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It was a day that had caused Bess and me to flinch when we first heard

ébou_t it -- a State Dinner planned for the week of the wedding ’J/ Yes. President .

Shazar of Israel and Mrs. Shazar.,,Let's just say it was a challenge, and it

turned out quite happily, as exhausted as everybody must haﬁre been at the end

of the day.
Isabelle Shelton's description: “"The White House was a madhouse
yesterday", was actually pretty accurate.

The last of the bridesmaids, Beth Jenkiné, a'rrivedka.nd I hurried to

find her in the lovely blue Toile bedroom to give her a hug. The young man

she is going to marry, Peter Alea$, had come up too to plan their day.

" Then I stopped by the solarium which has suddenly turned into an office

‘with Susan Ray as head of the brigade.--‘ﬁxé bridesmaids -- as many of the

——

12 as she can gatherjare attacking the flood of letters, i_xearly a thousand a
week that Luci has been receiving. They are opening them, reading them,.
stapling them and sorting therr; into four different piles for later answeﬁng.
They ke-ep oﬁ finding some that are so dear, so delightful, bthey think they
oﬁght to have a special answer, So I gave Susan another chore. I tolci her
;here vs.;asvplenty of the blue staiionery with: Luci's name on top which w111
not mﬁch longer be her name and thé White House on the envelope which
will no longer be her address, and I would just love for her to answer ;a,s'_
mahy as she could at Luci's request,

It was Warrie Lynn's birthday, and so I wrapped a package of the

“bridge cards that Lyndon gives and wished that sweetest of our friends a
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happy day. She is at Lynda's side every minute. She is conscious of the

special meaning of this week for Lynda. She is a good friend.

: : : . i1
And down in the kitchen, Ferdinand and two assistants wereil pulling

Vs To | - .
taffy se;rd::ccf’speak7making the sugar concoction that will turn into the roses

to decorate Luci's 7-layer wedding cake.

Meanwhile, a delivery truck rolled up bearing a huge piano for

~ Mr. Qerkin to plajr that night. And in it came through the halls -- he always

briﬁgs his own iﬁstrument. Later, I understaﬁd, he hé.d é quiet practice
period on the stage. Maybe he wé.s the only quiet man in the house, We were
directing tours: of Mrs. Nﬁgent's friends and 'family thrdugh i:)eca.use there won't
be much chance later in the week to do so.

And in the Libbrary' in the afternoon, Luci and Pat were giving a filmed
interview to three television .networks with Nancy DickefSOn asking ‘t;he
questiOns for NBC.' My heart went out to her, She‘ had just received word
some hours before that kt’ daddy had died, alrid she was .leaving righf: after the

ety -
interview. I remembered Dollie's statement: ”Shocl_c carries its own
a.nes'th'esia."', and Nancy is a professional. -

And Bess, the always calm, was taking Mrs., Nugent out to the Shrine

to decide how it would be best for her to manage the long walk. She is an

amputee. She never mentions it -- one scarcely notices it. But it does limit

her ability to negotiate those vast steps and longaisles.

So if wa..s a busy day.
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Sometime in the m orning, I went down to see Willie Day in her lair

and saw the most wonderful gift from the Engelhan,&s -~ a Winslow Homer

_ ‘drawing of the ""Apple Picker'" -- small, charming. I do nbt know the medium,

but touched somehow with a little color. A perfect jewel.
And most amazingly, there was a very old figure of the Virgin and Child
from Abe and Carol. I found later that it had been made by Austrian nuns

alm ost a century ago/',with-the tiniest detail perfecto__ -

_ _Pmbroidered garments, tiny beads, the most; exquisite expressions.

