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I had  s le p t so w e ll. U nhappily , Lyndon had  no t. He had  b e e n  aw ake 

a t  2 :00 an d  a t  4 :00 , an d  w as up a t  6:30 and  s lip p ed  q u ie tly  out w hile  I  sank  

g ra te fu l ly  b a c k  in to  thie so ft e m b ra c e  of s lee p .

A bout 8:45 I w as up and  abou t m y  job. B ut the h o u se  w as q u ie t. T h o se  

e a s i e s t  of a l l  h o u se  g u e s ts  - -  the  K r im s  - -  h a d  tak en  the J o s nea*s and  

d e p a r te d . W h ere , I do no t know. Lyndon w as out r id in g . And I sp en t about 

2 - 1 /2  h o u rs^ v e ry  needed^on the te lephone  w ith  B e s s , H e n ry  H all  W ilson  an d  

M ike M an ato s, B ill  M o y ers , w ork ing  on the l i s t s  fo r  the upcom ing  p a r t ie s .

T h e  one on A ugust 2 3 rd  fo r  the young fo lks who a r e  g e ttin g  m a r r ie d  - -  

H u b e rt H u m p h re y 's  son , and  Bob M c N a m a ra 's  d au g h te r , an d  B ill W irtz ' son . 

A nd the p a r ty  on S ep tem b er 7 th  fo r  the  Tchaikovsky w in n e rs . And the one on 

the  8 th  - -  the S tate D inner fo r  Ne Win of B u rm a . ^

B e s s , th a t w o n d erfu lly  e ff ic ie n t p e rso n , h ad  sen t m e  down the l a s t  two 

l i s t s .  We h ad  m a d e  good p ro g re s s  on the  A ugust 2 3 rd  l i s t  b e fo re  leav in g . B ut 

i f  w e ll done, th ey  take m u c h  *saaaĝ rtK thought and  in te rw ea v in g  of th o se  who 

w ould  en jo y  an d  be su ita b le  fo r  the o c c a s io n  - -  w ould lig h t the even ing  up - -  

th o se  w ho have h e lp e d  u s  m ak e  o u r  l iv e s  m o re  u se fu l o r  m o re  fun - -  th o se  

w hom  the  g u e s ts  of honor p a r t ic u la r ly  w an t to  h av e . A nd a lw ays a  check ing  

to  t r y  to b r in g  in  new  people to expand  o u r f ie ld . So i t  w as  about 11:30 b e fo re  

I f in ish e d  m y  c a l ls ,  and  th e re  w as Lyndon in  the d o o r. "A re  you r e a d y  to go 

r id in g  w ith  m e ? " A nd I  w as  g lad  th a t I  cou ld  g ive a  q u ic k  "y e s " with, no 

a m e n d m e n ts .
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We w ent th ro u g h  the  R eag an  and  then on to the Segner ̂ r o p e r t y .  And I 

cou ld  see  L y n d o n 's  m in d  w o rk in g  ab o u t buying one m o re  p la c e , I  o ften  laugh  

ab o u t h im  and  lan d .  Som e m en  ru n  r a c e  h o r s e s ,  som e m en  c o lle c t  jew e ls  o r

,  iv //p a in tin g s , and  so m e  m en  w an t "m o re  co u n try " — m o re  land .

We w en t down to w ard  J o rd a n 's  to see  w h ere  D ale h ad  s e n t a  couple of 

h is  b oys b e c a u se  it  w as too w et to w ork^on the t r a c to r s ,  to  cu t the  d ead  w ood 

out of t r e e s  an d  to p u ll down the g ra p e v in e s . It is  a  g re a t  te m p ta tio n  to see  

a  t r e e  c le a n  an d  o rd e r ly  and  n ea t. We y e a rn  to do i t  fo r  a l l  of them  a n d  you
'4 ^  / .

cou ld  a s  w e ll l^y'liandful of d iam o n d s.

