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I  h a d  a c c o m p l i s h e d  one of m y  jo b s  in  New Y o r k  of g e t t in g  m y  own lo v e ly  

y e l lo w  d r e s s  fo r  the  w ed d in g  f i t t e d  b y  A dele  S im p so n ,  I  a m  p l e a s e d  w i th  i t .

I  th in k  w h en  I a m  a n  o ld  la d y  w a lk in g  on m y  can e  p a s t  a  show  w indow  - -  w i l l  i t  

e v e r  h a p p e n ?  In the  J o h n so n  L i b r a r y ?  - -  a n d  lo o k  up  a t  L u c i ' s  w ed d in g  gow n 

an d  m y  y e llo w  d r e s s  a n d  c o a t  I  s h a l l  b e a m  w ith  s a t i s f a c t io n .

We h a d  n o t  found  L u c i 's " g o in g  a w a y  s u i t  o r  a  < iress  f o r  h e r  to w e a r  to  

the  H a r r i m a n ' s  r e c e p t io n .

L y n d a  B i r d  h a d  b ro u g h t  o v e r  s o m e  b e a u t i e s ,  a l l  of w h ic h  she  w a n te d .  

W ith in  the  l a s t  y e a r  L y n d a  h a s  l e a r n e d  how to w e a r  c lo th ^  w i th  d i s t in c t io n .  

S h e  lo o k e d  m a r v e l o u s  in  th e m .  She p r o m i s e d  to  h e lp  L u c i  d e c id e  on h e r s  - -   

a n d  B e s s  h a d  so m e  good  id e a s .  So I  l e f t  th e m  bo th  to take  th e  10:30 f l ig h t  

b a c k  to  W a s h in g to n *  r e m e m b e r i n g  L y n d a 's  d i s c u s s io n  of th e  d r e s s e s .  " I  

know  i t ’s e l e g a n t .  M o th e r ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  e x c i t i n g ,"  th in k in g  of s o m e th in g  s h e  

th o u g h t sh e  m ig h t  g e t  to w e a r  to the  H a r r i m a n  p a r ty .  A nd L u c i  h a d  s a id ,

" I t ' s  r i c h  a n d  l a d y - l i k e .  B u t i t ' s  n o t  th e  s o r t  of d r e s s  a n y b o d y  w o u ld  s a y  

'w ow ' w h e n  you  c o m e  in ." A nd  L y n d a  s a id ,  " F o r  once  I  w a n t  th e m  to s a y  

'w o w '" .  T h a t  i s  the  f r a m e  of m in d  sh e  i s  in  now. If  you a r e  go ing  to b e  a   

b e a r^ b e  a  g r i z z l y  - -  i t ' s  one o f  h e r  f a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n s .  I t  m a k e s  m e  f e e l  

u n e a s y .

B a c k  a t  the  W hite  H o u se  I  p h oned  B e t ty  W e in h e im e r  ^c|Ein<fpTthe f i r s t  

f o u r  d a y s  i t  w a s  open  the  l i t t l e  h o u s e  w h e r e  L y n d o n  w a s  b o r n  h a d  a t t r a c t e d

3, 891 p e o p le  f r o m  42 S ta te s  arid 10 f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s /
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I lu n c h e d  w i th  P a t s y ,  a n d  w e ta lk e d  a b o u t  h e r  own w ed d in g  p la n s .  She 

i s  go ing  to m a k e  h e r  d r e s s .  And a b o u t  B uzz  a n d  h e r  co n t in u in g  w o rk in g .  She 

w i l l .   ̂ ■

I  h a d  a  s e s s i o n  w i th  L iz .  In  a  tow n w h e re  the  p r e s s  c o lo n y  i s  s o m e

4 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  a l l  r a v e n o u s ,  sh e  i s  b e in g  b a t t e r e d  a n d  b u f fe t te d .  She a n d  B e s s  
■ )

a r e  thfe two w ho  w i l l  n e e d  m o r e  th an  m e  to  m e l t  a w a y  on A u g u s t  7 th .

