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I t  w a s  a  g r e a t ,  r o a r in g  d ay  c o v e r in g  th r e e  S ta te s .  I t  i s  h a r d  to  

d e s c r ib e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a  m o n ta g e  o f f a c e s ,  a  ch an g in g  k a le id o s c o p e  of 

a c t i v i t i e s .  A nd b y  1:00 a . m .  w h en  i t  i s  a l l  o v e r ,  he  w a s  so  w e a ry  th a t  

e v e ry th in g  h a s  so m eh o w  m e l te d  to g e th e r .

In  th e  m o rn in g  I  w en t w ith  L yndon  to d e d ic a te  th e  the  A M VETS b u ild in g .

■ ■
S p e a k e r  M c C o rm a c k  a n d  I  u n v e ile d  the  b ro n z e  b u s t  of h im  th a t  Jimilu  ^

M a so n  h a d  d o n e , a n d  I saw  h e r  s e a te d  in  th e  f r o n t  ro w .

T h e re  L y n d o n  g a th e r e d  u p  S e n a to r  Y a rb o ro u g h  w ith o u t a n y  p re -p la n n in g  

a n d  o ff h e  w e n t w ith  u s  on A ir  F o r c e  I  w ith  a  d e le g a tio n  th a t in c lu d e d  - -  o r  

d u r in g  the  d a y  p ic k e d  up  - -  G o v e rn o rs  B ra n ig a n  o f In d ian a ̂  K e r n e r  o f  I l l in o is ,  

B r e a th i t t  of K en tu ck y , S e n a to rs  B ay h  a n d  H a r tk e  of In d ia n a , Jo h n  S h e rm a n  

C o o p e r  a n d  a n d  T h u rs to n  M o rto n  of K en tu ck y  a n d  D o u g las  of I l l in o is  a n d  a  

g r e a t  a r r a y  o f C o n g re s s m e n ,

We la n d e d  a t  In d ia n a p o lis  w h e re ,  b e c a u s e  the a i r p o r t  w a s  u n d e r  

c o n s t r u c t io n ,  th e re  w as  n o t su p p o se d  to be a n y  c ro w d . B u t th o u s a n d s  h a d  

g a th e r e d .  A nd th e n  to  dow ntow n In d ia n a p o lis  w h e re  a  c ro w d  e s t im a te d  a t  

4 2 ,0 0 0  f i l le d  a  h u g e  c i r c l e  a n d  p o u re d  o u t in to  th e  s t r e e t s  th a t  in to

i t .  A nd in  the  m id d le , a  g r e a t  d o m in a tin g  m o n u m e n t a t  the  b a s e  of w h ich  

L ynd o n  sp o k e . A s e a  of f a c e s ,  s ig n s  sa y in g  "W e lo v e  L u c i" ,  a  w ed d in g  

b e l l  w i th  "Lu c i  a n d  Pat"  on i t ,  " We a r e  b a c k in g  you on V ie t-N a m " , "W e h av e  a  

d a te  in  '6 8 " ,  a n d  in  the  d is ta n c e  a  a ss s  s ig n , "V an ce  s p e a k s  f o r  u s " ,  a n d  you
V., " '■ .

w o n d e r  j u s t  w h a t th a t  m e a n s .
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We w e n t on  to  the In d ia n a p o lis  A th le t ic  C lub  w h e re  L y ndon  a t te n d e d  

a  s ta g  lu n c h e o n  f o r  so m e  475 m e n  h o s te d  b y  th e  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  n e w sp a p e r  - 

m a g n a t e, M r. P u l l ia m , w hom  S e n a to r  D o u g las  d e s c r ib e s  a s  a  s n a k e - c h a r m e r .  

