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WASHINGTON
It was a late night Saturday night hearing Lyndon's adventures, and
so we slept until 9:30 Sunday morning -- a very rare thing for Lyndon. ~And’

then we went.to St. Marke -~ all four ‘of: us. Luc1 wa‘sihappily chirruping her

N CE

_assent, though it m eans two church services for her.

The day was important to me for three reasons. All four of ns side by '.

side in old St. 'Marks ‘which is, stiil being done over. And so we sat in cha1rs.

: k AT _
And second because B111 Baxter asked God's blessings on thy servants Luci

//

- and Pat and their approaching marr1age. And third because- Bill"Baxter is -

leaving the end of this month and St. Marks wm no more be the earne to rne.A :
He had just returned frorn Latln Amenca -~ his fn'st tout' with the Peace Corps
to which he 1s gomg In his real evangehcal fashlon, he wae cat'ned anvay -
and preached unt11 12:20, So we werev-late gettlneg home to see our nsual

round of Sunday TV shows -~ Admiral Rayburn, br1sk sm111ng,. tough, w1nn1ng
every round I thought And Cy Vance, cautious and dehberate in h1s 1mposs1b1e

job of answermg reporters who 1t seemed weu}d deterrmne‘ to show up th1s I

country in the worst 11ght pos s1ble in every s1tuat1on. Somietimes you get an

- uneasy feelmg of wondermg ka whose side they are on. -

.Once m ore there were just the four of us at the table, and I..chevrish' the K

time.,

After lunch, Lyndon put on hxs paJamas and crawled 1nto bed 6\1ndays :
arels hlS days to make up for the whole week But he asked us to come in and
talk with hn'n. And Lynda and Luci s1tt1ng on the bed and Iin the rockmg cha1r

were soon in one of the longest, best famlly dxscuss:.ons -- the sort that is
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a cathartic and a salve at the same time for all the problems that beset the

four of us, and maybe a so'lution." We talked about Luci's honeymoon and

';how she would get there, about Pat's _]Ob and about their courses at. the '

' Bundy
University. We talked aboat a. p0551b1e JOb for Lynda. McGeorge B

' had told her there m1ght be someth1ng in the Ford Foundation -- research -

an‘d travel. Arthur Goldberg had mentioned a place_ with the United'Nations.w

~ She's interested in the ”American Heritage" magazine. - Someone had suggested -

5.

. talked to Bill Moyers about her going to- work for them,

‘It was a rare and happy time -- productive for us all. "

: Then rvhen Lyndon turned over to go to sleep, I went bowling. Played :

3 ‘games ~-- about a high score of 136 and a low too bad to‘mention.. Then

came back over with Lynda to watch her unpack all of her treasures‘—'—:th’e books, .

the old prints that she had bought the gn.fts mcludmg a whlte mant111a about -. :
8 feet long: that would make 2 good weddmg ve11 T» ooks are a leadstone—-
to her_.

_-And then when Lyndon woke up, _he said, "Let's govout and eee. Courtney, "

So the four of us drove out Courtney, .out on’the s1dewa1k saw Lyndon commg, -

and nobody in Jack's galaxy of stars could poss1b1y express more dehght and

' excitement than she did. No wonder he fmds her one of the chief Joys of h1s

hard days.

. We had a pleasant hour or so, but the ValentrSs had a d1nner engagement ‘

so Luci volunteered to baby sit W1th Courtney. We took her back home to the '

: ‘_a_,yjob_;there'for.»her'.- -And then "Nat1onal Geographm" —l— an off1c1al in 1t - had
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'Whlte House for dlnner w1th us along w1th fhe Riddems who had come in to

join the Valentis. v

It was a mild, soft, early evening -- the sort that's an anecdote for

‘the struggles of the week da.}'rs‘ for Lyndon. . And for me it was especially

dear because we were all four together. And those da.ys in this way are
grow1ng numbered

_ Today the full page story about weddmgs was Pre51dent Cleveland and

o Franc&é Folsom. And then the story of Luci's br1de sma1ds in pink, including*®

a skétéh, was the installment for all the we‘ddingfvtra»t'cﬁe.rs. And a ne'gative'
short story about Lyndé Bird's return -- "'Eludeé'press at airport" it said.

N »..-r"’ Yy

It's an old story by now and I should know it well It's a sort of conspiracy

' by the press, by ones fnends, by the pubhc. For years bthey pitted Lyndon o

agamst the Spea.ker, but that never worked, And now 1ncreas1ng1y as John
Co:mally is reachmg a summ1t of prommence, they are frymg to stﬁ up a -

] :
fight betweeM’d Lyndon_._ Sometimes it's abrasive. -But I believg'it will'»"‘ R
never pfoddce dnything beFWeén thov’s‘e tv\.ro.l ‘An‘d.now:‘in a way, ig's‘ ddﬁg(ﬁter"

against daughter. -Luci ha.svc'evrtain qualifications that make her wonderful =

: wit_h the press and Lynda other characteristics that give her a bad time with _
them. The moral'Ais,‘-we m\;stbbe' careful -~ no rifts within our inner forces. =

o And I believe we are 8 too stfong and too close for it., But if you stand off a

little from the scene you can see it,




