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MEMORANDUM

It w a s  one of th o se  days that b eg in s^ feelin g  that Lyndon. h as s lep t  

h a rd ly  a t a l l  the n igh t b e fo r e .

I w en t w ith  B e s s  into the T re a ty  Room  and th ere on the b ig  C abinet 

tab le w e sp rea d  out the ch art o f the Shrine o f the Im m acu late  C on cep tion  - -  

the s e c t io n s  and p ew s m ark ed . We w ork ed  on the sea tin g  for S ection s A and B 

fo r  the m e m b e r s  o f the fa m ily  and th o se  c lo s e s t .  M rs. L indow  ca m e  and  

b rou gh t the th ree  g ifts  that L u c i had ta lk ed  o v er  w ith  m e  B e s s  and L iz  and  

W illie  D ay.

B e s s '  w a s  p e r fec tio n  - -  a l it t le  charm  that sa id , "F or a w edding song  

w ho m ad e m y  w eddin g s in g  - L. J. N. " "W edding son g" is  a code nam e for  B e s s  

w ith  the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e .

L iz 's, a la s ,  did not turn out r igh t. It w as su p p osed  to rea d , " F or  

Im m e d ia te  R e le a s e  - My Thanks to L iz" , her in it ia ls  and the d ate.

W illie  D ay 's  w a s the m o st  d e lig h tfu l of a l l  - - a  l it t le  chipm unk. T hat 

i s  w hat sh e  h as c a lle d  L u ci e v e r  s in c e  she w a s  born . And the en grav in g ,

"To W illie  D ay -  F rom  h e r  Chipm unk -  A ugust 6, 1966".

I a sk e d  A ndre to sta y  and have a b ite  of lunch w ith  m e in  m y  bedroom  

w h ich  w a s m uch in terru p ted  by m e going out to g r e e t  L u c i's  lun ch eon  g u e s ts  - -  

a  p arty  in  honor of the next b r id e , V ick i. A g u e s t l i s t  of 30 co m p o sed  of h er  

fr ie n d s  in  the o ffice  - -  M a rie , Y olanda, M ildred , W illie  D ay, Juan ita . And  

w iv e s  o f s ta ff  m e m b er s  - -  M rs , Jake J a co b sen , the f ir s t  tim e  sh e  h a s  e v e r  

b e e n  to a party  I think w ith  u s , and M ary  M argaret and G era ld in e  W hittington  

w h o  u se d  to be on the sta ff, and A shton and a g rea t m any o f S im on 's fa m ily , 

and som e of h e r  r o o m m a te s .
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It w as a b eau tifu l p arty . I am o v erw h elm ed  a t what th is  s ta f f  can  do. 

R u sh ed  a s  they a r e , they had  produ ced  the m o st  e leg a n t m en u s - -  im a g in a tiv e ly  

w r itte n , in co rp o ra tin g  the n a m es  o f p la c e s  dear to V ick i and S im on.

And then L u ci m ade a g ra ce fu l to a s t w ith  lo v e  and good  w is h e s  to the 

"bridal p a ir  in c lu d in g  the sta tem en t that th is w as the f ir s t  tim e  she had e v e r  

had a p a r ty  u p s ta ir s . T h is  true sta tem en t brought the h ou se  down w ith  la u g h ter . 

And the r e a so n  i s  that d o w n sta irs  h er  Daddy had over  a hundred m en  for a 

s ta g  lu n ch eon  for  P r im e  M in ister  W ilson  of G reat B r ita in . I t’s  h ea v y  gr in d in g  

in  h is  m i l l  today - -  a 3 or  4 hour ta lk  I b e lie v e  w ith  M r, W ilson . And then  

the a ir lin e  s tr ik e  rea ch in g  so m e sta te  of c r i s i s .

I  s ta y ed  ju st for  a few  m in u tes  a t the beginn ing to g r e e t  the g u e s ts  and  

la te r  to h ea r  the to a st. And A ndre and I had a q u iet, p lea sa n t lunch in  b etw een .

. MEMORANDUM

ta lk in g  about ea ch  o th er 's  d a u g h ters, about how s l5 e ^ a d “grow n up. It had b een  

a v e r y  d ifferen t, e x o tic , l ife  - -  quite rem oved  from  m in e - -  E ngland, the 

N eth er la n d s , T u rk ey .