A n d  th e n  a t  3 :00 w a s  m y  m a in  m e e t in g  of the  d a y  f o r  w h ic h  a c tu a l ly  

I  h a d  co m  e h o m e  - -  to  ta lk  to m y  Co u r t  of Fin a l  Re v iew  - -  A be F o r t a s  a n d

C l a r k  C l i f f o r d  - -  in  the  Q u e e n s ’ R oom  a b o u t  m y  c u r r e n t  w o r r i e s .  O ne , how

'7
sh o u ld  L u c i  a n d  P a t  go on t h e i r  h o n e y m o o n .  B y  c o m m e r c i a l  p la n e  ? No m a t t e r  

how  w e d i s g u i s e  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the W hite  H o u se  - -  in  a  f l o r i s t  t r u c k  o r  

b a k e r ' s  t r u c k ,  o r  a  r e d  w ig  a n d  h e a v y  g l a s s e s  - -  on the p lan e  th e y  w i l l  be  

r e c o g n iz e d  a n d  w i l l  be  m e t  b y  a  b a t t e r y  of p h o to g r a p h e r s  a t  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t io n .  

How m u c h  I  w is h  th e y  co u ld  h av e  one , two d a y s  p r iv a c y !  S econd , on  a  p la n e  

p r i v a t e l y  ow ned  b y  a n y  f r i e n d ?  We th o ugh t an d  th o u g h t  an d  th o u g h t.  I  r e v ie w e d  

s u g g e s t io n s  to  th e m .  I t  w a s  o u r  f in a l  d e c i s io n  — th e r e  w a s  nobody , nobo d y  

a t  a l l ,  w ho c o u ld  le n d  u s  a  p la n e  w ith o u t  c r i t i c i s m .  T h i r d ,  K T B C' s  p la n e ,  

w h ic h  w e  could l e a s e .   N obody  w o u ld  b e l ie v e  i t .  T h e  c o m f o r t  of h a v in g  a  

p r i v a t e ,  d i s c r e e t ,  mode of travel le a v in g  a t  the  h o u r  w e  w a n te d ,  c o u ld  be  q u i te  w ip e d  ou t b y  

n e w s p a p e r  s t o r i e s .  We d i s c a r d e d  th a t .  F o u r th ,  l e a s in g  a  p la n e  f r o m  a n  

a b s o lu t e ly  c o m m e r c i a l  s o u r c e  th a t  h a s  e x e c u t iv e  j e t s  b y  the  h o u r  o r  m i l e .  

W a r r e n  W o o d w ard , m y  f o r m e r  "V ice  P r e s i d e n t  in  c h a r g e  of e v e r y th in g " i s  .
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w o rk in g  on i t .  He h a s  two s u g g e s t io n s  fo r  m e .  It w a s  A b e 's  a n d  C l a r k ' s  a n d  

f i n a l l y  m y  d e c i s io n  th a t  th a t  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  be the  b e s t  th ing  to do.

T h e n  I  d i s c u s s e d  w ith  th e m  w h a t  L y n d o n  h a d  s a id  a b o u t  a s k in g  the 

A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  f o r  a n  o p in io n  on w i th d ra w in g  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  f r o m  h i s  two 

d a u g h t e r s .  E i t h e r  h e  h a s  no f e a r  of b o d i ly  h a r m  c o m in g  to th e m ,  o r  h e  d o e s  

n o t  th in k  the S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  w o u ld  b e  e f f e c tu a l  in  p r e v e n t in g  i t  in  c a s e  an y b o d y  " 

w a n te d  to  in ju r e  th e m . I  do n o t  f e e l  th a t  w ay jK  U n til  he  i s  out of th is  o ff ice

a n d  the  h a te  e n g e n d e r e d  f o r  h im  a m o n g  n u ts  i s  c o o le d  b y  h i s  r e m o v a l  f r o m  a  -
. UrzxZ. . ■ ’

p la c e  o f  p o w e r ,  I  w a n t  th em  to  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  C la rk ^  a n d  A be^ - -  the

a c t i o n  w a s  b o th  im m e d ia te  a n d  v o c i f e r o u s . '  I t  w a s  in  f a c t  e v e n  h u m o r o u s ,  

