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THE WHITE HOUSE 
T u e sd a y . Ju ly  12, 1966, W a s h i n g t o n  P ag e  l

MEMORANDUM

I m e t  the fu ll im p a c t  of a l l  the  p ile d  up w o rk  of a  te n -d a y  a b sen ce .

In the m o rn in g , s ign ing  and  au to g rap h in g , the f in a l a s s a u l t  on the 

w edding l i s t  w ith  M a rg a r e t  Deeb and  hopefu lly  a  l a s t  ta lk  w ith  L uc i on 

r e m e m b e r in g  an d  adding  any  m o re  of h e r  f r ie n d s , w ith  B e s s  abou t f lo w e rs , 

b i l l s ,  c lo th ^ , the I s r a e l i  d in n e r l i s t .  And we h ad  ju s t  f in ish ed  w o rk  on a 

lu n ch eo n  l i s t  fo r  M rs , H o lt of A u s tra l ia  on the b o a t on T h u rsd a y  w hen we 

got w o rd  th a t she w ould no t be acco m p an y in g  h e r  h u sb an d  a f te r  a l l .

T hen  the g re a t  lu x u ry  of two h o u rs  a t J e a n  L o u is '  - -  no th ing  m o re

tax in g  than the " re a d  and  f ile "  envelope and the p sy ch o lo g ica l b o o s t of w alk ing  

ou t look ing  m u c h  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e  and  on top of the w o rld .

A t 2 :00 w as  m y m a in  m ee tin g  of the day.

M ary  L a s k e r  h ad  com e down fro m  New Y o rk  an d  N ash, G eo rg e  H a rtz o g , 

R a lp h  B e c k e r , L iz  and  I s a t  in  the Q u een s ' Room  and  looked  a t  p la n s  fo r  tu rn in g  

the w e s t p a r t  of the E ll ip s e  in to  a  jew el^  o f a  g a rd en , c e n te re d  w ith  a fo u n ta in  

an d  glow ing f lo w e r b ed s  and  w a lk s , and  p e rh a p s  a  l i t t le  k io sk  o r tea  room  * 

down c lo se  to C o n s titu tio n  A venue.,

M r. B e c k e r  h a s  a  p o ss ib le  p a tro n  - -  the g re a t  g ran d d au g h te r o f the 

f i r s t  P a r k  C o m m iss io n e r  - -  who in  m e m o ry  of h e r  a n c e s to r s ' love of 

W ashing ton  an d  h is  w o rk  h e re  m ig h t give enough m oney  to m ak e  th is  p o s s ib le . 

B u t  noth ing  is  e v e r  s im p le .

G eorge  H a rtz o g  soon conv inced  u s  th a t any  changes in  the w e s t s ide  of 

the E ll ip s e  m u s t  be an  in te g ra l  p a r t  of w hat is  p lanned  a l l  a long  the M all, w hat 

i s  p lanned  fo r  the E ll ip s e , fo r  u n d e rg ro u n d  p a rk in g , fo r  the new  d e p re s s e d
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ro u tin g  of E  S tre e t. I t 's  lik e  p ick ing  up a  v a s t  b a ll  of k n ittin g  y a rn  and  try in g  

to find  the p iece  w h ere  the th re a d  b e g in s .

I  a sk e d  G eorge H artzo g  the q u es tio n  th a t han g s  o v e r  m y  h ea d  a l l  of the 

t im e ,  "W hat ab o u t m a in te n an c e ?" Suppose we pu t in  24 m o re  t r ia n g le s  and  

c i r c le s  in  the y e a r  '65  an d  47 the y e a r  of '66 - -  how m u ch  can  w e tak e  c a re  of 

w e ll on o u r b u d g e t?

T h a t h a r a s s e d  m an  fixed  m e w ith  a  w e a ry  eye an d  sa id , " M rs . Jo h n so n , 

h an d  la b o r  is  so h igh , i t  c o s ts  u s  ab o u t 1 /3  of the c o s t  of the  P a r k  to m a in ta in  

i t  an n u a lly ."

I c a n 't  b e lie v e  th a t m e a n s  the to ta l  c o s t  - -  b r ic k  w o rk , s tone  w o rk , -- . 

fo u n ta in s , c u rb in g , and  e v e ry th in g . B ut i t  is  s t i l l  a  s ta g g e rin g  f ig u re  and 

s o b e re d  u s .  How d id  we e v e r  ge t a s  f a r  a s  we h av e?