A n d  th is  i s  one o f th e  an o m alies  of the d ay . L yndon  c o m e s  w ith  th e  e n th u s ia s t ic  

s u p p o r t  a t  the  u rg in g  o f^ th is v e r y  c o n s e rv a t iv e  p u b l i s h e r ,  b r i ngin g  w ith  h im  in  

tow  S e n a to r  Y a rb o ro u g h  of T e x a s  a n d  se e k in g  the r e - e l e c t i o n  of S e n a to r  P a u l  

D o u g la s !  , ' - '■

I  w e n t to  a n o th e r  ro o m  to a  lu n c h e o n  fo r  la d ie s  g iv e n  b y  M r s .  B ra n ig a n  - -  

s w e e t ,  p r e t ty ,  g e n tle  - -  w ho h a d  h e r s e l f  b ro u g h t th e  d e l ic io u s  c o o k ie s  th a t

( w e r e  o u r  d e s se r t .  A la s ,  one n e v e r  g e ts  to  e a t  enough  w h en  one i s  th e  g u e s t  o f
K

.

h o n o r . Y ou c a n  h a r d ly  lo w e r  y o u r  fa c e  c h u r l is h ly  o v e r  y o u r p la te  a n d  gu lp  

w h e n  p e o p le  a r e  c o m in g  u p  e v e r y  s e c o n d  to  sh ak e  h a n d s  o r  to  a s k  f o r  y o u r  

a u to g ra p h  o r  s a y  "d o  you r e m e m b e r  w h e n ? "

L ynd o n  s t r o l l e d  in  a n d  m a d e  the  la d ie s  a  l i t t l e  s p e e c h . M r s .  B ra n ig a n  - 

p r e s e n te d  L u c i w ith  a  lo v e ly  P a u l  R e v e re  bow l f ro m  th e  p eo p le  o f th e  S ta te  of

In d ia n a . A nd  s h e , b l e s s  h e r ,  m a d e  a  c h a rm in g  r e jo in d e r .

A n d  th e n  w e w e re  o ff f o r  F o r t  C a m p b e ll ,  K en tu ck y . On the  w ay , L y ndon
. ' '  i X  V ,

to o k  o ff h is  c lo thes a n d  s le p t  fo r  a b o u t 45 m in u te s ,  ju s t  a t  w ill .

F o r t  C a m p b e l l  w a s  to  m e  the m o s t  m e m o ra b le  s c e n e  of th e  d a y . T h e  

p a p e r s  su m m e d  i t  u p , "A t F o r t  C a m p b e ll , the  P r e s id e n t  o b s e r v e d  so m e  

t r a in in g  ta c t ic s ,  a w a rd e d  m e d a ls  to  22 v e te r a n s  of th e  1 0 1 s t d iv is io n  r e tu r n e d  

f ro m  V ie t-N a m , saw  w e ap o n s  c a p tu r e d  in  V ie t-N a m  a n d  sp o k e  p ro u d ly  a s  

C o m m a n d e r - in - C h ie f .  "
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B u t the th in g s  I r e m e m b e r  - -  th o se  h e l ic o p te r s  co m in g  in  e T tre e - to p  

height)»£ in  l in e s  a s  p r e c i s e  a s  b a l le t  d a n c e r s ,  th e  s w if tn e s s  w ith  w h ich  m e n  

d e b a rk e d  f ro m  th e m , p ic k e d  up  o th e r s  r ig h t  w h e re  th e  b ig  p in k  f l a r e s  h a d  

b e e n  le f t  b u rn in g , a n d  w e re  o ff in  a  s e c o n d . T h is  w a s  a  s im u la te d  a t ta c k .