A fter  h is  lu n ch eon  w a s  ov e r  Lyndon cam e u p sta ir s  to ta lk  to L u ci and  

m e  about go ing  to C am p D avid  - -  oh w e lco m e  thought. He sa id  "I ju st w an t to  

take p eop le  that a r e  e a sy . If you g e t in  touch w ith  the W hites and the D e a so n s  

and I 'l l  a s k  V ick i and Sim on - -  and A sh ton , w hy don't you go w ith  u s? . And  

l e t ' s  s e t  7:00 a lthough I think i t  w il l  be la te r .  I've got a date w ith  o r  about the 

a ir l in e  s tr ik e  at 6 :00 . W e'll go w h en ever  w e f in i s h ."

He w a s in  a g rea t m ood .
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T h ere  had b een  som e fo o lish n e s s  in  the paper about him  o rd er in g  

the c u t-a w a y  from  L en tz -L in d e n  i n  San Antonio in  hot h a s te . It w a sn 't tru e .

I w a s  ta lk in g  to L iz  and h e  gave m e an h ila r io u s  s to r y  to te l l  h er  about an  

a l le g e d  c o n v e r s a t io n  iiHK he had had w ith  a r ep o rter  in  reg a rd  to o th er  ite m s  

in  h is  c lo th in g . L iz  r ep o rted  that she w a s gettin g  p re tty  lo u sy  q u estio n s  

h e r s e lf ,  one o f w h ich  w hen a rep o rter  w ho had w o r̂e^ier up about m idnight 

la s t  n ight to in q u ire  - -  how_far,A3»'ay cou ld  you h ear  the b e l ls  in  the c a r il lo n  ,,, 

a t the Shrine w hen th ey  began  to r in g  1 hour b e fo re  L u c i's  w ed d in g?

I w ork ed  a t m y  d e sk  fo r  a w h ile .  7:00 p a ssed . I knew the m e e tin g  w as  

in  p r o g r e s s .  But th ere  w a s no rep o rt o f what to hope fo r .  I took a drink  into  

the Jacq u elin e  K ennedy G arden and sa t under the arb or ad m irin g  the p attern  

and the g ra ce  of the c lu s te r s  of the g r ee n  g r a p e s . It's KSxmcKd m o re  than  

h a lf  w ay  c o v e r e d  the a rb o r  now - -  the grap ev in e h a s . And the z o y s ia  

g r a s s ,  so  g reen  and ta ilo r e d  and c lip p ed  in  th is p arch ed  and d r o u g h t-s tr ic k e n  

c ity . And the b r illia n t  g l oriosa d a is ie s .

And then  I w alk ed  around the ground s. The two new  b u ild in gs

a r is in g  above the le v e l  of the W hite H ouse - -  the sk y lin e  is  changing a r o und  

u s .

A t 8:30 w h en  it  w a s s t i l l  lig h t, I w en t back  in , w ork ed  so m e  m o r e  and  

b e in g  ra v en o u s I  a te  m y  dinner a lo n e . I  c a lle d  Lyndon’s o ff ic e  to s e e  w hat 

the p r o g n o s is  w a s . The w ord  w a s that th ere  m igh t be a b rea k  in  the s tr ik e .  

He m ig h t be on T V  in  a l it t le  w h ile . I w ork ed  w ith  the fe e lin g  o f m ounting  

e x c ite m e n t. T h ey  c a lle d  that he w ould be on TV in  f iv e  m in u te s . I w en t into
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h is  room  w h ere  a l l  the TV s e t s  w e re  on. And th ere^very  ca lm  and d e lib er a te ,  

no d ram a, no ex a lta tio n , flan k ed  by the rep re sen ta tiv e  of in d u stry  and the 

r e p r e se n ta t iv e  of the a ir lin e  m e c h a n ic s  union, he announ ced  that the m ed ia tion  

on the a ir lin e  m ech a n ic  s tr ik e  had b een  s u c c e s s fu l .  A g reem en t w ou ld  be 

rea ch ed  pending a v o te  by the w o r k e rs  on Sunday on the reco m m en d a tio n  o f  

th eir  union le a d e r s .

T h ere  w as a fe e lin g  of high e x c ite m e n t  of the r ich  w ine of s u c c e s s .