In m id s t  o f o u r ta lk , Lyndon cam e  in  a s  though he w e re  r id in g  a  w h ir l - 

w in d .  He h as  a  w ay m u ch  of the tim e  of b re a th in g  ex c ite m e n t an d  life  in to  

an y  g ro u p  th a t he w alk s  in to  - -  even  in  the m id s t of ta lk in g  abou t

tra in in g  peop le  fo r  g a rd en in g  — a  n a tio n a l Hor tic u l tu ra l  sch o o l, p e rh a p s  a  

" T re g a r o n ".  He sa id  we ought to s t a r t  a  p ilo t p ro je c t  in  San A ntonio w ith  la r g e ly  

M ex ican  la b o r  in  som e d e p re s s e d  a r e a .  R ew rite  the job d e s c r ip t io n s  to  sa y  

la n d sc a p e  e n g in e e rs  in s te a d  of l i t t e r  g a th e re r s .

O f a l l  th a t 's  h ap p en ed  to m e in  the W hite H ouse w hen I g e t bey o n d  the 

b a s ic s  of Lyndon, L ynda B ird , and  L u c i, nothing is  m o re  im p o rta n t than  m y 

in v o lv e m en t w ith  b e a u tif ic a tio n . B ut I w ant a  new  w o rd  fo r i t .



/' • 
'v

c

 
 

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd a y , Ju ly  12, 1966 P ag e  3

T he f in a l d e c is io n  w as to  try  to keep  R alph  B e c k e r 's  p ro s p e c t  in te re s te d  

w h ile  we w a ited  fo r  som e o v e ra ll  p la n s , not too long, fro m  N at O w ings. The m o re  

one d e a ls  w ith  g ro u p s  of people, the m o re  one u n d e rs ta n d s  how  i t  took a  

C a e s a r  to  b u ild  R om e and  a  N apoleon to  bu ild  P a r is !

: A f te r  m o re  than  2 h o u rs  of ta lk , G eorge  an d  L iz  and  R alp h  B e c k e r le f t,  

an d  M a ry  an d  N ash  an d  I  ro d e  a ro u n d  to  see  the two m ile s  of M a cA rth u r  B o u lev a rd  

w h e re  w e hoped  to put A z a leas  in  the m ed ian  s t r ip .  E le c tr ic  in s ta l la t io n s  lie  _ 

too c lo se  to the s u rfa c e  to m ake any  t r e e  p lan ting  fe a s ib le  - -  ju s t  sh a llo w -ro o te d  

th in g s  can  be u se d .

— .......
A n d ,the lo v e ly  m ile  o f D a l e c a r l i a  w h ere  we hope to pu t a  long  lin e  of

p ink  an d  w hite  an d  deep  p ink  c re p e  m y r t le  fo r  Ju ly  and  A ugust sp le n d o r . It 

goes r ig h t  b eh in d  m y  o ld  ho u se  - -  the E lm s . And we looked  a t  K atie  Lochheim's  

l i t t le  t r ia n g le  fo r  w hich  she  had  given $4400.  It lo o k s  qu ite  shabby .  I  w as 

d isap p o in ted .  A ll the  m o n ey  w en t in to  b a s ic s  - -  lik e  re ta in in g  w a lls  and s id e - 

w a lk s  and  ju s t  the re m n a n t in to  p la n ts . But N ash  p ro m is e s  so m e  sp ec im e n  

p lan tin g  in the f a l l  to re p la c e  i t .   K atie  m u s t be d isen c h a n ted  - -  devo ted  though 

sh e  i s  - -  a n d  I  w an t to  c o r r e c t  th a t  fee lin g .

A ll of u s  p u r re d  w h en ev er we d ro v e  p a s t  the d e m o litio n  s ig h t of a  te m p o ra ry  

b u ild in g .

We ta lk e d  ab o u t the p ro s p e c ts  of a  ro se  g ard en  on the 27 a c r e s  of lan d  

down by the P o to m ac  th a t had  b een  s e t  a s id e  fo r the FD R m e m o r ia l .  I t  cou ld  

b e  the s e ttin g  fo r  a  jew e l of a  m onum en t o r  m aybe the m onum en t i ts e lf .
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And then  we d ro p p ed  off M ary  fo r  a  6:00 ap p o in tm en t an d  I w ent b ack  

to  the Wh ite  H ouse and  looked  once m o re  a t  the lo v e ly  p a in tin g s  th a t M ary  h ad  

b ro u g h t fo r L u c i to choose fro m  fo r  h e r  w edding p re s e n t .  A R aoul D u fy, gay  

and  bubbly , b lu e s  a n d  p inks and  w h ite s . And a  c h a rm in g  G ran d m a  M o se s . ^

A fa rm  h o u se  w ith  l i t t le  f ig u re s  and  a n im a ls  and  f a l l  fo liag e . W hat a  d re a m  

of a  p r e s e n t  - -  e i th e r  of them .

