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It was a gr'eat, roaring day covering'tﬁree States'.i It»is hard .té
deé(:‘ribe_ it be'cafﬁse it’ is_ a mpnté.g.ek of faces,- é. changlng kaleidpsc§pe of_
actiVities; : An;'l_b}r.AI:OOVa.m. Whven:it is a.llj ;);féf, he was SO weary that
.e\}erything i@.s‘ s(o‘r‘ri eh;)w-ri.aéited togéther. |
- In the morping 1 'werit" v;r»i‘th Lﬁdon to 'debdi..c_:a.;e‘ the v.th'e AMVET S bﬁilaihg; |
-Smpéake‘r‘ M"'c06r1.‘na’,:c.k a’,nd”I unveiléd the bronze busi;‘ qf hi.r'n' that &ﬁzﬂ |

Mason had done, and I saw her seated in the front row.

-There Lyndon gathered up Senator Yarborough without any pre-plannihg o

" and off he went with us on Air Force I with a delega',ti’on that included -- or

during the day picked ﬁp -.--kGVéNe rnors B:fé.nigaii of Indiang, Kerﬁex{ of Illinois,

Breathitt of Kentucky; Senators Bayh and Hartke of Indiana, John Sherman

- Cooper and and Thruston Morton of Kentucky and Douglas of Illinois and a.

great array of Congressmen.
. We landed at Indianapolis where, because the airpbrt was under
construction, there was not supposed to be any crowd. But thousands had

gathered. And then to downtown Indianapolis where a crowd estimated at

~ 42,000 filled a huge circle and poured out into the streets that raided into

it. And in the middle, a gréat domhatigg'monument at the base of which .
Lyndb’n spoke. A sea of faces, signs séying 5‘We' love Luci”‘,-a-.wved..ding

bell with™.uci and Pat'on it, "We are backing'you on Viet-Nam!, "We 'ha.ve a

‘date in '68", and in the distance a ==xx sign, '""Vance speaks for us't, afxd yob. :

wonder just what that means.
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‘when people are coming up every second to shake hands or to ask for your .

‘autograph or say "do you remember when ?"

N preéented Luci with a 1ove1y.‘ Pai;l Revere bowl frd_m the .people of the State of _.

' papers summed it up, ""At Fort Cam'pbell, the President observed some
training tactics, awarded medals to 22 veterans of the 101st '.divisibr} returned

- from Viet-Nam, saw weapons captured in ‘Vie't-Nar'n and spoke proudl'y.as‘v
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‘We went on to the Indianapolis Athletic Club where Lyndon attended

. a stag IunCheqn for some 475 men hosted .By the very cbnservative newspaper <

~ magnet, Mr, Pulliam, .wf;om Senator Douglas describes a'.s_'a'snake-c;ha.rmér. |

And this is one of thé anomalys of the day. Lyndon cofnes with the enthus.ia.'stic ‘
suppor} at the urging ofAthis very conservative publisher, brir%ng with him in

tow Senator Yarborough of Texas and seeking the re-election of Senator Paul

I

Douglas. S ' L S E o S o 3

.. Iwent to another room to a luncheon for ladies given by Mrs. Branigan --

sweet, "pretty, gentle -~ who had herself brp\ight'the delicious cookies that -

were our desiert. Alas, one never gets to eat enough when one is the guest of

honor. You can hardly lower your face churlishly over your plate and gulp |

Lyndoh strolled in and made the ladies a little speech. Mrs. Branigan

Indiana, " And she, bless her, made a charming fejoindér."
And then we Wereioff/ or Fort Campbell, Kentucky. On the way, Lyndon --
took off his clotfs and slept for about 45 minutes, just by will,

Fort Cam bbéll was to‘mé the most memorable scene of the day.  The

Com ma.nder}in-ChiefQ "
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But the things I remember -- those helicopters coming in Q/tree-top |

heightf in lines as precise as ballet dancers‘, the swiftness- with which men

deba.rked from them," p1cked up others rlght where the b1g pmk ﬂares had

" been left burnmg, a.nd were off 1n a- second Thls was a S1mulated attack
It was thnllmg and frlghtenmg, and you felt proud of the1r trammg and thelr

| sk:.ll And I remember the huge parachute m-eée-]od green and brown as - - -

camouflage in the jungle which was used to drop maten;l 11ke a trucEJJAnd d-wr

R

under it the pre.s-s' were clattermg away w1th thelr typewnters. And among

the 20, 000 or so people that were assembled somewhere, 1 remember-a sign

that m’said‘, "Tell Warrie Lynn Hello - I'm her Aunt'', " And I remember

‘the sense of embarras sment I felt when I tried to speak to the wounded men

in wheel chairs. They have given so much. I remember it was raining, and

Lyndon walked in one’ direction shaking hands and Luci in another and I another.

