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L u c i 's  w edding day b eg an  c le a r  and  b r ig h t  and  b ea u tifu l - -  a l l  we cou ld  

w ish . W h at I r e m e m b e r  of the m o rn in g  w as a  m o n tag e .

I  p u t on m y  w h ite  h o s te s s  ro b e  th a t Lyndon h ad  bought m e in  P a r i s  ten  

y e a r s  ago , w ent iii^o see  L u c i. She w as ea tin g  h e r  b re a k fa s t  w h ile  J e a n  L ou is  

w as doing h e r  h a i r .

A v in tag e  s c re e n  r e s c u e d  fro m  som e m u sty  s to re h o u se  - -  laist u s e d  in  

F D R 's  day  I th in k  - -  d e c o ra te d  w ith  sc e n e s  of V esuv ius e ru p tin g  and  s t r e e t s  

of R om an  c i t ie s  s tr e tc h e d  a c r o s s  the E a s t  H all^hiding w hat had  b eco m e a  

b e a u ty  p a r lo r  fo r  the day . T h e re  w e re  ta b le s  and  m i r r o r s  an d  c h a i r s  an d  

d r y e r s  an d  c h a tte r in g  b r id e s m a id s  in  ro b e s  o r a l r e a d y  in  th e ir  p in k  d r e s s e s  

( w ith  th e ir  h a i r  be in g  te a s e d  in to  h igh h a ir -d o 's  by  M r. G eo rg e  an d  one of

Je a n  L o u is ' g i r l s ,  an d  he h im s e lf  runn ing  in  and  out - -  an  h i la r io u s  s c e n e .

I  h ad  a sk e d  H elen  to be the g u a rd ia n  of the 5 8 -y e a r  o ld  ro s e -p o in t  la c e  , 

teBaBtea^SBBOtei^ h a n d k e rc h ie f  m ad e  by L u c i 's  g re a t  g ra n d m o th e r , R uth  A m en t  

H uffm an B a in e s  fo r  the w edding of h e r  d au g h te r. A unt Jo sep h a  B a in e s  S au n d e rs .

It had  s ta y e d  in  B e s s ' safe  u n til  th is  m o rn in g . And i t  w as h e r  t r e a s u r e d  

"so m e th in g  old" to c a r r y ,  a  lin k  w ith  h e r  g ra n d m o th e r 's  fa m ily . F o r  " so m e th in g  

new " i t  w as h e r  w edding d r e s s  of c o u rs e . W ill i t  be the " so m e th in g  o ld" fo r  
■ . ' p  ■ 

a  b r id e  in  the fu tu re . I hope so . And the ro s a r y ,  g iven by  P o p e  John  to 

L ynda B ird , w ill  be h e r  "so m e th in g  b o r ro w e d ".  H e r "so m eth in g  b lu e"  w a s  a  

go ld  lo c k e t t ie d  w ith  a  b lue  s a tin  r ib b o n  th a t b e longed  to  M rs . N ugent a n d  

co n ta in e d  baby  p ic tu re s  of P a t  an d  G e ra rd , J r .
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A nd then  th is  i s  w h ere  the public g e ts  in . She a c tu a lly  w as going to  

w ear-^sixpence in  h e r  shoe - -  the f i r s t  of m a n y  she re c e iv e d . It w as fro m  

A dele  R o so k ey , and  i t  h ad  com e b a ck  in  M arch .

L ynda B ird  w as runn ing  a ro u n d  sing ing  "G et Me to the C h u rch  on T im e " . 

T he g a y e s t, m o a t h e lp fu l, m o s t e ffic ie n t - -  no s u rp r i s e  - -  of an y  of the 

b r id e s m a id s .

- I d r e s s e d  e a r ly .  T he day  is  to be f la w le s s . We m u s t a l l  be  on tim e .

I w en t u p s ta i r s  to see  M rs . N ugent. She w as lo v e ly  in  a b lu e - la c e  d r e s s  

m ad y  b y  a  W aukegan d e s ig n e r .

D o w n sta irs  in  the S tate D ining R oom , in to  w hich  the p r e s s  and  c a m e ra s

C w e re  m o v ed  a s  soon we d e p a r te d  fo r  the ch u rch , I saw  the g re a t  ex q u is ite
c lu m p s  of

c h a n d e lie r  in te r tw in e d  w ith /d e lic a te  w hite  f lo w e rs  — frees ia« « .s   I  b e liev e  - -  

in  a  t r a c e  of g re e n e ry . I ju s t  w ish  th a t e v e ry  g u est w ould p au se  an d  look  

u p w a rd  above the c ro w d . It w as a  d re a m .

In  the L in co ln  R oom , P r i s c i l l a  w as  pu tting  the la s t  to u ch es  on the 

b r id e s m a id s  d r e s s e s  an d  a r ra n g in g  th e ir  v e i ls .  And then  in to  L u c i 's  ro o m .-  

N ev e r d id  a  b r id e  d r e s s  w ith  m o re  c a r e  and  m o re  d e lig h t. She w a s  r e a l ly  

ra d ia n t .   

L ynda an d  the b r id e s m a id s  le f t  on tim e . And Lyndon and L u c i - -  he 

lo o k ed  so  h a n d so m e . I  w as so p ro u d  of h im . A cu taw ay  w as m e a n t fo r  a  

ta l l  m a n  - - a  co m m and ing  m an .

A nd th en  M rs . N ugent and  I w ere, in  th e  c a r  fo llow ing th em . A t the 

bo ttom  of th e  long s te p s , M rs . N ugent d isa p p e a re d  q u ie tly  on the a rm  of an
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a id e  to go to the e le v a to r . She liv e s  w ith  th is  p ro b le m  w ith  co m p le te  la c k  

of s e lf - c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  g r e a t  d ign ity . We t r i e d  to r e m e m b e r  a l l  th o se  

who w ould  n eed  the e le v a to r  - -  R uth , Sam H ouston . We h ad  a sk e d  those  

acco m p an y in g  them  to lo ca te  i t  ah ead  of tim e  to av o id  con fusion .

B ut, a la s ,  we h ad  fo rg o tte n  S en a to r D irk se n  who h a d  a r r iv e d  on 

c ru tc h e s .

T h e n  I w as going up the s ta i r s  w ith  an  a id e , and  we p a u se d  on the 

f i r s t  lan d in g  and  the seco n d  land ing  , and  th e re  w e re  p ic tu re s  of the th re e  

of u s  — Lyndon, L u c i, and  I.

In s id e  the c h u rc h , we w en t to the b r id e sm a id s  ro o m s  to w a it. T h e re  

w a s  C o rk y , s ta rc h e d  and  so lem n  in  h is  w hite  su it. • B ut som e grow n p e r s o n  

w as  ho ld in g  the p re c io u s  w hite s a tin  p illow , la c e  edged, on w hich  the r in g s  

re p o se d  - -  L u c i ' s tw in sm a ll  b an d s , and  P a t 's  s im p le  l a r g e r  b an d  - -  s e c u re ly  
♦

tie d  w ith  r ib b o n s  u n til  the fa te fu l m o m en t. And Bade r  in  h e r  long w hite  d r e s s
XjJOjJX,

w ith  the tiny  p ink  d e s ig n  a t  the  w oate-, h e r  f lo w e rs  c lu tch ed  in  a  s im p le  s tra w  

baskel^.

M rs . N ugent an d  I  w e re  th e  f i r s t  down the lin e  - -  she , a t  h e r  r e q u e s t ,  

b e tw een  two M a rin e s  - -  a  sm a ll sa lu te  to  J e r r y  who is  on H ill " so m e th in g  o r  

o th e r"  in  V ie t-N am . W e c o u ld n 't  c ab le , th e re  w as none c lo se  by . B ut l a t e r  

w e .got a  m e s s a g e , "M r. and  M rs . P a t  N ugent: C o n g ra tu la tio n s  Paddy  and  L u c i.  

