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■ ■ ■ V '  . ■ j r -
I  w o rk e d  w ith  A shton  on th e  l i s t  fo r  p ic tu re s  fo r  O kam oto , At k in s , 

K nudson. I c a lle d  good f r ie n d s  to he lp  them  - -  A sh ton  h e r s e lf ,  M a rie ,

June W hite, E lo is e  T h o rn b e r ry , M ary  R a th e r , W illie  D ay T a y lo r , W ea ze 

D eathe . We h ad  a  l i t t le  m ee tin g  w ith  the th re e  p h o to g ra p h e rs .

T he house  w as hu m m in g . A s I w en t up and  down in  the e le v a to r , 

a  p a in te r ,  ob livio u s  to, the c o m in g s  and  goings of a ll  of u s  w as touching  

up the gold le a f  - -  it h ad  ju s t  b ee n  p a in ted  the w eek  b e fo re  and  a  huge p ie c e  

of p lum bing  m a te r ia l  c a r r i e d  u p s ta i r s  h ad  d am ag ed  i t .  Wa sh ab le  c u r ta in s  

a l l  o v e r  the h o u se  have been  down and a r e  going b a c k  up . B e ss  and  the 

• ^ r e liable. M r. W es t,w e re , ro u n d in g  up fro m  the s to re -h o u se  lo n g  u n u se d

s c re e n s  and  finding  e v e ry  h a i r  d r y e r  th ey  can  to tu rn  the E a s t  H all -to the 

Je a n  L o u is  Beau ty  Pa r l o r  fo r  the l a s t  to u ch -u p  on S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g .

. T he L in co ln  R oom  i t s e l f  is  the h a b ita t of P r i s c i l l a  and  h e r  two f i t t e r s
 

an d  v a s t  c lo u d s  of p in k  tu lle  th a t the b r id e s m a id s  w ill w e a r  an d  a  r a c k  fu ll  of 

the long p ink  d r e s s e s .  How c h a rm in g  — u n d e r the h e m s  «Bfr the nam e of e a c h  

b r id e s m a id #  is  e m b ro id e re d  - -  the  o c c a s io n  an d  the d a te l  A nd a  sew ing 

m ach in e  ta k e s  i ts  p lace  in  the c o rn e r  o p p o site  the d e sk  th a t L in co ln  u s e d  

to * a t  h is  s u m m e r  hom e in  the o u ts k ir ts  of W ashington.

The. f i r s t  b ig  ev en t of the^da y  is  L u c i 's  p a r ty  f o r  the s ta ff . She h as  

g iven  ea c h  one of them  an  a u to g rap h ed  p ic tu re  of h e r  an d  P a t  s tro l l in g  a c r o s s  

the  W hite H ouse law n. It is  n o t Luci  to  be co n ten t w ith  ju s t  a  fo rm al  th an k -y o u . 

So i t  took h e r  n e a r ly  a l l  n ig h t to w r ite  fo r  each  of them  so m eth ing  th a t cou ld  .
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be fo r  h im  a lo n e . To N ick  S a lv ad o re , the C hef: "T o  N ick, w ith  deep  

a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  yum m y f r ie d  eggs and  h o m em ade to a s t .  B ut m o s t of a l l  

f o r  y o u r d e lig h tfu l s e n se  of h u m o r, your e v e r - s m il in g  face  an d  y o u r 

f r ie n d s h ip , L u c i an d  P a t ."  F o r  M ild re d  S teg a ll who had  b een  w ith  Lyndon 

s in c e  he w as in  the H ouse of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s :  "W ith  deep  a p p re c ia tio n  

fo r  b a b y -s i t t in g  and  b ir th d a y s , ;but m o s t of a l l  fo r  y o u r love an d  c o u n tle ss  

k in d n e s s e s ."  F o r  Sandy F o x  who do es  the w o n d erfu l c a ll ig ra p h y  h e re  a t  

the  W hite H ouse and  a ls o  m uch  of the a r t i s t i c  th inking  th a t goes in to  o u r p a r t ie s :  