* And then it was time to fly on. And once more Lyndon took off hie cloth“é' and

hao another nap of about 40 minutes. Th1s is what I would call a sowmsd 4- sh1rt

day. Each time after speeches, he is wrmgmg wet, and at 1east four tlmes

: today changed shn‘tg

This time we went by convair to Lawrenceville, Illinois for an airport -

rally. Once more, thousands of people in this heart-land of Ame_rica that's

not suppOSed'to'be' our territobry. Only once d1d I think'I'saw an unfriendly

sign. I believe it had the words, '"President Goldwater' .

We drov_e across 10 miles of lovely opeh country. They say it's been

.drouth, bitt the corn was b‘eautiful,' the wheat had just been‘ ha;rve’stecl, ‘and the
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- George Rogers Clark Natibna.l Historical Park on the banks of the Wabash

.fields were a crew-cut gvold '-'-'v- beautiful, rich farm land," cor_nfortable. looking -

houses, At Vincen®, one of the historic towns in the State, we went to the‘"""_‘ .

River. There was a crowd of 40 or so thousand people, and Lyziddn"ta.lkéd _

about Viet-NamJWﬁrging Americans to stop, look, ‘and listen as you.'heét_r

PR o

the voices talking about what's wi-ong with your country. But wherever speakers

and columnists who have been mix critical of the war, he said he doubted that

many c‘c‘n“nr'nentatdrhs would lecture them about bombings & the North

Vietnamese of hospitals for American servicemen in Soqth Viet-Nam. It

just could be, he added, that the other side has made sofne'mistakes 'too.

Luci was. seated next to me and then Senator Hartke. I began to notice

(‘l"v"r.""‘.‘v -t

him. All of the guests on the pla.tfqrm' would a.pplé.ud, and a great part of the -

crowd. 'Th_eré he 'sat, his hands quietly in his lap, his face impassive.

Finally, Ibegan to lean forward or backward and looked stréight at him just™

to m aké sure that he :was never applauding ahything. At long last as ‘the B

: ma.ster of ceremomes, Governor Bramgan, came to the end of the program,

' he remembered to mtroduce h1s w1fe. And here Senator Hartke belatedly

and rather ﬂabb1ly clapped h1s hands two or three nmes. " His only approval

of the day.

Once m ore we were on the plane to Louisville for an airport rally.

'And then to Jeffersonville, Indiana by a motorcade to present a beautification

award to the Post Office, By this time we were an hour la;fe'; and it was past




could get pictlirés of us admiring the shrubs and ornamental trees.
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9:00. The;r 'steered. me around. the Postfﬁge 50 thé.t the photographers '
| Lo
éo swé'e.t abéut wax_lting‘ té point up'ahything iiseful i've done. Anci here oxfx »
his ninih sp_eech of the da.y., he thréw ;he texi as;ide v.and la‘vunched into hi‘s“ .
best gatnpaigﬁirﬁ_g -bsv_ty_le',, I fleltl that bond build up befweeﬁ .'him and his
.audience{m .thqugh they had beenmwaiting for hiﬁ .pr.obably two hours and it
was cloée to 10:00 and he ta.lke.d for 30 mmutes Th;yloved 1t, a‘ndi it wa.sli a o
thr1111ng é_n;i to t}‘xe da;. |
o m cuoted Joho tsisbeck sboul oy want us (0 siop bormbing but ey
R . . , ,

 are orily 'té.lkihg about half a war. Iwant to talk about the whole war. ‘The'yﬂg

~ cheered the most when hé said, "It may be old fashioned,' but I still believe e

that my country does most things right." s

' A mournful fog-horn sounded from the Ohio River as Lyndor_xﬂshouted

out his gospel -- to use Mr. Sh‘ays' hrase -~ and over and over they

applaﬁ.ded and ufged him on, B

For the first time in a long time I wrote out one of my little noies;

- MGreat speech - but time to stop''. And just then‘ énd a;i:'the ‘iight tixhé; he d1d. .

