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O - é’\‘ | . - J4-
een a derful high, restful weekend But it ended

: It had ' -

C/W\t ~on a crushing note of defeat and a climax to JOY - So the n1ght had been

P
) :

/\u;)‘ ')/\ restless, But I sta.yed close to try to comfort Lyndon. \And Iat least
B _woke: moxfe fatiguod than refreshed. ,I wrote a note to the Harrlmans :
: ‘to_. g_ol_}yith ﬂ_o'v{ors“'to t.h’oix:;pa}rty,” tall'ce.d.with- Liz:an_d_,Béss about‘;a’:ri‘? :
foreign pfess .répresenta.tive, seatings in the front pews. Then I went
inio.thé Lincoln.'Room. -There was a magmﬁcént co;fos;o;. Priociilo.,
Miss 'fi'ejfz, é oovey o?. brid’esmaids trying on the pink dreoses, ‘bé:‘mg .
i..'it‘t.ed,‘ posmg m ‘.f.z'o.r;.tf_o.f~!:1}(e long mir'r_o'r tﬁat.usod to.,be-i:n..\Alice R.oos'evelt'.‘ :
( e Long;vvorfh‘s room, Lynda. -—'how‘ty'p'ical -- hadoooe hors promptly,. eaﬂy,’
e firjst. Ibelieve wo a.ccom.p]..ished four today; |
| Jean Louis .'had been down éarly doing Luci's hair for her pictures :
in her wedding dreés_.' We had décided to éocﬁre the lso floor with not even
the butlers or onaids or passing workmoo or signal corpsrhen coulo seei
_ that great treasure -- her. weddmg dress; —-‘ as she came into the East Room '
for the mkammm pzctures.
| - And then she too came into the me.oln Room -- her olack ha;ir'pileo‘
‘h.igh io a real triumph by Jean Louio. ‘A.nd in front of Alice' Rooso\‘revlt |
Longworth's ﬁ).irz;or, Pr‘iociila.hookod onjthe tfé.in that gaxe gave the

final perfect touches to it. And Helene sa.1d on b&r soft breath, "It is the

(- ~ most beaut1fu1 dress I have ever seen, and 1t is you, Lum“

Rp— . . . -
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Even the closet looked like a weddmg. There side 'by side were

12 &whlte strlped k1ts w1th pmk tlssue paper foammg from them. :

+

. 'H!-eae contents were the weddmg shoes and gloves - f1na1 touches for

the bridesmaids.’ This was Stanley's gift.ﬁ

. Luci went dowh.iorv her pictures. Then I found to my rchag‘rin that

poull

.80 secure was the securing there was not a S&ie in the kitchen to cook me

PR U

a scrambled egg -- rny diet lunch -- and that dear Lucmda whose table

it ' . .
was piled high w1th must altering for the party at 5:00 this afternoon and
for things alllthe rest of the week, couldn't even corne up from the staff _

dini.ng room in the basement to her sewing machine on the'third.floor].

The Usher and I worked that out.

Then after my bit of lunch, I went downstairs to see Luci. In the -

goldgm white East Room, I met a blaze of light. She was standing on a

' L.

pyram1d of rug covered boxes.' Okamoto as master of ceremonies was ‘
posing her for Mr. Atkms and Bob Knudsen --vstaff photographers. I

sh1vered when I looked at the top box on whlch she was standing. It was

not more than 12 inches wide. Direction to move sideways a few ink:hes

or to put her foot here or there would have & sent her topplmg to the floor.

_Very qmetlyr I told Okamoto and Luci to proceed gently lest we ha.ve a brxde

on crutches or npped tram. I think the height was to put her close to

the chandeher or w1th the light in her eyes was scarcely less bnght than o

they.. Okamoto has a»great artistic sense for pzctu_res. La.ter I heard
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she was on her feet for three hours for a series of pictures, -

I went to Jean Louis for a complete remaking -~ everything that -

the beauty parlor could tlo for me. But on the way out'l heard the 'most :