I t  w a s  th r i l l in g  a n d  f r ig h te n in g , ' a n d  yo u  f e l t  p ro u d  of th e i r  t r a in in g  a n d  th e i r  

s k i l l .  A nd I  r e m e m b e r  the  huge  p a ra c h u te ~ m o d a t»^ ^ r e e n  a n d  b ro w n  a s
^

c a m o u f la g e  in  th e  ju n g le  w h ic h  w a s  u s e d  to  d ro p  m a te r i a l  lik e  a  tru c k A  A nd 

u n d e r  i t  the  p r e s s  w e re  c la t t e r in g  a w ay  w ith  th e i r  ty p e w r i te r s .  A nd a m o n g  

the  2 0 ,0 0 0  o r  so  p e o p le  th a t  w e re  a s s e m b le d  s o m e w h e re , I  r e m e m b e r  a  s ig n  

th a t  SBSBS. s a id ,  " T e l l  W a r r ie  L y n n  H e llo  - I 'm  h e r  A u n t" . A nd I  r e m e m b e r  

th e  s e n s e  o f e m b a r r a s s m e n t  I f e l t  w h en  I  t r i e d  to s p e a k  to  the  w o u n d ed  m e n  

in  w h e e l c h a i r s  . T h e y  h a v e  g iv e n  so  m u c h . I r e m e m b e r  i t  w a s  ra in in g , a n d  

L y n d o n  w a lk e d  in  one  d i r e c t io n  sh ak in g  h a n d s  an d  L u c i in  a n o th e r  a n d  I  a n o th e r .  

A nd  th e n  i t  w a s  t i m e  to  f ly  on . A nd o n ce  m o r e  L y n d o n  to o k  o ff h is  c lo th es a n d  

h a d  a n o th e r  n a p  o f a b o u t 40 m in u te s . T h is  i s  w h a t I w o u ld  c a l l  a  4 - s h i r t

d a y . E a c h  tim e  a f t e r  s p e e c h e s ,  h e  is  w rin g in g  w e t, a n d  a t  l e a s t  fo u r  t im e s  

to d ay  c h a n g e d  s h i r ts.

T h is  t im e  w e w e n t b y  Co n v a ir  to  L a w re n c e v i l le ,  I l l in o is  fo r  a n  a i r p o r t  

r a l l y .  O nce m o r e ,  th o u sa n d s  o f p e o p le  in  th is  h e a r t - l a n d  of A m e r ic a  t h a t 's  

n o t  s u p p o se d  to  b e  o u r  t e r r i t o r y .  O nly  once  d id  I  th in k  I  s aw  a n  u n f r ie n d ly  

s ig n . I  b e l ie v e  i t  h a d  the w o rd s , " P r e s id e n t  G o ld w a te r"  ,

W e d ro v e  a c r o s s  10 m i le s  of lo v e ly  open  c o u n try . T h e y  s a y  i t ' s  b e e n  

d ro u th , b u t the  c o rn  w a s  b e a u ti fu l , the  w h e a t h a d  ju s t  b e e n  h a r v e s te d ,  a n d  th e
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f ie ld s  w e re  a  c r e w - c u t  g o ld  - -  b e a u tifu l , r ic h  fa rm  la n d , c o m fo r ta b le  lo o k in g

h o u s e s .  A t V in c en nnes one of the  h i s to r i c  tow ns in  th e  S ta te , w e w e n t to  th e  ' ' ’

G e o rg e  R o g e r s  C la r k  N a tio n a l H is to r ic a l  P a r k  on the  b a n k s  of the  W ab ash

R iv e r .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c ro w d  o f 40 o r  so  th o u sa n d  p e o p le , a n d  L y ndon  ta lk e d

a b o u t V ie t-N a m, ̂ aam qjt u rg in g  A m e r ic a n s  to  s to p , lo o k , an d  l i s t e n  a s  y ou  h e a r

the  v o ic e s  ta lk in g  a b o u t w h a t 's  w ro n g  w ith  y o u r c o u n try . B u t w h e r e v e r  s p e a k e r s

a n d  c o lu m n is ts  w ho h a v e  b e e n  s i r  c r i t i c a l  of the  w a r ,  he  s a id  he d o u b te d  tha t  '

■ b y ,
m a n y  c o m m e n ta to r s  w o u ld  le c tu r e  th em  a b o u t b o m b in g s  the  N o rth

V ie tn a m e s e  o f h o s p i ta ls  f o r  A m e r ic a n  s e r v ic e m e n  in  South V ie t-N a m . I t  

j u s t  c o u ld  b e , he  a d d ed , th a t the o th e r  s id e  h a s  m ad e  so m e  m is ta k e s  to o .

