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MEMORANDUM

T h e  m o r n in g  b e g a n  b y  w a tc h in g  J a c k  V a le n t i  on  the  " T o d a y  Show" - -  

v e r y  c o m p o s e d ,  a r t i c u l a t e  - -  we w e r e  p r o u d  of h im .

W hen  h e  g o t  to  d i s c u s s i n g  w h a t  i t  w a s  l ik e  to  w o r k  f o r  th e  P r e s i d e n t  ' 

h i s  v o ic e  w a r m e d  up  a n d  h is  e y e s  l ig h te d  up a n d  I f e l t  l ik e  say in g ,  " J a c k ,  pu t 

on  the  b r a k e s .  " B u t he  w a s  g r e a t .

A f t e r  t h e s e  two a n d  one h a l f  y e a r s  in  the  v e r y  eye  o f  the  h u r r i c a n e ,  h e ’s 

e s c a p e d  to w h a t  lo o k s  l ik e  f r o m  h e r e ^ g r e e n  p a s t u r e s  of p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .

I r e a l l y  w o rk e d  th is  ^ o r n i n g .  W h a t i s  i t ?  S ign ing  m a i l ,  a u to g ra p h in g  

p i c t u r e s  to  W hite  H o u se  a id e s  w ho a r e  d e p a r t in g ,  to a r t i s t s  w ho h a v e  e n t e r t a i n e d  

u s ^ t h e  l a r g e  d inner4  the  P r e s i d e n t i a l  S c h o la r s '  b u ffe t  s u p p e r  j - - y ^ g r a c i o u s  

l e t t e r  a n d  a u to g r a p h e d  p i c t u r e ^  a n d  I  hope  a  h a p p y  m e m o r- j^ is  w h a t  t h e s e  h ig h ly  

ta l e n te d ,  v e r y  e x p e n s iv e ,  e n t e r t a i n e r s  take  a w a y  f r o m  a n  e v e n in g  a t  the  

W hite  H o u se .

R o b in  Duke c a l l e d .  It w a s  a  s l ig h t ly  s t r a in e d ,  c a r e f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  

m y  p a r t  b e c a u s e  of the  p r e s s  d i f f ic u l t ie s  L ynda  B i r d  h a d  h a d  in  Spa in . B u t

'  ' ■
R o b in  sp o k e  g lo w in g ly  f o r  the  m o s t  p a r t  o f/v re ll in f o r m e d  th i s  g i r l  w a s ,  of how  

. sh e  j u s t  a m a z e d  the  g u id e s  a n d  the o f f ic ia l s  by  know ing so m u c h  a b o u t  t h e i r  

c o u n t r y  a n d  w a n tin g  to  know  m o r e .  S h e 's  b a c k  in  th is  c o u n try ^ fo r  B id d le  i s  to 

h a v e  h i s  a d e n o id s  ou t.

L u c i  a n d  P a t  a r e  going  to g e t  t h e i r  l i c e n s e .  A W h ite  H o u se  p h o to g r a p h e r  

w e n t  a lo n g .  T h e y  s to o d  in  l in e  j u s t  l ik e  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  a n d  w e r e  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  

a t  f i r s t .  A nd  i t  t u r n e d  ou t th a t  the  W hite  H o u se  p h o to g r a p h e r  w a s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  

to ta k e  a  p i c t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  h i s  p r e s e n c e  c a u s e d  th em  to b e  recognize^d.

(
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S o m e w h e re  - -  s o m e w h e r e  down the  l in e ,  a n e s t h e s i a  i s  going  to w e a r  

o ff a n d  I  a m  go ing  to r e a l i z e  th a t  th is  i s  fo r  r e a l .

A t 1:30 I w e n t  w i th  L y n d o n  to the  N avy  Y a rd  f o r  the  C o m m is s io n in g
  

C e r e m o n i e s  o f  the  "Oce a n o g r a p h e r " - -  the  f lo a t in g  l a b o r a t o r y  t h a t ' s  going to 

m a k e  a  s ix - m o n th ,  r o u n d - t h e - w o r l d  to u r  in  s e a r c h  o f  the  s e c r e t s  of the  s e a .