S o r ry  I  can n o t b e  th e re  b u t you know how i t  i s .  See you in  S e p te m b e r. B e s t  

w is h e s .   Jerry  A nd he h ad  to a s te d  them  in  C ra t io n s .
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One w alk s  up th e  ais le  a s  though in  a  p lay , th ink ing  no t the deep  thoughts 

th a t th is  is  the l a s t  m o m en t she b e lo n g s  to u s  a lo n e . I h ad  r e a d  a l l  th a t  in  the 

B ib le  up  in  the W est H all one n ig h t e a r l i e r  in  the w eek . B ut look ing  a t  the 

g r e a t  p a g e a n try  of the a l t a r  an d  the m o sa ic  of C h r is t  up above i t ,  sw ep t a long  in  

the tid e  of m u s ic  fro m  th a t m a g n if ic e n t o rg an , c a r e s s in g  w ith  m y  e y e s  the l i t t le  

w h ite  b o u q u e ts  of f lo w ers  th a t m a rk  the ends of pew s - -  the a r t i s t i c  w o rk  of j

M r. N e lso n  an d  M r. Young, to w hat h o u r  I w o n d er - -  and  the to p ia ry  t r e e s  w ith  

w h ite  r o s e s  an d  w hite  c a rn a tio n s .

One of the m in o r  c r i s e s  w as to d isc o v e r  th a t L u c i w as a l le rg ic  to 

c a rn a t io n s .  So we h ad  to sw itch  to  ro s e s  c lo se  to the a l t a r .

T h e n  a s  we a p p ro a c h e d  our se a t, g lancing  to se e  if  th e  in s tru c t io n s  

fo r  S ec tion  C h ad  b e en  c a r r ie d  ou t. Y es . T h e re  w as  N ellie  and  John  III 

and  S haron  w ith  a  good v iew . T he W ests and  the M o u rsu n d s. B ut I w as 

a f r a id  the l a s t  row  in  Section  C h ad  too m an y  people  fo r  a  good view . And 

a s  I s a t  down, I r e a c h e d  q u ie tly  beh ind  m e to put m y  hand  on E la in e ’s and  

on A unt E l le n 's ,  an d  to th ro w  a  .mgari sm ile  a t  Tony and  M a t i a n na . She w as 

lo v e ly  in  a  la rg e  a p r ic o t  o rg a n z a  h a t .  A c r e d i t  to the fa m ily  an d  a  joy to 

T ony  she  i s .

I  f e l t  a  w a rm  tide  o f love a s  I w alk ed  down the ais le . T h e re  w e re  so  

m an y  w ho h ad  m e a n t  so  m u ch  in  L u c i 's  life  fro m  the m o m en t she e n te re d  

the w o rld .

O u r m is s a l  h ad  b e e n  m a rk e d  s tan d , s it ,  k n ee l - -  one of the  th o u san d  

an d  one lo g is t ic a l  tr iu m p h s  fo r  B e s s , who knowing th a t we s ittin g  on the
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f ro n t row  w ould have d iff icu lty  follow ing the r i tu a l .

Down the ais le  they  ca m e . P h y llis  N ugent f i r s t  I  b e lie v e . A nd th en  

a l l  the  b r id e s m a id s  - -  each  one lo v e ly . B e tty  B e a l and  S haron  C hapm an , 

a b s o lu te ly  en ch an tin g . And H elene L indow , to whom  I  hav e  com e to fe e l  so 

c lo s e .  A nd th en  th e re  w as the  m o m en t fo r  L u c i and  h e r  f a th e r .  She w as 

f la w le s s  in  h e r  d ig n ity  and  g e n tle n e s s . And w hen she re a c h e d  the foo t of 

the s te p s  lead in g  to the a l t a r ,  she  tu rn e d  to h e r  fa th e r ,  p a tte d  h im  on the 

sh o u ld e r . He gave h e r  to P a t,  and  took h is  s e a t  by  m e . B e s s  s a id ̂ to  h is  

e te r n a l  c r e d i t  th a t " I  do no t r e m e m b e r  h im  looking  a t  h is  w a tch  one tim e  

in  the s e rv ic e  th a t  la s te d  lo n g e r  than  an  h o u r."

T he m is s a l  w as w o rth  a ll  the a r t i s t i c  e f fo r t  th a t w ent in to  i t  - -  the 

e le g a n t b ind ing , the gold  d raw in g  of the S hrine on the o u tsid e , the w o rd s  on 

the f i r s t  page, "B ound by the s tre n g th  of th e ir  love, th e i r  h ope , th e ir  joy , 

in  th e ir  life  to g e th e r , m a r r ia g e  b e c o m e  a golden  c h a lic e , c a p ab le  o f co n ta in in g  

a l l  th e ir  t r i a l s  an d  h ap p in e ss  w hen tak en  a s  one in  the n am e of J e s u s  C h r is t ." 

V e ry  f ittin g  fo r  th e se  two young p eo p le . B ut I  th ink  a l l  the c r e d i t  once m o re  

m u s t  go to B e ss , h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  h e r  o rg an iz a tio n , an d  to Sandy F ox , h is  

a r t i s t i c  hand.

N e v e r once a s  f a r  a s  I cou ld  see  d id  P a t  and  L u c i fa il  in  the co m p le te  

d ig n ity  an d  g ra c e  of th e ir  d e p o rtm e n t in th is in te rm in a b le  c e re m o n y .

A t one p o in t I saw  H elene Lindow r i s e  fro m  h e r  k n e e le r  an d  d is a p p e a r  o ^  

v e r y  q u ie tly  in to  th e  w in g s. I  knew  she m u s t be fa in t. Why shou ld  they  not!
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T he b r ig h t  l ig h ts ,  the e m o tio n a l s tr a in ,  the fo re v e r  k n ee lin g . B u t i t  w as 

lik e  H elene to do it  w ith  th is  m in im u m  of n o tice .

H ale B oggs r e a d  the e p is t le  in  a  c le a r ,  com m anding  v o ic e . I w as 

g lad  th a t so  good a  f r ie n d , so  s tro n g  a  C atho lic  h ad  b een  ch o sen  by  L u c i 

to  do i t .

I s t r a in e d  - -  w e a l l  s tr a in e d  - -  to h e a r  the a n s w e rs  to the q u es tio n s

put to  the b r id e  and  the g ro o m . We co u ld  no t. T hey  w e re  n o t equ ipped

w ith  the m ik e s  a s  w e re  the P r i e s t s  who p a r tic ip a te d  in  the ce re m o n y .

A nd then  th e re  c a m e  a  fa te fu l m o m en t w hen I saw  L ynda a t  h e r

k n e e le r  pu t h e r  h e ad  c o m p le te ly  down. F ro m  then  on I w atch ed  only  h e r .

I  tu rn e d  the p ag es  of the m is s a l  to  see  how  m uch  lo n g e r . We w e re , a s  I

r e m e m b e r ,  ab o u t on page 19 - -  the L o rd s  P r a y e r .  I p ra y e d  fo r  i t  to be

o v e r  soon . T he P r i e s t  w en t a c r o s s  an d  spoke to h e r .  She shook  h e r  h ea d .
fo r

I w as te n se ly  hoping /  D r. Young an d  sm e llin g  s a l ts .  I  knew  th e re  w e re  

sm e llin g  s a l t s  c lo se  by  fo r  ju s t  such  e m e rg e n c ie s  - -  w h e re , I  d id n 't  know . 

