
MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE

(

(
V

W A & H I N O T O M

W ednesday , Ju ly  27, 1966 P ag e  1

Only 10 days u n til  L u c i 's  w edding. No m a t te r  if  he goes to s le e p  a t  

2 :00 , Lyndon w akes up e v e ry  m o rn in g  a  l i t t le  p a s t  7 :00 . A nd I  s ta g g e r  ou t 

to m y  room  and  so m e tim e s  f a l l  a s le e p  a g a in  a s  I did th is  tim e , d e lic io u s ly , 

u n ti l  5 m in u te s  to 10:00.

I  c a lle d  W a rre n  im m e d ia te ly . We h ad  a. v e ry  s e r io u s  b u s in e s s  d a te .

He jo in ed  m e a  l i t t le  p a s t  10:00 in  the Q u een s ' S itting  R oom . T h e re  w as Bob 

K o h le r . We ta lk ed  fo r about an  h o u r on L u c i’s p lan s  fo r  h e r  honeym oon.

W oody had  b ro u g h t an  e n o rm o u s  book of a i r l in e  sc h e d u le s  - -  b ig  enough 

to be g lo b a l. A nd in  the end a f te r  m uch  ta lk , we a sk e d  h im  to  m ake four 

r e s e r v a t io n s  - -  L u c i, P a t ,  two S e c re t  S e rv ice  m e n  - - fro m  New Y o rk  Sunday 

m o rn in g , A ugust 7 th , on P a n  A m e ric a n  fo r  N assau . A lthough I k eep  on #  . 

ta lk in g  ab o u t i t  in  f ro n t  of h im  and even  the S e c re t S erv ice  a s  the  d e s tin a tio n , 

I  have n o t even  to ld  H elen  w h ere  th a t s u itc a s e  she is  pack ing  i s  going.

W oody w ill pay  c a s h  and  r e s e r v e  them  in  the nam e of som e f ic ti t io u s  

p e r s o n  I  do no t even  know. And Bob K ohler w ill p ick  them  up fro m  h im . .

T h e n  W oody le f t ,  and  Bob K o h ler and  I ta lk ed  a  l i t t le  lo n g e r  w ith  L u c i 

p r e s e n t  ab o u t the a c tu a l |  d e p a r tu re .  He fa v o rs  the tunnel th a t le a d s  in to  the 

T re a s u ry  ans says to av o id  u s in g  s u itc a s e s  th a t have h e r  in i t ia ls  on th em . We ta lk e d  

ab o u t ju s t  tap ing  o v e r  the in t ia ls .  B ut we ended b y  decid ing  to  b o rro w  Bob 

K o h le r 's  w ife 's  s u i tc a s e s .  W hat a  jo in t honeym oon th is  i s  going to b e .

A nd th en  I  h a d  a  m u ltitu d e  o f phones c a l ls  to  m a k e .  R u s ty  Young, ab o u t 
fo r

the f lo w e rs , /the S h rine  and  fo r  the W hite H ouse. He is  w ritin g  m e up a  long
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c h a r t  an d  w ill b r in g  them  o v e r l a t e r  in  the day . Mary Katina --  abou t m e a ls

fo r  a l l  the house  g u es ts  beg inn ing  th is  w eekend  and  ex tend ing  to the w eekend  

of the  w edding  - -  so m eth in g  co ld  in  a bu ffe t fo r  the n igh t of A ugust 6 th  b e c a u se  

n o t a l l  the g u e s ts  w ill s im p ly  m e lt  aw ay to a  honeym oon. And a s  th o se  h o u r -  

long  p r o g ra m s  b eg in , a t  7:00 and  7 :30, som e of u s  w ill w an t to ^ f d ^ r o u n d  w ith  

a  g la s s  a n d  a  p la te  and  w atch  the day^ p ro b ab ly  m o re  a c c u ra te ly  thaln we h av e  

l iv e d  th ro u g h  i t .  And m o s tly  to M ary  ab o u t a l l  the m enu  fo r  the w edding b u ffe t 

w h ich  w e had  gone o v er so c a re fu lly  on the T ru m a n  B alcony . We decided. to 

h av e  the s te a m sh ip  r o un ds - -  no th ing  eq u a ls  i t  to m e . To C h r is t in e  S tu g a rd
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on so m e  lo n g -n e g le c te d  o ffice  b u s in e s s .  1 s h a ll  beg in  hav ing  s ta ff  m e e tin g s  ’ ’ ' 
b e in g  31

a n d  mo r e  a  p a r t  of m y  own office in  S ep tem b er. A nd to a t  le a s t  th re e  

s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  w hom  I have s ta sh e d  out to take c a re  of v i s i to r s  f ro m  T e x a s  

o r  New Y o rk  who w ill  no t know m any  of the o th e r g u e s ts  and  whom  I  e s p e c ia l ly  

^ a n t  to hav e  a  happy  t im e . Sow m any  th re a d s  go in to  the fa b r ic  of a  p a r ty , 

an d  m o re  by f a r  in to  th is  one than  any  I have e v e r  known. Though tru ly  the 

g r e a te s t  r e s p o n s ib il i ty , the  m o s t ex ecu tiv e  m an ag em en t and  p lann ing  and  

im a g in a tio n , i s  b e in g  done by B e s s ,  a lthough  u ltim a te ly  m u ch  len d s  on m y  

d e sk  fo r  d e c is io n s .