An antique cake basket from Van Cliburn; an Onderd.ock drawing from
Nancy Negley. | |

I stopped by. tﬁe cofridor outside the theatre to see the display.of‘
White Hoﬁse brides that Jim I_éej:chum has just finished. Frorﬁ Maria.Mc‘mroe'
throﬁgh the niece of Presidént VVQOArow Wilsor.1 who had married Isa#é Stgé_rt
McElroy and who .had sent us the cake box and the broach that she w.ore at.
the wedding. It ;vas a delightful =i display, but it kepf on saying to me, ''Save,
save ---rem-ernber to leave to the,White Houvse, to the‘ Johnadn Library, to fhe
Smithsonian’if it wants it, and very ‘especially to Luci and to us, interésting

things from this wedding." There was so little really. &« icturf.s- of eight

. brides, one invitation, an autographed place card from Woodrow Wilson done

in pencil,

I stopped by sks=mxikx the kitchen to see what I could find for lunch;' Zeéhyr_ -
- said they had fed 19 -- there wasn't a bit of cold beef left. So I settled for

. bacen and eggs again,
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I phoned Laurence Rockefeller to thank him for his wonderful offer
of the visit to the Grand- Tetons or the Virgin Islands and for all the help on
getting the children off on their honeymoon. He left it open-end -- that
invitation -- and how much I hope I can take it up some other time .

Then the very nicest moment of the day came. Lyndon called and
said, "Could you find Luci and Pat and bring them over to the office or
find me wherever  am. Ineed some cheering up. And [ want to give them
their wedding present. "

I rounded them up, we went. He was in his office. He bought
Government Bond which would mature in 7 years, and on the envelope there
was a very sweet message. He had written it. "To our children who bring

If
That is the way I remember it. One can be

'

us so much joy and strength. '

sure of anything in this world, it is that those two will have need of something

special 7 years from now -- the just perfect desk to put in the bay window

of a house they may be building, or an antique chest to lend character to their
fesi living room, or maybe a vacation. [ was strangely gratified that Luci
herself had told m e days before that that was what she would like most to
have was a Government Bond. And the reason why, is that she remembered
that when we first married we had started buying one each month and had
kept it up for years and years. It sows seeds. You never know whether it’s

A A
right fertile ground ‘and”bear fruit. It's always a pleasant surprise when they do.
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Jean Louis came over about 6:30, and from then on it was a round of

hair-combing and dressing for the State Dinner. Iwore my most elegant

vdrevss -~ the printed chiffon. And at 20 minutes of 8:00 I was madly [Shoning

' Lyndon's"office to get hi»mvover to geﬁ dressed so we could meet the President o

on the 'fron}:-_Portico at 10 minutes of 8:00, He is the swiftest dresser in all

et WY

the world, He could have done it if he hadn't gotten hung up. on the telephone

but we were down 8 just a few minutes late -- exactly at the morment the big.

' _blaék limousine, fluttering the flags of the United States and the Star of David '

drove up and out stepped the elderly, affable, big-domed, Président Shazar

and his equallj} elderly, soft spoken, but I believe strong minded'\‘;vife,' Raéhael

- - Shazar.

We took them up to the Yellow foom with their Ambassador and
Mrs. Harma.h, the three membeij_s of their party, the Vice Preéident and -

Muriel, Dean and Virginia, Dorothy Goldbei'g -- mAmbassador ié out of

‘the counﬁry -- and the Fortas' and our Ambassador Mr. Barbour, alféady |
- waited for us. - |

| oIt Wasx'driﬁk's and conversati\ovnvand exchange of gifts. \And.hexy'e“I‘ find o
'myﬁelf "inept' at béing able .t&nvove‘ péoplé .like imagés on a ;hest b.oazfd‘. - |

- partiéularly when they are 77 'year'_.s old and probably a bit deaf'. Theie. is an |

aggressiveness, cloak’ed_ in velvet, that I wish I could cultivate. .

I wé.s really enjoying hearing Mrs. Shazar talk in her very quiet voice

" about the speech she had made to a luncheon group about education of the very

young in Z=mml Israel, Actually, about makin‘g‘, Israel into a Nation ~- with
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‘considerable accent on beautification. But my relaxed enjoyment couldn't

be wholeheartedbec'au-se I must move tnem over towa.r'dthe desk and show SR |
them' our guExER gifts --'the sets of the works of I’hOmss _J'efferson ina.
special b.ookca'.se, Art books for Mrjs. Shazar, a pict\rre ofl Lyndon in'a sil.veri
frarlne.‘, a little srlver box from me. _I arn not yet satisfied with out ‘gjifts‘.
Although President Shazar was q_uick to say ne knew che w_orks of Thomas
Jefferson, they had Been :tra.nsla.ted into his langdege. o |

