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- The morning began by watching Jack Valenti on the "Today Show'' --

“very composed, articulate -- we were _prou'd of him,

When he got to discussing what it was_like to work for the President’

“his voice warmed up'a.nd his eyes lighted up and I felt like Saying, nJack, put

‘on the brakes. " But he was great.'

" After these two and one half years in the very eye of the hurricane, he's

escaped to what looks like from here/\green pastures of private enterprise.

I rea.lly worked this»-mol.'fling-- ‘What is. it ? Slgnmg ma1l autographmg T

P A

Ppictures. to Whlte House aides who are departmg, to artists who have entertauned

: e :
- usy the large dinner§ the Pre 51dent1a1 Scholars' buffet supper " -/fvgracxous

/

| letter and autographed p1cture,\ and I hope a happy memorynm what these h1gh1y

talented, very expensive, entertainers take away from an evening at the
Whlte House.

Robm Duke called It was a slightly strained, careful corxvereation on -

my part because_,,of the prese difficulties Lynda Bird had had in Spe.ivn.. But '

Robin spoke glowingly for the most part of, e11 mformed thls girl was, of how

~.she just amazed the guides and the officials by knowing so much about their o

cou_r}xtr&_ end wanting to .v,kno.w’:imo_re. She's ‘back in this country for‘ ]3idd1e is to

have hi”s edenoids_‘v out | ‘ )
Luci' and IIDat "a.re goi.ng ‘to get their iioenee. A White Hous‘e photographer

went 'along. They stood in lme Just like- everybodyt else and were not recogmzed

at first. And 1t turned out that the White House photographer was not permitted

to take a. picture. ‘However, his presence caused them to be recogniied.z
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Somewhere ~-- somewhere down the line, anesthesia is going to wear

off and I am going to r'ealize that this is for real.

At 1:30 1 went w1th Lyndon to the Navy Yard for the Comm1ss1onmg :
0o I

Ceremomes of the @ceanographer -~ the ﬂoatmg laboratory that's gomg to

o make a six-month,‘ round-the-world tour in search of the_'secrets of the sea.,

In his speech, he invited 11 nations -- .-including the Soviet Union ~-=-to
have their scientists join in this round-the-world expedition

-

- One of its main purposes is to .search for marine food because of

mounting population and mounting deficiency in proteins in many countfie:j

" The Secretary of Commerce and Mary Connor were there, We talked

about‘o.xxf 'speeches for beaut.if‘ica'tiobn.'
,Welwierevpiped aboar& —-.vth'e first time that's ever happexied_t'o me. It
was a thrilling experience. There was an enorm'oﬁs; elaborate" cake which
| 'pJ.ctured every deta11 of l:he sh1p’ And in addltlon, had a httle church on the
_ .s1de W1th a bnda.l party gomg mto 1t. : | |

We rode back w1th Dr. Hormg. Lyndon always f1lls the car to the br1m

' W1th all the off1<:1als related in h1s ceremony -- a pohtlcal exped1t1on. I expect

that _mOStly he's his own protocol officer on these things; |

I asked Dr. I’-Iornig for Qne example of what the ship: weuld do to produce -

' concrete results. He told me of great schools of sardines that for years had .

‘run off a certain coast, and then one season they ceased to be there and again -

and again, and there was a great loss to the fishing industry and they did not

'know_ where they had gone. And researchhad disco‘ve.red- the’euif_rente-_ef the
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Lo ocean and the temperatures of the ocean had changed. And the sardines had

4

feupd therﬁ seivee-another home in fhe deep é, few hundred miles away.
A I‘. never qaea..se to ‘feeJ_.'tha.t I amfpax."t.of a pewllfront‘ier Here There is :
SO much happeriing i:hat I wanf te.‘ see the re eelts of. |
When we returned we walked rlght into John Connally; Alfred and. ‘Nancy
Negley, in town for John's br1ef1ng at the State Depa.rtrnent about Herms.,falr
and also to pubhmze‘lt for the Congress and the country. : |

- . Alas, ,,Senaﬂtor,:[a'.rborough has ‘got his feelings hurt"vja;nd' announced that .

Y peenr 6 me

: he Vyill not come'to the‘bbreception being giveﬁ by .Iohn‘for Ehe forei.grAvan’nbassadors
- of tiae coﬁntriee concefned fdr tﬁe‘Texas delegatiqe. He ebjects te qehn ‘ha.vi.ng L
~ the tltle, "H’lgh Comm1ssxoner of the Falr” | |
' (’ S They are staymg with us, and I am absolutely shattered by the news tha.t
this tr1p to the six Latin Am erican countries will begin on July 24th .and end
' _a.bout August lOth ~We've gone thfough se much together it would besad not |
to have John and Nelhe at the weddmg. ',. ' | | |
1 spent t}:he" afternoon workmg with Aehton and Bess.
And then .a‘t 6':30 1 had -'a.‘bmve.etirig with Bruce Thomas .aea I-\I'ash. ‘Ca.st'ro,
. Joe Bruno, Lﬁ, Mr. West, on the Tx;uman Balcony to d1seess soﬁeth1ng tha.t.
: - ’
1s"ve1_-y im por;ant to me -- ‘the teq.xlsts and t_h1s house. Th1s house }gejmany
tﬁings: .m.ueeumAfor the public, hofne foe a family, .site for official»entertainment.
And som e-times’ those tixings eonﬂict.’ -Due to th.e ;ua'.ppy circumstancee thet .
(.,'- : 'Lyn.doh‘ has gotten more legislatiori‘passed in angre‘ss than most former ‘

Presidents, there have beenj-more Bill signings.’ ‘*And'that‘_rh'eans"e ceremony B
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Luci would want.
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in the Rose Garden when the weather per_rriits, in the East Room when it is

- too cold or too hot.