B And we m otorcaded back to Louisville and the plane. This time I did ‘not'. stop

to shake hands any more. Always the rest of the day, Luci in one direction _

and I in another. We had used every moment with the crowdsf at the airport.

"Thank you for coming out to meet us," "You sure have got beautifu'i farm

land here." '"Somebody as little as you had better be careful in this crowd'. . |

T e
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or Leonard Dryer or somebody who works for us. And all the m1111ons of
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‘them and want to_' show it.

~in front of (:he et
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To a lady on crutches: "You sure are brave to try'this. ''"  To one of the

thousands taking pictures: "I do that myself. ‘It's hard to get them when your.

. i .
target» keeps on moving. "

And what do they say? "We are praymg for you. n “Tell your husband a

we beheve in hnn. " ”I‘m from Texas L "We are kmfolk of M1ke Manatos, "

little ties that b1nd a man in pubhc 11fe w1th the peopie he tries to serve,
One mlght say it's a shallow meanmgless expenence. ‘.To me it is

. . 'y
cunously elat1ng, and I guess 1t/as sunple as th1s" If they 11ke me, I 11ke o

‘Then we ‘were back in the pl'a‘r{e‘ fofdt‘he‘?lla‘sttime, and very weary. ‘v. ,
Time to settle down over drinks and trade experiences of the day -~ the

assembled Senatofs and Congressmen -- thoughts that surfaced to me -- a -

charm mg group of httle HeadStart ch11dren all clean and starched and b1g eyed

¢ Athletic Club in Inchanapohs with thelr

Teacher; Miss Thompsou, to present me 'w1th ﬂowers. I kneeled in order' -

‘to be the1r hexghﬂ,ﬂ to accept them - the ﬂowers -- and to ask each of them -

. quesuons about What they did at HeadStart I had heard they had v131ted the

zoo and the hbrary and a farm, What did they like best‘? And then a funny -

sign that a little Aboy, kept on carrying until we finally stopped to meet him.

It said, "I have a picture of yoo. made by a typewriter, !
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- Lyndon. But it was only then that I heard what I believe was the most o |
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And then hllarlously Senator Yarborough with his pants 1egs spht

from mid- th1gh to below the knee and rather clumsﬂy sewed together by

. him ,self with needle ‘and thread that' he.had borrowed by just going up toa

porch full of folks- l1stemng to one of Lyndon s speeches and asking the lady
of the house 1f she could help him in h1s predmament.

We a11 felt ra}thexj _excj.ﬂ;e‘d, ,a,n,d,,l very satisfied and wrel;y proud of |

1mporta.nt speech of the day._—/’*/e one that he had made at the stag luncheonl
when I saw the papers and asked him about em ﬁe sa.1d, iots mest stpp. ,

Our country cannot; a.b1de C1v1‘1ﬁ.\f1cv>lenc':_e‘,’h Such riots .staft,»a;chain-ieaction.

;he -c‘e‘nseque’nces of which‘fa.lle,fno'st heavily en those who begin thefh. " The |

riots in the streets do not bring about lasting reforms. They tear te-the very

fabric of the community, | They set neighbor e.gainst neighbor and create

‘walls of mistrust and fear between them. They make reform morediffic‘ult § S

v

‘by turning away the very peoplé who can and must support reform. ' High time

he said it -- very strong and very needed. It has been a greet, vafied day.

And th1s to me a.dded the final 1ngredleut.

It was 1: 00 when we reached the White House, And‘ Luci, who has been '

s0 sleepless lately, looked very ‘weary'. But we were all on tha.i: sort of peak‘
of excitement which made sleep hard td%‘n’d 1t was 2: OO when I fell to
sleep7 feehng mfmltely proud of Lyndon -- of his sp1r1t and his strength

and his determ1nat1on against the odds that face him,
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