I w as say in g  goodbye to M ary  u n t i l  the F a l l  s in ce  she i s  leav in g  fo r  

E u ro p e  on M onday.

I w o rk ed  w ith  A shton fo r  a n o th e r  h o u r and  a  h a lf  an d  w ith  B e ss  who to ld  

m e a  h i la r io u s  s to ry  of how she and  Sim one had  g a th e re d  25 s ta r t l e d  to u r is ts  

fro m  the s ig h t- s e e r s  lin e  th is  m o rn in g  to se e  if  they  cou ld  s ta n d  in  a  l i t t le  

ro p e d - in  c lo s u re  in  the E a s t  Room  w h ere  we p ro p o se d  to put the  p r e s s  fo r 

the c a k e - c u t t i n g .

T hey  w e re  v e r y  ob lig ing , though they  had  no no tion  of w ho they  w ere  

s ta n d - in s  fo r.  

T he funny th ings and  the sa d  th ings th a t have h ap p en ed  in  pu tting  th is  

w edding to g e th e r  w ould  m ak e  a  long s to ry !

A nd then  the b ig  ev en t of the day , Lyndon w as to d e liv e r  a  sp eech  to 

the  A m e ric a n  A lu m n i C ouncil M eeting . He ex p ec ted  to fly  down to W hite Sulphur 

S p rin g s , W est V irg in ia , fo r  i t .  And I  w ould have gone a long , b u t th e re  w as  b ad  

w e a th e r . So h e gave i t  by  TV down in  the th e a tre  a t  8:00.

T he w hole su b s tan ce  w as "A s ia  - Pa r tn e r  or Pro b le m " - -  a  r e a s s e r t io n
. 'y

of o u r d e te rm in a tio n  to con tinue o u r w illin g n e ss  to n eg o tia te .
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Lyndon looked  v e ry  b ro n ze  an d  h e a r ty . He h ad  c o m e  b a ck  bouncy 

an d  a tta c k in g  p ro b le m s  - -  in jec tin g  a d re n a lin e  in  a l l  those  a ro u n d  h im , 

s e a rc h in g  fo r  a n s w e rs .  I love to see  h im  lik e  th is . I t 's  a  r e a s s u ra n c e  to 

m e  a s  a  w ife and  a s  a  c itiz e n .

Jak e  and  B ill w en t u p s ta i r s  w ith  u s  bu t d id n 't  s tay  fo r  d in n e r . B ut L u c i, 

w ho h ad  s a t  b e s id e  m e  d u rin g  h e r  D addy 's  ta lk , an d  P a t  cam e  in . We d is c u s s e d  

the p o s s ib il i ty  of P a t 's  r e g is te r in g  fo r school in  S ep tem b er, w hen we should  

give ou t the w o rd  th a t they  h ad  found th e ir  l i t t le  a p a r tm e n t and  w ould liv e  in  

A u s tin  an d  w ould con tinue th e ir  schoo ling , and  the u n so lv ed  p ro b le m  of how to 

re a c h  th e ir  h o n ey m o o n  d e s tin a tio n . If they  go c o m m e rc ia l, they  w ill be  m e t 

a t  the o th e r  end  b y  a  re c e p tio n  co m m itte e  of p r e s s  and  r e p o r t e r s .

We w e re  in  b ed  and  Lyndon a ttack in g  h is  n igh t re ad in g  a t  the f a i r ly  

re a so n a b le  h o u r of 11:00.

I  p icked  up the f i r s t  th re e  fu ll-p a g e  s to r ie s  fro m  the W ashing ton  P o s t  

ab o u t f o rm e r  W hite H ouse w edd ings.  T h e re  w ill be a  s e r ie s  of 12 su ch  s to r ie s .  

M a ria  M onroe, the f i r s t .   T he two W ilson  g i r ls  today .  And of c o u rse  on Sunday 

the w hole sp la s h  h ad  begun  - -  the m o s t fabu lous and  g la m o ro u s  of them  a l l  - -  

the w edding of A lice  R o o sev e lt to N ich o las  L ongw orth .

I  f in ish e d  fee lin g  a  l i t t le  sh aken  a t  the th re e  w eek s th a t lie  b e fo re  u s .