A ny m o v e m e n t on m y  p a r t  w ould  b e  too co n sp icu o u s. And then  sudden ly , 

sh e  s lu m p ed  to an  a lm o s t  s ittin g  p o s itio n  a t  h e r  k n e e le r .  But ev en  th is  w as 

g ra c e fu l.  A n o th e r P r i e s t  a p p ro a c h e d  - -  she shook h e r  h ead . He b ro u g h t 

a  c h a i r .  She d id  s i t  in  it , a n d  g ra d u a lly  h e r  h ead  w ent up. L a te r ,  J e s s e  to ld  

m e ( J e s s e  K ella m ) th a t in s te a d  of p ra y in g  fo r  i t  to be o v e r, he w a s  p ra y in g  

f o r  e v e ry  m o m en t lo n g e r  th a t i t  la s te d  b e c a u se  he knew h e r  s tr e n g th  w ould 

b e  r e tu rn in g . H is  b ack g ro u n d  a s  an  a th le te , a s  a  co ach  - -  I  know he w as 

w is e r  th an  m e . B ut I  cou ld  see  h e r  daddy s tra in in g , w an ting  to  go to h e r .
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know ing th a t  he  c o u ld n 't . A nd th en  th ey  w e re  o ffe rin g  the  H oly Com m u nion  

u s in g  the T e x a s  c h a lic e .

. And then v e ry  soon i t  w as a l l  o v e r . At the l a s t  m o m en t A rch b ish o p  

O 'B oy le  r e a d  a  te le g ra m  of c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to the young couple fro m  the P o p e ,

. s e n t, I  b e lie v e , in  the n am e  of the S e c re ta ry  of S ta te  a t  the V a tican . T h is  

a  s u r p r i s e ,  to m e  a t  le a s t .  ..

A nd then  L u c i an d  P a t  - -  a rm  in  a rm  - -  h e r  l i t t le  face  w ith  a look  of 

t r a n s p o r t  - -  P a t  d ig n ified  and s tead y  - -  w alked  to w ard  u s . A nd L ynda ro s e  

w ith  h e r  h e a d  h ig h  in  co m m an d  of the s itu a tio n  and  jo in ed  the  b e s t  m an. .

W hat a  young 50 y e a r s  o ld  M r. N ugent i s .

A nd then m y  h e a r t  s to p p ed . W hen L uc i and  P a t  re a c h e d  the s te p s , th ey  

d id  n o t c o m e  down. T hey  tu rn e d  to  the r ig h t,  w alked  so le m n ly  in to  a  l i t t le  

c h a p e l and  w e re  gone fo r  a  m o m en t. I  re m e m b e re d  - -  St. A gatha , the 

p a tro n  s a in t  of n u r s e s .  L u c i w as  going to give h e r  bouquet to  h e r .  My

th ough ts  w en t out on Sain t A gatha th a t on the p ro fe s s io n  she w as the p a tro n  *7
i

s a in t  of n u rs in g .

M y e y e s  w e re  fix ed  on L ynda, and  she stood  w ith  M r. N ugent qu ite  

s te a d ily , q u ite  g ra c e fu lly , to  w hat se e m e d  an  in te rm in a b le  tim e  u n til  L uc i 

r e tu rn e d  to  le a d  h e r  a tte n d a n ts  down the  i s le .  B ut no . Once m o re  she tu rn e d  

to the le f t .  She s to p p ed  and  k is s e d  m e and  gave m e a  ro s e  fro m  h e r  bo u q u et 

an d  k is s e d  h e r  daddy. And then  she  c r o s s e d  to  the o th e r s ide  of the ais le  an d  

k is s e d  M r s .  N ugent an d  gave h e r  a  ro s e .  A nd then  she and P a t w e re  w alk ing , 

r a d ia n tly , jo y o u sly  down the  is le .  And I am  su re  th a t c h u rc h  fu ll o f people
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b re a th e d  a  s igh  of r e l ie f .

T he b r id e s m a id s  and  the  u s h e r s  w en t down tw o -b y -tw o . A s Susan R ay  

p a s s e d  I thought she looked  a s  though she w ould fa in t an y  m o m en t. She m ad e  

i t  a lm o s t  to  the d o o r an d  then  w as g en tly  c a r r i e d  to  one s id e  fo r  sm e llin g  s a lts  

and  r e s t .

Lyndon an d  I p a u se d  on th e  w ay out so th a t w hen w e e m e rg e d  we w e re  one 

of the cro w d . And we m ade our w ay down the s te p s . L u c i in  a  b illo w  of w hite  

in  the b u b b le -to p  w ith  P a t  by h e r  s id e , w as w aving to  the people who h ad  

g a th e re d  to see  h e r .  I  m y s e lf  d id  not see  the p ic k e ts .  I  u n d e rs ta n d  th e re  

w e re  som e so m e w h e re . And th is  tim e , Lyndon jo in ed  m e  and  M rs .  N ugent  

fo r  the d r iv e  to  the W hite H ouse, down Rhode Is la n d  A venue, a long  w hich  w ay  

I c a re fu lly  coun ted  a ll  the c h e r ry  t r e e s  th a t the S ociety  fo r  a  M o re *  B ea u tifu l 

C a p i tol  h ad  p u t out th is  S pring  - - t o  see  how m any  a r e  dying o r  d ead . I t  w as  

c ru s h in g . I  co u n ted  61. I t  h a s  b e e n  abou t the w o rs t  d rough t of an y  s u m m e r  

th a t we can  r e m e m b e r .  T hey  a r e  g u a ra n te e d  fo r  one y e a r , so  i t  w ill be the 

n u r s e r y ’s lo s s .  Wh e r e  c a n  they  find  o th e r  t r e e s  a s  han d so m e fo r  r e p la c e m e n t?  

A nd i t  w ill m e a n  an  a e s th e t ic  p sy c h o lo g ic a l blow .

So now i t  i s  tim e to put a s id e  w edding v e ils  and  m is s a ls  an d  take  up 

b lu e  b o n n e t s e e d s  an d  c h e r r y  t r e e s  - -  o r  i t  w ill be  w hen the day i s  o v e r .

h ad  a  few  m in u te s  on the second  f lo o r  to reco u p  b e fo re  w e a l l  

g ro u p e d  in  the G reen  R oom  — L u c i and P a t,  the two s e ts  of p a r e n ts ,  a l l  the 

b r id e s m a id s  and  u s h e r s .  And th en  out onto  the P o r tic o , .
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T he f i r s t  p ic tu re  w as P a t  and  L u c i and  the N ugents and  L yndon  and  

m e , s tand ing  a t  the ra i lin g  fac in g  the b a t te ry  of a l l  the n a t io n 's  p r e s s  and  

TV r a th e r  p le a s a n tly  co n cea led  beh ind  b loom ing  c re p e  m y r t le s  in  p o ts , ta l le r  

t r e e s  (w illow s I b e liev e ) and  p e tu n ia s  - -  a l l  of w hich  w ill be long  la te r  to som e 

P a r k  in  the tow n. And beh ind  them  the  ca lm  p ro m is e  of the J e f fe r s o n  M e m o ria l 

an d  the W ash ing ton  M onum ent.

A nd then  we w e re  jo in ed  by  L ynda. She w as fin e . One of the b r a v e s t  

th in g s  I h ad  se e n  w as h e r  a t  the top of the s te p s  lean in g  to a r r a n g e  h e r  s i s t e r ' s 

t r a in  a s  h e r  s i s t e r  s ta r te d  to d e sce n d  fro m  the S h rine .

