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W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd a y , A ugust 2,  1966 P ag e  1

It w as a day  th a t had  c a u se d  B e s s  and  m e to f lin ch  w hen we f i r s t  h e a rd  

ab o u t i t  - -  a  S ta te  D inner p lanned  fo r the w eek  of the w edding ?  Y e s . P r e s id e n t  

S h aza r of I s r a e l  and  M rs . S h a z a r .   Let* s ju s t  sa y  i t  w as a  c h a lle n g e , and  it 

tu rn e d  out q u ite  h ap p ily , a s  ex h au s ted  a s  everybody  m u s t have b e e n  a t  th e  en d  

of the day .

Isa b e lle  S h e lto n 's  d e s c r ip tio n : " The W hite H ouse w as a  m ad h o u se  

y e s te rd a y " , w as a c tu a lly  p re t ty  a c c u ra te .

T he la s t  of the b r id e s m a id s ,  B eth  Jen k in s , a r r iv e d  and  I h u r r ie d  to  

f in d  h e r  in  the lo v e ly  b lue  T o ile  b ed ro o m  to give h e r  a  hug. T he young m an  

sh e  is  going to m a r r y ,  P e te r  Alandt , h ad  com e up too to p lan  th e ir  day.

T h en  I s topped  by the so la r iu m  w hich  h as  sudden ly  tu rn e d  in to  a n  o ffice  

w ith  Susan  R ay  a s  h e ad  of the b r ig a d e ,- - ^ ^ e  b r id e s m a id s  - -  a s  m an y  of the 

12 a s  she  can  g a th e r^ a re  a tta c k in g  the flood of l e t t e r s ,  nearly a  th o u san d  a  

w eek  th a t L u c i h a s  b e en  re c e iv in g . T hey  a r e  opening them , re a d in g  th em , 

s ta p lin g  them  and  so rtin g  them  in to  fo u r d iffe re n t p ile s  fo r  la te r  a n sw e rin g . 

T hey  k eep  on find ing  so m e  th a t a r e  so d e a r , so d e lig h tfu l, they  th in k  they  

ought to  have a sp e c ia l  a n sw e r . So I gave Susan an o th e r  c h o re . I to ld  h e r  

th e re  w as p len ty  of the b lue s ta tio n e ry  w ith  L u c i 's  nam e on top w h ich  w ill 

not m u ch  lo n g e r  be h e r  nam e and the W hite H ouse on the envelope w hich  

w ill no lo n g e r  be h e r  a d d r e s s ,  and  I w ould ju s t  love fo r  h e r  to a n sw e r  a s  

m an y  a s  she cou ld  a t  L u c i 's  re q u e s t .

I t  w as W a rr ie  L y n n 's  b ir th d a y , and  so I w rap p ed  a  p ack ag e  of the 

b rid g e  c a rd s  th a t Lyndon g ives and  w ish ed  that sw e e te s t of ou r f r ie n d s  a



happy  day . She is  a t  L y n d a 's  s ide  e v e ry  m in u te . She is  co n sc io u s  of the 

s p e c ia l  m ean in g  of th is  w eek  fo r L ynda. She is  a  good fr ie n d .

A nd down in  the k itch en , F e rd in a n d  and  two a s s i s ta n ts  w e re  pulling
V3 0 "7'o

taffy  sp e a k  ̂ making the su g a r  co n co c tio n  th a t w ill tu rn  in to  the r o s e s

to d e c o ra te  L u c i 's  7 - la y e r  w edding cak e .

M eanw hile , a  d e liv e ry  tru c k  ro lle d  up b e a r in g  a  huge p iano  fo r  

M r. S e rk in  to p lay  th a t n ig h t. A nd in  i t  c am e  th ro u g h  the h a l ls  - - h e  a lw ay s 

b r in g s  h is  own in s tru m e n t. L a te r ,  I u n d e rs ta n d , he had  a  q u ie t p ra c t ic e  

p e r io d  on the s ta g e . M aybe he w as the  only q u ie t m an  in  the h o u se . We w e re  

d ire c tin g  to u r s  of M rs . N ugent's f r ie n d s  and  fam ily  th rough  b e c a u se  th e re  w on’t 

be m uch  chance  l a te r  in  the w eek  to do so .