T h en  I g a th e re d  up W illie  D ay and  A shton , and  we w ent to  the luncheon  

givei»by two of L u c i’s b r id e s m a id s  - -  K a th leen  C a r te r  and  C h a rlo tte  Sizoo - -  f o r
, e

L u c i a t  the W ashing ton  Club - -  th a t g re a t  r e l ic  of bygone d ay s , hom e of Cis s y  

P a t te r s o n ,  s ite  o f m an y  g la m o ro u s  W ashington g a th e r in g s  in  the f i r s t  q u a r te r  

of th is  c e n tu ry .
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T o  see  in  a  p r iv a te  h o m e, a  b a llro o m  w ith  a b a lco n y  fo r  the o r c h e s t r a  

is  a lm o s t  a s  b iz a r r e  a s  se e in g  a  p ach y d erm  lu m b erin g  down the s t r e e t .  I t  

m a k e s  a n  e le g a n t c lub . And i t  w as a  d e lig h tfu l g a th e rin g  of b r id e s m a id s ,  

m o th e r s ,  W hite H ouse s ta f f  f r ie n d s ,  sch o o l f r ie n d s .  L u c i 's  f r ie n d s h ip s  a r e  

n o t re g im e n te d  b y  b o u n d a rie s  of age  o r  belong ing  to any^set w h a tso e v e r .

y _ .T h e re  w as a  cham pagne to a s t  by  C h a rlo tte . A nd the n ic e s t  m o m en t w as 

the p re s e n ta t io n  of a  l i t t le  w hite  le a th e r -b o u n d  book fu ll of l i t t le  c a rd s  on w hich  

e a c h  g u e s t h ad  been  a sk e d  on h e r  a r r i v a l  to w r ite  a  w ish  o r  taodx to a s t  fo r  L u c i.

M o st of them  w e re  sw ee t and  s e n tim e n ta l. B ut B e tty  B e a le 's  w as funny:

" R o se s^ a re  red,,.,v io le t s  a r e  b lu e , h u r ry  on to A ustin , b r in g  y o u r w a rd ro b e  

_ to o " . She and  L u c i o ften  b o rro w  each  o th e r ’s c lo th es .

T he day  w as fu ll of b r id e s .  P r e t ty  l i t t le  M elinda V enable  who h ad  b ee n  

th e  June b r id e  of L eR oy B a te s  a t  the N aval A cadem  y - -  L u c i u s e d  to  d a te  h im  - -  

P a ts y  D erby , who is  going to be m a r r ie d  ju s t  two w eeks l a t e r ,  and  K a th le e n  |

C a r te r ,  who i s  going to be  m a r r ie d  in  A ustin  on A ugust 20th.

B ack  a t  the  W hite H ouse L ynda w as c a llin g  m e . She sounded happy . She 

gave m e  a  d e s c r ip t io n  of l ife  a t  J o e 's  ho m e - -  they  ro d e  in  a  su rrey  w ith  a  f r in g e

o n  top  - -  they  la y  sai b e s id e  the sw im m in g  pool and  p lay ed  b r id g e . She sounded 

lik e  she  lo v ed  i t .  T h ey  w e re  r ig h t in  the m id s t of a  52 ,000  a c r e  ran ch , she 

s a id .

M a ry  D av is h ad  c a lle d  A sh ton  - -  h e a r t  b ro k e n  - -  b e c a u se  the new  c ro p  

of c o rn  w as ju s t  going to be com ing  in  on A ugust 5th an d  she  d id  so w an t to
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co m e to  W ashington  to L u c i 's  w edding . W hat cou ld  she  do ab o u t the c o rn ?

I phoned J e s s e  a n d  to ld  h im  tp te l l  h e r  th a t i f  she cou ld  m an ag e  th e  t ic k e t  an d  

a  room  no t to w o r ry  abou t the c o rn .

But each  day b r in g s  its  q u o tas  of c r i s e s ,  and  th e re  is  only  one good 

th in g  ab o u t i t  - -  to d a y 's  c r i s e s  b lo ts  out y e s te rd a y 's .  T h is  one, com ing  

ove r  the t ic k e r ,  is  th a t E th io p ia  h a s  s e n t a  w edding p r e s e n t  v a lu ed  a t  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  

to L u c i. I t  is  a  n a tiv e  co s tu m e  w ith  som e gold b ang led  b r a c e le ts  and  e a r r in g s  

I  am  to ld  - -  I h a v e n 't  se e n  i t .

