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T he r e s t  of u s  gave no an x io u s  thought to c h u rc h . B ut the C ath o lic  

c o n tin g e n t - -  V ick i and  Sim on an d  P a t w ith  L u c i ru sh in g  to  m ak e  i t  (P a t 

p ro b a b ly  h a s  a  l i f e - t im e  of th a t ah ead  of h im )  - -  w e re  off to a  10:00 M ass 

w h ile  Lyndon an d  I and  B ill  an d  June an d  B ill D eason  and  Je a n n e , John  and  

A sh ton , g a th e re d  in  a slow  and le is u r e ly  fa sh io n  a ro u n d  the b r e a k fa s t  tab le  

in  the b ig  room  th a t looks down in to  the v a lle y  w h ere  one of the g re a t  b a t t le s "  " 

of the C iv il W ar w as fought. Lyndon re a d  out loud to  u s  the New Y o rk  T im e s  

M agazine  s to ry  by som eone none of u s  h ad  e v e r  m e t, who h ad  no t in te rv ie w e d  

a  m e m b e r  of the fa m ily  o r  anybody in our P r e s s  office o r  anyone w e can  

id en tify . . . ...

It is  n o t a s  le th a l  a s  I had  f e a re d  i t  w ould be w hen L iz  h ad  to ld  m e  th a t 

upon re a d in g  the f i r s t  d ra f t  h e r  b lood p r e s s u r e  h ad  r e a c te d  in  a  w ay  th a t

se n t h e r  to D r. T ra v e ll  and  thence to bed  fo r  two d ay s .

   
We so u n d  co u n try , p e rh a p s  like  a  soap  o p e ra  fam ily , uaiU th e  ca lm
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ju d g m en t of B ill  W hite. ŷW as i t  a  s tr a n g e r  re a d in g  i t ,  'Tie '̂^ y o u l^ h in k  i t  w as 

a  p lu s  fo r  the Jo h n so n s .

I  w en t to the bow ling a lle y  w ith  P a t  and  the W hites and  the D easo n s  and  

S im o n  and  V ick i and  the G on ellas  jo in ed  u s . And m y gam e m ad e  up  fo r  

y e s te rd a y 's  aw ful ones - -  133, 110. And th a t s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  fe e lin g  th a t 

c o m es  w ith  be in g  f a i r ly  co m p eten t a t  so m eth in g .

We w e re  d e luged  w ith  new s of the w edding today. A s p re a d  in  the  S ta r  

w ith  a  c o lo r  p ic tu re  of L u c i and  P a t  w alk ing  h a n d -in -h a n d  p a s t  the fo u n ta in .
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One I r e a d  w ith  a  sink ing  h e a rt^ w h e re  B e tty  B ea le  r e p o r te d  th a t  the 

King of M o ro cco  is  send ing  fo u r ca f ta n  en se m b le s  m ad e  to L u c i 's  m e a s u re m e n ts .  

We h a v e n 't  se e n  o r  h e a r d  of th em . B ut i t  w ill  no t m ak e  good re a d in g  fo r  th e  

opponen ts of fo re ig n  a id  in  the C o n g re s s .

A n o th er s to ry  - -  th is  in  P a ra d e  - -  ab o u t L u c i 's  m a il  and  g if ts ,  in e v itab ly

e n title d , "T h e y  Love L u c i” . It w a s l^ x a ^ e r^ fe a U ^ c h a rm in g . " F ro m  P un jab  

Ind ia  to E d en , T e x as  the p la in  p eo p le  of  the w o rld  have d e luged  L u c i w ith  

so n g s , p o em s, r e c ip e s ,  ad v ice  and  c o n g ra tu la t io n s ."  One of the m o s t 

s ta r t l in g  l e t t e r s  w as s ig n ed  b y  P a t  N ugent. He w ro te  f ro m  A naconda, M ontana. 