B oth  the r e p r e se n ta t iv e  o f in d u stry  and the r ep re sen ta tiv e  of lab or  sp ok e. I fe lt  

that I cou ld  a lm o s t  hear, a s ig h  of e la tio n  go up a ll  o v er  the co untr y . I had fe lt  

fro m  ev ery th in g  I had h eard  Lyndon sa y  that he did not c o n s id e r  th is  a  n a tion a l 

e m e r g e n c y . It w a s not cr ip p lin g  ou&^men in  V ie t-N a m . It w a s not r e a lly  

im p ed in g  the flo w  o f s t e e l  or food  or n e c e s s i t ie s .  But i t  w as a b u rr in  the 

g e n e r a l tem p er  of the cou n try . S ettlin g  it w ould  b rin g  down b lood  p r e s s u r e s ,  

ca lm  fr u s tr a t io n s , m ark up one m o re  s ta r  for the A d m in istra tio n .

In a few  m in u te s , Lyndon ca m e in . WiSBiha When he h a s ju st  w on, 

e x c ite m e n t p ou rs from  h im  and he w ants to do m o re  ajid m o r e . He sa id , "Can  

you get d r e s s e d  in  5 m in u te s . I want to go to the d inner for C arl A lb e r t. "

I cou ld , I w a s  in  m y  peach b rocad e  and he in  a fr e s h  dark su it , and w e  

w e r e  in  the c a r  in  ten  m in u tes  and out to the Sheraton P a rk  w h ere  w e had

sp en t su ch  a  p lea sa n t su m m er in '61 . T h ere  w e re  about 1 ,0 0 0  p eop le  in  the
A'

b ig  b a llr o o m . So the paper sa id , "O klahom a Indians - -  a l l  m en  and g ir ls  

in  gingham ". M ostly  w hat I saw  b e c a u se  fe llo w  m e m b er s  of the H ou se  of

MEMORANDUM
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R e p r e se n ta tiv e s  w ith  H ale B oggs and the Speaker and p r a c t ic a lly  a quorum  

o f the C abin et at the h ead  tab le.

We s ta y ed  2 0 m in u te s .  Lyndon w a s in  g rea t fo r m . He gave C arl h is  

u n fo rg etta b le  due, beginn ing w ith  an a n a ly s is  of how he r e a lly  w a s an in te lle c tu a l,  

a R hod es sc h o la r , a P h . D . , one of the y o u n gest to graduate fro m  c o lle g e  - -  

the c o m p le te ly  unknown sid e  to m e . And on top o f  that he cam e from  

Bug tu s s le ,  O klahom a and n a m e d  la te r  - changed  - to F lo w e r y  M ound.

And a cco rd in g  to Speaker Sam R aybu rn 's ph ilosop h y, a m an from  su ch  a 

p la c e  is  bound to have p r a c t ic a l s e n s e .

L yndon to ld  the O klahom ans of the d e c is io n  to end the s tr ik e , and a 

g r e a t  c h e e r  w en t up a l l  a c r o s s  the ro o m . He ended h ap p ily , "It lo o k s  a s  

though I am  going to  g e t  both  of m y  w is h e s  tonight: to s e t t le  the a ir lin e  s tr ik e  

so  that I cou ld  go to C arl A lb e r t’s d in n er, and then to spend the n igh t at 

C a m p  D avid . ”

Out w e w en t in  a  g rea t f lu r r y . B a ck  a t the W hite H ouse our g u e s ts  

w e r e  seacSan w a itin g  in  the D ip lom atic  R ecep tion  Room  - -  the G o n e lla s , the 

Wh ite s ,  the D e a so n s . And then w e w e re  on the p lane to C am p D avid  w h ere  

Lyndon w o lfed  h is  d in ner at 11:30.

Such is  the lu x u rio u s life  of a P r e s id e n t  - -  the s p ir it  of r e le a s e ,  of 

fr e ed o m , o f one b attle  w on, w a s v e r y  h igh  and ra cy  in  u s , and w e w e r e  a l l  

happy w hen  w e a r r iv e d  at Cam p D avid J ^ ^  mid nig h t.

W e had a n ig h tc a p  in  the liv in g  room , and a ll  d ep arted  to our cab in s  

about 1 :00