O nly y e s te rd a y , the F o re ig n  Aid b i l l  p a ssec^ b u t w ith  a  v e ry  s iz e a b le  

s la s h  of som e $500 m illio n  o r  so . -How som e of the C o n g re s sm e n  w ould love 

am m u n itio n  lik e  th is  to a rg u e  a g a in s t fo re ig n  a id , b u t w hat w as one to do abou t ' 

i t ?  Of c o u rse  if  you r e c e iv e  a g ift fro m  a  C h ief of S ta te , you a c c e p t i t  and  you 

e x p re s s  y o u r g ra titu d e . E q u a lly  so , you d o n 't announce i t  to the n e w sp a p e rs , 

b u t so m e tim e s  i t  s lip s  out b y  g rap ev in e  on the o th e r  end  of the lin e . And then  

you a r e  fa c e d  w ith  a  d ir e c t  in q u iry  - -  have you re c e iv e d  w h a te v e r  i t  i s  fro m  

w h a te v e r  m o n a rc h ?  I t 's  the m o s t a b so lu te ly  u n p re d ic ta b le  o b s ta c le  c o u r s e .

A nd anybody p lann ing  a  w edding in  the fu tu re  in  the W hite H ouse h ad  b e s t  r e a d  

b e fo re  the d e c is io n  is  m ade  som e of the p ro b le m s  fa ce d  b y  th e ir  p r e d e c e s s o r s . .

I  ta lk ed  to H elen  on p ack ing  fo r  L u c i. J u s t  one s m a ll  s u itc a s e  and  h an g -u p  

bag  w as enough fo r  o v e rn ig h t and  w as to be p la ce d  in  the b a c k  of a  c a r  - -  m aybe 

F r id a y  a f te rn o o n  - -  and  a l l  the r e s t  to be p ack ed  in  M rs . K o h le r 's  s u itc a s e s  

an d  to  be d isp a tc h e d  by the advance  A gent w h en ev er he goes down.
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Lyndon w as tak ing  the A m b a ssa d o rs  on the b o a t. So I had  an  evening  

w ith  L u c i and  B e tty . W e had  d in n e r  oh the T ru m a n  B alcony  - -  f i r s t  b y  the 

tw ilig h t and  the h a lf  m oon, and  then by  can d le  lig h t. And then  B e tty , w ith  

g r e a t  in s ig h t, ex cu sed  h e r s e l f ,  a n d  I  ta lk ed  w ith  L uc i u n til  10:00 - -  p h ilo so p h e r, 

a n a ly s t,  r e a l  lo v e r  of the w o rld  and  of peo p le . How I  am  going to  m is s  her.^

She ta lk e d  abou t the s tr in g s  th a t b ind  h e r  in  h e r  life  a s  the P r e s id e n t 's  “ ■ 

d a u g h te r . "I c ra v e  to go to E u ro p e . I w ould love to go. B ut I w ould no t love 

the c r i t ic is m  i t  c a u s e s .  And I love to go p a d d le -b o a tin g . A nd nobody m in d s  

if  I  go p a d d le -b o a tin g . So I go p a d d le -b o a tin g . "

H er th e s is  w as  th a t she g e ts  g re a t  joy fro m  the s im p le  th ings th a t  nobody 

c a n  take  aw ay  fro m  h e r .  P lay in g  w ith  the p u p p ies , m ak ing  f r ie d  ch ic k e n ^ p o ta to  

s a la d  p icn ic  fo r  h e r  f r ie n d s ,  b a b y -s it t in g  w ith  M adilyn Mono ta r o s ' l i t t le  

tw o -y e a r  o ld  w h ile  M adilyn  h as  the^new baby . T he e s se n c e  of i t  is  th a t L u c i 

lo v e s  l ife .  She does no t f e e l  d e p r i v e d  f r u s t r a te d  b e ca u se  of the th in g s  she

c a n 't  do a s  the P r e s id e n t 's  d au g h te r . H e r  a b ili ty  to e x p re s s  h e r s e l f  i s  so  good, 

i f  she cou ld  only  com bine i t  w ith  the  d isc ip lin e  of w ritin g  i t  down and  p e rh a p s  

of tak ing  c o u r s e s  .in the U n iv e rs ity  on e n r ic h m e n t of v o ca b u la ry  and  tech n iq u e
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of w r i t i n g   bubbling  , n a tu ra l  ta le n t m ig h t b e a r  r e a l  f ru i t .  B ut p e rh a p s

p a r t  of h e r  c h a rm  is  i ts  v e ry  e f fe rv e sc e n c e  - -  you m ig h t a s  w e ll t r y  to pu t 

m o o n lig h t o r  m is t  in to  a  box^
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