A nd then  fo r  a  ^ m o m en t cam e  the  M atro n  of H onor - -  S usan  R ay - -  q u ite  

re c o v e re d . And then  a l l  the b r id e s m a id s  an d  g ro o m sm en  who d e sc e n d e d  the 

w ind ing  s ta i r s  ( th e ir  n a m e s  h ad  b een  p a s te d  on the s te p s  in  the d ry  ru n  the 

d ay  b e fo re )  and  L ynda B ird  m oved  to the  h ead  of the s ta i r s  a f te r  the b r id e  an d  

g ro o m  w e re  in  th e ir  p o s itio n . She w as jo in ed  by  M r. N ugent. A nd i t  w as 

tim e  fo r  Lyndon a n d   and  M rs . N ugent to r e - e n te r  the W hite H ouse th ro u g h  . 

the G re e n  R oom . O v er m y  sh o u ld e r  I  c a s t  one la s t  look , an d  th e re  w e re  the 

c u te , young m e m b e rs  of th e  w edding p a r ty  - -  Bader  an d  C o rk y  - -  down f ro n t.

I f led  u p s ta i r s  to tak e  off m y  h a t and  put m y se lf  in  the h an d s  of M r. J e a n  

L o u is . He and  H elen  by  m ag ic  h ad  a r r iv e d  in  good tim e  fo r  th e ir  n e c e s s a r y  

jo b s . I knew  th a t d o w n s ta irs  on the  s te p s  L u c i and  P a t  and  L ynda and  M r. N ugent 

h ad  p au se d  m id -w a y  up the s ta i r s  fo r  m o re  p ic tu re s .  And then  the b r id e  an d  

g ro o m  a lo n e . L a te r  I h e a rd  th a t w hen L u c i saw  the dogs h e ld  by  M r. B ry a n t
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out on the lawn, a  few  fe e t  aw ay, she ad d ed  h e r  own b i t  to the c a re fu l ly  

thought ou t ag en d a , w ent down and  k n ee led  and  to ld  the dogs goodbye, m u c h  

to  th e  d e lig h t of the c a m e ra m e n .

. W hen my  h a i r  w as done, I took m y l i t t le  ro s e  th a t L uci h a d  g iven  m e

fro m  h e r  bouquet an d  w en t in to  the Y ellow  Room  w ith  the  fa m ily  B ib le . I s a t  

down a t  the d e sk  and  w ro te  in  the B ib le  th a t M rs . Jo h n so n  h ad  g iv en  u s  fo r  

the f i r s t  C h r is tm a s  in  o u r fo re v e r  h o m e, the R anch . V e ry  c a re fu l ly  I  w ro te  

the  tim e  an d  p lace  an d  da te  of L u c i 's  w edding . A nd I  p r e s s e d  th e  ro se  in  th a t 

p ag e . , -  •

I t  w a s  a  l i t t le  a f te r  2:30 w hen  w e a l l  g a th e re d  in  the B lue R oom  fo r  th e  

re c e iv in g  lin e . Lyndon, w ith  L u c i and  P a t  n ex t to  h im , an d  th en  M rs . N ugent 

an d  I, an d  M r. N ugent a t  the end of th e  lin e . T h is  so I cou ld  ex p la in  to the  

b o th  of them  and  th ey  to m e  th a t th is  i s  Ann P itm a n , one of L u c i 's  fifth  g ra d e  

f r ie n d s ,  an d  th is  is  "Ag" Neff who ow ned b e loved  C am p Mys tic , and  th is  i s  ^

D r, John  W ashing ton  who had  tak en  c a re  of L u c i fro m  the day  sh e  w as born.>until ‘̂  

she w as  q u ite  a  g ro w n  young la d y . A nd they  could  te l l  m e w ho a l l  the W aukegan 

c o u s in s  and  A unts w e re  an d  the g r e a t  flo ck  of C le rg y . N ev e r w as  th e re  su ch  

a  hugging an d  k is s in g  re c e iv in g  lin e . And I w ould have h ad  i t  no o th e r  w ay.

Long a n d  t ir in g , tru e .  B ut d e a r  and  fo re v e r  to be re m e m b e re d  b y  m e  - -  

I  th in k  b y  m an y .

T he f i r s t  10 m in u te s  w e re  te le v is e d  w ith  g re a t  g la r in g  lig h ts  - -  p a r t ic u la r ly  

p o in te d  of c o u rs e  a t  Lyndon and  L u c i and  P a t, And I w as happy  th a t som e of 

th o se  n e a r  and  d e a r  cam e down th ro u g h  th a t tim e . I b e lie v e  the S e c re ta ry  of

MEMORANDUM
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S tate  and  V irg in ia . And m y b ro th e r  Tony and  M a t i a n na , and  Dorris and
w ith

Hugh P o w ell w hom  I  in tro d u c e d  to the N ugents a s  L u c i 's  A unt Dee D ee  / whom 

she had  sp en t so m any  s u m m e rs .  And I th ink  S en ato r D irk se n  on c ru tc h e s  

w as in  th o se  f i r s t  10 m in u te s . I t  too is  a l l  a  m o n tag e  to m e  now . B u t he 

w as g re e te d  w ith  a  g r e a t  k is s .  And w hen the 10 m in u te s  w e re  o v e r , th e re  

wa s  a  p au se  and  the. d o o rs  w e re  sh u t and  the re c e iv in g  lin e  s to p p ed  w hile  : 

a l l  the m a c h in e ry  of te le v is io n  w as ro lle d  aw ay ex cep t fo r  w hat l ig h ts  w e re  

le f t  fo r  o u r own L t. At k ins and  Bob K nudsen an d  O kam oto, and  a  m o m en t 

fo r  u s  to  have a  b it of a  d rin k . 

f  A nd then  the re c e iv in g  lin e  con tinued . I w as d eep ly  p ro u d . O ur o ffic ia l

fa m ily , the V ice P r e s id e n t  an d  a l l  the e lev en  m e m b e rs  of the C ab in e t w e re  

th e re .  A nd th is  w as  no b re a k in g  of the  fee lin g  th a t th is  w as a  p e r s o n a l  fa m ily  

w edd ing . Lyndon an d  I an d  L u c i have com e to fe e l v e r y  c lo se  to th e se  fe llo w  

w o rk e rs  of o u r s .  A s I looked  a t  H u b e rt and  M u rie l, and  M arg y  and  Bob, and  

Jan e  an d  B ill, I  knew  th a t v e ry  soon, they  too w ould be going th ro u g h  th is .

In a   v e n e ra b le  o ld  C h r is t  C h u rc h  no t long ago  we h ad  w atch ed  the  w edding 

of T ru d y  an d  J o e 's  d au g h te r .

A nd th en  fro m  the C o u rt th e re  w as the C h ief J u s tic e  an d  M rs .  W a rre n .

O ur two sp e c ia lly  d e a r  f r ie n d s , the Hugo B lack s . And B ill  D ouglas w hose 

2 3 -y e a r  o ld  w ife w as v e ry  n e c e s s a r i ly  of v e ry  m uch in te r e s t  to  the p h o to g ra p h e rs . 

^  O ur f r ie n d s  fo r  lo n g e r  than  L u c i h a s  liv ed  - -  the Tom  C la rk s .  A nd Abe an d  .

C a ro l  - -  he  h a s  held, m y  h and  in  so m an y  m a jo r  d e c is io n s  th ro u g h  a l l  of th is ,  

th ro u g h  a l l  w ays b e fo re .
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A nd fro m  the S enate , no t n e a r ly  enough. B ut B irc h  an d  Marvelle B ayh 

w ith  w hom L u c i h ad  cam p aig n ed . And G re tc h e n  B y rd  w ithou t H a r ry  who is  

a t  the b ed s id e  of h is  dying fa th e r .  L u c i had  liv ed  at th e ir  hom e w hen she w as  

A pple B lo sso m  P r in c e s s .  And b e s id e s  S en a to r D irk se n , P a u l D ouglas and  

E m ily  fro m  P a t 's  S tate  of I llin o is , and  W a rre n  and  J e rm a in e  M agnuson who 

h ad  g o tten  P a t  a  job on the Hill. O ur d e a r  f r ie n d  whom  L u c i h a s  c a lle d  a ll"  ' 

h e r  l i f e ,  "U ncle D ick" R u s s e ll .  Stu and  E vy Sym ington who p ick ed  h e r  a s  h is  

f a v o r i te  in  o u r fa m ily  w hen she w as ab o u t 2 y e a r s  o ld . A nd the H e rm a n  

T a lm ad g e s  at w hose ho u se  L u c i u se d  to stop  on h e r  w ay hom e fro m  sch o o l and  

ra id e d  the ic e  box. A nd the R alph  Y a rb o ro u g h s fro m  T e x a s .