L u c i w a s  s e a te d  n e x t to  m e  a n d  th e n  S e n a to r  H a r tk e . I  b e g a n  to  n o tic e  

h im . A ll of th e  g u e s ts  on the p la tfo rm  w o u ld  a p p la u d , a n d  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f th e  

c ro w d . T h e re  h e  s a t ,  h i s  h an d s  q u ie t ly  in  h is  la p , h is  fa c e  im p a s s iv e .

F in a l ly ,  I  b e g a n  to  le a n  fo r w a rd  o r  b a c k w a rd  a n d  lo o k e d  s t r a ig h t  a t  h im  ju s t 

to  m a k e  s u r e  th a t  h e  w a s  n e v e r  a p p la u d in g  a n y th in g . A t long  l a s t  a s  the  /

m a s t e r  of c e r e m o n ie s .  G o v e rn o r  B ra n ig a n , c a m e  to  the  en d  o f  the  p r o g r a m , 

h e  r e m e m b e r e d  to  in tro d u c e  h i s  w ife . A nd h e r e  S e n a to r  H a r tk e  b e la te d ly  

a n d  r a th e r  f la b b ily  c la p p e d  h is  h a n d s  tw o o r  th r e e  t im e s .  H is  o n ly  a p p ro v a l  

o f th e  d ay .

O nce m o r e  w e w e re  on the  p la n e  to  L o u is v il le  fo r  an  a i r p o r t  r a l l y .

A n d  th e n  to  J e f f e r s o n v i l le ,  In d ia n a  b y  a  m o to rc a d e  to  p r e s e n t  a  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  

a w a r d  to  the  P o s t  O ff ic e , B y  th is  tim e  w e w e re  a n  h o u r  l a te ,  a n d  i t  w as  p a s t

MEMORANDUM
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9 :0 0 .  T h e y  s t e e r e d  m e  a ro u n d  the  P o s t  O ffice  so  th a t th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs

c o u ld  g e t p ic tu r e s  of u s  a d m ir in g  the  s h ru b s  a n d  o rn a m e n ta l  t r e e s ,  

so  s w e e t a b o u t w a n tin g  to p o in t up  a n y th in g  u s e fu l  I 'v e  d o n e . A nd h e r e  on 

h is  n in th  s p e e c h  of the d a y , he  th re w  the  te x t  a s id e  a n d  la u n c h e d  in to  h is  

b e s t  c a m p a ig n in g  s ty le .  I  f e l t  th a t  b o n d  b u ild  up b e tw e e n  h im  a n d  h is  

a u d ie n c e  s a t  though  th e y  h a d  b e e n  w a itin g  fo r  h im  p ro b a b ly  two h o u r s  a n d  i t  

w a s  c lo s e  to  10:00 a n d  he ta lk e d  fo r  30 m in u te s .  T h e y  lo v e d  i t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a  

th r i l l in g  en d  to  the  day .

, ti ^
H e m  q u o te d  Jo h n  S te in b e c k  a b o u t Th e y  w an t u s  to s to p  b o m b in g  b u t th e y  , 

a r e  o n ly  ta lk in g  a b o u t h a lf  a  w a r .  I w a n t to  ta lk  a b o u t the w ho le  w a r .  T h e y  

c h e e r e d  the  m o s t  w hen  he  s a id , " I t  m a y  be o ld  fa sh io n e d , b u t I  s t i l l  b e lie v e  

th a t  m y  c o u n try  d o e s  m o s t  th in g s  r i g h t . "

A m o u rn fu l fo g - h o rn  so u n d ed  f ro m  the  O hio R iv e r  a s  L y n d o n  sh o u ted

J U  I ' :  -T
h is  g o s p e l  - -  to  u s e  M r. S h a y s ' p h r a s e  - -  a n d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  th e y

—
a p p la u d e d  a n d  u r g e d  h im  on.