We w e re  b a ck  a t  the h o u se  by  1:00. We s a t  down f o r  lu n ch  w ith  the 

K r im s  and  the Jo n se a s  who have had  a  w o n d erfu l m o rn in g  se e in g  the boyhood 

in  Jo h n so n  C ity , w h ich  w as qu ite  fu ll th ey  sa id . It h ad  a lr e a d y  had  250 by 

m id -m o rn in g . T hen  going on to  the M o u rsu n d s ' ^ranch w h e re  th e ir  d a u g h te r

Daphne h ad  a g re e d  to h ire  p u t a s  a  cow hand fo r the n ex t w eek  - -  a b so lu te ly  

in  love w ith  life  a t  Round M ountain . W hat a  w o rld  a p a r t  f ro m  h e r  life  in  

New Y o rk  C ity  an d  Long Is la n d  and  S w itzerland !

A nd l i t t le  M a ry  S la te r  and  Jake  an d  Ge nny and  Ju a n ita  w e re  w ith  u s .

I h a d  tu rn e d  o v e r  to Ju a n ita  fo r  the A rc h iv e s  som e of the s i lv e r  th a t I e s p e c ia lly  

t r e a s u r e d  - -  L y n d a 's  and  L u c i 's  baby  fo rk s  and  spoons w ith  th e i r  n a m e s  on 

th em , a  f is h  knife th a t h ad  b een  l ib e ra te d  fro m  B erch te sg ad en  b y  the f i r s t  

A m e r ic a n  s o ld ie r s  to  e n te r ,  am ong whom w as C ap ta in  W hite. I t  h ad  a  v e ry  

p ro u d  eag le  and  the in i t ia ls  "A. H." on i t .  The s i l v e r  d ish  th a t P re s id e n t
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K ennedy  had  g iven  Lyndon and  m e w hen he sp en t the n igh t a t  the R anch  

on N o v em b er 17, 1960. A v e ry  g ra c e fu l th ing fo r  h im  to do - -  to com e to 

the hom e of the V ice P re s id e n t .  And when he had  found out i t  w as o u r  w edding 

a n n iv e r s a r y  h e  had  som ehow  m an ag ed  in  a few h o u rs  tim e  to g e t th is  s i lv e r  

d ish  e n g ra v e d  an d  h ad  p re s e n te d  i t  to u s  th a t even ing .  And a ls o  to Ju a n ita  

I  h a d  g iv e n *  1908 L a d ie s  H om e Jo u rn a ls  th a t h ad  b e en  in  the  r a c k  down a t  

the b ir th p la c e  house  an d  w e re  g e ttin g  m o re  ta t te re d  e v e ry  day.

I  a lw ay s  fe e l  sad  w hen i t  is  tim e  fo r  Lyndon to go b a c k  to  W ashington  

a f t e r  a  s tay  a t  the R anch . He to ld  m e th a t m o rn in g  th a t he w as  no t s le e p in g  

 ̂ w e ll n ig h t a f te r  n ig h t - -  th a t i t  i s  the u n re lie v e d  p r e s s u r e  of V ie t-N am  an d

the r is in g  d a n g e r of in fla tio n  th a t m a k e s  those  n ig h t s le e p le s s .  He is  a  m an  

o f m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  d isc ip lin e^ an d  so m e tim e s  u n d isc ip lin ed . He d r in k s  

h a rd ly  a t  a l l  a n y m o re , an d  y e t he h a s  g a in ed  a  good d e a l too m u ch  and  can n o t 

p a s s  up seco n d  h e lp in g s  and  M a ry 's  good d e sser t s .

I k is s e d  h im  goodbye a t  1:30 and  w en t by h e lic o p te r  in to  A u s tin . I  had  

s p e n t a  p a r t  of the  m o rn in g  d isp a tch in g  H elen  a n d  J a m e s  and  M r. Kle in  w ith  

tw o p ickup  lo a d s  of L u c i 's  w edding p re s e n ts  and  a  double bed  th a t we w e re  

len d in g  them  p lu s  a  k itch en  tab le  and  som e c h a ir s  in to the ho u se  on Her r i ta g e  

W ay. And I a r r iv e d  th e re  m y se lf  a  l i t t le  p a s t  2:00.