And in  the L ib r a r y  in  the a fte rn o o n , L uci and  P a t  w e re  g iv ing  a  f ilm e d  

in te rv ie w  to th re e  te le v is io n  n e tw o rk s  w ith  N ancy D ic k e rso n  a sk in g  the 

q u e s tio n s  fo r  NBC. M y h e a r t  w en t out to h e r .  She had  ju s t  r e c e iv e d  w o rd  

so m e h o u rs  b e fo re  th a t daddy h ad  d ied , and  she w as leav in g  r ig h t a f t e r  the 

in te rv ie w . I re m e m b e re d  D olly 's  s ta te m e n t: "Shock c a r r i e s  i ts  own 

a n e s th e s ia " ,  and  N ancy is  a p ro fe s s io n a l.

And B e s s ,  the a lw ay s ca lm , w as tak ing  M rs . N ugent ou t to the S h rin e  

to d ec id e  how it  w ould be b e s t  fo r  h e r  to m anage  the long w alk . She is  a n  

a m p u te e . She n e v e r  m en tio n s  it  - -  one s c a rc e ly  n o tic e s  i t .  B ut i t  d o es  l im i t  

h e r  a b il i ty  to n eg o tia te  those v a s t  s te p s  and  long^Hsles.

So it  w as a  b u sy  day .
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S om etim e in  the m o rn in g , I w en t down to see  W illie D ay in  h e r  l a i r  

an d  saw  the m o s t w o n d erfu l g ift fro m  the E n g e lh a rds - -  a W inslow  H o m er 

d raw in g  of the "A pple P ic k e r "  - -  sm a ll ,  ch a rm in g . I do no t know the m ed iu m , 

b u t touched  som ehow  w ith  a  l i t t le  c o lo r . A p e r fe c t  jew e l.

And m o s t  a m a z in g ly , th e re  w as a  v e ry  o ld  f ig u re  of the V irg in  and  C h ild  

f ro m  Abe and  C a ro l!  I found la te r  th a t it had  b een  m ade by  A u s tr ia n  nuns 

a lm o s t  a  c e n tu ry  a g ô w ith  the t in ie s t  d e ta  i l  p e r fe c t-  ^

e m b ro id e re d  g a rm e n ts , tiny  b e a d s , the m o s t  e x q u is ite  e x p re s s io n s .

An an tiq u e  cake  b a s k e t fro m  Van C lib u rn ; an  O nderdock  d raw in g  fro m  

N ancy N egley .

I s to p p ed  by  the c o r r id o r  o u tsid e  the th e a tre  to see  the d isp la y  of 

W hite H ouse b r id e s  th a t J im  K etchum  h a s  ju s t  f in ish ed . F ro m  M a ria  M onroe 

th ro u g h  the n iece  of P re s id e n t  W oodrow W ilson  who h ad  m a r r ie d  I s a a c  S tu a r t 

M c E lro y  an d  who h ad  se n t u s  the cake box and the b ro a c h  th a t she  w o re  a t  

th e  w edding . It w as  a  d e lig h tfu l d isp la y , b u t i t  k ep t on say ing  to  m e , "S av e , 

save  - -  r e m e m b e r  to leav e  to th e  W hite H ouse, to the Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y ,  to the 

S m ith so n ian  if  i t  w an ts  i t ,  a n d  v e ry  e s p e c ia lly  to L uc i an d  to u s , in te re s t in g  

th in g s  fro m  th is  w e d d in g ."   T h e re  w as so  l i t t le  r e a l ly ,  ^ " j^ ic tu r^ o f  e ig h t 

b r id e s ,  one in v ita tio n , an  a u to g rap h ed  p lace  c a rd  fro m  W oodrow  W ilso n  done 

in  p e n c il.

I s topped  b y  ̂ a ^ a te  the k itch en  to see  w hat I could  find  fo r  lu n ch . Z ep h y r 

s a id  they  h ad  fed  19 - -  th e re  w a s n 't  a  b i t  of co ld  b ee f le f t.  So I s e tt le d  fo r  

b aco n  an d  eggs ag a in .
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V

I p h o n e d  L a u r e n c e  R o c k e f e l l e r  to th an k  h im  fo r  h is  w o n d e r fu l  o f f e r

o f  the  v i s i t  to  th e  Grand- T e to n s  o r  the  V i r g in  I s la n d s  a n d  f o r  a l l  the  h e lp  on

g e t t in g  the c h i l d r e n  off on th e i r  h o n e y m o o n .  He le f t  i t  o p e n -e n d  - -  th a t

in v i ta t io n  - -  a n d  how  m u c h  I hope  I c a n  tak e  i t  up  so m e  o th e r  t i m e  .

