have I sat down at this table va#h a family of four or

a couple of two‘?/ﬁ;omal life in the hill country is at a peak this Weeke’})

mlallen had called and 1nv1ted us to a buifalo barbeque this even1ng,
but we couldn't go. I said we would go over to the John Hills to see their
Ranch and have dinner.

. At the beauty parlor I got a description of what the 'buffalo baLrbeque

frbm all over the coﬁnty"-- about 206 .ir'x'e..ll (I saw Dale Meeks all dressed

up wearihg a string tie and bouncing along in the p1ckup). A young buffalo, ‘

" corn-fed, was being ba’rbequed all afternoon and would be served arbund 6:00.

; And aﬂ:erwards a band from Stonewall would furmsh music for dancmg. Later

.

.In the eoql of the evenmg,' Lyndon and Jessie and Don and I went in the

g ch0pper to the Hills. It wa's an' experiericell'.shall remember.

The John Hllls have bought the house rather recently'. It was built ‘ B\‘

 O'Neil Ford some years a.go for a person w1th taste and understanchng of this

country. Itis beautlfully‘ sited on a hilltop with a'view of the winding river
and the distant hills -- of stone with a long low porch that 34l Hill says is her
favorite spot about 5:30 in the morning just as dawn '_cem'es‘ up to drink her

coffee and watch the deer.
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. Mr.. Hill is about 6?6“ and delights in sho&igg-the place as I would.
.H.e is a ‘weeke'nd,‘ é.ummertime ra'néher who makes his _living in an.§>ther way,
#6522 has fallen in love withj the éountry. :
- 'The lawn I loved almost most.qf all. And.lfmz espeéially the Texas
Pér’sirm‘mon trees with their_a.:.:hy-\vxrhite ﬁx&mks and twisted arti.stic b;.r'a.nc_he"s.

They look quite J'a.pa."nese‘, rather like {ém trees -- scorned by ‘ranchex

L P P TX NPT

- and bulldozed out. They are reé.liy jewels in this setting, They had a snake-
@roof play yard for the children, awm sw@tﬁnm:ing:pool,.: and an enormous beamed
living.r_oom furnished with outsize old Spanish aﬁtiqdes -- one wall full of -

’ pamtings?}:ﬁt was the ranch itself that intrigued us.~

e We rode and rode .inside' his'deer—l.)roof_ fence. | There is a r'nu'.lti..t'ude‘of
. the native white-tail, and Iwas delighted that he l.ik'»ebd thern‘b_e.st of all. - He has
- exétic game téo - svém-ething calleci Issdad sheep, én't.el"ope - qui;e a variety; o
The real bié morﬁgnt. qf the ‘da.y was when we Wént down to the river. I .
héd never known the_zre ,was_a.ny:;_};ing like. this _6n the,PééérnalesZ | Hug;, l:f:'olAling
falls that cascad‘e‘.over the llim_estonve"roc':ks into a aeep.iz cleaf pool. He calledv‘-’iv’vm
it thé best c;éffish hole in the'Pederna;es. Hi-sv ranching néigh]ﬁpr'had céught |
two I_Sjpouna éétﬁéh ther§ las_t.:ivAve"el.cv and'givveﬁ‘t_hém to him, . 'He éftén‘ s‘poke‘
of catc-_l;ing‘a -'35‘-.-1$ouir_1:d cat.«i?iAnd’.ther_e {:verﬂ_e tales o.f‘ 6ut£agéou§ >siz'e"ca.tbfi§h:. :
vaher.e was é cave in the‘iimestone tii;ffs? h.e. told'mé, ‘vthbat had Indian |
pictogréphs in it! " Once vhow’év}'ér’during ﬁigh water it:‘ had gotten clogged with

. trees and branches and debris coming down the rivevr‘ wxx. So when thegr began "

N R

the clea‘ning-'upvp,r.ocess, the '.fgj#eman had set fire to it -- blackening-the R ST
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- three little girls' all dressed exa.ctly a.l_i,k'e in green priht, l'cmg dresses, with

cliffs, or rushmg rapzds or deep pools,or Ind1an caves,
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pictographé. vTha't was the easiest way to clean out the cavé.

I yearned to go and see it, although they Warned me 1t was proba.bly
rattlesnake 1nfested

“For once I willingly, even j0ybﬁsly,. passed up Gun Smoke while I looked

. at their collection of foSéils, ate a delicious steak dinner, and then met their’

their long blond hair. flowing over thezr shoulders -~ for all the world like

R 00 | | @ dest

vthree body-shellied ma.ldens stra1ght from dancmg in Ad-e-Le And their one o

\____.————\_

" ra.mbunctmus little boy

The Hills’are a part of what is happeﬁing to the lé,nd arou;xd hei'e -
weélthy people .f'ron"x outside 'com'ing in, sometimes luclltilyv makir.lg. the. most of
its r'xat\.xralﬂbeaﬁty, And here that is the .c‘a.se-.
it ali reinfo:fces my desire that some ’partv of t;his river, some part of
i:his couﬁtrysi’de,’ must Be saved for tﬁe public. And so I love ali Lthé rﬁqre
Lyndon'vs idea og é Park aldng the river, gx-::vvgiving, éomeday -- perhaps upbn
our .death ~- our rlve.‘rfront, our house,' some ‘s1zeab1e port10n of our la.nd

for a Federal Park
’?

=

‘ '\I'db want to walk the river, not only to Johnson City,. but well béyond past

the Hills and on down to the Colorado.

Meanwhile in the papers the wedding goes on.f The invitation was printed'. -

" today in the Washington Post -- it's handsome. I'm proud of it.

Ours has a clean histor Iy, but it is tame. There are no towering limestone -
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How amazing to think that some day these may be collectors items .

wbizh nreasuse what we have from the other seven weddings of White House

* daughters, and there is not enough. _