In  h i s  s p e e c h ,  h e  in v i te d  11 n a t io n s  - -  in c lu d in g  the S ov ie t U n ion  - -  to  

h a v e  th e i r  s c i e n t i s t s  jo in  in  th is  r o u n d - th e - w o r ld  expedition^

MEMORANDUM

. --------------------- -̂------------------— ------------------- — --- ------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

One of i t s  m a in  p u r p o s e ^ i s  to s e a r c h  f o r  m a r i n e  food  b e c a u s e  of 

m o u n t in g  p o p u la t io n  a n d  m o u n t in g  d e f ic ie n c y  in  p r o t e in s  in  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s .

T h e  S e c r e t a r y  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  M a r y  C o n n o r  w e r e  t h e r e .  We ta lk e d  

a b o u t  o u r  s p e e c h e s  f o r  b e a u t i f i c a t io n .

We w e r e  p ip e d  a b o a r d  - -  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th a t ' s  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  m e .  I t
• 'v . ' ' '

w a s  a  t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  e n o r m o u s ,  e l a b o r a t e  c a k e  w h ic h  

p i c t u r e d  e v e r y  d e ta i l  o f  the  ship^ ^ n d  in  a d d i t io n ,  h a d  a  l i t t l e  c h u r c h  on th e  

s id e  w i th  a  b r i d a l  p a r t y  go ing  in to  i t .

We ro d e  b a c k  w ith  D r .  H o rn ig .  L yndon  a lw a y s  f i l l s  the. c a r  to the  b r i m  

w i th  a l l  the  o f f ic ia l s  r e l a t e d  in  h is  c e r e m o n y  - - a  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e d i t io n .  I  e x p e c t  

th a t  m o s t l y  h e ’s h i s  own p r o to c o l  o f f ic e r  on th e s e  th in g s .

I  a s k e d  D r .  H o rn ig  fo r  one e x a m p le  of w h a t  the  sh ip  w ou ld  do to p ro d u c e  

c o n c r e t e  r e s u l t s .  H e to ld  m e  of g r e a t  s c h o o ls  of s a r d i n e s  th a t  f o r  y e a r s  h a d  

r u n  off a  c e r t a i n  c o a s t ,  a n d  th e n  one  s e a s o n  th ey  c e a s e d  to  b e  t h e r e  a n d  a g a in  

a n d  a g a in ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  l o s s  to  the f i s h in g  in d u s t r y  a n d  th e y  d id  n o t  

know  w h e r e  th e y  h a d  g o n e . A nd r e s e a r c h  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  the  c u r r e n t s  of th e
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o c e a n  a n d  the  t e m p e r a t u r e s  of the  o c e a n  h a d  c h a n g e d .  A nd the  s a r d i n e s  h a d  

found  t h e m s e l v e s  a n o th e r  h o m e  in  the  d e ep  a  few  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  a w a y /

I n e v e r  c e a s e  to f e e l  th a t  I a m  p a r t  of a  new  f r o n t i e r  h e r e .  T h e r e  i s  

so  m u c h  h a p p e n in g  th a t  I  w a n t  to s e e  the r e s u l t s  of.

W hen  w e r e t u r n e d ,  w e w a lk e d  r ig h t  in to  Jo h n  C o n n a l ly ,  A l f r e d  an d  N an cy  

N e g le y ,  in  tow n  f o r  J o h n ’s b r i e f in g  a t  the  S ta te  D e p a r t m e n t  abou t H e m is  F a i r  

a n d  a l s o  to p u b l ic iz e  i t  f o r  th e  C o n g r e s s  an d  the c o u n t ry .

A la s ,  S e n a tor Y a rb o ro u g h  h a s  go t h i s  f e e l in g s  h u r t  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  

h e  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  to the  r e c e p t io n  b e in g  g iv en  b y  Jo h n  f o r  the f o r e ig n  A m b a s s a d o r s  

o f  the  coun t r i e s  c o n c e r n e d  f o r  the  T e x a s  d e le g a t io n .  H e o b je c t s  to  Jo h n  h a v in g  

th e  t i t l e ,  a  " H ig h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of the F a i r " .