T h e n  th e  v e r y  n i c e s t  m o m e n t  of the  d ay  c a m e .  L y n d o n  c a l l e d  a n d

s a id ,  " C o u ld  you f ind  L u c i  a n d  P a t  and  b r in g  th em  o v e r  to th e  o ff ice  o r

f in d  m e  w h e r e v e r  I a m .  I n e e d  s o m e  c h e e r in g  up . And I w a n t  to  g ive  th e m

t h e i r  w ed d in g  p r e s e n t .  "

I  ro u n d e d  th em  up, w e w en t.  He w a s  in  h is  o ff ice . He b o u g h t

G o v e r n m e n t  B ond  w h ich  w ou ld  m a t u r e  in  7 y e a r s ,  a n d  on the e n v e lo p e  t h e r e

w a s  a  v e r y  s w e e t  m e s s a g e .  He h a d  w r i t t e n  i t .  "T o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w ho b r in g
If

u s  so  m u c h  jo y  a n d  s t r e n g th .  " T h a t  is  th e  w ay  I r e m e m b e r  i t .  0ne c a n  be  

s u r e  of a n y th in g  in  th is  w o r ld ,  i t  i s  th a t  th o se  two w il l  h a v e  n e e d  o f s o m e th in g

s p e c i a l  7 y e a r s  f r o m  now - -  the  ju s t  p e r f e c t  d e s k  to pu t in  th e  b a y  w indow  

of a  h o u s e  th e y  m a y  be b u i ld in g ,  o r  a n  an tiq u e  c h e s t  to  l e n d  c h a r a c t e r  to  t h e i r  

fesi l iv in g  r o o m ,  o r  m a y b e  a  v a c a t io n .  I w a s  s t r a n g e ly  g r a t i f i e d  th a t  L u c i  

h e r s e l f  h a d  to ld  m  e d a y s  b e f o r e  th a t  th a t  w a s  w h a t she  w o u ld  l ik e  m o s t  to  

h a v e  w a s  a  G o v e r n m e n t  B ond . And the r e a s o n  why, i s  th a t  sh e  r e m e m b e r e d  

th a t  w h e n  w e f i r s t  m a r r i e d  w e  h a d  s t a r t e d  buy ing  one e a c h  m o n th  a n d  h a d  

k e p t  i t  u p  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s .  It sow s s e e d s .  You n e v e r  know  w h e th e r  i t ’s

^  . \U ^
r i g h t  f e r t i l e  g ro u n d  an d ^ b ea r  f r u i t .  I t ' s  a lw a y s  a  p le a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  w h en  th e y  do.
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Je a n  L o u is  c a m e o v e r abou t 6 :30 , and  fro m  th e n  on i t  w as a  ro u n d  of 

h a ir -c o m b in g  an d  d re s s in g  fo r  the S tate  D inner.  I w o re  m y  m o s t e leg an t 

d r e s s  - -  the p r in te d  ch iffon . A nd a t  20 m in u te s  of 8:00 I w as m ad ly  phoning

L y n d o n 's  o ffice  to g e t h im  o v e r  to g e t d r e s s e d  so we could  m e e t the P re s id e n t
t

on the f ro n t p o r t ic o  a t  10 m in u te s  of 8:00. He is  the sw ifte s t d r e s s e r  in  a l l

the w o rld . He co u ld  have done i t  if  he h a d n 't  g o tten  hung up on the te lephone 

b u t we w e re  down #  ju s t  a  few m in u te s  la te  - -  ex a c tly  a t  the  m o m en t the  b ig  

b la c k  lim o u s in e , f lu tte r in g  the f la g s  of the U nited  S ta tes  an d  the S ta r  of D avid  

d ro v e  up and  out s tep p e d  the e ld e r ly ,  a ffab le , b ig -d o m ed , P r e s id e n t  S h azar 

^  an d  h is  eq u a lly  e ld e r ly , so ft spoken, b u t I b e liev e  s tro n g  m in d ed  w ife , R a c h a e l

S h a z a r .

We took them  up to the Y ellow  Room w ith  th e ir  A m b assa d o r and  

M rs . H a rm a n , th e  th re e  m e m b e rs  of th e ir  p a r ty , the V ice P r e s id e n t  an d  

M u rie l, D ean and  V irg in ia , D oro thy  G o ldberg  - -  her A m b a ssa d o r  is  ou t of 

the c o u n try  - -  an d  the F o r ta s es and  o u r A m b a ssa d o r M r. B a rb o u r , a lr e a d y  

w a ite d  fo r  u s .