"T o  Sandy F o x , a l ia s  Santa C lau s , w ith  deep  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  y o u r tim e ,

^ ta le n t, an d  in g en u ity  to w ard  m aking  o u r s ta y  h e re  d e lig h tfu l."  To F e rd in a n d ,

the p a s t r y  chef, who is  bak ing  h e r  6 -fo o t ta l l  w edding cak e  of 7 t i e r s ,  " F o r  

b ir th d a y  c a k e s , s u r p r i s e  c a k e s , and  y o u r e v e r- th o u g h tfu ln e ss  an d  u n d e r - 

s tan d in g , we s h a ll  a lw ay s be g ra te fu l ."   B u t the ch ild  h ad  s ta y e d  up n e a r ly  

a l l  n ig h t. T h e y  to ld  m e  la te r  she s tay e d  up u n til 2:30 and  got up a t  7:00 

s ig n in g  them .  So a t  ab o u t 11:00 she w en t b ack  to s lee p  an d  we woke h e r  a t 

2 :00 ju s t  to  g e t r e a d y  fo r  the p a r ty .

A nd h e r  D addy, who do es  the m o s t  s u rp r is in g  th in g s, w en t in to  

h e r  ro o m  a t  7:30 and  found  h e r  w o rk in g  a t  h e r  d e sk  and  w as s c a re d  to d e a th  

b e c a u s e  h e  though t sh e  h a d  b e e n  up  a l l  n ig h t. B u t I  w as  p le a s e d  th a t h e  

w ould  c a r e  so  m u c h . We a r e  bo th  c o n c e rn e d  r ig h t now th a t she no t be 

e x h a u s te d  on S a tu rd ay .
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T he s ta ff  p a r ty  w as an  u n q u a lified  s u c c e s s .  I took M r. an d  M rs . N ugent 

d o w n s ta ir s  w ith  m e . L u c i w as a t  the h ead  of the lin e  g re e tin g  ev e ry o n e . I 

w as  n ex t, and  then  I in tro d u c e d  them  to M rs . N ugent an d  M r. N ugent.

T he g u e s ts  w e re  the 100 o r m o re  cooks, b u t le r s ,  te lephone o p e r a to r s ,  

fo lk s  f ro m  the d is p e n s a ry , s e a m s t r e s s e s ,  the c r ip p le d  p a n try  boy  who is  one. 

of L u c i’s fa v o r i te s  - -  she  h e lp ed  n u rs e  h im  th ro u g h  the a c c id e n t w hen he lo s t  

bo th  h is  le g s .  T he d o o rm an^of whom P re s to n  B ruce^w ho looks m o re  lik e  an  

A m b a s sa d o r /^ is  s o r t  of the dean the g i r ls  from  L y n d o n 's  o ffice  - -  Y olanda, 

M a rie , V ick i, Ju a n ita . A ll of the d o c to rs  - -  B u r k l e y  F o x ,   and  L u c i 's

b e lo v ed  D r. Y oung. And M iss  C hap ow icki fro m  th e ir  o ffice . And two of 

L u c i’s s p e c ia l  fa v o r i te s ,  Bob K nudsen, who h a s  p h o to g rap h ed  h e r  a ro u n d  the 

c lo c k  an d  a ro u n d  the co n tin en t. And J im  K etchum , the C u ra to r ,  w ith  w hom  

she h a s  a  p a r t ic u la r  r a p p o r t .  He h e lp ed  h e r  do h e r  p a p e r  on the fu rn itu re  

an d  a r t  of the W hite H ouse . A nd of c o u rse  i t  w ould no t have b e e n  a  p a r ty  

w ith o u t Z e p h y r. I  w ould lik e  to have seen  w hat L uc i B a in es  w ro te  on h e r  

