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WASHINGTON

I rhet the full im pa.ct of all the piled up work ot a ten-day absence.

In the mormng. s1gn1ng and autographlng, the final assault on the :
_.weddmg 11st w1th Margaret Deeb and hopefully a last talk with Luc1 on
remembermg and addmg any more of her frlends, w1th Bess about flowers, -
b1lls, cloth’é the Israeli dmner list. And we had,just flnlshed vt/.ork .on a
luneheon list fo_ngrs.. Holt'? of 'Anstralia onthe boat on Thursday when we ‘

.go't Wofd‘that she 'woul-d not be accofnpanying her hu‘sband after all o
_Then the great luxury of two hours a’EL Louis! -;- nothmg rnore
%taxmg than the "read and f11e" envelope and the psycholog1ca1 boost of wa1k1ng
out lookmg much more attractwe and on top of the world

At Z:QO was_my main meetmg .of the ‘da};. o

Mary Lasker had comevdo{;vn from NeW'York anvaash, George Hartzog;
Ra.lph Becker; Liz and I sat in the Queens' Room and looked at pla.ns for turnlng
the west part .of the Elhpee 1nto a Jewell of a garden, centered wlth a founta:m
'and glowmg ﬂower beds and ‘wa_.lks, and perhaps a little kiosk or tea l-oor_n i

,"doWn cloee to _Co_nstltution Ave.nne;.'- '

er. Becker' hae a poss-ibl_e" patron “- the g‘reat granddanghtei" of.f the o
first »I}-'iark‘ vCo'rnrnise_ioner_ “—— Who inr,nevmor;r‘o}f. her 'anéestor‘s?. lovﬁe- of-
WashinétOn and his work helre irnight: gitr_e enough mone}t to.make this'poe sible..

h Mnothing ie ever simple. . |
-.George Haftzog soon convinced us that any changes in the west side of
~ the Elhpse must be an 1ntegral part of what 1s planned all along the Mall what

- is planned for the Elhpse, for undergrOund parlung, for the new depressed




. hand 1abor is so h1gh, it costs us about 1/3 of the cost of the Park to ma1nta1n )

~sobered us, How did we ever get as far as we have,
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routmg of E Street. It's like p1ck1ng up a vast ball of kmttlng yarn and trylng

~ to find the piece where the thread begms.

‘I asked George Hartzog the question that hangs over my head all of the

time, "What about maiﬁten_anée ?! Suppose we put in 24 more triangles and

- circles in the year '65 and 47‘th'e year of 166 -- how much can we take care of .

well on our budget ?

That harrassed man fixéd me with a weary eye and said, "Mre. Johnson,

v s wr came s

it annually. ' |

I can't believe that means the total cost -- brick work, stone work, ..

\ N T AP P
B AR IR S - N

fountains, curbing, and ev'erythi_ng. But it is still a staggering figure and

2

In midst of our talk,‘ Lyndon came in as though he were riding a whirl-

- wind, He has a way much of the time of breathmg exc:.tement and 11fe mto

any group that he walks into ---even in the m1dst of mbm talkmg about

"

tra.mlng people for gardemng -- a natmnal Hol‘?cultural school perhaps a .

Tregaron. . He sa1d we ought to start a p110t prOJect in San Antomo w1th largely -

' Mexican labor in some depressed area. Rewnte_the JOb descnpnons to say '

landscape engineers in'stead of litter gatherers.
~ Of all that's heppened to me in the White House when I get beyond the
basios of Lyndon, Lynda Bird, and Luci, nothing is more important than‘.n'.ay '

involvement with beautification. But I want a new word for it. -
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‘.The final decision was to try to keep R.alph Becker's prospect interested

- while we waited for some overall plans)not too lo'ng/f‘rom Nat Owings. The more

one deals with'groups of ‘people, 'the more one understands how it tobk a
Caesar to bulld Rome and a Na.poleon to bu1ld Pa.rls.’ ‘

After more than 2 hours of talk, George and Liz and Ralph Becker 1eft,
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B and Mary -and- Nash and I rode around to see the two m1les of MacArthur Boulevard
where we hoped to put Azaleas in the median strip. Electric »installations‘ lie . -