( T h e y  a r e  s ta y in g  w i th  u s ,  a n d  I  a m  a b s o lu t e ly  s h a t t e r e d  b y  the  n e w s  th a t

th is  t r i p  to the  s ix  L a t in  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  b e g in  on J u ly  24 th  a n d  e n d  

a b o u t  A u g u s t  10 th . W e 'v e  gone th ro u g h  so  m u c h  to g e th e r  i t  w o u ld  b e  s a d  n o t  

to  h a y e  Jo h n  a n d  N e l l ie  a t  the w ed d in g .

I  s p e n t  the  a f t e r n o o n  w o rk in g  w ith  A sh to n  a n d  B e s s .

A nd  th e n  a t  6 :30  I  h a d  a  m e e t in g  w ith  B r u c e  T h o m a s  a n d  N a sh  C a s t r o ,

Jo e  B ru n o ,  L iz ,  M r .  W e s t ,  on  the  T r u m a n  B a lco n y  to d i s c u s s  s o m e th in g  th a t  

i s  v e r y  im  p o r t a n t  to m e  - -  the  t o u r i s t s  a n d  th is  h o u s e .  T h is  h o u s e  hare m a n y  

th in g s :  m u s e u m  f o r  the  p u b l ic ,  h o m e  f o r  a  f a m ily ,  s i t e  f o r  o f f ic ia l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  

A n d  s o m e t i m e s  th o se  th in g s  c o n f l ic t .  Due to the h a p p y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  th a t  

L ,  L y n d o n  h a s  g o t te n  m o r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  in  C o n g r e s s  th an  m o s t  f o r m e r

P r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  B i l l  s ig n in g s .  And th a t  m e a n s  a  c e r e m o n y
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in  the  R o s e  G a r d e n  w h en  the w e a th e r  p e r m i t s ,  in  the  E a s t  R o o m  w h en  i t  i s  

too  c o ld  o r  too h o t .

T h e n  th e r e  i s  the  influx, of S ta te  v i s i t o r s  - -  a r r i v a l  c e r e m o n i e s  and  

lu n c h e o n s .  A nd  a w a r d  c e r e m o n i e s  to  M e d a l  of H o n o r  w in n e r s ,  s tu d e n t s ,  

s c i e n t i s t s .

I n . ’64, a  m i l l io n ,  e ig h t  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d  p eo p le  v i s i t e d  th e  W hite  H o u se  

a n d  in  '65  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  b e in g  c lo s e d  m o r e  - -  8 c lo s in g s  a n d  a n  h o u r  c u t  s h o r t  

12 t im e s  - -  t h e r e  w a s  on ly  a  m i l l i o n ,  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  th o u sa n d .  A nd  m a n y ,  

m a n y ,  le f t  d i s a p p o in te d .  B u t  i t  g ro w s  w o r s e .

In the  f i r s t  h a l f  of '66 , i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c lo s e d  8 t im e s  a n d  the  h o u r s  

s h o r t e n e d  te n  t i m e s .  A nd  e a c h  t im e  i t  i s  c lo s e d  in  the  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n  m o n th s ,  

t h e r e  a r e  6 ,0 0 0 ,  8 ,0 0 0 ,  1 0 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  w ho go a w ay  d i s a p p o in te d .  It w r e n c h e s  

m e  a n d  I  a m  t r y in g  to g e t  the c o o p e r a t io n  of the  a p p o in tm e n ts  o ff ice  - - o f  

e v e r y b o d y  - - t o  a l l e v i a t e  the s i tu a t io n .  .

M a r v in  jo in e d  u s  a n d  w a s  v e r y  h e lp fu l  and  u n d e r s ta n d in g  - -  that m o s t  

b e leaguered  m a n .

N a s h  s u g g e s te d  th a t  on d a y s  w h e n  i t  w a s  c lo s e d  f o r  a  S ta te  lu n c h eo n  th a t  

t o u r i s t s  m i g h t  a t  l e a s t  w a lk  in  the  d rivew a y  o r  the  P e n n s y lv a n ia  A venue  

e n t r a n c e  a n d  g u id e s  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  a  l i t t l e  s t o r y  a b o u t  the  h o u s e  - -  a n d  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  v a n ta g e  p o in t  f o r  tak in g  p i c t u r e s .