r e d u c e d  to  a  c l e a r  f a c tu a l  s t a t e m e n t .  I t  w a s  th a t  th ey  b e l i e v e d  th a t  L y n d o n  

c o u ld  s t a n d  a n y th in g  th a t  b e f e l l  h im  e x c e p t  the  t r a g e d y  h a p p e n in g  to a  m e m b e r  

o f  h i s  f a m i ly  to  w h ich  he f e l t  he  h a d  c o n t r ib u te d  o r  b e e n  in  so m e  w ay  the 

c a u s e  of.

O ne im p o r t a n t  p ie c e  of b u s i n e s s  w e  d id  no t g e t  to a t t e n d  to - -  J im  K e tch u m  

h a s  n o t i f ie d  m e  th a t  the  P e t e r  Hur d  p o r t r a i t  of L yndon  h a s  a r r i v e d .  I  in te n d e d  

to sh o w  i t  to  t h e s e  tw o, a s  I  s h a r e  so  m u c h  w ith  th e m .  B u t n e a r l y  t h r e e  h o u r s  

w e r e  co n su m ed ,,  eind th e y  h a d  to l e a v e .

T h e n  I w e n t  dow n to  th e  t h e a t r e  to  s e e  th e  f i lm  th a t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  th e  

d a y  L u c i  B a in e s  a n d  I  h a d  m e t  the  p r e s s  in  the  S ta te  D ining  r o o m .  T h e  n e tw o r k s  

a r e  i n s i s t e n t  on h a y in g  a n  in te r v ie w  w ith  L u c i  a n d  P a t .  I  a m  i n s i s t e n t  on 

n o  in te r v ie w .  S im one  a n d  L iz ,  a lw a y s  r e s o u r c e f u l , . a lw a y s  t r y in g  to  b e  ^
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h e lp fu l ,  h a d  s u g g e s te d  th e y  be  o f f e r e d  a n y  p o r t i o n  of th is  th a t  w e p a s s  a n d  

e d i t .  I t  i s  good. I t  w i l l  n e e d  so m e  e d i t in g .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  L u c i  c o m e s  a c r o s s  

w a r m ,  ssxasoajixK s w e e t ,  e l i c i t in g  the s y m p a th y  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f | ^ a t c h e i J  

a n d  v e r y  p r e t t y .

Q u ite  l a t e  in  the  d a y  a f t e r  n e a r l y  e v e ry b o d y  w ould  h av e  m a d e  d in n e r  

p la n s  o r  h a d  t h e i r  d in n e r ,  L y n d o n  c a l l e d  an d  s a i d j ^ t ' s  go on the b o a t .  See V 

i f  you c a n  g e t  the  C l i f f o r d s ,  the  F o r t a s  a n d  the  V a le n t i s  an d  the R i o r d a n s  

a n d  the M c A r t h u r s  a n d  the  W h ite s .

G oing on the  b o a t  th is  s u m m e r  i s  a  b i t  to h im  a n d  to  m e  l i k e  going  to 

the  R a n c h  a n d  r id in g  a c r o s s  the  R i v e r  on  the l o w - w a te r  b r i d g e  w h e r e  you 

f e e l  l ik e  y o u 'v e  j u s t  d e p o s i t e d  y o u r  c a r e s  on the o th e r  s id e  an d  d r iv e  off f r e e  

a n d  l ig h t  a s  yo u  c l im b  up  the o th e r  b a n k , a n d  the s a m e  s o r t  of p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

e f f e c t  b y  e n t e r in g  the  g a te  a t  C a m p  D av id  w ith  the  d e ep ,  t a l l ,  g r e e n  w o o d s .  

Such  a  p u r e  e f f e c t  of s p i r i t .  I  th in k  i t ' s  the  m e a n in g  of the  w o rd  r e c r e a t i o n .