" too close to the surface to make anytree planting feasible -~ just shallow-rooted

things can be us’ed _ S T . : » S _
.. And. the lovely mile- of éﬂ&ﬂm where we hope to put a 1ong line. of

pmk and wh1te and deep pmk crepe myrtle for July and August splendor. It

. y N /.
goes nght behmd my old house ~~ the Elms.. And we looked- at Katie m"

B httle tr1a.ngle for whlch she had glven $4400 It looks quit‘e shabby.' ‘I was
»chsappomted All the money Went 1nto bas1cs -- hke reta1n1ng walls and 51de-
i walks and.Just the remnant 1nto-p1ants.”w But Nash promises some specimen

plantmg in the £a11 to replace it, Katie must be disenchanted -~ devoted though R o

she 1s -< and Iwant to correct that feelmg

L _All of us purred Whenever we drove past the demolition sight of a temporary - L

buildin_g_;

We talked: about the prospects of a rose garden on the 27 acres of land

down by the Potomac that had been set aside for the FDR memorial, It could

be the setting for a jewel of a monument or maybe the monument itself.. =

[P




 Europe on Monday.
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And then we dropped off Mary for a 6:00 appointment and I went back
to the W’hlte House and looked once more at the lovely pamtmgs that Mary had
: e

brought for Luci to choose from for her weddlng present. A_le de fe gay
“and bubbly, blues and pmks and whltes.' And a charming Grﬂﬁw'

A farm house w1th httl_e f1gures _and an1ma1s and fall foliage; What a dream
of a present -~ either of them, -

AI‘\.zvas' saying goodbye to Mary, until the Fall since she is leaving for

N T L T

; I worked with Ashton for another hour. and a half and with Bess.who told =

me a hilarious story of how she and Simone had gathered 25 startled tourists

from the sight-seers line this morning to see if they could stand in a little -

roped-~in closure in the East Room where we proposed to put the pPress for

They were very obhgmg though they had no notion of who they were '

: stand ]j:f_OI') o ) ‘.

~The funny thlngs and the sad thmgs that have happened in puttmg th1s
weddlng together would make a long story.

And then the b1g event of the day Lyndon was to dehver a speech to

. the Amencan Alum ni Counc11 Meetmg He expected to ﬂy down to thte Sulphur

' " Sprmgs, West V1rgm1a, for 1t. And I would have gone along, but there was bad

weather. So he gave it by TV down in the theatre at 8:00.
) 1 h

The whole substance was Asia - partner pf/problem -- a reassertion
: . N -~ .

of our determination to continue our willingness to negotiate. . . -
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~who had sat beside me’.du:l:bingv her Daddy's te,lk ‘and Pe.t came in.
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-Lyndon looked very bronze and hearty.  He had com e back bouncy’

- and attacking problems -- 'injeeting adrenaline in all those around h1m,

searehing for'answers.. iioye_,to see him hke t.his...--»,lt,'s a reasseren‘ce to
‘me as a wife and as a civtizer‘x.
- Jake and Bill went gpéteirs vﬁth ue but Aidﬁ!t_ etay bfor di‘nner. N But Luci,
» We discﬁesed'
the p0551b111t:y of Pat's reg1ster1ng for school in September, When ‘we shoeld |

g1ve out the word tha.t they had found their little apartment and would live in

R

, Austin and would cont'mue their schooling, a.nd the unsolved problem of how to o

reach their honeym oon destination. If they go commercial, they will be met e

L

at the other end by a reception committee of press and reporters.

'We were in bed and Lyndon attacking his night reé,ding at the fairly

reasonabie hour of 11:00.

I picked up the first three full page stories from the Washmgton Post

about former Whlte House weddmgs. : There w111 Abe a series of 12_such.stor1es. '
Maria Monroe, the first. The two Wilsdn girls today.
the whole splash had beguh ~- the most fabulous and glanf.:vo:ous of therh all -~

the: weddmg of Alie'ev_Rooe_eyeli: to Nicholas Lbngwo:th.

I finishe% feeling a little shaken at the three weeks that lie before us.

And of course on'SI_mda'Y_ . 5