A nd old  f r ie n d s  who u se d  to  w atch  h e r  g row  up. T he C lin to n  A n d e rso n s  

an d  the M ike M onroneys and  the G eo rg e  S m a th e rs . Only a  sp rin k lin g  I b e lie v e  - -  

th e re  w e re  o th e rs  - -  th a t I f ig u re  I 'v e  sp en t 3 0 -o d d  y e a r s  o f m y  life  f illin g  m y  

pub lic  ro le  w ith  g re a t  p le a s u re  an d  a s  m u ch  th o u g h tfu ln ess  an d  w isdom  a s  I 

have^ -^nd th is  is  o u r p r iv a te  day .

A nd fro m  the  H ouse th e re  w as L e a d e r  C a r l  A lb e r t and  h is  d au g h te r ,

M a ry  F ra n c e s ,  one of L u c i 's  f r ie n d s  fro m  NSC. And h e r  g r e a t  cam p aig n in g  

f r ie n d s^  the Hale Boggs who p r a c t ic a l ly  tu rn e d  th e ir  h o m e s in to  a  b o a rd in g  ho u se  fo r  som e of 

the  W aukegan k in fo lk s and  f r ie n d s  and  th e ir  d au g h te r  C oki an d  th e ir  son  T o m m y  

a n d  h is  w ife w ith  w hom  L u c i h a s  cam p a ig n ed . A nd the Ja c k  B ro o k s  who h av e  

l i s te n e d  to a l l  of Luci*s ro m a n c e s  th e se  la s t  five  y e a r s  o r so . And S p eak er 

an d  M r s .  M cC o rm a ck  who w e re  p re s e n t  a t  L u c i 's  c o n firm a tio n  w hen no t even  

I  w as  th e re ,  and  fo r  w hom  she h a s  a  m o s t te n d e r  and  deep  bond. Jak e  P ic k le ,
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o u r  own C o n g re s sm a n  an d  h is  p r e t ty  d au g h te r P eg g y . And o ld - t im e r s  w ho 

c a m e  w ith  u s  - -  the G eorge M ahons and  the Bob P o a g e s  and  L e ra  T h o m as 

who u s e d  to g ive Lyndon ad v ice  on how to d o c to r  the c h ild re n  w hen I w as 

aw ay  fro m  h o m e. And the W righ t P a tm a n s , and  the G rah am  P u r c e l ls  fo r  

w hom  L u c i u s e d  to b a b y -s i t .  And a  sp rin k lin g  m o re .

I w as h o n o red  th a t the A r th u r  G o ld b erg s  w e re  th e re ,  and  the A v e re ll  

H a r r im a n s  w ith  w hom  I have b eco m e in c re a s in g ly  c lo se . And the G eorge  

M cG hees, L y n d a’s d e a r  fa v o r i te s .  And the B ill D easons s ittin g  c lo se  to us^ 

w ith  Sam H ouston  who looked s tr a in e d  and  em o tio n a l. A s p e c ia l  bond th a t 

L uc i h a s  w ith  B ill D easo n  is  th a t he i s  the G o d -fa th e r  of a l l  the d ogs. It 

w as  a  long  k is s  fo r  N e llie  C onnally  w hen she cam e down the lin e  in  b lu e  la c e .

M T m is s e d  the ta l l ,  han d so m e p re s e n c e  of John. And the two y o u n g s te rs  

w ho u se d  to p lay  in  the b a c k y a rd  a t  1901 D illm an  - -  Johnny and  S h aro n .

My one r e g r e t  of the day  is  th a t I  c o u ld n 't  ta lk  - -  r e a l ly  ta lk  - -  to e ach  

of th o se  I loved .

T h e  s ta ff  w as th e re  in  good n u m b e r , though I w ould  have lo v ed  to h av e  

ev e ry b o d y . It w as  a  long hug an d  a  te a r  I  th ink  fo r  Z ep h y r an d  fo r  H elen  

an d  fo r  W illie  D ay. It w as a  deep  m o m en t fo r  m e w hen Jim  and  Ida M ae C ain  

c am e  down the lin e  w ith  K itty  M ae W ir tz , and  m e m o r ie s  of th a t m a n  th a t 

d o es  n o t d ie  in  o u r h e a r t s  - -  S en ato r W irtz  - -  who h ad  b een  L u c i 's  g o d fa th e r 

in  the E p isc o p a l C h u rch . And how g lad  I w as to see  W illis  H u rs t an d  h is  

w ife . T h e se  two d o c to rs  have taken  su ch  a  p e rso n a l,  loving in te r e s t  in  th o se
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g i r l s  a s  th ey  have grow n up. And of c o u rse  fo r  D r. T u rc h e n  and  D r. K ra sk in , 

they  f e l t  sh e  w as in  p a r t  th e ir  p ro d u c tio n ,

. •'Ihe C a th o lic  c le rg y  w as th e re  in  g re a t  n u m b er - -  m an y  of them  am ong  

the  N u g en t's  c lo s e s t  f r ie n d s .  I  w as so  h ap p ily  im p re s s e d  w ith  F a th e r  Jo h n  

K az in sk u s  - -  a  s tro n g , v e ry  m a sc u lin e  4 0 -y e a r  o ld  o r  so  m an  w ho ra d ia te d  

con fid en ce  in  thpse  two young fo lk s . B ut I w as g lad  to see  m y  own B ill B a x te r  

a n d  h is  w ife , an d  D r. John B a rk le y  fro m  A ustin  who h ad  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  bo th

In a u g u ra ls  w ith  h is  sw eet w ife , B ea , and  h is  d au g h te r B itsy . And L y n d o n 's  

D r . G eo rg e  D av is .

B u t th e re  w as a  ^ s a d n e s s  th a t th e re  w e re  no t m o re  k in fo lk  th e re .  I 

m is s e d  the A le x a n d e rs  and  th e ir  new ly  m a r r ie d  l i t t le  B ecky . A nd I w as  s o r r y  

the  B o b b itts  co u ld  not be th e re . And the  T . J . T a y lo rs  III, b u t th ey  h a d  h ad  

a good w eek  w ith  us e a r l i e r  in  the su m m e r . And W inston.

B ut I  r e jo ic e d  in  the p re s e n c e  of Tony and  M a t i a nn a  who en jo y ed  i t  to
0,

th e  f u l le s t .  T h ey  h a d  a  good v i s i t  w ith  th e  L a u ra nce R o c k e fe lle rs  and  the

U d a lls . A nd of c o u rse  th e re  w as P a ts y  and h e r  f ia n c e e . And Ava  who

ta u g h t L ynda B ird  fo r  two y e a r s  and  L u c i fo r  one, an d  to whom  th is  w ill be 

a  r e a l  an d  la s t in g  a n d  d e a r  m e m o ry . And th e re  w as L y n d o n 's  n ie c e , R o x an n e , 

A nd m in e , D iana an d  D onald. T he young G riffin  T a tu m s - -  m y  c o u s in s .

