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It w a s  a  la te  n ig h t S a tu rd a y  n ig h t  h e a r in g  L y n d o n 's  a d v e n tu r e s ,  an d

so  w e s le p t  u n t i l  9 :30  Sunday m o rn in g  - -  a  v e r y  r a r e  th in g  fo r  L y n d o n . A nd

th e n  w e w e n t to  St. M a rk s  - -  a l l  fo u r  of u s .  L u c i w a s  h a p p ily  c h ir r u p in g  h e r  -

a s s e n t ,  th ough  i t  m e a n s  tw o c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s  fo r  h e r .

T h e  day  w a s  im p o r ta n t  to  m e  fo r  th r e e  r e a s o n s .  A ll fo u r  o f u s  s id e  b y

s id e  in  o ld  S t. M a rk s  w h ic h  is  s t i l l  b e in g  done o v e r .  A nd so  w e s a t  in  c h a i r s .

A nd  s e c o n d  b e c a u s e  B il l  B a x te r  a s k e d  G o d 's  b le s s in g s  o n  "thy  s e r v a n ts  L u c i

a n d  P a t  a n d  th e i r  a p p ro a c h in g  m a r r i a g e ".  A nd  th i r d  b e c a u s e  B il l  B a x te r  i s  -
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r :

le a v in g  the  en d  of th is  m o n th  a n d  S t, M a rk s  w ill  no m o re  b e  th e  s a m e  to  m e .

He h a d  ju s t  r e tu r n e d  f ro m  L a t in  A m e r ic a  - -  h is  f i r s t  to u r  w ith  th e  P e a c e  C o rp s  

to  w h ic h  h e  i s  g o in g . In  h is  r e a l  e v a n g e l ic a l  fa s h io n , h e  w a s  c a r r i e d  aw ay  

a n d  p re a c h e d  u n t i l  12 :20 , So w e w e r e  la te  g e ttin g  h o m e  to  se e  o u r  u s u a l
— * T

ro u n d  o f S unday  TV show s - -  A d m ira l  R a b o r n , b r i s k ,  s m il in g , to u g h , w in n in g

e v e r y  ro u n d  I  th o u g h t. A nd  C y V a n ce , c a u tio u s  a n d  d e l ib e r a te  in  h i s  im p o s s ib le

' ■ i__ ■ , ' '■
jo b  o f a n s w e r in g  r e p o r t e r s  w ho i t  s e e m e d  w otttd  d e te rm in e T to  show  u p  th is

c o u n try  in  the  w o r s t  l ig h t p o s s ib le  in  e v e r y  s i tu a t io n . Som e t im e s  you g e t a n

u n e a s y  fe e lin g  o f w o n d e rin g  Triwng w h o se  s id e  th e y  a r e  on.

O nce m o r e  th e r e  w e r e  ju s t  the  fo u r  of u s  a t  the  ta b le ,  an d  I  c h e r i s h  the  

't im e . .

A f te r  lu n c h , L ynd o n  p u t on h is  p a ja m a s  a n d  c ra w le d  in to  b e d . S undays 

a re fc  h is  d a y s  to  m a k e  up  f o r  the  w h o le  w e e k . B u t he a s k e d  u s  to  c o m e  in  a n d  

ta lk  w ith  h im . A nd L y n d a  a n d  L u c i s i t t in g  on  the  b e d  a n d  I  in  the  ro c k in g  c h a i r  

w e r e  so o n  in  one of the lo n g e s t ,  b e s t  fa m ily  d is c u s s io n s  - -  the  s o r t  th a t  i s
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a  c a th a r t i c  a n d  a  s a lv e  a t  the  s a m e  tim e  f o r  a l l  th e  p ro b le m s  th a t  b e s e t  the

fo u r  of u s ,  a n d  m a y b e  a  s o lu tio n . We ta lk e d  a b o u t L u c i 's  h o n ey m o o n  an d

how  sh e  w o u ld  g e t  th e r e ,  a b o u t P a t 's  jo b , a n d  a b o u t th e i r  c o u r s e s  a t  the
B undy

U n iv e r s i ty .  W e ta lk e d  a b o u t a  p o s s ib le  job  fo r  L y n d a . M cG e o rg e  a«?H?riiKy 

h a d  to ld  h e r  th e r e  m ig h t  be s o m e th in g  in  the  F o r d  F o u n d a tio n  - -  r e s e a r c h  

a n d  t r a v e l ,  A r th u r  G o ld b e rg  h a d  m e n tio n e d  a  p la c e  w ith  the  U n ite d  N a tio n s .

S h e 's  i n t e r e s t e d  in  the " A m e r ic a n  H e r i t a g e " m a g a z in e . S om eone  h a d  s u g g e s te d  

a  job  th e r e  fo r  h e r .  A nd th e n  " N a tio n a l G e o g ra p h ic "  - -  a n  o f f ic ia l  in  i t  - -  h a d  

ta lk e d  to  B i l l  M o y e rs  a b o u t h e r  going  to  w o rk  fo r  th e m .