T h e  F o r t a s  w e r e  d e l ig h te d  to c o m e  on a  m o m e n ts  n o t ic e  a n d  the  V a le n t i s  

a n d  the R io r d a n s  a n d  D ian a  a n d  D ona ld . And we le f t  the  p i e r  a t  8 :30 . B ut 

th is  t im e  o u r  t r o u b l e s  ro d e  w i th  u s .  I  e x t r a c t e d  L yndon  a n d  Abe a n d  J a c k  

f r o m  the  g ro u p ,  a n d  w e w e n t  in to  the  C a b in  a n d  ta lk e d  ab o u t the w ed d in g  f o r  

q u i te  a w h ile  - -  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  the h o n ey m o o n , the  h o u s e  th ey  w o u ld  l iv e  

in  in  A u s t in  - -  t h e r e  a r e  p i c t u r e s  of i t  in  the  W ash in g to n  P o s t  to d a y  - -  an d  

g o o d n e ss  know s i t  lo o k s  m o d e s t  enough  to  s u i t  the c i t i z e n  m o s t  d e t e r m i n e d  to 

m a k e  a n  o r d i n a r y  f ig u r e  of p u b l ic  s e r v a n t s  in  h ig h e r  p l a c e s .  T h e  b ig  f la p  i s
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th a t  the  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  h ad  a s k e d  the p eo p le  in  the  o th e r  s id e  of the d u p le x  - -

a  p r o f e s s o r  n a m e d  D av id  R ob in s o n  - -  to le a v e  so  th a t  they  c o u ld  r e n t  i t .  T h i s
Lem

w ith o u t  a n y  w o r d  of e x p la n a t io n  o r  in te n t io n  to u s .  P o o r  isfq. w hen  I  c a l l e d  h im  

w a s  j u s t  a s  d i s t r a u g h t  a s  L iz  o f te n  i s  t h e s e  d a y s .  He h a d n ’t a s k e d  h im  to  m o v e !  

He j u s t  e x p la in e d  the  d i f f ic u l t ie s  i t  w o u ld  c a u s e  to n e ig h b o r s  an d  s u g g e s te d  th a t  

i f  th e y  found  an y th in g  e l s e  th a t  they  l ik e d  a s  well^ they  - -  the  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  - -  

w o u ld  l ik e  to  r e n t  h i s  h a l f .  T h a t  so u n d s  too m u c h  l ik e  a  r e q u e s t  to  m o v e ,  a n d  

c o u r s e  the  s t o r y  w a s  so o n  p u b lic  p r o p e r t y  a n d  b low n  up ; A lth o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  

b y  the  R o b e r t s o n s  b u t b y  o th e r  n e ig h b o r s  in  the  l i t t l e  h o r s e s h o e  s t r e e t .

'  ̂ -! r I t  w as coo l' ' p le a sa n t; b eau tifu l s c e n e ry  - - the ‘setting ,  the com pany , - -  

f o r  re la x a tio n . B u t  i t ^ e l u d e s.^^ P ro b le m s  com e no t in  s in g le  f ile  b u t in  

b a tta lio n s^ th e se  d ay s . And I am  m en tio m n j^C  b o ilin g  p o in t/^ ^ th in k in g  we iare

l e t t in g  p u b l ic  o p in io n  ( a ip < ^ ^ p u t  of fo c u s  fo r  u s ,  an d  to h e l l  w ith  i t .  I  w an t to 

en joy  one o f  the  d e ep ,  lo v e ly ,  h a p p y  m o m e n ts  of o u r  l i fe  a n d  no t l e t  i t  a l l  be 

c l u t t e r e d  u p  w i th  n i t - p ic k in g  n e w s p a p e r  s t o r i e s .  A nd  now how  to im p le m e n t  

th a t  f e e l in g  a n d  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly  how to  p ro v id e  s o m e  b-o m b ^th a t w i l l  s o o th .

f1

L y n d o n  w ho h a s  r e a l l y  im p o r t a n t  p r o b le m s  on h is  m in d .