It w as  d r in k s  an d  c o n v e rsa tio n  an d  exchange of g if ts . And h e re  I find  

m y s e lf  in e p t a t  be in g  ab le  to move peop le  lik e  im a g e s  on a  c h e s t  b o a rd  - -  

p a r t ic u la r ly  w hen  they  a r e  77 y e a r s  o ld  and  p ro b ab ly  a  b it  d eaf. T h e re  i s  an  

a g g r e s s iv e n e s s ,  c lo ak e d  in  v e lv e t, th a t I w ish  I  cou ld  c u ltiv a te .

I w as  r e a l ly  en joy ing  h e a r in g  M rs . S h aza r ta lk  in  h e r  v e ry  q u ie t v o ice  

a b o u t the sp ee ch  she h ad  m ade to a  luncheon  g ro u p  abou t ed u ca tio n  o f the v e ry  

young i n  I s r a e l ,  A c tu a lly , abou t m ak in g  I s r a e l  in to  a  N ation  - -  w ith
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c o n s id e ra b le  a c c e n t on b e a u tif ic a tio n . B ut m y re la x e d  en jo y m en t co u ld n 't

b e  w h o le h e a r te d  b e c a u se  I m u s t m ove them  o v er to w ard  the d e s k  an d  show ......

them  o u r g s s x te  g ifts  - -  the se t«  of the w o rk s  of T h o m as J e f fe rs o n  in  a  

s p e c ia l  b o o k c ase .  A r t  books fo r  M rs . S h aza r, a  p ic tu re  of L yndon  in  a  s i lv e r  

f r a m e ,  a  l i t t le  s i lv e r  box fro m  m e .  I am  not y e t s a tis f ie d  w ith  ou t g if ts . 

A lthough P re s id e n t  S h aza r w as qu ick  to say  he knew  the w o rk s  o f T hom as

J e ffe rs o n , they  h ad  b ee n  t r a n s la te d  in to  h is  lan g u ag e . .......

A nd then  w e saw  th e ir s  - -  m o d e rn  s i lv e r  can d le  s tic k s  f o r  L uc i an d  

P a t.  G old , s i lv e r  an d  b ro n ze  m e d a llio n s  w hich c o m m e m o ra te d  the v is i t  of 

(  . Pope P a u l VI to I s r a e l ,  an d  v e ry  w o n d erfu l m e d a llio n s  th a t to ld  the  h is to r y

of th e ir  N ation  - -  one s ide  the a n c ie n t I s r a e l ,  the B ib lic a l in sc r ip tio n ; on the 

o th e r  s id e  the m o d e rn  I s r a e l ,  th e  im p le m e n ts  of a g r ic u l tu r a l  a n d  in d u s try . 

T h en  th e re  w as a  g r e a t  B ib le  a l l  in  H ebrew  - -  p o n d e ro u s , h an d so m e , a n  item  

f o r  th e  L ib ra ry .

I  w as  a  b i t  th ro w n  w hen  the m i l i ta ry  e n te re d  an d  re m o v e d  the c o lo r s ,  

b e c a u se  th a t i s  a lw a y s  the s ig n a l fo r  u s  to line  up an d  follow  them  d o w n s ta irs  

fo r  th e  o ffic ia l p ic tu re .  Not so . J im m y  Sym ington shook h is  h e a d  a t  m e , 

an d  I r e a l iz e d  th a t b e c a u se  of th e ir  ag e , we w ould no t be m a rc h in g  down th o se  

s l ic k  m a rb le  s ta i r s .  W e w ould in s te a d  be going down in  the e le v a to r  w ith  

th em  a  few  m in u te s  l a t e r .  And we did , c ro s s in g  the h a l l  to a s s u m e  o u r u s u a l  

p o se  a t  the foo t of the  G ran d  s ta i r c a s e  fo r  the b a t te ry  of p h o to g ra p h e rs .

T h en  to "H a il to the C hief" - -  i t  n e v e r  fa i ls  to s tr ik e  th a t h igh  no te  of 

e x c ite m e n t in  y o u r h e a r t  - -  we  m a rc h e d  in to  the E a s t  Room  to w h a t w as
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undoub ted ly  the lo n g e s t, s lo w es t re c e iv in g  lin e  fo r  any  S tate D in n er I  can 

r e m e m b e r .