A n o th e r  P a t  N ugent - -  th is  one fro m  P h ila d e lp h ia  - -  tu rn e d  out to be only 

7 y e a r s  o ld , an d  the l e t t e r  w as w r itte n  by  h is  7th g rad e  s i s te r  w ho r e p o r ts  

th a t h e r  b ro th e r  i s  r e a l ly  tak ing  a  r ib b in g  b e c a u se  of h is  n am e  an d  d o e s n 't  

a p p re c ia te  the im p o rta n c e  of the s im i la r i ty .  And a  d e a r  one  f ro m  C in c in n a ti.

" I  am  w ritin g  th is  no te  to c o n g ra tu la te  you on y o u r upcom ing  m a r r ia g e  an d  to 

co m m en d  you on the  uphold ing  of the re p u ta tio n  of the A m e ric a n  te e n a g e r . 

Y ou 've  no t only  c a u s e d  a  new  w arm  lig h t to f a l l  on u s , bu t you h av e  fo rc e d  

o ld e r  A m e r ic a n s  to lo o k  upon u s  w ith  s e r io u s n e s s  a s  w e ll a s  h u m o r ."

• Som e h u m o ro u s  c a r to o n s  of* t h re e  of u s  '* s e m i-p r in c ip le s  - -  m e , L iz  

an d  B e s s ,  w ith  th is  one sen ten ce  su m m a ry  I lik ed , "B e ss  h as  a  so u th e rn  

g ra c io u s n e s s  th a t n e v e r  sa g s  u n d e r  the m agn itude  of p r e s s u r e s  of h e r  jo b ."
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A nd then  the new s th a t Lyndon r e a d  w ith  g re a t  c e re m o n y . He h a s  h ad  

the s tr a n g e s t ,  lo n g - te rm  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  the Pope e n t i re ly  one way fo r  abou t 

the f i r s t  25 y e a r s ,  a nd th e se  l a s t  few  y e a r s  - -  s in c e  h is  m e e tin g  w ith  

P o p e  John  - -  a  q u ite  r e a l  re la t io n s h ip . The h ead lin e  w as; "P o p e  M ay B estow  

W edding B le s s in g " . "P ope  P a u l VI i s  ex p ec ted  to b es to w  h is  p e rs o n a l  

b le s s in g s  on the m a r r ia g e  of L uc i B a in es  Johnson  an d  P a t r ic k  J .  N ugent.

H igh ly  p la c e d  C ath o lic  s o u rc e s  say  the p a p a l b en ed ic tio n  p ro b a b ly  w ill take 

the fo rm  of a  w a rm  fa th e r ly  m e ssa g e  to the b r id e  an d  g room  w hich  w ill be 

r e a d  by A rch b ish o p  P a t r ic k  O 'B oyle «  in the w edding c e re m o n y  a t  the Shrine 

('" of the Im m a c u la te  C oncep tion  A ugust 6 th ."

, L u c i, th o ro u g h ly  in u re d  by  the to ta l b a r ra g e  of w o rd s  now , w as e x c ite d

a n d  sh in y -e y e d  ab o u t th is . .

M a rie  S m ith 's  s to ry  abou t L u c i and  h e r  w edding g ifts  r e c o rd e d  the

p r a c t ic a l  o n es . Z e p h y r 's  and  S a m m ie 's  g ift o f  a  vacuum  c le a n e r  w ith  a l l

the a tta c h m e n ts , a  sew ing b a s k e t fro m  H elen  l in e d  in  gay q u ilte d  yellow  ch in tz

b y  H e len  h e r s e l f ,  co m p le te  w ith  e v e ry th in g  s h e 'l l  n eed  in  h e r  new  life  of keep ing

h e r  own c lo th e s  in  o r d e r .  And the e le c t r ic  m ix -m a s te r  fro m  W illie  D ay a n d

the
A sh to n  and  P a ts y . And the p r e s e n t  I love m o s t of a l l ,  x  s ix  s te r l in g  s i lv e r  

sy llab u b  cups fro m  Tony, in itia le d , "M . L . P . T . - 1912" w hen th ey  belonged  

to m y  m o th e r , "A. J . T , " d a ted  1927 w hen he took them  fro m  the b r ic k  h o u se  