Then there is the influx. of State visitors -- arrival ceremonies and

- 'luncheons. - And award ceremonies to Medal of Honor winners, students,

~ scientists.

T I_n 164, a m1111on, elght hundred thousand people vxs1ted the W‘hlte House

and in '65 because it was bemg closed more -- 8 closmgs and an hour cut short

12 time_s_;; there was ,pntly_._a_,million, seven hundred thdusand.' And many,

many, left disappointed. But it grows worse. "

In'the first half of"66, it has already been closed'8 times and the hours :

there a}.'e 6,000, 8,000, 10, OOO people who go away dlsappomted It 'wrenches

‘me and I am trying to get the cooperation of the appointments office -- of -

everybody -- to alleviate the situation.
.Marvin fljoi_ned.us and was very helpful and understanding ,-.- that most

beleagured m_an‘. o

shortered ten times. And each t1me it is closed 1n the summer vacation months, :

Nash 'suggested tha't on da.y's when it Was- closed foi a State luncheon that

tourists m 1ght at least walk. in the dr:.ve_yvay or the Pennsylvama Avenue
entrance ‘and gu1des could produce a 11tt1e story about the house -- and an
excellent vantage pomt for ta.kmg pxctures.- '

And I who am a ch1ef culprit in hav1ng the house closed all day' Fnday

. and Saturda.y for Luci's Weddmg had the 1dea that we would open 1t on MOnday o

- from 8:00 until 4:00. It is never opened on Mondays._ Th1s would be wha.t

1
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Very peftinently also the book sales are ‘falling -- the guide book,
20 ﬁéfcent of those who passed through in '64 bought a guide bodk; Only

16 pe,rcebnt in,f65._ ‘A‘nc_l now the first six months of %66 it has dropped to .

11 pg:rcent.- That hits Mr. West and me because we pay for thase reproductions

" of rugs',' these recoverings of all the furnishings on the third floor, these

doing over of guests rooms, and the eventual great necessity for drapes in-

the State Dining Room from sales from the guide book,

'I_‘hlengew%b_ook,com%-out in "thé'Fall -~ the "Living' White,House'i -~ Liz

: suggests a fanfaren@ublicity. v

The meeting lasted an hour.and a half and then Marvin and I went over = .
to the East Wing., I need to solve the problem of crowding in my Social ‘

Correspondence office -- beautification and its bulging mail —msiad hardly

_ continue to fit into the already crowded quarters of Christine and the six girls

who handle the regular mail.

. To my amazement and gratification, I found Sharon Francis hard at work

at .8.:20."

~'Marvin and I explored and I do think we will get one of the rooms for =

' Sharon and one more secretary.

L IcA"s._‘always a good fee.ling to lay your hand to the problems of the day ;o' -
think yod'{re acéornplished sor&iethiﬁg or at 1ea.si: tried, To me there is .nothing
more physically or mentally tiring than ignoring my work and letting it ‘pilei
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C tom eet hnn w1th a greet1ng, "Welcome Mr Ambassador”
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.Back upstairs I called Betty Weinheimer. This was the first day that
the. blrthplace house had been open. It was an hilarious conversation. ‘They_
had had 1208 people represent1ng 27 States and three forelgn countrzes. It
HeR vaise o
. had all gone very smooth Betty said. leneemid was full of exc1tement. _She'd.
: lloved_ it, How glad I am that‘1t is. only going to be open for one month.’
It had beena.good»day. I had especially enjoyed seeing‘ Governor Jack -
Bﬁrns of Hawaii -~ one of our staunch friends,

John | .
And. then about 9:30,. Wand Nancy and Alfred’ and ﬁ the Chr1st1ans

- teturned from the party and Jomed me on the Truman Balcony == my favonte

view at the White House. Lyndon had taken some Ambassadors and al_so o

Prime M1n1ster Holt out for a stag dmner on the Sequ01a.

It was after 10:00 when I took John and Nancy and Alfred and the Chnsuans S

' m\to dmner. We were 1nterru1aed nght in the middle by Ly'ndon and the Pr1me
Mlnrster ‘—- who is one of thernost peppery,characters 1 have_rrxet in my |

- experiences with Chiefs of State;. Ide told a; delightful story about h1s tra\‘rels‘
‘without as I rem_ernber qnite }ibdenti‘fyin.g the_ places and the'speakers,'zout-itf

seems that at his arrival at a po‘int of entry a State official»had corne.' forward .

And another nme, Just as h1s plane la.nded a harned lookmg off1c1a1

' _‘_had come on starmgat the passengers in the plane and leaned over to him_

. and said, "Can you 'helvp me. Iam supposed to meet the Prime Minist‘er'from -

- Australia‘ and I don't know his name."? Upon which Holt stuck out his hand .

‘and said, ,"V'Holt's the name. '
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’ _' I'iavaltlé' fxtfully at‘>2:30,< I saw Ehe light still on undervh.irsmc’loor.'l
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. Such mild, deflating jokes on ones self always take the pompousness out -

. ‘ .___the ‘ ' .
of a situation and rather blunt&xerrors of any members of the press or
possible enemies in the audience I think, |

- . After dinner we jbined Lyndpri and Ambassador Holt downstairs;" We

saw the old, old movie of 'éarly 1942 of Lyhdon in.Australia.' And then our

trip to M exico. - The more I see it, the more wonderful I think it is. Will" -

. there ever be such another? o ' .

_ Finally, ngoodnight' to our guests. Lyndon had a long talk in the
bedroom with John. A bedfoom is always a confe_rencé room with him, But

it was 1:00 when h.eA began his night reading. So I slipped quietly dut. When
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