And fro m  the o ld e r  A lab am a g e n e ra tio n . A unt E llen  T a y lo r  C o o p e r, and  the 

n e v e r  o ld  and  a lw ay s  v ib ra n t,  E la in e  F is c h e s s e r .  And am ong th o se  to w hom  

i t  m e a n t m o s t,  R uth  T a y lo r , who w as be in g  e s c o r te d  a ro u n d  by the D onald 

T h o m ases .
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. 1  1' '•
T h e re  co u ld  have b een  a  re u n io n  of C am p Mys tic .  B es id e  Ag, th e re

w as  Inez H a r r is o n  and  T h e ta  B ain  and  C a ro l H en ry  - -  a  c o u n se lo r  - -  and  

J e a n  R om ul an d  K en Sue C h er and  T e r r y  T a y lo r , and  m e m b e rs  of the 

w edding p a r ty  - -  Ka th le e n  C a r te r  and P a tty  McGuirk and  of c o u rse  S haron

MEMORANDUM

C o n n ally . A nd th e re  cou ld have b een  a  l i t t le  reu n io n  of the 5th G rad e  a t  

C a s is  w ith  the v a s t  tim e  m a ra g e  b e s id e s  B e tty  B ea l and  Ann P itm a n .

One of the s ta r s  of the show w as c e r ta in ly  A lice  R o o se v e lt L ongw orth .

I  w ish  I cou ld  h e a r  h e r  im p re s s io n s  - -  o r  do I?  She w as m o s t  a b ly  e s c o r te d  

by  D ick  D ic k e rso n , A nd L iz , w ith  h e r  qu ick  th ink ing , s to p p ed  the lin e  a s  she 

c am e  down and  sa id , " I t ' s no t o ften  th a t you ge t a  ch an ce  to see  two b r id e s  

in  the W hite H ouse s id e  by s id e ."   So I hope th ey  go t a  good p ic tu re  - -  

s e p a ra te d  by  th e ir  span  of 60 y e a r s ,  b u t jo ined  in  th is  v e ry  un ique  sh a r in g  of 

th e i r  w edding day s  in  the W hite H ouse.

\AaA  Jane  E n g le h a rd  cam e down the lin e  e ta i m u rm u re d  how I  a d o re d

ace a Ilnyteea- - -  sthe "A pple P ic k e r s " .  And R ebekah Harkness - -  she w as b e a u tifu l in  a  p r in te d  

flow ing ch iffon , b lue and  g re e n , lik e  a  M onet  la n d sc a p e . We e x c h a n g e d  a  

c o n s p ir a to r ia l  g la n c e , lliiJ^no w om an w as h a n d so m e r than  O veta C ulp  Hobby 

w ho d e fe a ts  the y e a r s .  And M ary  G riff ith  and  D oro thy  P a r k e r  a n d  M iss  T reyz 

an d  I a l l  had  a  s p e c ia l  hug fo r  e a ch  o th e r  b e cau se  of the y e a r s  w e 'v e  t r ie d  

to  d r e s s  th a t ch ild .

And th e re  w as o u r o ld  f r ie n d  C la rk  C liffo rd  who h a s  h e ld  m y  h and  ju s t  

a s  Abe h a s  and  w hose  d a u g h te rs ' w eddings I have w atched  lovingly
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And th e re  cou ld  r e a l ly  hav e  b een  an  NCS reu n io n  le a d  by  M iss  Ka th e r in e  

L ee  w hom  I h ad  p la ce d  w ith  the fa m ily  g roup . A nd th e re  w as M rs . Wharry 

a n d  G ray  B a x te r  an d N ancy H ech in g er and  M a rle e n  Jo h n so n  and  M issy  G ra n t 

a n d  m a n y , w hom  I d id  not re c o g n iz e .

F o r  L u c i, i t  w ould  n o t have b ee n  co m p le te  w ithou t h e r  S e c re t S e rv ic e  

a n d  th e ir  w iv e s .   I th in k  she could  c a r r y  th a t p re c in c t  - -  they  love h e r .

A nd th e re  w e re  old  s ta ff  m e m b e r s .  T he M cG eorge B undys. "W hy 

M o th e r, h e  r e m e m b e re d  P a t ’s nam e b e fo re  you did! " A nd the H o ra c e  B u sb y s 

an d  the G eorge  R eed y s and  the J a c k  Hi g h t s .  And M ar jo rie  J e n k in s . I  am  

so  h appy  she  c a m e . And D oro thy  an d  P h il  N ich o ls . And of c o u r s e  the J a c k  

V a le n tis .

A nd am ong  o u r s p e c ia l f r ie n d s  - -  the W a rre n  W oodw ards of the "Wo o d w ard  

D ate B u re a u ", and  the W ill  E d w ard  O dom s, and  the F ra n k  S tan to n s.  A nd o u r  

lo n g - tim e  n e ig h b o rs  a t  w hose hom e the c h ild re n  w e re  a s  m uch  a t  hom e a s  in  

o u r  own, H o m er an d  E lo is e  T h o rn b e r ry , w ith  M o llie . A nd the E d  W e is ls  a n d  

the B il l  W hites and  the A rth u r  K r im s  who have tak en  them  bo th  in  w hen  they
■

n e e d e d  to v i s i t  New Y o rk  an d  I  w an ted  a  ch ap ero n e.  And I am  s t i l l  n o t  qu ite  

s u re  w h e th e r  a l l  of P e te r ,  P a u l an d  M ary  w e re  th e re .  B ut a t  l e a s t  two of 

them  w e re .

I  had  bo th  a  sob an d  a  sm ile  w hen P a u l and  Dollie B olton  c a m e  b ra v e ly  

dow n the lin e . A nd  J e s s e  K ellam , - -  bo th  of u s  th inking  how m u ch  L o u ise  w ould  

h a v e  en jo y ed  th is  — how  m u ch  she w ould have h e lp ed . And J e s s ie  H u n te r .
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A nd fro m  the R anch , the D ale M a le ch ek s. Som e of L u c i 's  c lo se  f r ie n d s

fro m  G eorgetow n  - -  both  fac u lty  an d  s tu d e n ts . And G eorge H am ilto n , w ho

d id  h is  c o u r tly  b e s t to re m a in  in  the b ack g ro u n d . And o ld  b e a u s  - -  T om m y 
•7

F o y t and  P a u l B e tts  and  T e r r y  O 'R o u rk e  and  S idney C ap lan  and  D avid C o rc o ra n . 

A s one r e p o r te r  a p tly  put i t ,  " I t  w as sh o u ld e r to sh o u ld e r w ith  the n o ta b le s , 

w ith  l e s s e r  known f ig u re s ,  n e ig h b o rs  of the N ugen ts, f o rm e r  n e ig h b o rs  of 

the Jo h n so n s , D o c to rs , d e n tis ts ,  la w y e rs , p r e a c h e r s ,  cam p  couns e lo r s ,  

ra n c h  w o rk e r s ,  co lleg e  c la s s m a te s ,  r e la t iv e s . " And th a t is  w hat I lo v ed  

ab o u t i t .  And e ach  w ith  a  bond to  L u c i.

T he lin e  d id  go slow . T w ice w e h a lte d  i t  fo r  a  b r e a th e r .  A t a  l i t t le  

p a s t  4:00 i t  w as  o v e r . One p a r t  of m y  m ind  is  a lw ays w o n d erin g  - -  w hat the  

g u e s ts  w e re  doing w ho w e re  w aitin g : I  found to m y  h a p p in e ss  th a t a  g re a t  

m a n y  of them  had  p au sed  on th e i r  w ay in  in  the lo v e ly  p ink  te n t in  the 

Ja c q u e lin e  K ennedy G ard en  fo r  d r in k s  an d  p la te s  fro m  the am p le  b u ffe t fo r 

a  b r e a th e r  a f te r  the long  s e rv ic e  and  b e fo re  the long lin e . A nd once m o re  

I  w as  g ra te fu l  fo r  B e s s 's  p lann ing .