And then we saw theirs -- modern 511ver candle st1cks for Luc1 and

Pat. _Gold, silver and bronze medallions which commemorated the visit of

~ Pope Paul VI to Israel, and very wonderfnl medallions that told the history

of their Nation -- one side the ancient Israel, AtheBibl}iéal inscription; on the
other side the modern Isra.el, the.ir.nplyements of agricuitura.l and industry.
Then there was a great Blble all in Hebrew - ponderous, handsome, an 1tem
for the L1brary.

Iwas a bit thro_wn when the xnilitaryentered and remo{red the 'eoIors',f

because that is always the signal for us to line up and follow them downstairs

. vfor the official picture. Not so. Jiinmy Symington shook his head at me,
- and I realized thet becanse of their age, we would not Be marching down those

‘slick marble stairs. W e would instead be going down in the elevator with .

them a few m inutes later. And we did, crossing the hail to assume our usual

'pose at the foot of the Grand staircase for the battery of photographers.

Then to "Hail to the Chlef” -- it never fa1ls to stnke that hlgh note of

excitement in your heart -- we marched into the East Room to what was -

PR T
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undoubtedly the longest, 'slowest receiﬁving line for any State Dihner I can’
remember.

190 guests, many of whom wanted to ma. great deal be 51de Sha.lom.
- i i e, ¥~ -
_ They had been to Israel they had wisited that t1e w1th Israel
Because the stage was already occupy1ng one- thu'd of the room, the
guests-were.rather crowded»m a doublle line in the rema.inmg two-thirds that
lacked a bit of eleg_a.nee and = pi'ecision Ilove to keep in the se affairs,
- -F-rom the Cabinet, there were Joe and Trudy Fowler,' and Lee e.ndw stu

Udall with the most marvelous tans from their vacation. And every Senator

e i e

" with any Jewish blood. Senator Javits whose wife had just written that
: ' : o ' . Maurine
Washington is a provincial town, Senator and Mrs. Ribicoff. And Mexoeen

Ne'trbefger with her husband Dr. Philip Solomen ---it may be her last time

here for a State dinner, Af;d among others, Senator Hicke’nloopé:_: without Verna,

ahd-Senator and Mrs, Karl Mundt, I observed that the Robert Keimedys
declined. Mrs. I_{eﬁnedy.ie away.

y - There were two Goverhors: Rlchard Hughes of New Jersey and his
. 'w'onderful ebullient wife. And the Nelson Rockefellers -~ a more attractwe
: ' " the most = -

group of brothers I never saw Ha.ppy had on one of /e stnkmg dresses
of the ev_enmg, ~white and red printed chiffon. .

And an enormou‘s group of House members, including I believe all of

the Jews.

- And Averell and Marie Harriman, th amusingly described the difficulties - |-~

of anybedy introducing him and the Amba.ss‘_adqr from Israel at the same time -~

i g e e e e e - e cemai e e e e B s
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» ’Mr; Avraham Harman and Mr, Averell‘ Harrifnan.

And Dorothy and Leonard Marks.

‘And from the staff: .Walt Rostow, ‘and Marvin -= very seldom do he .

and his pretty Marian’accept anything.' And the Milt Semers., And the

Bob'Flemings -~ Iam glad to seevhirn sometime that is not a stressful
occasion. .

