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T he la s t  of the h ou se  g u e s ts  a re  lea v in g . Q uiet is  d escen d in g  on the 

W hite H ouse a fter  the te m p est of a c t iv ity . The R ays got o ff and le f t  a sw e e t  

n ote w h ich  I found w hen I w oke a t 10:00. T i l l i e  and Gerry had le f t  ju st a l i t t le  

w h ile  e a r l ie r .  T h ey  had told  m e goodbye la s t  n igh t. How I w ish  that Lyndon  

co u ld  sh a re  i t  - -  th is  o c c a s io n a l a b ility  of m in e w h en  v e r y  t ir e d  - -  e ith e r  

e m o tio n a lly  or  .p h y sica lly  - -  to s le e p  u n til 10:00, b eca u se , w e a lm o s t  n ev er  

go to s le e p  b e fo re  1:00 or 2:00 .

I gave P a t s y  in s tr u c tio n s  to se e  that J e s s ie  H unter and the M alech ek s  

had good tou rs of M t. V ernon - -  h o p efu lly  w ith  the C urator - -  and of the 

C u stis  M a n sio n . Lyndon had sudd en ly  changed th e ir  tr a v e l p lan s and m o v ed  

them  in to  the W hite H ouse, on Sunday n ight to spend the n ight, m aking o th er  

r e s e r v a t io n s  fo r  them  la te  M onday. It w ill  m ean  so  m uch to th e se  th ree .

T h a t's  one of the th in gs I lik e  m o s t  about h im . He g r a sp s  the go lden  m o m en t.

He d o e sn 't  w a it to p lan  som e long tr ip  in  fu ture y e a r s  for  J e s s ie  and J ew el 

and D a le , but d o es  w hat he can today,

I  took  m y  co ffe e  into L ynda's room  and cu r led  up on the b ed  and had  

a n ic e  lon g  ta lk  w ith  h e r  and W arrie  Lynn about th e ir  w eek s  a c t iv it ie s .

Lynda i s  gettin g  o ff for  N ew  Y o rk  today, and W arrie  Lynn w ill  go on W edn esd ay . 

Lynda w il l  be having job in te r v ie w s  w ith  M cC alls  and A m er ica n  H er ita g e . 

P o s s ib ly  sh e  w i l l  s e e  A rthur G old b erg . I think sh e has ta lk ed  it  out w ith  

M cG eorge Bundy. T hey w il l  s e e  sh o w s. Lynda w il l  buy c lo th e s . M o stly  

th ere  w il l  be the e x c item en t of b e in g  w ith  G eorge in  that fa sc in a tin g  c ity .
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She h as a lunch date w ith  D avid M err ick  to ta lk  about a p la y  that G eorge  

m a y  do. Lynda i s  r e a lly  on the edge of an e x c it in g  w o r ld  - -  w id e -e y e d  and  

in te r e s te d . B ut a lw a y s I think a s  a s ig h ts e e r  and not a s  a  p a r tic ip a n t.

I had c a lle d  A lic e  B row n and m ade p lan s to go dow n to H untlands 

fo r  the f ir s t  tim e in  m o re  than two y e a r s .  F ir s t  I w ent to  L yn d on 's o ffice  

and told  him  w hat I p lanned to dp. _ He sa id , "C all m e b e fo r e  you co m e  back .

I m igh t jo in  you. ”

And then I d isa p p ea red  not te llin g  A shton or  anyone w h ere  I w a s going. 

T h ere  a r e  p la c e s  - -  the v e r y  nam es of w hich  evoke for  m e  the thought of

c o m p le te  r e la x a t io n̂ of lea v in g  a ll  c a r e s  behind. T h ey  a r e  w in ged  n a m es . 

H untlands is  one o f th em . The V irg in  Is la n d s . And to  a c o n s id e r a b le  ex ten t, 

C a m p  D avid . T he R anch i s  not one of th em , b e c a u se  h e r e  a l l  m y  u n d o n e /  

c h o r e s  r is e  up to a c c u se  m e .

I found A lic e  and G eorge around the p oo l. T h ey  have had a  w eek en d  

fu ll of h o u se  g u e s ts  and now ev ery o n e  w a s gone. And w e c u r led  up in  d e lig h ted  

c o n v e r sa tio n , soak in g  up the sun and lem o n a d e, and o c c a s io n a lly  a  dip to 

c o o l off.