F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  in  a  lo n g  tim e  I  w ro te  ou t one of m y  l i t t l e  n o te s ,

" G r e a t  s p e e c h  - b u t t im e  to  s to p " . A nd ju s t  th en  a n d  a t  the  r ig h t  t im e ,  h e  d id . 

A nd  w e m o to r c a d e d  b ack  to  L o u is v il le  a n d  the  p la n e . T h is  t im e  I  d id  n o t s to p  

to  sh ak e  h a n d s  a n y m o r e .  A lw ay s the  r e s t  of the day , L u c i in  one d i r e c t io n  

a n d  I in  a n o th e r .  We h a d  u s e d  e v e r y  m o m e n t w ith  the  c r o w d s /  a t  the  a i r p o r t .  

" T h a n k  you f o r  co m in g  ou t to  m e e t  u s ." "Y ou s u re  h a v e  g o t b e a u ti fu l  f a rm  

-  ̂ la n d  h e r e ." "S o m eb o d y  a s  l i t t l e  a s  you h ad  b e t t e r  be  c a r e f u l  in  th is  c ro w d " .
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THE W HITE HOUSE

T o  a  la d y  on c r u tc h e s :  "Y ou s u re  a r e  b ra v e  to  t r y  th is ."  To one of the 

th o u s a n d s  ta k in g  p ic tu r e s :  " I  do th a t m y s e l f .  I t 's  h a r d  to  g e t th em  w hen  y o u r 

t a r g e t  k e e p s  on  m o v in g ." .j

A n d  w h a t do th ey  s a y ?  "W e a r e  p ra y in g  fo r  you ."  " T e l l  y o u r  h u sb a n d  

w e b e l ie v e  in  h im ." " I 'm  f r o m  T e x a s . " "W e a r e  k in fo lk  o f M ike M a n a to s ," 

o r  L e o n a r d  D ryear o r  so m eb o d y  w ho w o rk s  f o r  u s .  A nd  a l l  th e  m il l io n s  of 

l i t t l e  t ie s  th a t  b in d  a  m a n  in  p u b lic  life  w ith  the  p e o p le  h e  t r i e s  to  s e r v e .

O ne m ig h t  s a y  i t ' s  a  sh a llo w  m e a n in g le s s  e x p e r ie n c e .  T o  m e  i t  is
9

c u r io u s ly  e la t in g , a n d  I g u e s s  i t / a s  s im p le  a s  th is ;  If th e y  lik e  m e ,  I l ik e  

th e m  a n d  w a n t to  show  i t .

T h e n  w e w e re  b a c k  in  the  p la n e  fo r  th e  l a s t  t im e , a n d  v e r y  w e a ry .

T im e  to  s e t t le  dow n o v e r  d r in k s  a n d  tr a d e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f the  d a y  - -  the  

a s s e m b le d  S e n a to rs  a n d  C o n g re s s m e n  - -  th o u g h ts  th a t  s u r f a c e d  to  m e  - -  a  

c h a r m in g  g ro u p  of l i t t l e  H e a d S ta r t  c h i ld re n  a l l  c le a n  a n d  s t a r c h e d  a n d  b ig -e y e d  

in  f r o n t  o f the  A th le tic  C lu b  in  In d ia n a p o lis  w ith  th e i r

T e a c h e r ,  M is s  T h o m p so n , to  p r e s e n t  m e  w ith  f lo w e r s ,  I  k n e e le d  in  o r d e r  

to  b e  th e i r  h e ig h t ]|l to  a c c e p t  th em  - -  the  f lo w e rs  - -  a n d  to  a s k  e a c h  o f th em  

q u e s t io n s  a b o u t w h a t th e y  d id  a t  H e a d S ta r t .  I  h a d  h e a r d  th ey  h a d  v i s i t e d  the  

zo o  a n d  th e  l i b r a r y  a n d  a  f a r m .  W hat d id  th ey  lik e  b e s t ?  A nd th e n  a  funny  

s ig n  th a t  a  l i t t l e  b o y  k e p t on  c a r r y in g  u n t i l  w e f in a l ly  s to p p ed  to  m e e t  h im .