‘hideous, - appalling news -- a sniper in the tower at the University of 5

Texas_ had killed 5 people and wourded 17, It was incredible -~ too

hideous to believe. I remembered the exact spot where he was -- the

26th floor where there is a balustrade-that goes all around the four sides

:{a&nle-'you‘ can see the blue hills of Austﬁ in the distance.‘ He was ’sﬁoétjng |
straight down v‘on to‘the dré.g énd onfé all the c_a;m‘éus.' l‘

| Somewheie .--V_I db#.'t‘ k.z:\-o'x‘;v.’:;xéckzgly where.'-— I got the -\;vf):rd tha.t' 3
one of the \tric‘t.irns. wa.é Paul Boltén’é grandsfm -~ "Paul Bqltoﬁm

 The Nugents had arrived at 2:00, I welcomed them over the .phoza'.é

“and told them I would leave my car for them to g"o to the Ha.rrimah party

. in, accompanied‘b'y Bess, 1 would ek catch a ride'wi'th Luci'and Pat -

becauée we had been asked to be there by 5:00.
- My second most important call of the day.

My first had been to Arthur Gpdffey who ’wa@ leaving within the

' ’half'-h'ou_r‘ to go to Viet—Nafn;"agd I thanked him for his dear, warm, sweet

offer to .h'elp’ these young folks on their hbnéyfnooh. “And I said no. .
~ The s‘ec'ond most important one was to delegate to Marvin .gé't'ting '
the President to the 'Ha.rriman party -- I said 6:30 ifv poésible. I knew |

the strain of the day trying to wrestle some kind of victory from the -
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. defeat we faced. 1 remembered the hne from “The Man From LaMancha” :

v _
"To beat the unbea.table foe”.-— the foe is Just ¥ fate sometimes when you

. of the Harrimam*s’ lovely Federal house in Georgetown. We posed in the =~

the Dean of the COI‘PS- The great package was magmficently wrapped,
ASev111a. -Secasa beamed in happy dehght This joint gift has been a ‘wonderful e

from Chiefs of State _which are usually too nch and expensive and bizarre. R

to accoril\the small apartment and simple life of a young couple starting

,  Cerawne ulou ; BRI FERR A
- of roses over the flreplace, Sna—— landscape, wgoman that- -

‘THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON.

Monday, Auguet 1, 1966 ' L Page 4

(%M—?)%

wear all sorte of names, o , o T : aik
' And'tlien_in good time -- and how proud Iam that Luci who is alwé.ys
tardy has been

up to tnow) wonderfully on time ---_we' left for the Harrimari},s; N

)

There was an obstacle course of cameras and pad and pencil girls outside

doorway -- 'Averell and Marie, Pat arid Luci and I. And then inside,

30 minutes earlier than the guests were expected so that we could have

SIS -l

the presentation of the Diplomatic Corps gift to Luci and Pat by Sevxlla Saca.sa,

And as Luci brought out piece after piece of' the silver tea set in old Maryland

gfxgraved -- six pieces in all -- cameras .clicked away. She and .

idea to make every country -~ all of the 114 -~ feel that they are part1c1patmg. E

But almost it has worked Only a sprmkhng -~ a half dozen or less -- ngts

L.

out.. And which in today's political climate of foreign aid to which
Congressmen are more and more rebelhous bring problems in their wake..
‘ ' “U,«_Um ‘—DKZ\. o
- There were a few mmutes to enJoy at the Harrimax(‘;s house - - ol

-

doesn't ook in the least cafe society.
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There was/\big bay window that opened onto the garden and then

c::ut.' And in front of them was arranged the silver tea set from all the

' members of the Corps to see 2s they entered..

