- Kohler's wife's 'suitcases, ‘What a Jomt honeymoon this is going to be.
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Only 10 days until Luci's wedding. No matter if he goes to sleep at

' 2:00, Lyndon wakes up every morning a little past 7:00, And I stagger out

tomy room and sometimes fall asleep again as I did this time, _deliciously,

until 5 minutes to 10:00.

' .1called Warren immediately. We had a very serious business date. N
He joined me a ]v.i’ttl'e past 1000 m the ﬂQoeehe' Sitting Rwoom.v There was Bob

Kohler. We talked for about an hour on Luci's plans for her honeymoon.

Woody had brought an enormous book of airline schedules }--’- big enough‘

to be global. 'And in the end after much talk, we asked him to make four

" Te servatmns ~-~- LuC1, Pat, two Secret Serv1ce men -- from New York Sunday :

' mormng, August 7th, on Pan Amencan for Nassa.u. ' Although I keep onl ."

talklng about 1t in front of him and even the Secret Serv1ce as the de st1nat10n,
I have not even told Helen where that suitca_se she is packing is going. 5

Woody will pay cash and reserve them in the name of some fictitioas

. person I‘do not even know. “And Bob Kohler will plck them up from him. ;

Then Woody left, a.nd Bob Kohler and 1 talked a 11ttle longer W1th Lu<:1

present about the actual' departure. He favors the tunnel tha.t leads 1nto the

g Y

'Treasury,\to avoid usmg sultcases that have her 1n1t1als on them. We talked

about just tapmg over the 1nt1a_ls. But we ended by dec1dmg to borrow Bob

And then I had a multitude of phones calls to make.. Rusty Young, about
for IR o

the flowers, /the Shrme and for the Wh1te Houee ‘He is writing me up a lo_ng o




.
Patilian
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' ' ' ’ : ; Mtwv\_ affnan~
chart and will bnng them over later in the day. I\dam&an about meals :

for all the house guests beginning this weekend and extending to the weekend
of the wedding -~ something cold in a buffet for the night of August 6th because |

not all the guests will simply melt away to a honeymoon. And as those hour-

~

. long programs begin, at 7‘:00 and 7:30, some of us will want to g&{aromd with
~ aglass anda pla.te and ‘watch the day probably more accurately’ than we have

lived through it, And most:ly to Mary about a.ll the menu for the wedding buffet

Wthh we had gone over so carefully on the Truman Balcony. ) We decxded to

‘have the steamship 'rounds - 'nothing equals it to me. : To Christine Stugard

on some long-neglected of£1ce busmess._ I shall begin having staff meetings— " "7 77

b

beingx~ T
andhm%g more a pa.rt: of ‘my own office in September. And to at least three

special friends whom I have stashed out to 'take care of visitors from Texas

or New York who will not know many of the other guests and whom 1 especialiy

“-want to have a happy time. So. many threads go into the fabnc of a party', '

-"and more by far into this one than any I have ever known, 'I‘hough truly the

greatest responsibility, the most executive management and pla.nnihg and .
imagination, is being done by Bess, although \iitimately much lends on my
desk for decisions. -

Then I gathered up Willie Day and Ashton, and we went to the 1ﬁnéheoh :

givesby two of Luci's bridesmaids -- l&athleen. Carter and Charlotte Sizoo -- for

Luci at the Washxngton Club -- that great relic of bngne days, home of Sissy
Patterson, site of ma.ny glamorous Washington gathermgs in the flrst quarter L

of this century.
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' makes an elegant club. And 1t was a dehghtful gathermg of br1desma.1ds,
_ mothers, White House staff fr1ends, school fnends. Luci! s.fr1endsh1ps are

. ’ L ' Vs S .
-not regimented by boundaries of age or belpngmg to anyise_l: whatsoever,

S om top - they layad beside the sw1mm1ng pool and played brldge. She sounded
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To see in a private home, a ballroom with a balcony for the orchestfa’

is al-most as bizarre as seeing a pachyderm lumbering: down the street. It

M. LR s
Vi, BLerSrene ]

o .L_“;‘,‘There;\}vasg a.champagne toast by Charlotte. And the nicest moment was
the presentatibn of a little white leather-bound book full of little cards on which
each guest had been asked on hex é.rriya_,l to Write a wish or'm'; toast for Luci, -

Most of themWere sweet and sentimental. But Betty Beale's was funny:

("Roses are red,, violets are.blue, hurry on to Austin, bring your wardrobe -

too", She and Luci often borrow each other's cloths.