'

190 g u e s ts ,  m an y  of whom  w an ted  to s«csf a  g r e a t  d e a l b e s id e  Shalom .
(I U

T hey  h ad  b ee n  to I s r a e l ,  they  h ad  v i s j teail th a t  tie  w ith  I s r a e l .

B e c a u se  the s ta g e  w as a lr e a d y  occupying o n e - th ird  of the ro o m , the

g u e s ts  w e r e  r a th e r  crow ded  in  a  double lin e  in  the re m a in in g  tw o - th ird s  th a t

la c k e d  a  b i t  of e leg an ce  an d  ftmm p re c is io n  I love to keep  in  th e se  a f f a i r s .

F ro m  the  C ab in e t, t h e r e  w e re  Jo e  and  T ru d y  F o w le r , an d  L ee and  Stu

U d all w ith  the m o s t m a rv e lo u s  tan s  fro m  th e ir  v a c a tio n . And e v e ry  S en ato r

'Q  '': '  w ith  an y  J e w ish  b lood. S enato r J a v its  w hose w ife had  ju s t  w r i t te n  th a t
M au rin e

W ash ing ton  is  a  p ro v in c ia l town. S en a to r and  M rs .  R ib ico ff. A nd Maxatsejesx

N e u b e rg e r  w ith  h e r  hu sb an d  D r. P h ilip  Solom an —  it  m ay  be h e r  l a s t  tim e

h e re  fo r  a  S ta te  d in n e r . And am ong o th e rs ,  S en a to r H ick en lo o p e r w ithou t V e rn a ,

an d  S en a to r an d  M rs .  K a r l M undt. I o b se rv e d  th a t the R o b e rt K ennedys

d e c lin e d . M rs . K ennedy is  aw ay.

T h e re  w e re  two G o v e rn o rs : R ic h a rd  H ughes of New J e r s e y  an d  h is

w o n d erfu l e b u llie n t w ife . And the  N elson  R o c k e fe lle rs  - -  a  m o re  a t t r a c t iv e
the m o s t

g ro u p  of b r o th e r s  I n e v e r  saw . H appy h ad  on one of AteDCMac s tr ik in g  d r e s s e s  

of the even ing , w h ite  an d  r e d  p r in te d  ch iffon .

And a n  en o rm o u s  group  of H ouse m e m b e rs ,  in c lu d in g  I b e lie v e  a l l  of 

/  ■ th e  Je w s .

A nd A v e re ll  an d  M arie  H a rr im a n , who a m u sin g ly  d e s c r ib e d  the d if f ic u ltie s  

o f anybody in tro d u c in g  h im  and  the  A m b a ssa d o r  fro m  I s r a e l  a t  the sam e  tim e  - -



r

/

M r. A vrah am  H a rm a n  and  M r. A v e re ll  H a r r im a n .

A nd D oro thy  an d  L e o n a rd  M a rk s .

And fro m  the s ta ff: W alt R ostow , and  M arv in  - -  v e ry  se ld o m  do he 

and  h is  p r e t ty  M aria n  a c c e p t an y th in g . And the M ilt S e m e rs . And the 

Bob F le m in g s  - -  I  am  g lad  to see  h im  so m e tim e  th a t i s  no t a  s t r e s s f u l  

o c c a s io n . .

'  - :I f  one r e a l ly  w an ts  to kn ow how m uch of a  m e ltin g  pot th is  c o u n try  is,^ 

a  S tate D in n er is  an  in te re s t in g  w ay. T h e re  a re  a lw ay s e th n ic  g ro u p s . And 

th e re  a r e  a lw ay s o rg a n iz a tio n s  r e p re s e n tin g  the in te r e s t s  of th e se  g ro u p s .
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A nd one co m es to r e a l iz e  how m u lti tu d in o u s  a r e  th o se  o rg a n iz a tio n s  - -  the   

Am e r i can  Jew is h  C o m m ittee , the Synagogue C ouncil of A m e ric a , the D evelopm en t

■ 
(  '  C o rp o ra tio n  fo r  I s r a e l  (that w as Abe F e in b e rg ), U nited  I s r a e l  A ppeal, and

the U nited  Je w ish  A ppeal.