p ic tu re .  And M r. T rap h e s  B ry a n t - -  i t  i s  h a rd  to  say  w ho t r i e d  the m o s t 

to c o m fo rt w hom  a f te r  H im  w as k ille d  - -  L u c i o r  M r. B ry a n t. A nd L u c i’s , 

v e ry  s p e c ia l  f r ie n d s  I c o n s id e r  - -  a l l  of the te lephone o p e r a to r s .  T hey  

took  tu rn s  - -  4 o r  5 o r  6 - -  com ing , s tay in g  20 m in u te s  and  th en  o th e rs  

tak ing  th e ir  p la c e . M iss  B e v e r ly  C ole and  M iss M ary  C ro w  a r e  two of the 

r e a l  o ld - t im e r s .  And M a rg a re t  D eeb, though L u c i d o e sn ’t know i t ,  h a s  l iv e d  

w ith  the  b la c k  book fo r  the l a s t  th re e  m o n th s . It i s  the Bib le  - -  i t  c o n ta in s  

a l l  the in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t th is  w edding. And d e a r  W illie  Day w hose  h a b ita t in
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the b a s e m e n t h o u se s  a l l  the g ifts  an d  fro m  i t  go the th an k -y o u  l e t t e r s .

A nd Kristin  A n d e rso n  who is  in  c h a rg e  of an sw erin g  L u c i 's  m a il  an d  lo o k s

s c a r c e ly  o ld e r  than  L uc i h e r s e l f .

I 'v e  se ld o m  en joyed  a  W hite H ouse p a r ty  m o re  b e ca u se  i t  m e a n t so m e th in g  

to a l l  the g u e s ts .  W hen the p a r ty  se em e d  a t  i ts  height|!^, L u c i w en t to  the 

m ic ro p h o n e  an d  m ade a  b eau tifu l, s im p le , touching  sp eech  th a t soon h ad  the  ' ’ ' ‘ 

w hole ro o m  in  t e a r s  o r  s m ile s .  The b u tle r  b e s id e  m e b re a th e d , "S h e 's  

a  d o ll."

A s I w alked  a ro u n d  the ro o m ch a ttin g  w ith  g roup  a f te r  g ro u p  ev e ry b o d y  

k. . ta lk e d  ab o u t how m u ch  we a r e  going to  m is s  t h a t  girl I  to ld  them  th a t th is  ' '

w a s  the f i r s t  p a r ty  th a t she h ad  p lanned  - -  and  she had , b a c k  in  F e b ru a ry .

It w as h e r  sp e c ia l  r e q u e s t  th a t we get enough h e lp  fo r  ju s t  th a t one h o u r o r  

so , so th a t ev e ry b o d y  cou ld  leav e  h is  p o s t of duty and com e to  h e a r  h e r  sa y  

goodbye and  thank  you to them .

We h ad  m y  fa v o r ite  r e f r e s h m e n t  - -  a  huge punch bow l fu ll  of s tro n g  

co ffee  w ith  g r e a t  m o u n d s  of ice  c re a m . And I to ld  ev ery b o d y  th is  w as w hat 

w e#  s e rv e d  a t  L u c i 's  b ir th d a y  p a r t ie s  fro m  the tim e she w as th re e  y e a r s  o ld  

in  the b a c k y a rd  a t  30th P la c e  o r  a t  D illm an  - -  to a l l  the m o th e rs  w h ile  th e i r  

c h i ld re n  sw ung o r  cam e down the s lid e  o r blew  up b a llo o n s  - -  a l l  th o se  long  , 

y e a r s  fro m  ab o u t 3 to ab o u t 11 w h e n  so p h is tic a tio n  o v e rto o k  su ch  p a r t ie s .

It w as  in te re s t in g  to h e a r  a s  I w alk ed  a ro u n d  of how m any  y e a r s  m a n y  

of them  h a d  b e e n  a t  the W hite H ouse . B ack  to the  e a r l i e s t  of P r e s id e n t  

E is e n h o w e r 's  tim e , b ack  th ro u g h  T ru m a n 's  tim e , som e even  a s  e a r ly  a s
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P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt.