G eorge  to ld  m e of h is  plan^already put into action^of m ak ing  a  co rp o ra tio n  

out o f  H untlands w h ich  w il l  be p a r tic ip a ted  in  by  th eir  fiv e  ch ild re n  - -  th ey  

have s im p ly  in c lu d ed  the H erm an B row n ’s adopted  ch ild ren  - -  and th e ir

1 1  g ra n d ch ild ren . T h ey  w il l  a l l  own s h a r e s , and H untlands w il l  be a  so r t  of 

a C ountry Club to w h ich  they can  a l l  com e - -  one of the m a s te r p ie c e s  o f th eir

(
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lif e  i s  that they a l l  lik e  and en joy  each  oth er - -  a l l  the fa m ily  - -  a l l  th ree  

g e n e r a t io n s . It in te r e s te d  m e b e c a u se  I had b een  thinking on. the w a y  down 

w hat w ould  happen to th is  lo v e ly  o ld  p la ce  w hen G eorge and A lic e  le f t  th is  

w o r ld .

We had T e s s ie ' s  w on d erfu l V irg in ia  ham , hom em ade b rea d  and S w iss  

c h e e s e , and f r e s h  p ea ch es  and ic e d  tea , around the sw im m in g  p o o l. And  

th en  I w en t in  for  a  nap w h ich  w a s of c o u r se  i llu a o r y, but I had brough t a good  

b ook  to rea d . Lynda h a s  g iven  m e the "Agony and the E csta sy "  in  p ap erb ack , 

and I am  a ls o  read in g  "Lyndon John son  and the W orld" by Ge y e l in .

And then about 5:00 I d r e s s e d  and return ed  to the p oo l to fin d  that the 

G eorge  M cG hees had jo in ed  u s  w ith  th e ir  daughter Marcia ̂ a - a n d  h er  bab y and  

th e ir  daughter B a b eck  - -  a T u rk ish  n am e fo r  baby, b e c a u se  she had b een  

b orn  th ere .

We ta lk ed  about L y n d a ' s  tim e  in  G erm any. T hey w e re  a s  m u ch  in

lo v e  w ith  h er  a p p aren tly  a s  she w ith  th em . T hey had a l l  taken e a ch  o th er  

v e r y  e a s i ly .  It w as an in te r e s t in g  hour or tw o. L ittle  b its  ofsafioBaaaadnkax 

c o n v e r sa tio n  I r em em b er  - -  C e c ile  M cG hee say in g , "you ca n 't k eep  the  

G erm an s from  w o rk in g ."  E v ery b o d y 's  p u zz lem en t a t w hy th e R u ss ia n s  

hadn't m ade a sh o w ca se  out o f E a st G erm an y.  In stead , i t  w a s  in c r e d ib ly  

d u ll and u g ly  w ith  w ar  ru in s s t i l l  stand ing .  G eorge M cG hee sa y in g , "We 

a r e  lon g  overd u e in  E u rop e."
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H e v e r y  m uch w an ted  Lyndon to m ake a tr ip  to W est G erm any, F ra n ce  

and E ngland so m e tim e  b e fo re  the y ea r  is  o v e r . He th inks that de G a u lle 's

ap p aren t fe e lin g  that the P r e s id e n t  should  com e to s e e  h im  b eca u se  he is

'  '  '  '  " I

s e n io r  is  c o r r e c t  and a c tu a lly  u n im portan t.  H e 's  a r e a l  ad vocate  o f an  |

A m e r ic a n  p r e se n c e , and soon , on the con tin en t.  Not to go he f e e l s ,  i s  ju st |
6iu i.<L£XL  ■ ■ 

to abd icate  any in flu en ce  and p r e s t ig e  to de G aulle.