I t  s a id , " I  h a v e  a  p ic tu re  of you m a d e  by  a  ty p e w r i te r ."
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A nd th en  h i l a r io u s ly  S e n a to r  Y a rb o ro u g h  w ith  h is  p a n ts  le g s  s p l i t  

f r o m  m id - th ig h  to  b e lo w  th e  k n ee  a n d  r a t h e r  c lu m s i ly  s e w e d  to g e th e r  b y  

h i m s e l f  w ith  n e e d le  a n d  th r e a d  th a t  he  h a d  b o r ro w e d  b y  ju s t  g o in g  up  to  a  

p o rc h  fu l l  o f fo lk s  l i s te n in g  to  one o f L y n d o n 's  s p e e c h e s  a n d  a s k in g  the  la d y  

of the  h o u se  i f  sh e  c o u ld  h e lp  h im  in  h is  p re d ic a m e n t!

We a l l  f e l t  r a t h e r  e x c i te d ,  an d  I  v e r y  s a t i s f ie d  a n d  v e r y  p ro u d  of 

L y n d o n . B u t i t  w a s  o n ly  th e n  th a t  I h e a r d  w h a t I b e l ie v e  w a s  th e  m o s t  

im p o r ta n t  s p e e c h  o f  the  d a y ^ ' ’f h e  one th a t  he  h a d  m a d e  a t  the  s ta g  lu n c h e o r /  

w h en  I saw  th e  p a p e r s  a n d  a s k e d  h im  a b o u t it.  He s a id  Riots  m u s t  s to p .

O u r c o u n try  c a n n o t ab id e  c iv i l  v io le n c e . Such r i o t s s t a r t  a ^ c h a in - r e a c t io n  

th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f w h ich  f a l ls  m o s t  h e a v ily  on th o s e  w ho b e g in  th e m . T h e  

r i o t s  in  th e  s t r e e t s  do  n o t b r in g  a b o u t la s t in g  r e f o r m s .  T h e y  t e a r  •to 'the  v e r y  

f a b r i c  of th e  c o m m u n ity . T h e y  s e t  n e ig h b o r  a g a in s t  n e ig h b o r  a n d  c r e a te  

w a l ls  of m i s t r u s t  a n d  f e a r  b e tw e e n  th e m . T h e y  m a k e  r e f o r m  m o r e  d if f ic u l t  

b y  tu rn in g  a w ay  the  v e r y  p eo p le  w ho c a n  a n d  m u s t  s u p p o r t  r e f o r m .   H igh  t im e  

h e  s a id  i t  - -  v e r y  s t ro n g  a n d  v e r y  n e e d e d . I t  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t ,  v a r i e d  d ay . 

A nd  th is  to  m e  a d d e d  the  f in a l  in g re d ie n t .

I t  w a s  1 :00 w h en  we r e a c h e d  the W hite H o u se . A nd  L u c i, w ho  h a s  b e e n  

so  s le e p le s s  la te ly ,  lo o k e d  v e r y  w e a ry . B ut w e w e re  a l l  on  th a t  s o r t  o f  p e a k  

o f e x c i te m e n t  w h ic h  m a d e  s le e p  h a r d  to  A nd i t  w as  2 :00  w h en  I  f e l l  to  

s le e p ^  fe e lin g  in f in i te ly  p ro u d  o f L y n d o n  - -  o f h is  s p i r i t  a n d  h is  s t r e n g th  

a n d  h is  d e te r m in a t io n  a g a in s t  the  odds th a t  fa c e  h im .
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