W ell, i t  w as an  u n q u a lified  s u c c e s s ,  and  L u c i stood  ou t a t  the doo r 

an d  h an d ed  out h e r  p h o to g rap h s  w hich  w ill I  b e lie v e  be c h e r ish e d . And I, h e r  

m o th e r , w as  the p ro u d e s t of them  a l l .

Lyndon h ad  co m e in to shake han d s fo r  abou t 15 m in u te s , and  th a t w as 

the  f in a l touch  fo r  i t .

L a te r  I saw  the w edding d r e s s  p ic tu re s .  Bob K nudsen b ro u g h t them  

to  m e .  No one had  se e n  th em . I a p p re c ia te d  h im  keep ing  i t  b e tw een  ju s t  

u s .  I  w as a n g ry  a t  m y se lf . I  h a d  b e en  th e re  and  w a tch ed  i t .  A nd I  shou ld  

h a v e  r e a l iz e d  th a t L u c i, a to p  th o se  b o x es , looked  m o re  lik e  a  m an n eq u in  show ing 

off a  d r e s s  than  lik e  a  b r id e .  It is  the b r id e  I  w an t the p ic tu re  of, n o t the 

t r a in  - -  n o t even  o v erw h e lm in g ly  the d r e s s .  L a te r  we show ed them  to L u c i.

She does n o t lik e  any  of the p ic tu re s  on the f lo o r . So they  a r e  ou t. And she 

is  qu ite  r ig h t  - -  h e r  face  is  m u ch  m o re  w in so m e, m o re  delicate>  -m ore p o ise d  

to -tak e -fl ig h t-in to -th e-w o rld  than  the p ic tu re s  th a t a r e  on top of the p y ra m id s  

of bo x es  b e c a u se  th o se  w e re  m ad e  in  the e a r ly  p a r t  of the o rd e a l  of two h o u rs  

w hen she w as s t i l l  f r e s h .

W ell, w e w ill  have to  see  w hat the a r t i s t  can  do in  b ru sh in g  out the 

a p p e a ra n c e  of the  b o x es .

L u c i 's  p a r ty  fo r  h e r  b r id e s m a id s  w as a t  6:30 in  the s o la r iu m . T he 

/  s o la r iu m  h a s  m ade h is to ry  in  a s m a ll  d o m estic  w ay d u rin g  the  2 y e a r s  and

8 m o n th s  th a t L u c i h a s  u se d  i t .  T on igh t, i t  w as fulijc of p re t ty  g i r l s  d r e s s e d  

in  s la c k s  an d  sh if ts  and  re a d y  to  re la x .  And the gay b u ffe t ta b le  w ith  the
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lo v e ly  l i t t le  ye llow  flow er c e n te r  p iece  r ig h t u n d e rn e a th  L u c i 's  s ig n a tu re  

p ic tu re  w ith  a n  im p ish , g rin n in g  face th a t she o r  H elene h ad  d raw n  m o re  

th a n  a  y e a r  ago  fo r  h e r  18th b ir th d a y  p a r ty .

T h e  m enu  w as  c ra b m e a t  c r e pes - -  m y  fa v o rite  - -  and  to m ato  b a s k e ts  

f i l le d  w ith  ch ick en  sa la d  w ith  f r e s h  f ru i t  g a rn ish e d  w ith  su g a re d  g ra p e s  an d  

m in t le a v e s .’