I t  w a s  a  r a r e  a n d  h a p p y  tim e  - -  p ro d u c tiv e  fo r  u s  a l l .

T h e n  w h en  L y ndon  tu rn e d  o v e r  to  go to  s le e p ,  I  w e n t b o w lin g . P la y e d  

3 g a m e s  - -  a b o u t a  h ig h  s c o r e  of 136 a n d  a  low  to o  b a d  to  m e n tio n . T h en  

c a m e  b a c k  o v e r  w ith  L y n d a  to  w a tc h  h e r  u n p a c k  a l l  o f h e r  t r e a s u r e s  - -  the  b o o k s .

C

(
V .

the  o ld  p r in t s  th a t  sh e  h a d  b o u g h t, the  g if ts  in c lu d in g  a  w h ite  m a n t i l la  a b o u t

8 f e e t  lo n g  th a t  w o u ld  m a k e  a  good  w ed d in g  v e i l .   B ooks a r e  a  lo d e s to n e

to  h e r .  . .,

A nd  th en  w h en  L y n d o n  w oke up , he  s a id , " L e t 's  go o u t a n d  s e e  C o u r tn e y ." 

So the  fo u r  of u s  d ro v e  o u t. C o u r tn e y , w out on ’the  s id e w a lk  saw  L ynd o n  c o m in g , 

a n d  nob o d y  in  J a c k ’s g a la x y  o f s t a r s  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  e x p r e s s  m o r e  d e lig h t a n d  

e x c i te m e n t  th a n  sh e  d id . No w o n d e r  h e  f in d s  h e r  one o f the  c h ie f  jo y s  o f  h is  

h a r d  d a y s .

W e h a d  a  p le a s a n t  h o u r  o r  so , b u t the  V a le n t i s  h a d  a  d in n e r  e n g a g e m e n t 

so  L u c i v o lu n te e re d  to b a b y - s i t  w ith  C o u r tn e y . We to o k  h e r  b a c k  h o m e  to  th e
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Wh ite  H o u se  fo r  d in n e r  w ith  u s  a lo n g  w ith  th e  R iordo n s  w ho h a d  co m e  in  to  

jo in  the  V a le n t i s .

I t  w a s  a  m ild , so f t, early e v en in g  - -  the s o r t  t h a t 's  a n  a n e c d o te  fo r  

th e  s t r u g g le s  of the  w e ek  d a y s  fo r  L y n d o n . A nd fo r  m e  i t  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  

d e a r  b e c a u s e  w e w e re  a l l  fo u r  to g e th e r .  A nd th o se  d a y s  in  th is  w ay  a r e  

g ro w in g  n u m b e re d .

T o d a y  th e  fu l l -p a g e  s to r y  a b o u t w ed d in g s  w a s  P r e s id e n t  C le v e la n d  a n d  

F ra n c e s  F o ls o m . A nd th en  the  s to r y  of L u c i 's  b r id e s m a id s  in  p in k , in c lu d in g """  '  

a  s k e tc h , w a s  th e  in s ta l lm e n t  f o r  a l l  th e  w ed d in g  w a tc h e r s .  A nd  a  n e g a tiv e  

s h o r t  s t o r y  a b o u t L y n d a  B i r d 's  r e tu r n  - -  " E lu d e s  p r e s s  a t  a i r p o r t "  i t  s a id .

I t ' s  a n  o ld  s to r y  by  now  a n d  I sh o u ld  know  i t  w e l l .  I t 's  a  s o r t  of c o n s p i r a c y  

by  th e  p r e s s ,  b y  o n e s  f r ie n d s ,  b y  the p u b lic . F o r  y e a r s  th e y  p i t te d  L y n d o n  

a g a in s t  the  S p e a k e r , b u t th a t n e v e r  w o rk e d . A nd now  in c r e a s in g ly  a s  Jo h n  

C on n a lly  i s  r e a c h in g  a  s u m m it  of p ro m in e n c e , th e y  a r e  try in g  to  s t i r  u p  a  

f ig h t  b e tw e e n ^ ^ ^ s in d  L y n d o n . S o m e tim e s  it?s a b r a s iv e .  B u t I b e l ie v e  i t  w il l  

n e v e r  p ro d u c e  a n y th in g  b e tw e e n  th o se  tw o. A nd now  in  a  w ay , i t ' s  d a u g h te r  

a g a in s t  d a u g h te r .  L u c i h a s  c e r t a in  q u a lif ic a t io n s  th a t  m a k e  h e r  w o n d e rfu l 

w ith  th e  p r e s s  a n d  L y n d a  o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  g iv e  h e r  a  b a d  t im e  w ith  

th e m . T h e  m o r a l  i s ,  w e m u s t  be  c a r e f u l  - -  no  r i f t s  w ith in  o u r  in n e r  f o r c e s .  

A nd  I  b e l ie v e  w e a r e  H too  s t ro n g  a n d  too  c lo s e  fo r  i t .  B u t if  you  s ta n d  o ff a  

l i t t l e  f ro m  the  s c e n e  you  c a n  s e e  i t . '