7

a State Dinner is an interesting way. There are always ethnic groups.  And

there are. always organizations- representing the interests of these groups.

mul itudinous

And one comes to realize how RRXEIXSHURSER are those organizations -- the

: Ameriea‘n“';TeWish C’omﬁﬁfteé'}"fhe’ Synagogue Cduneii of Americxa;‘ fhe 'Devei—epment

' Feinberg
Corporatmn for Israel (that was Abe m)a Umted Israel Appeal and.

the United Jew1sh Appeal

F;om kuzinex labor there was that bouncing pixie. David Dubinskf. He

' Whispered to'me that he thought everything was going fine. _And Jacob Potofsky, .
v whom last I had seen standmg at the foot of the Statue of leerty a.lmost w1th

B tears in his eyes on the day of the signing of the bill, And Alex Rose who'-

pausedm the line to-get.....' } o

The press was- quxte happlly represented Mr. vGuggenheim of *'Newsday“,—'

'and the Ralph Harns of “Reuters"/ the Lee H111s of the “'Knlght Newspapers“-' ~

Louise Hutchinson of the *’Chlcago Tr;bune"/. And two of my favorite compa.nmns,
Nan Robeftsen of the *New York Times* and Bonnie Angelo." a

. Among pubhshers, the Samuel Newhouset,s - she in the most resplendent ;

“dress and jewels. And the James Wechslelts of the New York Post.
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_Thevrewere old friendsi. The Arthur Krims and the Ed Weisl\"_’s.‘

One ol my favorite moments ‘was' with Dr. and‘Mvrsv._ Louis Eile‘rs -
he ls the Exec‘utive Vice President of EaStrnan Kodak Cofnnany and I have
been yearmng to get them mterested 1n ‘the whole beaut1f1cat1on program..

They have, through a sort of a s1de door 7he1p1ng spOnsor the Conference

- e L
s AL L2

- of Young People. And he was more exc1ted‘thanl wa s about the pOSS1b111t1es o
of it.
From the Art world there were the Robert .Merrillsv. I.am sure these
old’ Walls enpected to resound. to his v‘oice{_ He has snng fol--us S0 oflte.n; but
wm_tonightbhe. was.a guest. . And Mrs.. _Isaac‘Ste'rn"iiv'lthoiit'hei"' husband
."wh‘o hada c'oneert. And the Dore Scharys. B | |
Iam getting a little concerned that our' invitations'to those in the world
of arts and letters brlng a hlgher proportmn of regrets, although I know that
| a mght for them ma.y mean a $10, 000 m concert -~ an appearance, the‘_
breakmg of wluch would be a real scar to their career. But I shall try to send‘ ‘
. .our invita.tions.earlier‘ and pe.rhaps ‘more carefully.’ -
At last the mtermmable lme was over, and I took the Pres1dent and We

v went 1nto the Blue Room to s1t)w1th the Ambassador on my left and Peter Wa.rburg

.'and Abe Fortas and Dorothy' Schiff and Dav1d Gmsburg and Abe Femberg a.nd
Ogden Re1d and V1rgm1a Rusk, Bess always chooses such a dehghtful table
for 1 me. And it was good conversation. The Presxdent is talkative -- almost

6@&&&1&5 We dlscussed the b1rth of a country that is made up of people from

100 nations, bou.nd together xonly' by Judalsm. He hangs his whole hope of

b
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making unity out of them on education. Especially on education beginning

“in early youth. So does his wife. He told me an interesting thing to‘o’ that at

the end of the war he had gbne to survéy the concentration camps in Germany.

Ambassador Harman is to me one of the most interesting and capable -

" ment ever cropped up in their economy they used instead public works. For

instance they could do an unlimited amount of reforestation. And I asked

him how they ever found trees that would grow on those rocky, barren hills. .

that would grow. And than he said rather whey would never"bAe good

commercial timber but they dropped a lot of ‘ne,‘edles and so they wrould

\

'replenish the top soil _-4 what a long lead time he is thinking o . Andbesides,

they would relieve the arid landscape to the eye.

. The moment when the singing violins come in is always the highpoint of .

- a dinner to me, It is a thrili to all the guests. And tonight they played one
that I noticed the President began to beat time to and smiled -- a favorite of

his.:

. . For the first time, I thought our menu was rather s.pai'se}' Summer ‘

--garden soﬁp and fillet of sole -- no red meat. . The deSertxname'dvgracefully :

¢

————

' after the ‘Presidentfs wife "ILa Saie_ Rachel",

I asked the President to autograph'my. menu, ar§d he wrote at the bottom,

"™ azel 'Z.o.v". Both he and the Ambassador signed their names in Hebrew.

vlookin.g‘"Ambas_sadors here. Somehdw the subject of uneinplovmeﬁt insurance ©

[T S

) cam,e;-u,pv, .and he said ',th,ey::h.ad none in Israel -~ he was aga.insit' it‘.‘""_I:E uneffif)‘io;-‘.‘k i

‘He said it togk a lot of research --.a cer.tainftype‘-of«p'ine‘-had been discovered |

“
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When.we dine in two "room»s, we have had trouble before with the loud-

" speaker in 'hearing the toast of the President from the State Dining Room.

