ca pa'i_.nt;e_l_'.,v,Qb,liy‘iouhsgitoz the comings. and goings of all of us was touching . .
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I worked w1th AshtOn on the list for pictures for Okamoto, Asikms,
Knudson. - Icalled good friends to help them - AshtOn herself Marie,

June Whlte E101se Thornberry, Mary Rather, W1111e Day Ta.ylor, “Weeze

~ Deathe. We ha,d a little meetmg with the three photooraphers.

' The house_ was humming. As I went up and do_wn in the elevator,

up the gold leaf - it had just been painted the week before and a huge piece

of plumbing material carried upéta_.irs_ had damaged it. Washable curtains

all over the house have been down and é.i'e going back up. Bess and the

. .reliable Mr, West were. rounding.up f:t‘\dfn the storershouse long,/unused - P

screens and finding every hair dryer they can to turn the East Hall $e the
Jean Louis beauty parlor for the last touch-up on Saturday rvnorning'."

The. Lincoln Room itself is the habitat of Priscilla and her t;wo-‘ﬁtt.ers

_and vast clouds of pinkg 4 that the bridesmaids will wear and'a,ra'ck full of

the long. éin‘k' .d_résses. qu.cha:ming -~ under the hems&the name of each
bridesmaide is embroidered -- the o.<.:c':'a_sion and ‘the date. And :a‘sewin-g, :
machvir-ae..take;é its‘pla.ce in th»e éotnér ovpp'osite the‘de“s'k tha.,ﬁvLincvoln;uséd
hath1s -summér home iﬁ.the .'o‘ul.tsk_irtsﬂof Washington;

-"I‘he, first big event of t}’ly'aay is Luci's party for the staff. She has

‘given each one of them an autographed picture of her and Pat strolling across-

the White House lawn. It is not Luci to be content with just a formal thank-you.

' So it _tdok her nearly all night to write for each of them something _‘thaft could




Ve

R

for baby-sitting-and- bir.thdays;'-:but most of al'l-'for your 1ove and countle‘ssw‘

exhausted on Saturday.,

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON -

Wednesday, August 3, 1966 - . - N Lo Page 2

’ be for him alone, To Nick Salvadore, the Chef: “"To Nick,‘ with deep

apprec1at10n for yummy fried eggs and homemade toast. But most of all
for your delightful sense of humor, your ever-smiling faee and your' ‘,

fr1endsh1p, Luci and Pat " For Mildred Stegall who had been w1th Lyndon

~ since he was in the House of Representatwes ”Wlth deep apprec1at1on

" kindnesses.' For Sandy Foi Who does the wonderful calligraphy here at

the White House and also much of the artistic thinking that.goes into our parties:.
"To Sandy Fox; alias Santa Claus, with deep appreciatioh for your time,

talent, and ingenuity.toward making~our- stay here delightfui.." To Ferdin_a.-nd, L

- the pastrY chef, who is ba_king"her. 6-foot tall wedding cake of 7 tiers, 'f'For

birthday cakee, surprise cahee, and your.ever-thoughtfulness and under -

'standmg, we shall always be grateful u But the ch11d had stayed up’ nearly

all mght. They.told me later she sta.yed up until 2 30 and got up at 7: 00

signing them . So at about 11: OO she went back to sleep and we woke her at ;

D M ?.. 00 just to. get ready for the party.

And her Daddy, who does the most surpnsmg thmgs, went into '

g her room at 7:30 and found her workmg at her desk and was scared to death-

because'he thought she had been up all night. But I was pleased that he

~would care so much. We are both concerned right now that she not be =
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‘ 'i‘he staff party was-an'unqualified success. I took Mr, and Mrs. Nugent
dVOWns'tai_rs with me. Luei was af the head of the lihe greet:ir‘xg-eve’ryone. I
was'next, an‘dthen .I ihtredaced them to Mrs. Nugenf and‘Mr‘. 'Nuger‘xt. |
-'The'gﬁests Were the 100 or more éoék%, bu‘tlllexv'vs,, telephonei ‘operatore, |

folks from the dzspensary, seamstresses, the crippled pantry boy who is one

“of Luc1 s favorztes -- she helped nurse him: through the acc1dent when he lost -~