F ro m  kBcxkaaK la b o r  th e re  w as th a t bouncing p ix ie , D avid  D ubinsky.  He 

w h is p e re d  to  m e  th a t he thought e v e ry th in g  w as going f in e . A nd Jaco b  P o to fsk y , 

w hom  la s t  I h ad  se en  s tand ing  a t  the foo t of the S tatue of L ib e r ty  a lm o s t  w ith  

t e a r s  in  h is  ey es  on the day  of the sign ing  of the b il l .  And A lex  R o se  who

p a u se d  in  the lin e  to g e t  ..........  ^

The p r e s s  w as  q u ite  h ap p ily  r e p re s e n te d . M r, G uggenheim  of " N e w s d a y ^  

an d  the R a lp h  H a r r i s  of *R e u te rs* ^  the Lee H ills  of the ■‘Knight N ew sp a p e rs ’*V 

L o u ise  H u tch in so n  of the ■'^Chicago Tribune"^. And two of m y  fa v o r ite  co m p an io n s , 

 ̂ N an R o b e r tso n  of the *N ew Y o rk  T im es* ^an d  B onnie A ngelo .

A m ong p u b lish e rs , the S am uel N e w h o u se s  - -  she in  the m o s t  r e sp le n d e n t 

d r e s s  and  je w e ls . And the J a m e s  W ech sle r s of the New Y ork  P o s t .



THE WHITE HOUSE
^ W A S H I W a T O M

T u e sd a y , A ugust 2, 1966 P age  9

T h e re  w e re  o ld  f r ie n d s . T he A rth u r  K rim s  and  the Ed W e is ls .

One of m y fa v o r ite  m o m en ts  w as w ith  D r. and M rs . L ou is  E i l e r s  - -  

he is  the E x ecu tiv e  V ice P r e s id e n t  of E a s tm a n  K odak C om pany an d  I have 

b ee n  y ea rn in g  to get them  in te re s te d  in  the w hole b e a u tif ic a tio n  p ro g ra m .

T hey  h av e , th ro u g h  a  s o r t  of a  s id e  d o o r ,/h e lp in g  sp o n so r the  C o n fe ren ce  

.. of Young P e o p le . A nd he w as m o re  e x c ited  th a n  I w as aboiit the p o s s ib i l i t ie s  

of i t .

F ro m  the A r t  w o rld  th e re  w ere  the R o b e rt M e r r i l ls .  I am  s u re  th e se  

o ld  w a lls  ex p ec ted  to re so u n d  to h is  vo ice! He h a s  sung fo r  u s  so often , b u t 

traygpjagK. ton igh t h e  w as a  g u es t. And M rs . Is a a c  S te rn  w ithout h e r  h u sb an d  

who h a d  a  c o n c e r t .  And the D ore  S ch a ry s .

I  am  g etting  a  l i t t le  c o n c e rn e d  th a t o u r in v ita tio n s  to those  in  the  w o r ld  

of a r t s  and  l e t t e r s  b r in g  a  h ig h e r  p ro p o rtio n  of r e g r e t s ,  a lthough  I know th a t 

a  n ig h t fo r  them  m ay  m ea n  a  $1 0 ,0 0 0  BasnteBBte c o n c e r t  - -  an  a p p e a ra n c e , the  

b re a k in g  of w h ich  w ould  b e  a  r e a l  s c a r  to  th e ir  c a r e e r .  B ut I  s h a ll  t r y  to  sen d  

o u r  in v ita tio n s  e a r l i e r  and  p e rh a p s  m o re  c a re fu lly .

A t l a s t  the in te rm in a b le  lin e  w as o v e r , an d  I took the P r e s id e n t  and  we  

w en t in to  the B lue R oom  to s i t  w ith  the A m b assad o r on m y  le f t  a n d  P e te r  W arb u rg  

a n d  Abe F o r ta s  an d  D oro thy  Schiff and  D avid  G in sb u rg  and  Abe F e in b e rg  an d  

O gden R e id  an d  V irg in ia  R usk , B e ss  a lw ays ch o o ses  such  a  d e lig h tfu l tab le  

fo r  m e . And i t  w as good c o n v e rsa tio n . The P re s id e n t  is  ta lk a tiv e  - -  a lm o s t  

garrulous. W e d is c u s s e d  the b i r th  of a  co u n try  th a t is  m ad e  up of people fro m  

100 n a tio n s , bound to g e th e r  on ly  by Ju d a ism . He hangs h is  w hole hope of
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m ak in g  u n ity  out of them  on ed u ca tio n . E s p e c ia lly  on ed u ca tio n  beg inn ing  

. in  e a r ly  youth . So does h is  w ife . He to ld  m e an  in te re s t in g  th ing  too th a t a t  

the end  of the w a r  he h ad  gone to  s u rv e y  the c o n c e n tra tio n  cam p s  in  G e rm a n y .