G eorge i s  having the m o st w on d erfu l tim e on h is  S ta te -s id e  v a ca tio n , I

h ir in g  a  b u lld o zer  and c le a r in g  land a t F a r m e r 's  D eligh t. And he h im s e lf  

i s  r id in g  around  in  a p ickup truck  - -  ra th er  o ld  and b a ttered  - -  g iv in g  |
■ I

 ̂ in s tr u c t io n s  on whe:;e to dig a pond - -  r e lish in g  e v e r y  m o m en t of b e in g  a

fa r m e r . And he w a s c e r ta in ly  talk ing to an u n derstan d in g  a u d ien ce  w ith  m e . ]

I  w anted  to s e e  F a r m e r 's  D eligh t. We got in  h is  pickup - -  the A m b assa d o r  

and the F ir s t  Lady.— peop le  w ere  enjoying it , but the t it le  sounded  

in co n g ru o u s— ^ d  w e drove o v er  to F a r m e r 's  D eligh t, fo llo w ed  by A lic e  

and  the o th er  M cG h ees.

We sa t  out on the te r r a c e  look in g  to the fa r  b lue m ou nta in s a c r o s s  the 

r o llin g  g reen  m ead ow s and w oodlands and enjoyed  the m a g ic  hour o f tw iligh t  

w ith  the va-l l e y o f  the b ir d s  w h ee lin g  above u s . And o v er  on the lef^^som e 

c o lu m n s fro m  a  m o n a ste r y  of the m id d le  a g es. T hey m ake a so r t  o f  a long  

co lon ad e  - - a  w a lk  - -  w ith  a grape a rb or  above it  I b e lie v e . And th ey  had  

b een  p u rch a sed  from  the S k  W illiam  Randolph Hearst e s ta te . Such a d e lig h tfu l 

^  m ix tu r e  joy  i s  th is  o ld  h ou se  - -  b u ilt b e fo re  the R evo lu tio n a ry  W ar, s e t  in  

so m e  o f the m o s t  b ea u tifu l r e a l e s t a t e  the L ord  e v er  m a d e , .
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TJaSfct is  one thing about today that h a s  b een  pain fu l - -  th is  lo v e ly  

co u n try sid e  is  so  d ry , d ry , d ry . In the c ity  you fo r g e t the p a s s in g  o f the 

s e a s o n s , the w aning and w axing of the m oon^—|aow  im p o rta n t ra in fa ll i s .

And I had not r e a liz e d  the ex ten t of the drought o f th is  su m m e r̂ o n ly  w hen  

I w ould  lo o k  a t the t r e e s  and the sh ru b s that the P a rk  D ep a rtm en t h a s  bought 

and h as lo s t  or  i s  in  danger of lo s in g .

It w a s  a v e r y  p lea sa n t hour w ith good talk , v e r y  c a su a l, not a serv a n t  

in  s ig h t. And th eir  ad orab le  2 -y e a r  o ld  granddaughter running around  u n d er-

fo o t. •

A nd then c lo s e  to dark a t 8:00 w e w ent b ack  to H untlands fo r  a d e lic io u s  

din ner in the din ing room  I rem em b er  a s  the sce n e  of so m e of the b e s t  

e v en in g s  o f m y  l i f e .

A lic e  h a s  r e c o v e r e d  the so fa s  y e llo w  - -  n e a r ly  the sa m e . She h a s  s e v e r a l  

n ew  pain ti ngs - -  a w ater  c o lo r  of the V irg in ia  lan d scap e  that I lo v ed . It 

rem in d ed  m e o f Wye th.

A m ong the m any jo y s  I have p lanned for  the tim e w hen w e a r e  n o  lo n g e r  

in  th is  lin e  of w ork  a r e  v is i t s  to p eop le  lik e  the M cG hees and the B row n s  

and m ayb e h ou se  p a r t ie s  a t  the R anch from  A p r il through June that, 

so m e o f the m o s t  in te r e s t in g  peop le  I know. But I sh a ll have to s tr iv e  if  

I am  to g iv e  so  m u ch  in  co n v e rsa tio n  and c r o s s - f e r t i l iz a t io n  o f id e a s  a s  

the o n es  I en joy  m o s t  do g ive .
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It w a s 10:00 w h en  I le f t  H untlands and I d rove  in^^ the W hite H ouse  

about 11:30 to find  Lyndon at d inner a lo n e . My only so la c e  w as that i t  

m igh t m ea n  he w ould  have l e s s  n ight read ing  - -  the fa c t that he had s ta y ed  

a t h is  d e sk  u n til p a st 11:00.
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