~
bot:h his legs. The doorman of whom Preston Bruce)who looks more like an N

Ambassador/\ is sort of the dean/ the girls from Lyndon s office -- Yolanda,

- featle :
: Mane, Vickl, Juanita. All of the doctors -- “ Fox, and Luci's

beloved Dr. Young. And Miss _,c_ha}ao_wic'}k»i»froi-n their office'.'" And two of :
Luci's special fav:or.ites', Bob‘ Knudsen, who has photographed‘her ae'oﬁnd the
clock and'areund the centinent; Anc_l Jim Ketchum; the Cufator, with whom
vshe has a pa.:fticular rappert. V‘He h.elped her de her paéer on ithe furnitu're '
and art of the White Hoﬁse; .'And of course it would not have been a .p.arty.:
without Zephyr. 1 wohld'like to ha.vve. .seen.'v;rh.at Luci Baines \&rdte on her
picture. And Mr. Traph&s Bryant -- it is ha.rd to say‘ who tried the most
to comfort whom after H1m was k111ed -~ Luci or. Mr Bryant, - And Luc1 s

very special friends I consider -- all of the telephone operators. They

" took turns -~ 4 or 5 or 6 "'.." coming, -staying 20 minutes and i:hen others

“taking their place. Miss Beverly Cele and Miss Mary Crow are two of the

real_ old-timers. And Margaret Deeb though Lucn doesn! t know it, has lived |
Wlth the black book’ for the last three months. It 1s the G1b1e -- it contains.

a_ll the information about thls_weddmg. : And dear Willie Day whose hab1tat in
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. the basement hOuses all the glfts and from it go the thank- you letters.

caisTn i ene e sl o
And Anderson who is in charge of a.nswering Luci's ma11 and looks

. scarcely older than Luci hersel'f.

I've seldom en_]oyed a Wh1te House party more because 1t meant somethmg

to all the guests When the party seemed at its he1ghty Luc:1 went to: the _

,‘ m1crophone and rnade a beautlful, snnple, touchlng speech that soon had the

whole room in tears or smiles.  The butler beside me breathed, ”She's_

a doll, v,

‘As I walked around the room chattmg with group after group everybody

 talked about how much we are gomg to miss that m 1 told them that this ™’

was the f1rst party that she had planned -- and she had, back in February
It was herv special‘ reguest that we get enough help for. just that one hour or
so, ;o' that everybody couitd_leaye his post of duty and corn‘e tou hear her say
goodbye and thank you to themv.i | |

‘We had my favorite refreshment -- a huge ‘punch bowl full 'ofstrong

: coffee With great m ounds of ice cream. And I told everybody th1s was what N
‘vwe' served at Luc1 s b1rthday part1es from the t1me she was three years old
~in thebackyard at 30th Place or at D111man --'to all the mothers while their

B children swung or came down the slide or blew up balloons -- all those long ‘.

yearé’from about 3 to.about 11 when._sophisticatio'n overtook such parties.
It was interesting to hear as I walked around of how many. years many
of them had been at the White. House. Back to the earhest of Pvre_'su_de(nt :

Eisenhower s time, back through Truman's time, some even as early as
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President Roosevelt,’

Well, it was an unqué,lified success, and Luci stood out at the door

- ‘and handed out her photographs which will I believe be ch'erished; And I, her .

mother, was the proudest of them all, -

- Lyndon had come in to shake hands for about 15 minutes, and that was -
the' final touch for it.”