A m b a ssa d o r  H a rm an  is  to  m e one of the m o s t in te re s t in g  a n d  cap ab le  

lo o k in g  A m b a s sa d o rs  h e r e .  Som ehow the  su b je c t of u n em p lo y m en t in su ra n c e  

c a m e  up, an d  he sa id  they  h ad  none in  I s r a e l  - -  he w as a g a in s t  i t .   If u n em p lo y - ' ■ 

m e n t e v e r  c ro p p e d  up in  th e ir  econom y they u se d  in s te a d  pub lic  w o rk s . F o r  

in s ta n c e  they  cou ld  do an  u n lim ite d  am oun t of r e fo re s ta t io n .  And I  a sk e d  

h im  how they  e v e r  found t r e e s  th a t w ould  grow  on those  ro ck y , b a r r e n  h i l ls .
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He s a id  i t  .took a  lo t of ,r§ sea .rch  - - - a  c e r ta in  type of *pine had  b ee n  d is c o v e re d
('■

th a t  w ould g row . And than  he sa id  r a th e r  i r i l ^  ah ey  w ould n e v e r  be  good 

c o m m e rc ia l  t im b e r  b u t they  d ro p p ed  a lo t of n e ed le s  and  so  they  w o u ld  

r e p le n is h  the top s o il  - -  w hat a  long  le a d  tim e he is  th ink ing  of! And b e s id e s ,  

they  w ould r e lie v e  the a r id  lan d sc a p e  to the ey e .

T he m o m en t w hen the sing ing  v io lin s  com e in  i s  a lw ays the h ig h p o in t of 

a  d in n e r  to m e . It is  a  th r i l l  to  a l l  the g u e s ts . And ton igh t they  p lay ed  one 

th a t I  n o tic e d  the P r e s id e n t  b eg an  to b e a t  tim e  to an d  sm ile d  - -  a  f a v o r ite  of 

his' ,

F o r  the f i r s t  tim e , I thought o u r m enu  w as r a th e r  s p a r s e .  S u m m er 

• g a rd e n  soup  an d  f i l le t  of so le  - - n o  re d  m e a t. . The d e s se r t  n am ed  g ra c e fu lly  

a f te r  the P r e s id e n t 's  w ife "L a  Sae R a c h e l" .

I a sk e d  the P re s id e n t  to au to g rap h  m y  m enu , and  he w ro te  a t  the b o tto m ,
- ■ - ' ....-V'"...........................................

" M a z e l  To v " . B oth  he  an d  the A m b a ssa d o r  s ig n ed  th e ir  n a m e s  in  H ebrew .
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W hen we dine in  two ro o m s , we have had  tro u b le  b e fo re  w ith  the lo u d - 

s p e a k e r  in  h e a r in g  the to a s t  of the P re s id e n t  fro m  the S ta te  D ining R oom .

I had  tak en  a ll  the p re c a u tio n s  I  could  to be s u re  i t 's  in  good o r d e r ,  a l e r t  us  

to i ts  b eg in n in g  b y  an  a id e  knocking on a  g la s s  o r  so m e th in g . So ton igh t 

i t  w en t b e t te r .  And th en  6J**-Presiden Shazar responded a t  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  len g th

and  c h a rm in g ly . T hen  we w ent out in to  the H a ll fo r  co ffee . And I took 

M r s .  Shazar^w ho is  a  b it o ld  fo r  s tan d in g  in tô  the so fa  in  the G re e n  Room  

w hile  M ath ilde  K rim  d e lig h ted  the P re s id e n t  and  h e r  by te llin g  them  ab o u t 

h e r  y e a r s  a t  the W eism an  In s titu te  in I s r a e l .

: „ A r th u r  h ad  s«yt nex t to  M rs . N ugent a t  d in n e r - -  a  happy ch o ice  of 

B e s s 's .  One can  a lw ay s  depend  upon h im .