, to h is  h o m e  in  Santa  F e , and  "L . J . N. - 1966".
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S om ew here  a long  ab o u t 2 :00, a  c loud beg an  to g a th e r  on o u r h o r iz o n , 

s ig n a lle d  by  the  a r r i v a l  of B ill M o y ers  and. Joe  C alifan o , and  L y n d o n 's  long 

a b s e n c e s  on the te lep h o n e . I w as no t r e a l ly  a w a re  w hat w as going on. B ut 

one can  se n se  the change in  the a tm o sp h e re . O utside  the day w a s  su n sh in y  

b r ig h t ,  b r i s k  w e a th e r  w ith  a  touch  of fa ll  in  the a i r .

A fte r  bow ling, I w en t up to the sw im m ing  pool w h ere  Lyndon w as in  

w ith  the two d e lig h tfu l d au g h te rs  of C o m m an d er Jo n es  - -  K a ren  an d  Ju lie , 

ag ed  abou t 3 an d  5 - -  and  B ill M o y ers  an d  Joe  C alifan o . It w as a  new  co n q u es t. 

Y e s te rd a y , K a re n  h ad  sh ou ted  fro m  h e r  s c re e n  p o rc h  a s  we w a lk ed  by, "H e llo  

M r. P r e s id e n t ." A nd Lyndon h a d  re sp o n d e d  im m e d ia te ly , "H ello , co m e o u t 

an d  give m e a  k is s ." She w as th e re  in  a  tw inkling fo llow ed by  h e r  s i s t e r  - -  

b lo n d , b ro w n  leg g ed  - -  im m e d ia te ly  co m p le te ly  a t  e a se  w ith  Lyndon and he 

w ith  th em .

Lyndon h ad  a s k e d  D r. D avis to com e up and  b r in g  h is  fa m ily  and  give 

u s  a  l i t t le  p r a y e r .  He a r r iv e d  w ith  h is  son, the m e d ic a l d o c to r who had  b een  • 

in  the s e rv ic e  on a  su b m a rin e  fo r  m an y  m o n th s , and  h is  d a u g h te r  M rs . W in stead . 

We s a t  a ro u n d  the pool w hile  I  took  m oving  p ic tu re s .  And then  d e s p a ir in g  of 

g e ttin g  anyone to go hom e and  hav e  lunch , I a sk e d  the s ta ff  to b r in g  the 

h a m b u rg e rs  an d  b e a n s  and  f ru i t  sa la d  and ic e d  tea  to the pool - -  w hich  did . 

A nd ev ery b o d y  a te  ra v e n o u s ly  ab o u t 3:00.

A f te rw a rd s , D r. D av is gave us a  b r ie f  p r a y e r  and  p re s e n te d  Lyndon 

w ith  a  p laque d a ted  m an y  m on ths b e fo re  w hich  m ade h im  the f i r s t  h o n o ra ry
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e ld e r  in  the C h r is t ia n  c h u rc h .

It w as so m ew h ere  along  in  the m idd le  of the day  th a t  I le a rn e d  w hat 

la y  b eh in d  the c loud . T h e  m a c h in is ts  in  the U nion w e re  no t ra tify in g  the 

a g re e m e n t th a t th e ir  le a d e r s  had  re co m m en d ed . T hey  w e re  vo tin g  a g a in s t  

i t  3 to  1. T he s t r ik e  w ould  no t b e  en d ed . We h a d  fa ile d . T he sw e e t ta s te  

of s u c c e s s  tu rn e d  b i t te r ,  and  i t  lo o k ed  a s  though the n ex t few day s w ould 

b e  a  c h e s s  gam e b etw een  m a n y  fo r c e s  from  w h ic h  Lyndon w ould have t r y  to

w r e s t  s o m e  pub lic  good^with no path  c le a r .

We w en t b a c k  to Aspen  and  he t r ie d  to take a  nap . And I  w en t in to

L y n d a 's  room  fo r  a  long  ta lk . She h ad  p lan s  to go jo b -h u n tin g  in  New Y o rk . 