I suppose  i t  i s  som e s o r t  of a  second  c h a p te r  - -  a  tu rn in g  p o in t - -  w hen  

you b eg in  h e lp in g  s e t  up h o u sek eep in g  fo r  y o u r  d au g h te r. And I  am  a r r iv in g  

a t  i t  a  l i t t le  la te  - -  53.  I  w alked  in  an d  co u ld n ' t, h e lp  b u t have a  l i t t le  s ink ing
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of the h e a r t .   T h is  c h a rm in g  ho u se  w as so  sm a ll  in d eed  and  so m u ch  n eed ed  

to  be done - -  the e le c t r ic i ty  n o t on, one c h a ir ,  one ta b le , two la m p s  in  the 

liv in g  room  looking  h ap h aza r d  and  lo n e ly , and  b ig  b o x es  fu ll  of w edding 

g ifts  - -  a t  l e a s t  la b e le d  - -  c o v e rin g  the b ed ro o m  f lo o r . W ell, o f su ch  

b eg in n in g s  a  hom e is  m ad e .

I  le f t  J a m e s  an d  H elen  an d  M r. Kle in  a t  w o rk  a n d  w en t to th e  b eau ty  

p a r lo r .  And w hen  I  r e tu rn e d  they  had  go tten  the w h ee ls  in  m o tio n  to ge t the 

e le c t r i c i ty  tu rn e d  on, and  had  m ade a  l i t t le  l i s t  of the th in g s  we co u ld  b r in g
yh

in  a t  the n e x t p a s s in g  MMHjfeHHift L u c i. A cheste^; d r a w e rs ,  fo u r  law n 

^ c h a ir s  fo r  the m in u te  p o rc h . I  th ink  of a l l  th is  in  c o n tr a s t  with the s i lv e r

e m b ro id e re d  c a ftan s  fro m  th e  C h ief of S tate of M o ro cco a n d  Ayub K ah n 's  

e m e ra ld  a n d  d iam o n d  n e c k la c e ^  ^ d  i t  i s  r a th e r  h ila rio u s ."U  F o r  d ay s  and  

day s  I have b een  w a itin g  to be f re e  to w alk  the r iv e r  and  now w as  m y  c h a n c e ^  

So by 4:30 I w as b ac k  in  the h e lic o p te r  and  bound f o r  the Sch a r n h o rs t .

A nd fro m  th e re  to M r. O ran g e ’ s R anch  to the r iv e r .  M r. O ran g e  h ad  a  m o s t 

w o n d e rfu l c ro p  of w ild  T e x a s  p e rs im m o n s . T he r ip e  ones w e re  now b la c k  

an d  so ft and  I  ta s te d  one - - a  r a th e r  sw eet b lan d  f ru it .  Not b ad  b u t I  d id n 't  

p a r t ic u la r ly  lik e  i t .  B ut the d e e r  did. T hey  w e re  fe a s tin g  in  d ro v e s .  Some 

of the b ig g e s t bucks w ith  the f in e s t  r a c k s  I have e v e r  seen  Lyndon : cou ld  no t

have se e n  them  w ith o u t w arn in g  them .
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T h is  tim e  the w alk ing  w as  r a th e r  good. M ost of the w ay the r iv e r  b ed  

w a s  w ide w ith  s a n d b a rs  fu ll of p eb b le s  an d  so m e tim e s  b ig  b o u ld e rs  an d  fa u lts  

th a t r a n  s la n t-w a y s  a c r o s s  the r iv e r  - -  a lm o s t lik e  s tep p in g  s to n e s  - -  so th a t
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once w hen we n eed ed  to c r o s s ,  we cou ld  a c tu a lly  do i t  a lm o s t  w ithout 

g e ttin g  w e t. T h e re  w as a song of l i t t le  ra p id s  in  o u r  e a r s  m o s t of the w ay.

In the so ft san d  we cam e  a c r o s s  coon t r a c k s .  And once C la re n c e , s tep p in g  

o v e r  a  ro c k , s a id  "L ook! " w ith  ex c ite m e n t in  h is  v o ice . And th e re  w as a 

p e r f e c t  fo o tp r in t o f a  m a n 's  sh o e , I  w as a s  s u rp r is e d  a s  R ob inson  C a ru s o  

w a s . I  w o n d e red  who an d  w hy. L a te r  on, r a th e r  re p e a te d ly , we looked  

f o r  foot p r in ts .  S e v e ra l t im e s  we found them . He w as w alk ing  in  the  o p p o site  

d ire c t io n  f ro m  aBK u s , and  I th ink  by  the s iz e  of the p r in ts ,  ^  m u s t have b een  

a  boy.