In the E a s t  R oom  the cak e  ro s e  lik e  a  g re a t  g lis ten in g  T a j Ma h a l - -  i ts  

7 t i e r s  d e c o ra te d  w ith  sw ans an d  w h ite  r o s e s  and  la c y  a r c h e s  lik e  c a th e d ra l  

w indow s - -  I  su p p o se  they  w e re  a  su g a ry  confec tion  - -  b e tw een  the t i e r s .

T he h o le  topped  w ith  a  bouquet of l i ly s  o f the v a lle y .

. L u c i and  P a t  and  Lyndon an d  I  s tep p e d  up on a  sm a ll  r a i s e d  p la tfo rm  

b e h in d  the cak e  tab le  and  a l l  the v a s t  a r r a y  of the p r e s s  - -  c a m e r a s ,  l ig h ts

on u s  - -  and  L u c i p ick ed  up the cake knife th a t B irc h  and  M a rv e lla  B ayh
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gave h e r  to  m a tc h  h e r  s i lv e r ,  and  began  to cu t in to  the 3 rd  o r 4th la y e r  

of F e rd in a n d 's  w o rk  of a r t .  It w as h a rd . She t r ie d  a n o th e r  la y e r .  P a t 

pu t h is  h an d  to  i t .  Lyndon ad d ed  h is  to the kn ife . Off cam e a  lo v e ly  p ie c e .

T he b r id e s m a id s  w e re  g ro u p ed  a ro u n d  u s , g u es ts  c lu s te r e d  beyond th em .

She gave m e the f i r s t  p ie c e , a  b ite  fo r  P a t.  A n o th e r p iece  - -  I  d o n 't  know 

w ho th a t  w en t to . A nd then  she tu rn e d  i t  o v e r to a  p ro fe s s io n a l and w en t 

on the d an ce  f lo o r . And now i t  i s  a l l  m ed ley  o f  con fusion  to m e . N ext to
-V, ' ■ '

P e te r  D u ch in 's  o r c h e s t r a  w e re  s w ir ls  of p ink  b r id e sm a id s  and d a rk -s u i te d  

g ro o m sm e n  an d  som e of the  l iv e l ie r  young g u e s ts  and  L u c i and  P a t .  And I 

w a s  c irc u la t in g  to  a  few  old  f r ie n d s  say in g  l e t 's  go to the S tate D ining Room  

o r  r e s t  o u r s e lv e s  in  the R ed  Room  o r see  w hat the  ten t looks lik e  and  give

lUth e se  young fo lk s  a  ch an ce  to d an ce . I  h ad  a  goodbye k is s  fo r  Dor i s  w ho w ill
A

r e tu r n  a t  7:00 and  in tro d u c e d  h e r  to P e r le  M esta . I knew th a t w ould th r i l l  

h e r ,  an d  to  a  couple o f the C ab in e t M em b e rs . I  to ld  Ag an d  Inez th a t th ey

■
shou ld  have a  reu n io n  of C am p  Mys tic  g i r l s  w ith  a  p ic tu r e ^ to g e th e r ^  I looked  

in  v a in  fo r  d e a r  D r. and  M rs ,  R eed . I s a t  down b r ie f ly  in  the p ink  te n t tizCO. 

G eo rg e  an d  A lice  B row n  and  O v e ta  and  N ancy and  N ellie  C onnally . .

B y now i t  w as  n e a r ly  em p ty  - -  ev ery o n e  u p s ta i r s .  And then  a t  a  l i t t le  

p a s t  5:00 I w en t u p s ta i r s  to see  abou t " o p e ra tio n  d e p a r tu re " .  T h e r e f o r  the 

f i r s t  tim e  in  th is  d ay  of w o n d erfu l p re c is io n  - -  lo g is t ic s  th a t w o rk ed  - -  I  c am e  

fa c e  to  face  w ith  the c r i s i s  of p lann ing . L u c i 's  g o ing -aw ay  c o s tu m e  had

''g o n e  aw ay ". We had  c a re fu lly  p lanned  fo r  c e r ta in  s u itc a s e s  to  go w ith  the. 

f i r s t  S e c re t  S e rv ice  m an  to th e ir  d e s tin a tio n  honeym oon. And th o se  th a t w ould



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

(■ W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd ay , A ugust 6, 1966 P a g e  19

be n eed ed  for  the night, to be taken e a r l i e r  to the g e t-a w a y  c a r .  H er go in g-

aw ay  c o s tu m e  i t s e l f  - -  a  b ea u tifu l deep  p ink , v e ry  lik e  h e r  b r id e s m a id s  in

idiC^ - -  w ith  a  p ink  f lo r a l  tu rb a n , w as to have re m a in e d  beh ind  in  the c lo s e t.

It h ad  no t. L u c i w as a d a m a n t. She w ould  n ot th ro w  h e r  bo u q u e t in  h e r  b r id a l

c o s tu m e  an d  th en  s lip  q u ie tly  aw ay in  the m o s t in co n sp icu o u s  o ld  sch o o l o u tfit

in  the c lo s e t.    A fte r  g r e a t  s tru g g le  we se n t fo r  the d r e s s  and  h a t. It

w as fu lly  an  h o u r l a t e r ,  w hile  g u e s ts  m ille d  a ro u n d  d o w n s ta irs , dancing ,

ea tin g , hav ing  ch am p ag n e , w aitin g  im p a tie n tly  on the law n . And L iz  c am e

in  w ith  a  h a r r i e d  look, w an ting  to know w hat she  cou ld  te l l  th em . She n eed ed  

   
to pu t the l id  on i f  L u c i h ad  d e p a r te d . And then  a  l i t t le  p a s t  6:00 Luci^glow ing 

in  h e r  lo v e ly  go in g -aw ay  c o s tu m e , an d  P a t  and  Lyndon an d  I w en t to the f i r s t  

f lo o r  b a lco n y  w h e re  down below  h e r  on the g round  w e re  ra n g e d  a l l  th e  

b r id e s m a id s  and  th o se  re m a in in g  g u e s ts - -  each  w ith  a  bag  of x a  r ic e  tie d  in  

p in k  n e t. L u c i c a re fu l ly  th re w  h e r  bouquet. It fe l l  c lo s e s t  to  Lynda; She 

r e t r ie v e d  i t .  L itt le  b ag s  of r ic e  f il le d  the a i r .  And w ith  a  w ave and  a hug 

an d  "M o th e r , y o u 'v e  g iv en  u s  the m o s t b e a u tifu l w edding" b re a th e d  in  m y  

e a r ,  and  re a c h in g  up once m o re  lik e  a  l i t t le  g i r l  in s te a d  of a  b r id e  to be ta l l  

enough  to k is s  h e r  daddy, a  l a s t  look  a t  the crow d  - -  L u c i an d  P a t  w e re  gone. 

B u t no t q u ite gone. "O p era tio n  d e p a r tu re "  w as fro m  then  on n o b o d y 's  b u s in e s s  

b u t Bob K o h le r 's  and  L u c i 's  and  P a t 's  an d  m ine - -  o r  so I b e lie v e .