M cG eorge Bundy h ad  w r i t te n  h e r  ab o u t an  o ffe r  fro m  the F o rd  F o u n d atio n , 

an d  M cC alls  h ad  w r itte n  h e r ,  an d  she h ad  the p o s s ib il i ty  su g g e s ted  by  B ill  

M o y e rs  of a  job w ith  N ational G eo g rap h ic . And ju s t  w h e n  I d o n 't  know, A r th u r  

G o ld b erg  h ad  e i th e r  w r itte n  o r ta lk ed  to h e r  ab o u t w o rk in g  fo r  the U. N.

One th a t p a r t ic u la r ly  ap p e a le d  to h e r  - -  b u t they  have h e ld  out^no o ffe rs  so  

f a r  a s  I  know - -  i s  the  A m e ric a n  H e r ita g e  M agazine . And then one th a t a p p e a ls  

a s  a  sa fe  h a r b o r ,  b u t no t ex c itin g , is  a n  o ffe r  to w o rk  in  the book  c o lle c tio n  

a t  the U n iv e rs ity  of T e x a s . M iss  H udspeth  h ad  ta lk ed  to h e r  ab o u t i t .

L ynda is  a t  a  s o r t  o f c r o s s - r o a d s .  I t  is  good th a t she h a s  W a rrie  Lynn 

fo r  co m p an io n sh ip  an d  h an d -h o ld in g .

L a te r  I g a th e re d  up the few  who had  enough e n e rg y  le f t  an d  we w en t 

bow ling  fo r  a  couple of m o re  g am es , and  b ack  to Aspen fo r  an  e a r ly  d in n e r .
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and  then  in to  the ch o p p er by  8:30. T h e re  w as so l i t t le  I cou ld  do to lig h ten  

L yndon’s lo ad . I cou ld  only  te l l  h im  th a t th e re  is  no p lace  in  a l l  the w o rld  - -  

not the G re c ia n  I s le s ,  no t the V irg in  Is la n d s , no t an y  S h a n g ri- la  - -  that I had  

r a th e r  be th is  w eekend  then w ith  h im  a t  C am p D avid w ith  e x a c tly  the com pany  

w e h ad .

B ack  a t the W hite H ouse I  w ent to the pool and  sw am  30 la p s , u n s u c c e ss fu l 

in  g e tting  L ynda B ird  and  W a rrie  Lynn to go in  w ith  m e , and  sending  w o rd  int o 

Lyndon w ho w as c o n tin u a lly  on the phone th a t I w ish ed  he w ould jo in  m e .

T hen  I and  L ynda an d  W a rr ie  Lynn and  one of L y n d a 's  a g e n ts , s e tt le d  

 ̂ down fo r  a  good b r id g e  gam e on th e  seco n d  f lo o r  - -  one of the th ings L ynda

and  I a r e  q u ite  co n ten t to do fo r  h o u rs  a t  a  tim e . And then m y  g r e a te s t  lu x u ry  - -  

a  m a s s a g e .  B ut s le e p  w as the w il l-o - th e -w is p  d e sp ite  of a l l  the e x e rc is e  of 

th is  v ig o ro u s  day  in  the f r e s h  a i r  and  su n sh in e . A nd i t  w as a  r e s t l e s s  n ig h t.

T h e  c lo s e  of a  w eek en d  th a t h ad  begun, on a  h igh  an d  golden  n o te  an d  ended  

r a th e r  in  a  slough of despond .

I  o ften  th ink  th a t m y  v e ry  fa v o rite  q u a lity  in  Lyndon is  h is  a b ili ty  to go 

dogged ly  on  looking^ se a rc h in g  fo r  som e so lu tio n . I m u s t r e a d  h im  th o se  l in e s  

fro m  "T he M an F ro m  L aM ancha" - -  "T o  r ig h t  the

u n r ig h ta b le  w ro n g s - to  b e a t the u n b ea tab le  fo e " .  T h is  su p re m e  p ra g m a tis t  

is  in  no w ay lik e  Don Quixote.  And y e t som ehow  the lin e s  a r e  ap t.