i C la re n c e  h ad  lo o k ed  a t  the r iv e r  fro m  a h e lic o p te r  s in c e  I had  b een

gone and  to ld  m e th e re  w e re  ro a d s  out ̂ w here  a  c a r  co u ld  com e to m e e t 

u s  ̂ e ith e r ab o u t one m ile  down the r iv e r  o r  abou t th re e  m ile s ,  A llow ing fo r  

a t  l e a s t  100% e r r o r ,  I  thought i t  couldn't be m o re  than  s ix  m ile s .  We h ad  

e le c te d  to a s k  them  to c o m e  to  the second  po in t of pickup, and  we e x p e c te d  

to ge t th e re  b y  d a rk . So I w as  a m a ze d  to h e a r  w hen C la re n c e 's  p e d o m e te r  

r e g i s te r e d  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  than  th re e  m ile s  - -  Woody T a y lo r  say in g  o v e r  the  

ta lk in g  m ach in e  th a t he  co u ld  see  u s .  T h e ir  p ickup w as m oving  in  fro m  a 

h igh  h i l l  d i re c t ly  above u s  down to w ard  the r iv e r .  T he po in t o f c o n ta c t w as 

to  be a  d e e r  cam p  in  a  g rove  of t r e e s  r ig h t a t  the foot of a  g r e a t  b lu ff th a t 

r o s e  a t  the r i v e r 's  b an k s s tr a ig h t  up to the sky.

Q ' A nd so aaosBBsaiaig a m a z in g ly  we w e re  th e re  a t  the sam e  tim e , and  i t

a c tu a lly  w as th re e  m ile s .
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T he sky  w as fu ll of g re a t  c louds lik e  pow der p u ffs , changing to e v e ry  

sh ad e  of p ink  and  ro s e  and  f in a lly  g ra y . I c lim b ed  r a th e r  g ra te fu lly  in to  

th e  B ro n co  w ith  B en B lo s s m a n ,  and  w e beg an  the s te e p  a s c e n t  of the h i l l .  

T h o se  d e e r  h u n te rs  th a t le a s e  th is  p lace  m u s t r e a l ly  w ant to get aw ay  fro m  

l ife , th e ir  b u s in e s s ,  th e ir  w iv es  - -  e v e ry th in g  - -  b ec au se  they  r e a l ly  leav e  

c iv il iz a tio n  b eh in d  a t  th e  top -o f-th is  r id g e . B ut I w as  en joy ing  th e  e u p h o ria  

of being  p h y s ic a lly  t i r e d  and  hav ing  a  c o ld  b e e r  an d  looking a t  th e  g re a t  

d ra m a  of the su n se t.

I w as b a c k  a t  the R anch  a t  7:30 and  had  ju s t  b ro ile d  s te a k  and  to m a to e s  

in  b e d  w h ile  I  phoned in v ita tio n s  fo r  to m o rro w  n ig h t 's  d in n e r . And I  ta lk e d  

to  L u c i who gave m e  a  d e lig h tfu l acco u n t of th e ir  f i r s t  w e e k 's  a n n iv e r s a ry .  

P a t  h ad  taken  h e r  ou t to d in n e r , bought h e r  an  ounce of Jo y  p e rfu m e , 

e a te n  the food an d  d ru n k  the w a te r  of th e  Is la n d s , and  th en  on Sunday h ad  

p ro m p tly  b een  q u ite  i l l .  She m ira c u o u s ly  had  no t. She h ad  in s te a d  gone 

sn o rk e lin g  and  la y  id on the  b e ac h  and  m e t up w ith  ten  nu n s who w e re  in  

sw im m ing  — som ehow  I n e v e r  thought nuns w ent sw im m ing  - -  an d  she had  

b e e n  en ch an ted  w ith  th em , took them  fo r  a  b o a t r id e  - -  a  m o s t extraordinary 

l i t t le  g ir l .

So i t  w as e a r ly  to bed . A nd a v e ry  sa tis fy in g  day . T he s o r t  th a t m a k e s  

m e k±as b e lie v e  i t  c a n  be  a  good t ra n s i t io n  fro m  the P o to m ac  b a c k  to the 

P e d e rn a le s .