A n d  I  w h o  a m  a  c h ie f  c u lp r i t  in  h a v in g  the  h o u s e  c lo s e d  a l l  d a y  F r i d a y  

a n d  S a tu rd a y  f o r  L u c i ' s  w ed d in g  h ad  the  id e a  th a t  we w o u ld  o p en  i t  on M onday  

f r o m  8:00  u n t i l  4 :0 0 .  I t  i s  n e v e r  o p e n e d  on M o n d ay s .  T h is  w o u ld  b e  w h a t  

L u c i  w ou ld  w a n t.

■C:

c
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V e r y  p e r t i n e n t ly  a l s o  the b o o k  s a l e s  a r e  fa l l in g  - -  the  gu ide  book .

20 p e r c e n t  of th o s e  w ho p a s s e d  th ro u g h  in  '6 4  b o u g h t a  gu ide  b o ok . O nly 

16 p e r c e n t  in  '6 5 .  A nd  now the f i r s t  s ix  m o n t h s  of '66  i t  h a s  d ro p p e d  to  .

11 p e r c e n t .  T h a t  h i t s  M r .  W e s t  a n d  m e  b e c a u s e  we p ay  f o r  th e s e  r e p r o d u c t io n s  

of r u g s ,  t h e s e  r e c o v e r i n g s  of a l l  the  f u r n i s h in g s  on  the t h i r d  f lo o r ,  t h e s e  

d o in g  o v e r  of g u e s t s  r o o m s ,  a n d  the  e v e n tu a l  g r e a t  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  d r a p e s  in  

the  S ta te  D in ing  R oom  f r o m  s a l e s  f r o m  the gu ide  book.

MEMORANDUM

 T h e  new b o o k  c o n sH ^ -o u t  in  the  F a l l  - -  the  " L iv in g  W hite  H o u se "  - -  L iz  

s u g g e s t s  a  f a n f a r e  p u b l ic i ty .

T h e  m e e t in g  l a s t e d  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  an d  then  M a r v in  a n d  I w e n t  o v e r  ' 

to  the  E a s t  W ing. I n e e d  to  so lv e  the  p ro b le m  of c ro w d in g  in  m y  S o c ia l  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o ff ice  - -  b e a u t i f i c a t io n  a n d  i t s  b u lg in g  m a i l  c a n  h a r d l y  

c o n t in u e  to f i t  in to  the a l r e a d y  c ro w d e d  q u a r t e r s  of C h r i s t i n e  a n d  the  s ix  g i r l s  

w ho  h a n d le  the  r e g u l a r  m a i l .

T o  m y  a m a z e m e n t  a n d  g r a t i f i c a t io n ,  I  found  S h a ro n  F r a n c i s  h a r d  a t  w o r k  

a t  8 : 2 0 ^

M a r v in  a n d  I  e x p lo r e d  a n d  1 do th in k  w e w i l l  g e t  one o f  the  r o o m s  f o r  

S h a ro n  a n d  one m o r e  s e c r e t a r y .

I t ' s  a lw a y s  a  good  fe e l in g  to l a y  y o u r  h a n d  to  the  p r o b l e m s  of the  d a y  to 

th in k  y o u 'v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  so m e th in g  o r  a t  l e a s t  t r i e d .  T o  m e  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  . 

m o r e  p h y s ic a l ly  o r  m e n ta l ly  t i r in g  th a n  ig n o r in g  m y  w o r k  a n d  le t t in g  i t  p i le ,

u p . - - XJ,.--'
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B a c k  u p s t a i r s  I  c a l l e d  B e t ty  W e in h e im e r .  T h i s  w a s  the  f i r s t  d a y  th a t  

the  b i r t h p l a c e  h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  open . I t  w a s  an  h i l a r i o u s  c o n v e r s a t io n .  T h e y

MEMORANDUM

h a d  h a d  12 08 p e o p le  r e p r e s e n t i n g  27 S ta te s  a n d  th r e e  f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s .  I t

/

Hid V«uc
h a d  a l l  gone  v e r y  s m o o th  B e t ty  s a id .  w a s  fu l l  of e x c i t e m e n t .  S h e 'd

. lo v e d  i t .  How g la d  I  a m  th a t  i t  i s  on ly  go ing  to b e  open f o r  one m o n th .