. - The 5093@ rambled on and on rather like a country house: There-

were French doors that gaife onto a terrace which was covered with a

fixroxeoad floral canvass roof in case of rain. }AIid then the garden went -

down and down into other terraces‘i’éplenderit with glos sy-léaved giant

magnolia trees, ‘the pink and whit(e crepe myrtle bushes,. round tables
covered with pink cloths, pink flower centerpieces. On the very lowest
level, the blue coolness of the pooljwit_h a dance floor and a small'drchesfra
on the other side.'; A beautiful setting‘. S
Jimmy Symington summoned us to the receiving line -- Ambassador

and Marie and Luci and Pat, and I‘.stood in 1t for about 10 minutes and tﬁen

left it for the rest of the evening for the central figures."__'

Luci was lovely in her brilliaﬁt pink»ch'iffon with the jeweled neck

' Whi'ch flowed__like a cage, although I can't get used to that two-inch abéve'

the kﬁée le_vel; |

B I had éeen _thé g'uest-li's;:‘ e'ax;l‘iber.’ Nearliy ev_e}r)%m.e of the 114 co(mti'ies“v
were représent'ed‘ -- a Charge d"Alffairesﬁt.he Amb;ssadors were out of to§vn_.
Averéll'told me Alate‘r that all of thé irén curt.ain’céur;t.ries“ had aé r.e’presentative ‘7
tﬁefé_. o | |

'_Véry delightfully Marie had asked the children of the C_drps between
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18 and 24 which meant that the Sevilla-~-Sacasas had five in tow. And I
was deli‘ghted to meet this more than half of their iarge fé,mily. |

It was especially sweetbof Marie to have invited all of the Qedding
party. They loved» it rﬁost 6f ali.

I glimpsed.Betty Beald -- beautiful in a white satin Witﬁ bows downb
the ba.ck and her hair piled high and touched w1th white daisies here a..nd there.

RaMieell/

‘And little Patty McGulr&‘looked llke a bedg:sh@ﬁ-y girl -~ fraglle’golden hair
and milky white complexion and pastel flowe;red dress. _Helene, so po1sed
and gracious in a smart white dress. |

Ax;id then the prettiest woman ét the part.y arrived with the pres_ence,l
with the flare, with the rna;nner - Lyndé, in a dark green laced dreés, no
jewelry, her haif in a ngeé.t ‘evening ha.i'r—do.

Jack Valenti greeted her with a word that she was prettier than many
of the m ovie stars he is now seeing in his new fole. '

Lynda and Warrie Lynn have clung together during thes;ebda,ys before
the.wedding. She is good for Lyncia . |

Out of.the receiving 1ine I went with George Abell from terrace td
terrace, talked v;rith Ahmeds. They m are leaving. I am so soiry. She
will come to tell me goodbye; » 'Tﬂe D~eé.ns,' who hadvbrought their young
’SOI;., ‘here from England for amnr;c summer vacation. The Ambassador
from Korea and his wife who had bfogght their charming, shy young

daughter. He had sent Luci the traditional bridal quilt from héde country.
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And the very articulate Ambassador from the Carheroons in his native
costumé. I found his country is just ‘about as large as Texas with a;bogt a
6, 000 éopulation’. Tﬁe- Rossides, just in from Cyprus - to’ the attractive
young Peter'Dﬁ.chins; Yesterday was his birthday. Later on tonight th;:y
are having another party for h’i_r_n.l. | |

And then a .little before 7:00 Lyndon came. I found.out what it is
like when the President is'expected. Som%ne éorhe; in in grea;f excitement,

- Y"The Presi.dent is due in 10 m';nutes.v” An;)ther rushes in, "The Pre.side.nt‘
is due in 4 minutes." Another, "Time to come to the 'front; door, the President
is driving up." |

"He ‘was smiling and affable whatever it cost him because I know it .
muist have been a hellish day. He stayed for about 45 rnin_ut;as. :

I had a chance to move from group to group telling them what a dear
idea they had had to give Luci the si;}ver,tea; service. How much she would
love it, and pass it on down t6 hér childreﬁ and grandchildren.

Lyﬁdon danced wigh me, then Ambassador Hé.rrima.n, and of cburse
| i:hé ebulient Dean of the Corps;_ Sevilla—ASécasa."

.The Nuéehts sét at a table at the upper terrace, and.everyone
thronged by to meét them., | |

And thg Lithuanian Charge' or Ambassador was.delighted)I heas
when she addressed him in his‘ nativé language.