' The day v'va;_ full of brides. Pretty little Melinda V_ehable who had Been_ 5
the June Eride ef LeRof Bates at the Naval Academy - Luci used to &ate‘~ him"--:;
Patsy De;t-by,' who is .go.ixiig-b th be married juet two'wee.ks‘ later, and Katke k/athleeh |
Carter, who is goin'g to‘be x';aeirie& in Austin on Aug'ust. ZOI';h._. _ ) | | :

Back at the Wh1te House Lynda was callmg me.' She sounded Happy. Sﬁe :

: gave me a- descnptmn of life at Joe s home -- they rode m a A W1th a fr1nge .

like she ‘loved it. They were nght in the midst of a 52,000 a_.cre‘»ranch, ‘she
‘said,
: Me.ry Davis had called Ashton. -~ heart broken -- because the new crop

of corn was just going to be coming in on August 5th and she did so want to -

[

i
T
I



o

_over the ticker,.is that Ethiopia has sent a weddihg pi-esenf valued at $ld, 000 -
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come to Washington to Luci's wedding. What could she do about the corn?

I phoned Jesse and told him to tell her that if she could manag_é the ticket and -

a room not to worry about the corn.
~But each day brings its quotas of crises, and there is only one goodv
thing about it -- today's crises blots out yesterday's. This one, coming

 to Luci. Itis a native costume with some gold bangled bracelets and eia.rrings‘

Iam told -- I haven't seen it.

‘Only yesterday, the Foreign Aid bill passed 'bu_t: with a very sizeable

/

slash of some $500 million or so. .How some of the Congréssmen would love -
 ammunition like this to argue against foreign aid, but what was one to do about
it? Of course if you receive a gift from a Chief of State, you accept it and you

' express your gratitude. ) Equally so, you don't announce it to the neWspapers,

but sometimes it slips out by grépevine on the other end of the line. And then
you are faced with a direct inqxiiry' -~ have.you received whatever’it. is from
whatever monarch? It's the most absolutely unpredictable obstacle cour se,

And anybody planning a wedding in the future in the White House had best fead_

"before the decision is made some of the _p‘roblerhs faced by their predecessors..

1 taiked to Helen on packing for Luci. Just one small suitcase and hang-uf; o

Bag was enough for overnight and was to be placed in the back.of a car -- maybe
Friday afternoon -- and all the rest to be packed in Mrs, Kohler's suitcases

and to be dispatched by the advance Agent wheneve':ﬁ"he gdes déwn.
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Lyndon was taldng the -Ambassadore on ,the' boat. So I had an evening‘

with Luci and Betty. We had dmner on the Truman Balcony -- flrst by the T

[ NI

twilight and the ha.lf moon, and then by candle 11ght And ‘then Betty, with '_
great insight, excueed herself, and.I.taflked with Lu‘c_ltuntil 1.(‘):00‘ -- philoeopher,
anelyee, real }o‘ver of the world and of peopie. How Iam going to miss h_e'r.r‘
She talked abouf the istr_ivngs t;ha_.p Bind her. in-her‘life._as: the P‘resiaent's, . o
: ;laoghter. "I crave to go to Europe, I’wou‘ld love to go.. But I would not love A
fixe criticisro it causes. And I love to go paddle-boatmg And nobody mmds o
'1f Igo pa.ddle-boatmg. So I go paddle -boatmg. "
Her thes1s was t:hat she gets great joy 1 frofn the s1mp1e thl-ngs that nobody'
ca.n take awa.y from her. Playmg w1th the pupples, makmg frled ch1cken,,potato :
sala.d picnic for her fmends, baby ~-sitting w1th Madﬂyn Mor@—aros' little
. two-year old whxle Mad11yn has the new baby The essence of it is that LuC1
loves life, She does notg or frueera;ed because of the thi'nfgs_ she
, oan.'t ao as the Pres1dent's daoghfer'. Her ability to evxpress .hex:s;elf i‘s. so 'good,
if she eould onlfr co’mbine it.with tfze di's‘cipyl.i.ne of Writing it down a.nci perhaos o
of takmg courses in tﬁe Umversny on ennchrnent of vocabulary ano techmque ‘
of wr1t1ng} éer bubblmg , na.tural talent xmght bear rea.l fruu:. But perhaps
part of her charm 1s.1ts very effervescence -~ you might as well try to put

;(‘

moonlight or mist into a box.