Later I saw the wedding dress pictures. Bob Knudsen brought them -

tome. No one had seen them. I appreciated him keeping it between just

us. - I was angry at myself, I had been there and watched it. And I should

, havevrealviz__ed that Lu'_ci,,v atop those boxes, -looked more like a mannequin showing

off a dress than like a bride. It is the bride I want the picture of, not the -

———

train -- not even bve_rwhelmingly the dress, Later we showed them to Luci,

: She does -not like any of th'e pictures on the flo'or. So they éie out. And she

is qu1te r1ght -- her face is much more wmsome, more dehcate more p01sed

to-take—fhghb—mto—the.world than the p1ctures that are on top of the pyram1ds o

of boxes because those were made in the early part of the ordeal of two hours

When she was st1ll fre'sh.

~ Well, we will have to see what the artist can do in brushing out t,he -

appearance of the boxes.

' Luéi'é party for her bridesmaids was at 6:30 in the solarium, The
solar1um has made h1story in a small domestic way durmg the 2 years and
8 months that Luc1 has used it. Tomght, it was ful]; of pretty g1rls dressed

in slacks and shifts and ready to relax.’ And the gay buffet table with the




o

" mint leaves.
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lovely little yellow flower center piece right underneath Luci's signature

‘picture with an impish, grinning face that she or Helene had drawn more '

- than a year ago for her 18th birthday _party; '

The menu was crabmeat crapes -= my favor1te -- and tomato baskets

f111ed with chicken salad with fresh fru1t garmshed with sugared grapes and

Mrs, Nugent)wh’o is right.at home with these young folks)'and.l sat on
the sofa and watched the opening of the gifts. Luci had them all .stacked in

a basket and went from bri,desrna.id'to bridesmaid -- to Lynda Bird first -~

and gave them the lovingly wrapped pac‘kages.' A gold charm and bracelet o o
"~ with a. little floral bouqﬁ'et -~ the bridal bouquet we hoped it looked like -~
" centered with the deep p'ink rubys -- tiny ones -- and on each charm, the .

- name of the bride smaid and '_.'A' bouquet of friendship and love - Luci --8_/6/66'?. :

There were squeals and hugs and more tears. . e k

And by 9:00 the fpar'ty was over and everybody could have gone to bed.

" But nobody seemed in the mood.’ So we went downstairs to the theatre and

- 'watched an old movie "Home From the Hills" because I had told Lynda Bird

1 would like to see George Hanulton in 1t. I had read W1ll1am Humphrey s -

book, It's about East- Texas and the b1g th1cket area. The picture was »made

close to x Paris, Texas. Andsl know the type of p‘eOple. . Right in the middle .

of the movie in walked Lyndon with Mr. Nugent It appeared that he had

-been out to the ball game to see the Wash1ngt0n Redskms and the Baltrmore B

Colts., - Pat and his daddy, for h1s bachelor party, had ta.ken a11 the young

.......
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men who will be in the &eddmg out to.a prlvate room at the stadium -—’phe
@ugout -- and l:hey had had a spread of hamburgers and hot dogs and soft
~drinks and watched the ba11 game. Undoubtedly the most umque and certainly

the most harmless bachelor paft;}. 1 really thmk it was dehghtful of Pat to |
:ha_ve. hi‘t on'that‘ideaz, : No wild rides home at 2:00 a.m. after too many

drinks‘ for a part& such as thie. And it was inno‘cence Inot cleverness that
marked h:'rs decision Iam sure. |

Lyndon and I began shepherdmg Luci up to bed about 11: 00 and she

K really was in bed by 12:00 I thlnk

.’I "\‘

They stopped onme from the Hill long enough to see because Lyndon N
l/
ot
wanted to,an 1nterv1ew with Jerry Nugent in V1et Nam that CBS had done

 out on Hill 41 _ He was. handsome, very masculme, and br1ef—spoken.ﬂLynd0n

had an unusually heavy amount of night readmg -- most of it bad burdensome, -~

it is heavy gOmg for him these days. ‘

We talked about the few days after the weddmg I had thoroughly 1ntended _‘

to ta.ke Off I w111 not. 1 am °f some help to h1m _}ust bemg here and he lets i

me know it

ibm—