It was nearly 8:00 when wé ieft and I whispered in Luci's ear to

gather up her wedding party who were undoubtedly having a very good .l:ime, _
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but might not recognize ‘that "1t Was the hour to go home.

| Jack Valenti had been one of the star.s of the ev.ening. . He is the .
father of a new son named John Lyndon. He had been passing out the
word that he was named John for a Saintvand m Lyndon for Bess
Abell's son, |

From the party, .v.ve went by . the Washington Hospital Center to '

see Mary Margaret. She already had guests -- the Leonard Marks.. _Shé
looked well and ;% with happmess. And little John Lyndon has certamly

Lo
been\‘marked by his daddy as Lyndon says, "As much chaff - about a half

a calf", ﬁ—faﬂ- ‘2 . 4
We were back at Lyndon's office by 8:15 and there I left him w1th

Joe Califano,knowing it would be a late 4evening. Legislation on the Hill had |
gone very badly. Coﬁgress, so dei:e_rmined' to do something about the Stl;ike,
is going to foiiow the very brave course of directing L‘he Presidenf to usé

his discretion to end it. It seems to mé a cowardly passing oﬁ of
responsibility.. 'Theh Lyndbn will be faced with the necessity of signing

or vetoing it. It seéms like a sharp and skillful knife fo insert between_v

the Isresident and labor to e;ccisé their support frofnv him. Sometimes I
begin to feel that we are being operated on by real pros. But I per'so'na.lly

have one armor -- there is nothing further I want. But even that is not

quite trué, because I want to retain the place in ‘history that I think Lyndon

has so well merited in his more than 30 years.

7 '(}M:.._woz_. y Y SN s VR

U
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Joe Califano said that Bobby Kent::eayhadagomzed 'Whi"é:h‘fv%r'a:y to
vote and.then had put the reoponsibility on the President; |

I went back to the Whlte House and Jomed a11 the young folks and _'
the Nugents in the solarlum -- Patty_. Botty Bealﬁ, Hltch, Sharon, the
Raygs and their.guests, Dr. and Mrs. Aronbach. We've set up a sort of
a permanent d1n1ng 1"oorn table for the week up there. It will be looded
laTn1ght w1th%ﬁ-FH2g dishes that will stay hot for people as they come and
go,Amth cold things for lunch. Tonight's beef stroganoff and rice was
welcomed by 920, and I told the Nugents I just W;nted to joiri them up
there beco.use .therve was no need of fhem wéiting until a possibl‘e 11:00. -~
very uncertain houré when Lyndon would come, I‘h'ad‘ heard that ile had

been joined in his office by people whom I knew working on the day's

A
problems, and it would be open-end.

I had made a call to Dolli,s. Lyndon had called Paul earlier. How
i\fodoe-s‘ it -- I've sworn I wo}uld never use that phrase -~ is beyond me,
Do_lli‘.f, said ‘very sensiblir "shock carries its own anesthetic™, And er dor;'t
really }cnovv; what's happening yet{' She -said her son, _C‘riséy, ‘realiz:;tng that
his mother v_vould think he mighﬁ be on the campus, had phoned her to tell
her® he was safe and that he and his wife were.coming over to h.er house.
And there from their fafthor' high vaotage point, they. watched.thr‘ough giasses
the University tower, 'l;hey sé.w the smok‘e coming from tﬁe rifle, Once

they saw the figure moving around the terrace, Paul was at the radio station
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: Spalee '
at his news desk., Hem® heard Neil Sped¥s, or one of the announcers,

preparing to go on the air, calling off the names of the victims -- Paul
Bolton Swsag. fHe said, '""Read that again." His voice was not in control
when he spoke to me for a moment)in contrast to Dollie's. He said the .

¢

sweetest things about Lyndoﬁ. We've g'one.through a lot together and all
I could think df to say to Dollie Was, "Sorneday we will gé wild flowér
hu.ntin‘g and. fox;lget' our troubles.' It had been a déy of many efnotions,
bitter taste of defeat Iin Lyndon's wo'rk-, happy confﬁéion §f Luci aﬁd v

-7 '
; .
bridesmaids -~ pink too, arrivals, an elegant party. Then the horror

~——

of unspeakable tragedy in a place pre®ious to me,' happening to people 1

know and love,