I t  h a d  b e e n  a  good  day . I  h a d  e s p e c i a l l y  en jo y ed  s e e in g  G o v e rn o r  J a c k

B u r n s  of H a w a i i  - -  one  of o u r  s ta u n c h  f r i e n d s .

John
A nd th e n  a b o u t  9 :3 0 ,  Ssac-and N an cy  a n d  A l f r e d  a n d  the C h r i s t i a n s  

re t u r n e d  f r o m  th e  p a r t y  a n d  jo in e d  m e  on the T r u m a n  B a lc o n y  - -  m y  f a v o r i t e  

v ie w  a t  the W h i te  H o u se .  L yndon  h a d  ta k en  s o m e  A m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  a l s o  .

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  H o lt  ou t f o r  a  s ta g  d in n e r  o n  the  S equo ia .

I t  w a s  a f t e r  10 :00  w h en  I  took  Jo h n  a n d  N an cy  an d  A l f r e d  a n d  th e  C h r i s t i a n s  

i i i to  d in n e r .  We w e r e  i n t e r r u p e d  r i g h t  in  the  m id d le  by  L yndon  a n d  the P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r  - -  w ho  i s  one of the  m o s t  p e p p e r y  c h a r a c t e r s  I  h a v e  m e t  i n  m y  

e x p e r i e n c e s  w i th  C h ie f s  of S ta te .  He to ld  a  d e l ig h tfu l  s t o r y  a b o u t  h i s  t r a v e l s  

w i th o u t  a s  I  r e m e m b e r  q u i te  id e n t i fy in g  the p la c e s  a n d  the  s p e a k e r s ,  b u t  i t  

s e e m s  th a t  a t  h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  a  p oin t  o f  e n t r y  a  S ta te  o f f ic ia l  h a d  com e f o r w a r d  

to  m e e t  h im  w ith  a  g r e e t i n g ,  " W e lc o m e  M r.  A m b a s s a d o r " ,

A n d  a n o th e r  t im e ,  j u s t  a s  h i s  p la n e  la n d e d ,  a  h a r r i e d  lo o k in g  o f f ic ia l  

h a d  c o m e  on s t a r i n g  a t  the  p a s s e n g e r s  in  the p lan e  a n d  l e a n e d  o v e r  to  h im

^  ■ ■ ■ ■ 
a n d  s a id ,  " C a n  you h e lp  m e .  l a m  su p p o se d  to  m e e t  the  P r i m e  M in i s t e r  f r o m  

A u s t r a l i a  a n d  I  d o n ’t know h i s  n a m e .  " Upon w h ic h  H o lt  s tu c k  out h i s  h a n d  

a n d  s a id ,  " H o l t ' s  the  n a m e .  "
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, Such m i ld ,  d e f la t in g  jo k e s  on o n es  s e l f  a lw a y s  ta k e  the  p o m p o u s n e s s  out 

of a  s i tu a t io n  and  r a t h e r  b l u n t  e r r o r s  o f  a n y  m e m b e r s  of the p r e s s  o r  

p o s s ib l e  e n e m i e s  in  the  a u d ie n c e  I th ink .

A f t e r  d in n e r  w e jo in e d  L yndon  a n d  A m b a s s a d o r  H olt  d o w n s t a i r s .  We 

sa w  the o ld , o ld  m o v ie  of e a r l y  1942 of L yndon  in  A u s t r a l i a .  A nd then  o u r  

t r i p  to  M e x ic o .  T h e  m o r e  I s e e  i t ,  the  m o r e  w o n d e r fu l  I th in k  i t  i s .  W ill  ' 

t h e r e  e v e r  b e  su ch  a n o t h e r ?  .

F in a l ly ,  " g o o d n ig h t"  to o u r  g u e s t s .  L y n d o n  h a d  a  lo n g  ta lk  in  the  

b e d r o o m  w i th  John . A b e d ro o m  i s  a lw a y s  a  c o n f e r e n c e  ro o m  w i th  h im .  B u t 

i t  w a s  1 :00 w h en  he b e g a n  h i s  n ig h t  r e a d in g .  So I  s l ip p e d  q u ie t ly  ou t.  W hen 

I  w o k e  f i t fu l ly  a t  2 :30 , I  saw  the l ig h t  s t i l l  o n  u n d e r  h i s  d o o r .

t :