I  t r i e d  to  qu o te  tc |^ im  w h a t  Abe an d  C l a r k  h a d  s a id  t h i s  a f te r n o o n ,  " s u t

i t  h a s  a l l  b e e n  h a n d le d  so  aatw ell yo u  c o u ld n ' t  h a v e  p la n n ed  i t  a  b i t  b e t t e r  u n le ss
/f

you h a d  a r r a n g e d  i t  f o r  Ju ly ,  1968!" I  a m  a f r a i d  h e  d o e s n ' t  s e e  i t  in  th a t  l ig h t  

b u t  r a t h e r  l ik e  a  b u r r  in  h i s  sh o e ,  b e c a u s e  w e h a r d l y  g e t  th ro u g h  w ith  one  

p r o b le m  b e f o r e  the  n e x t  one p u ts  in  i t s  b id .  A l s ô unknow n  to  u s  w i th o u t  o u r  ; 

a d v ic e  o r  consent.^
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------- - a t  the  H o u se  of R e p r e s e n ta t i v e s ,  S p e a k e r  Jo h n  M c C o r m a c k  an d

M in o r i ty  L e a d e r  G e r a l d  F o r d  h a d  w r i t t e n  a ^ e a r  c o l le a g u e  l e t t e r  to  the 

4 3 3  m e m b e r s  of th e  H o u se  to  jo in  t o g e th e r  in  b u y ing  a  g if t  f o r  L u c i  a n d  P a t  

f o r  t h e i r  w e d d in g .  C a r l  A lb e r t  w a s  to  b e  the  T r e a s u r e r .  R a i s in g  h i s  v o ic e  

lo u d  a n d  c l e a r  in  d i s s e n t  w a s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r o s s  w ho s a y s ,  " I 'm  no t 

g o in g  to  c o n t r ib u te .  I 'v e  n e v e r  m e t  the  g i r l  a n d  I 'v e  n e v e r  m e t  th e  boy  ^

s h e ' s  go ing  to m a r r y .  ”

P o o r  L u c i ,  a l a s ,  w a s  in  t e a r s  to h a v e  c a u s e d  h e r  D addy  a n y  f u r t h e r  

t r o u b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s in c e  f r o m  th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  w e h a v e  s a id  th a t  th is  

i s  a  f a m i ly  o c c a s io n  a n d  n o t  a  s ta t e  o c c a s io n .  A nd on ly  a  v e r y  few  m e m b e r s  " ' 

o f  the  H o u se  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  a r e  go ing  to  be  in v i te d .

W hen sh e  h a d  g o t te n  b a c k  f r o m  N ew  Y o rk  a t  m id n ig h t  a n d  a f t e r  n u m e r o u s  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  sh e  h a d  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  " I  h av e  b e e n  in f o r m e d  th a t  s o m e   

o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  in  the  C o n g r e s s  w e r e  go ing  to g e th e r  to  g e t  P a t  a n d  m e  a  w ed d in g  

p r e s e n t .  I  t r e a s u r e  m y  fa m i ly 's   f r i e n d s  in  the  C o n g r e s s ,  b u t  I  h o p e  th a t  no

c o n t r ib u t io n  w i l l  be  a c c e p te d  f o r  a n y  p r e s e n t  fo r  u s ,  I  on ly  w a n t  a s  p e r s o n a l  

a  w e d d in g  a s  p o s s ib le  in  the  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in  w h ich  I  f ind  m y s e l f .  T h is  i s  a  

v e r y  m e a n in g fu l  t im e  in  m y  l i f e  a n d  th e  good w is h e s  of o u r  f r i e n d s  in  C o n g r e s s  

i s  a m p le  jo y  f o r  u s .  " B u t w h en  she  te le p h o n e d  C a r l  A lb e r t  b e f o r e  g iv ing  ou t 

th e  s t a t e m e n t  to t e l l  h im  a b o u t  i t ,  h e  w o u ld  hav e  none  of i t  a n d  s a id ,  " T h in k  

n o th in g  of i t .  We are  go ing  «  r ig h t  a h e a d  w ith  o u r  p la n s .  " . She c o u ld  n o t  ta lk  

h im  o u t  of i t .  A nd c lo s e  to  m id n ig h t  w a s  no  t im e  to  c a l l  S p e a k e r  M c C o r m a c k .