The e n te r ta in m e n t w as R udolf S e rk in  a t  h is  p iano . I  in tro d u c e d  h im  

b r ie f ly  m an  who in  the p ro u d  tra d it io n  of h is  re lig io n  is  a  s c h o la r ,  a  

w o r k e r ,  an d  a  su p re m e  a r t i s t .  And he d id  a v e ry  s h o r t  p ro g ra m  of B ach , 

M en d e lsso h n  an d  B ra h m s .

I  w ish  you co u ld  hav e  seen  the r a p t  e x p re ss io n  on Abe F o r t a s 's  fa c e . 

I t  w as a s  though L a n c e lo t had  found the H oly G ra il .

Though d ra m a  is  m y f i r s t  love and  m u s ic a ls  w ith  gay  c h o re o g ra p h y

p e rh a p s  m y  second^ I f e l t  v e ry  p ro u d  of h is  w onderfu l p ro g ra m . A nd w hen

L u c i c o n g ra tu la te d  h im  a f te rw a rd s ’, she sa id  so m eth in g  lik e  I t 's  a s  though
!( . 

you p o u red  your so u l o u t th ro u g h  y o u r m u s ic . And he b e a m ed  a t  h e r .

I r e a l iz e d  the P re s id e n t  and  M rs . S h azar cou ld  n e v e r  c lim b  th o se  

n a r ro w  s te p s  sa fe ly  fo r  o u r  p ic tu re s  w ith  the a r t i s t .  So I h e ld  ou t m y  hand
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to h im  an d  he d escen d ed  and  we m an ag ed  th e s^ n o t so  skillfu lly j a s  o th e r  

g u e s ts  b eg an  to c lu s te r  a ro u n d  to thank  h im .

F o r  a  P re s id e n t  «  who is  n e a r ly  80, an  e a r ly  b ed tim e  m a k e s  good 

s e n se .. So we e s c o r te d  them  to the N o rth  P o r tic o  abou t 11:30 an d  Lyndon 

l in g e re d  on ly  ab o u t 1 /2  a n  h o u r a f te rw a rd . And a l i t t le  p a s t 12:00 I too w as 

u p s ta i r s  to  h e a r  th a t L ynda B ird  who h ad  taken  W arrie  Lynn to c e le b ra te  

"h er b ir th d a y  by  e a tin g d in n er w ith  a l l  the m i l i ta ry  a id e s  in  the m e s s  had  

a d jo u rn e d  to the T re a ty  Room  w ith  a  b ir th d a y  cak e .

It had  b een  an  in te re s t in g  even ing . I fe lt  I  have g o tten  m o re  in s ig h t 

in to  the b ir th  of th is  c o u n try .

C, B oth  M rs . S h aza r and  h e r  h u sb an d  have b e e n  b u ild e rs  of the I s r a e l i

n a tio n  fo r  50 y e a r s .  She s e tt le d  by  the Sea of G a lilee  in  one of the f i r s t  

k i b b u t z  --in 1912 w ork ing  in  the f ie ld s  an d  cooking and  lau n d e rin g  

an d  l a t e r  e d itin g  a  m o n th ly  la b o r  m ag az in e  fo r  w om en. And she  s t i l l  w o rk s  

a t  ed u ca tio n  fo r  the v e ry  young^and a t  b e a u tif ic a tio n .

M y m a in  fee lin g  a t  the end  of the  day w as s a tis fa c tio n  th a t the s ta ff  

h ad  done so  w e ll, an d  th a t L u c i and  P a t  had  m in g led  w ith  the  g u e s ts  so 

g ra c e fu lly  a l l  even ing . In fa c t  B e tty  B ea le  h ad  sa id  th a t r o m ance  h ad  

o v ersh ad o w ed  the p o li t ic a l  w o rld  l a s t  n igh t. T he g u e s ts  a t  P r e s id e n t  an d  

M rs .  Jo h n so n 's  d in n e r  fo r  I s r a e l i  ‘Bawklf P re s id e n t  and  M rs . S h a z a r  w e re  

m o re  in te re s te d  in  g re e tin g  o r  g e ttin g  a  good look a t  L uc i and  P a t  th an  th ey  

w e re  in  m e e tin g  the f ig u re  of S ta te . A nd they w e re  fa sc in a te d  w hen Lynda  

look ing  s le n d e r  and  b ea u tifu l in  pa le  yellow ^dim pled  w ith  obvious p le a s u re  

w hen a sk e d  if  G eorge H am ilto n  w as co m in g  to the w ed d in g .”