It w as only  a  few  m in u te s  l a t e r  th a t I w ent to  L u c i 's  ro o m  to find  h e r  not 

th e r e .  T h a t ch ild  th a t i t  ta k e s  fo re v e r  to d r e s s  h ad  in  5 m in u te s  tim e , H elen  

s a id , p u t on h e r  m o s t in co n sp icu o u s  l i t t le  d a rk  d r e s s  and Je an  L o u is ' w edding
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g ift - -  a  h a lf  h a irp ie c e  - -  th a t looks lik e  c a s u a l «i£iSa3&-length c u r l s ,  ^ e  

h a d n 't  le f t  the h o u se . She w as so m ew h ere  w aitin g  fo r  Bob K o h le r 's  w o rd  

th a t a l l  w as in  r e a d in e s s .  I w en t u p s ta i r s  w h ere  M rs . N ugent had  long ago  

gone to r e s t ,  M rs . N ugent w as c u r le d  up on the so fa . She n e v e r  m en tio n s  

h e r  le g . B ut i t  h ad  b een  one g ru e lin g  day fo r  h e r  I know. A nd th e re  w as 

L u c i - -  sw e e tly  b e s id e  h e r ,  look ing  lik e  the L u c i th a t ought to  p ic k  up an  

a lg e b ra  book an d  a  L a tin  book  and  g e t off to schoo l. We w e re  te n s e ly  w aiting  

fo r  the  phone. In a m in u te  the c a ll  c a m e , L uci k is s e d  u s  b o th  and  w as  off 

down the h a ll  ru sh in g . I fo llow ed  h e r  to the e le v a to r .  I  w a tch ed  i t  go down.

I knew  th a t i t  w as  su p p o sed  to go to "B "  - -  o r  so I thought - -  an d  th a t they  

w ould go out th ro u g h  the tunnel in to  th e  T r e a s u ry  and  in to  the g a ra g e  an d  

fro m  th e re  in to  the c a r .  And on the f lo o r  of the c a r  — an  in co n sp icu o u s  

b la c k  sed an  to  New Y o rk  to  spend  the n ig h t a t  M a ry  L a s k e r 's  tow n h o u se .

Down w en t th e  e le v a to r  - -  fro m  3 to 2 to 1, b a c k  to 1 m e z z a n in e ..

M y h e a r t  a l m o s t  s to p p ed . It d id  no t go on to "B " . I do no t know w h at 

h ap p en ed . I s h a ll  hav e  to w a it t i l  she r e tu r n s ,  if  e v e r , to f in d  ou t. I  w a ite d  

a  few  m in u te s . By now i t  w as  6:30. I h ad  only a  b r e a th e r  b e fo re  the g u e s ts  

th a t I  h ad  in v ite d  to  com e and  w a tch  the TV show s w ith  m e w ould  a r r iv e .

T h ey  s ta r te d  in  a t  6:45 an d  found th e  w edding re c e p tio n  s t i l l  going on . .. 

I t  w as  7:10 b e fo re  th e   m u sic  d ied  aw ay  an d  the l a s t  of th e  w edding g u e s ts  

d r if te d  out.

V
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I h ad  g a th e re d  in  the Y ellow  O val Room  T ony and  M a t i a nn a  and  D iana 

an d  D onald , d e a r  E la in e  an d  the G riff in  T a tu m s , and  D o ris  and  Hugh an d  D iana 

and D udley, the P h ilip  B aldw ins and  A unt E llen . Lyndon cam e in  to be w ith  u s . .

And the G o n ellas  sto p p ed  by and  he m ad e  them  s ta y . We h ad  th re e  te le v is io n

- s e ts  in  the Y ellow  R oom , and  we a l l  g ro u p ed  a ro u n d  it , r e s t in g  o u r  fee t, hav ing

a  d r in k , an d  w a tch in g  the  day  we had  liv ed  th rough . N ancy D ic k e rso n 's  

p ro g ra m  ab o u t the w edding w as m a g n ific e n t.

L yndon an d  I c a lle d  h e r  an d  thanked  h e r .  P a r t  of i t  w as h e r  su p erb  

p ro fe s s io n a l  s e n se , and  p a r t  h e r  in s ig h t and  h e r  r e a l  c lo se n e s s  to  L u c i and  

P a t  and  to u s . She m ad e  m e fe e l r e m is s  in  no t h av in g he lp ed  to  see  th a t th e re  

w as  som e c o m m e n ta to r  on the o th e r  two who knew  u s  b e t te r .  G oodness know s 

th e re  h ad  b ee n  e f fo r ts .  T hey h ad  t r ie d  to  h ir e  Coki B oggs - -  so m e n e tw o rk  

had. And v e ry  e a r n e s t ly  they  h a d  t r ie d  to h ir e June W hite. ̂ I t  sm a c k e d  a  b i t  . 

o £ a  gueOT  a n  in v ita tio n  in  a  r a th e r  c o m m e rc ia l w ay.^ B ut i t  w ould  have

b ee n , p ro b ab ly , a  m o re  p e r cep tiv e  show .

1 b ro u g h t ou t the  bo u q u et of l i ly s  of the v a l le y  th a t  h a d  b e e n  on top of 

the w edding cake and  gave each  of the la d ie s  p r e s e n t  one to p r e s s  fo r  th e ir  

m e m o ry  books o r  w h a te v e r  they  w an ted .

L yndon w ent off an d  took  the G onellas  w ith  h im  to the D easo n s  who 

w e re  going to g a th e r  a l l  of the A u stin  people  a t  th e ir  ho u se  fo r  d r in k s  and  

b u ffe t su p p e r  an d  r e m in is c e n c e s .  And then  the r e s t  of us s e tt le d  down - -  

the  p la te s  w hich  we h e lp ed  o u rse lv e s  fro m  the D an ie l W eb s te r  b u ffe t in  th e  

f a m ily  din ing  room  - -  the v e ry  f i r s t  b u ffe t of th a t s o r t  I  r e m e m b e r  h e re
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in  th is  h o u se . A nd b a c k  we w en t to the  T ru m a n  B alco n y  to  exchange o u r 

ow n v ig n e tte s  of th e  day .

A nd D orris to ld  m e ab o u t p lan s  in  K ar n a c k  by  the Im p ro v em e n t

A s so c ia tio n  to  t ry  to  buy  the old s to re  fro m  D addy 's  e s ta te  fo r  a  co m m u n ity

c e n te r .  T h a t th ey  h ad  p lan ted  the l i t t le  c i r c le  w h ere  the h ighw ay  a p p ro a c h e d

h is  s to re  w ith  sh ru b s  and  f lo w e rs  and  w e re  keep ing  i t  up r a th e r  w e ll. And 
■ t " "  '....... .....................

ab o u t ho p es  fo r  im p ro v in g  the Caddo S tate p a rk . One of the S ta te  g a rd e n  

c lu b s  w as  going to m ak e  a  p ro je c t  to p lan t w ild  f lo w e rs  in  i t .  And i f  th e re  

a r e  enough h o u rs  in  the d ay  and  e n e rg y  in  m e , I w an t to  be  a p a r t  of : ^ i t  a l l .

T ony h a d  h a d  a  g r e a t  good tim e  - -  see in g  o ld  f r ie n d s ,  m e e tin g  new  

o n e s .  He h as  b e e n  su ch  a  p a r t  of ou r life  up  h e r e .   A nd A va s a id  th a t noth ing  

you cou ld  e v e r  have done fo r  h e r  w ould have eq u a lled  th is  in v ita tio n .

T he T ru m a n  b a lco n y  w as flooded  w ith  m e m o r ie s  and  love a s  w e a l l  s a id  

goodbye, v e r y  w e a ry  a t  an  e a r ly  h o u r - -  b e fo re  10:00. A nd I w ith  one e a r  

cocked  fo r  any  new s o v e r  the TV o r  ra d io  abou t the c h i ld re n s ' w h e re ab o u ts  

w as  r e l ie v e d  th a t no w o rd  h ad  co m e.

By 11:00 I w as in  bed , and  Lyndon w as hom e fro m  the  D e a so n s .  And 

the  g re a t ,  g r e a t  day  w as o v e r  - -  h ap p ily , b eau tifu lly , to o u r  h e a r t 's  d e lig h t --  

a  p a r t  of the m e m o r ie s  of th is  g r e a t  W hite H o u se .,
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