I had taken all the precautions I could to be sure it's in good order, ale;'f us

to its beginning by an a.ide'knock:ing on a glass or something. So tonight

it went better. And then hh-e—Pres:.deM;ded at very oOnsiderable,length

/\

and charmlngly ‘Then we went out into the Hall for coffee. "And I took

Mrs. Shazar who is a b_it old for standing} in\o the sofa in the Green Room'
ﬁhile Mathilde le;im "‘de'livghl‘:ed the President andherby telling them about
her ‘yea.re at tﬁe Weisman Institute in Israel. o

3 '. Ar,thu‘r had sot-;next to. Mrs. Nugent at dinner -- a hapny choice of -
Bese's. vOne ~c:a.n al;;vays depend upon him., | .

The entertamment was Rudolf Serkin at h1s p1ano. 1 mtroduced him

: briefly --é man who in the proud tradition of h1s rehgmn is a scholar, a -

»

- worker, and a supreme artist, And he did a very short progra.m of Bach.

Mendelssohn and Brahms.
- I‘\.wish you could ha've_- se_en the rapt expression on Abe Fortas's face. |
It was as though' Le.neelot had found f.he Holy G;;ail.
Though dferna is rny firet.: love 'and musicals with gay choreography _
perhepsifny second Ifelt veny nroud of his uronderful orogram. And when

Luci congratulated h1m afterwards, she sa1d somethmg l1ke ﬁt's as though
. {

you poured your soul out through your music., And he beamed at her. '

I reahzed the Pre31dent and Mrs. Shaza.r c0u1d never. chmb those -

narrow_steps safely for our pictures with the artist. So I held out: my ha.nd
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' | to hitn and he descended andwe managed ZheUAnot so skillfullyras othet.
éuests began to cluster areund to. thank him. |
_‘ For a Preeident xa: who is nearly 80, A a.ln.early b‘edtime makes good
sense.. ,. So we eecorted them“tov the North Portieo abdut 1 1"30 an.d 'Lfmdon”
hngered only about 1/2 an hour afterward And a little past 12:00 I too was

upstaus to hear that Lynda Blrd who had taken Warrie Lynn to celebrate

“her blrthday by eatihg dmner w1th all the m111tary a1des in the mess had

_ adJourned to the Treaty Room w1th a b1rthday ca.ke.
It had been an intere sting evening. | felt I have gotten rnore insight
into the birth of this counti'y.
, ( R " Both Mrs. Shazar ‘and’ ‘her husband have be"en‘ bu11ders of the Israeh '
./”‘\ o natlon for 50 years. She settled by the Sea of Gahlee m one of the f1rst |
X%WJM W 1912 workmg in the fields and cookmg and laundermg
and later editing a monthly labor magazme for women. And she stil_l worke
at educat1on for ,_the very youn‘g' and at beautiﬁcation. |
My mam feehng at the end of the day was sat1sfact10n that the staff
" -had done so well, and that Luc1 and Pa.t had mmgled w1th the gueste 50 |
gracefully all evemng. In fact Betty Beale had said that“romance had

/

oversha.dowed the pohtmal world last mght The guests at President and :

.Mrs._ Johnson 8 d1nner for Israeh Bmk PreSident and Mrs. Shazar were 4

. more interested in greeting or getting a good look at Luci and Pat than they =

| (- . were 4in meeting the figure of State.- And they were fascma.ted when Lynda

— y lookmg slender and beaut1fu1 m pale yellow) dlmpled w1th obv1ous pleasure A s

~when asked if George -Ham11ton was commg to the wedding."