M rs ,  N ugent who is  r ig h t a t  hom e w ith  th e se  young folks^and I  s a t  on 

th e  so fa  and  w atch ed  the opening of the g if ts . L u c i h ad  them  a l l  s ta c k e d  in 

a  b a s k e t  an d  w en t fro m  b r id e s m a id  to b r id e s m a id  - -  to  Lynda B ird  f i r s t  - -  

a n d  gave them  the lov ing ly  w rap p ed  p a c k a g e s . A gold ch a rm  an d  b r a c e le t  

w ith  a  l i t t l e  f lo r a l  bo u q u et - -  the b r id a l  bouquet we h o ped  i t  lo o k ed  lik e  - -  

c e n te re d  w ith  the deep  p ink  ru b y s  - -  tiny  ones - -  and  on e ac h  c h a rm , the . : 

n a m e  of the  b r id e s m a id  an d  "A bo u q u et of f r ie n d sh ip  an d  lo v e  - L u c i -  8 /6 /6 6 ” .

T h e re  w e re  sq u ea ls  and  h ugs and  m o re  te a r s .

A nd b y  9:00 the p a r ty  w as o v e r and  ev ery b o d y  cou ld  have gone to  b ed .

B u t nobody se e m e d  in  the m ood. So we w en t d o w n s ta irs  to the  th e a tre  an d  

w a tch ed  a n  o ld  m ov ie  "H om e F ro m  the H ills "  b e c a u se  I had  to ld  L ynda B ird  

I  w ould lik e  to see  G eorge  H am ilto n  in  i t .   I  had  re a d  W illiam  H u m p h re y 's  

book .  I t 's  abou t E a s t  T ex as  and  the Big Th ick e t a r e a .   The p ic tu re  w as m ad e  

c lo se  to P a r is ,  T e x a s .  A nd I  know the type of peo p le .  R ig h t in  th e  m id d le  

 ̂ of the m o v ie  in  w alked  Lyndon w ith  M r. N ugent.  It a p p e a re d  th a t he had

b e en  ou t to  the b a l l  gam e to  se e  the W ashing ton  R ed sk in s  and  the B a ltim o re  

C o lts .  P a t  and  h is  daddy, fo r  h is  b a c h e lo r  p a r ty , h ad  tak en  a l l  the young
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m e n  who w ill be in  the w edding out to  a  p r iv a te  room  a t  the s tad iu m  - -  The 

D u gou t - -  and  th ey  h ad  h ad  a  sp re a d  of h a m b u rg e rs  and  ho t dogs and  so ft 

d r in k s  and  w atch ed  the b a l l  gam e. U ndoubtedly  the m o s t un ique and  c e r ta in ly  

the  m o s t  h a r m le s s  b a c h e lo r  p a r ty . I  r e a l ly  th ink  i t  w as d e lig h tfu l of P a t  to 

h av e  h i t  on th a t id e a . No w ild  r id e s  hom e a t  2:00 a .m .  a f te r  too m any  

d r in k s  fo r  a  p a r ty  such  a s  th is . A nd i t  w as innocence  no t c le v e rn e s s  th a t 

m a rk e d  h is  d e c is io n  I am  s u re .

Lyndon an d  I b eg an  sh ep h erd in g  L uc i up to bed  about 11:00, and  she 

r e a l ly  w as  in  b ed  by  12:00 I th ink .

T h ey  stopped  ^ o m e  fro m  the. H ill long enough to s e ^ b e c a u s e  Lyndon 

w a n te d  to^an in te rv ie w  w ith  J e r r y  N ugent in  V ie t-N am  th a t CBS h ad  done 

out on  H ill 41. He w as. h an d so m e , v e ry  m a sc u lin e , and  b r ie f - s p o k e n . “̂ L y n d o n  

h ad  an  u n u su a lly  h eav y  am o u n t of n igh t re ad in g  - -  m o s t of i t  b ad , b u rd e n so m e , - -  

i t  i s  h eav y  going fo r  h im  th e se  day s .

We ta lk e d  ab o u t the few  days a f te r  the w edd ing ._ I  had  th o ro u g h ly  in ten d ed  

to tak e  off. I  w ill n o t, I  am  o f som e h e lp  to  h im  ju s t  b e in g  h e r e  and  h e  le ts  \ 

m e know i t .


