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It w as a day of h igh  adventure of m y  v e r y  in d iv idu a l kind.

In the m o rn in g . D r. and M rs. D onovan Corrall and I w ent in  se a r c h  of 

flo w e r  s e e d s .
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It a l l  b egan  w hen I saw  som e b lu e b e l ls  at the C h r is t ian C hurch in
i ' ' ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ '■ P
■f John son  C ity . I had tra ck ed  them' down a s  com in g  from  M rs. G ib son 's''

ra n ch v  a  part of the Bruckner ranch. ' /

D r e s s e d  in  blue jean s and boots and sun hat, I s e t  out on th is  c a r e fr e e  

e x p ed itio n . But it  turned out that I had to go back  and g et M rs . G ibson fo r

a gu id e. She had known Lyndon a l l  h is  l i f e .  She w as a  Bruckner  She w ore

a sun .b on n et....She had that d e lig h tfu l com b in ation  of d ign ity , fr ie n d lin e s s

and s im p lic ity  that I fond ly  and p rob ab ly  quite w ron g ly  im a g in e  to be p o s s e s s e d  

m o s t ly  b y  country  p eo p le . She w as glad  to d r ive  u s  over  to the f ie ld  to s e e  

the b lu e  b e l l s .  Y e s , th ey  had b een  b loom in g  a l l  su m m er - -  a  v a s t  sh e e t o f  

b lu e . We w en t south  through the p a s tu r e s , g rad u a lly  c lim b in g  t i l  Johnson  C ity  

w a s  in  the v a lle y  b elow  u s  - -  lo v e ly  p a s tu r e s , dotted  w ith  la r g e  l iv e  oa k s.

And then fin a lly  w e e m e rg e d  on a w id e , g r a s s y  m eadow  in  fu ll su n sh in e . T h ere  

w a s  a  tank. The land  w a s m o is t  and r ic h . And th ere  w e r e  h u n d red s, hu n d red s  

o f  blue b e l l s  s t i l l  in  b lo o m , though th ey  had b een  kscd a t th eir  peak  she sa id

tw o w e ek s  or  a m on th  a g o . D r. Corrall. id en tified  them  a s  a  m em b er  of the
,  . • ------- .

gen tian  fa m ily . T h e ir  L atin  n a m es d e fea t m e ^  l% e rep etitio n  h a s  not 

ed u cated  m e y e t.

He w a s e x c ite d . He got out and took p ic tu re s  and lo o k ed . He sa id  

he had n ev er  s e e n  so  m an y b e fo re  in  a l l  h is  sea rch in g  for  w ild  f lo w e r s
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a c r o s s  T ex a s  - -  a c r o s s ,  in  fa c t, the U nited  S ta te s . He cu t open one o f 

the s e e d  pods w ith  h is  thumb n a il, but no, it  w a s  s t i l l  w e t and s t ic k y  and  

g r e e n . But you cou ld  s e e  the d ozen s of tiny  s e e d s  that in  tim e w hen th ey  

w e r e  dry  m igh t p o s s ib ly  be propagated  by sp rea d in g  them  out in  so m e  

m ead ow . We tr ie d  to p ick  rf a few . C o n sen su s  w as th ey  w e r e  s im p ly  not 

rea d y . M rs. G ibson sa id  we cou ld  com e back  an y  tim e  and g e t a l l  w e w anted . 

T h ere  i s  a g e n e r o s ity  o f sp ir it  in peop le  who do not have a  g rea t d e a l.

We w e re  h av in g  a  m a rv e lo u s  tim e . The sun w a s b ea tin g  down and the day  

gettin g  on. So s in c e  w e cou ld n 't ga th er  see d , w e took M rs . G ibson hom e  

and le ft  for  the D iam ond X R anch.
■ — .

I had ta lk ed  to N i t a  and she had told m e w e could  co m e out and p ick  

a s  m a n y  m ountain  pinks a s  w e w anted.

A s  w e r o lle d  o v er  the b a r r en  c a lic h e  h il ls  w e p a sse d  two a ir -c o n d it io n e d

c a r r y a lls  - - a  kind of g ian t jeep  - -  loaded  w ith  to u r is ts . M elvin  had som e

aiA
lo c a l  b oy  show ing them  h is  N oah's ark  of n ative  d eer  and^antelope and buffalo  

and lo n g -h o rn  c a tt le  and w ild  tu rk eys and stran ge  ex o tic  d eer  and s i k a  and  

Ax is  and b ig  h orn  sh eep  and the d in osau r tra ck s .

The m ou ntain  pinks w hich  a r e  lik e  a  l it t le  n o se g a y  of tin y  pink f lo w e r e ts  - -  

hu ndreds o f them  - -  c o m p le te ly  co v er in g  the s tr a w -lik e  s tem  so  that it  lo o k s  

l ik e  a d e lic a te  pink powder^puff^grow in  the m o st in c r ed ib ly  b a rren  c a lic h e
Orv-^ '

(  s o i l  iefeTrrirtg a  h il ls id e  strew n  w ith  r o c k s . T hey a re  p a st b loom in g  now.

J u st l i t t le  g lo b es  of pure s tra w  w ith  h ere  and th ere  a pink b lo s s o m . And
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D r . C o r r e ll  th inks they m u st have dropped m illio n s  of s e e d s  w h ere  they  

a r e .  So w hen w e saw  a h il ls id e  o ffer in g  a few , w e got out and w a lk ed  and  

w e found m o r e  and m o r e  and m o r e . F rom  ea ch  w e took h a lf  o f the l it t le  

g lo b e  le a v in g  the r e s t  for  N i t a ‘s h il ls id e  to m ake ,su re  that p ro d ig a l nature  

le f t s  i t s  abundance. And .we stu ffed  our trop h ies in  en v e lo p es  la b e le d  

"W hite H ouse"  u n til w e had about th ree  b u lg in g  o n e s . And then hot, s u c c e s s fu l ,  

and  happy, w e h ead ed  b ack  to Johnson  C ity , stopp ing a t the boyhood hom e

lo n g  enough to have so m e c o o l lem on ad e w ith  J e s s ie  and lo o k  at the grounds
i

w h ich  w e r e  in  r e a lly  v e r y  good shape, ex cep t for the r o s e s  and w i s te r ia  

^ n eed in g  so m e iro n  sulfate

We d rove around Johnson C ity  to the old  F o r t s it e ,  and I to ld  h im  about 

ou r p lan s for  it  w ith in  the next y e a r .

And then retu rn ed  hom e fo r  lun ch  - -  ra v en o u s, h ap p ily  w ea ry , but w ith  

that v e r y  p le a sa n t w e a r in e s s  that c o m e s  from  e x e r c is e  ou td oors u n d er a  hot 

/  ' sun .

D r. and M rs . C o r r e ll to ld  m e about som e o f th eir  a d v en tu res  w hen.

(

he had b een  p art o f a b o ta n ist team  in  se a r c h  of a plant that p rod u ced  c o r t iso n e .  

Cortisone had ju st  b een  d is c o v e r e d  and it  w as a  good hunch that i t  cou ld  b e  prod u ced  

in  a p lan t. A bout oth er p lan ts  that he had found and iso la te d  that w e r e  toxic  

to-.s t o c k  and that ra n c h e rs  w anted to id en tify  and g et r id  o f. A bout the w h ole  

b a s is  o f T ex a s  R esea rch  w h ich  i s  fin a n ced  by Bob L itz e l ,  B il l  L ynch , and  

s o m e  w ea lth y  T ex a n s that think that r e s e a r c h  i s  a k ey  to b e tter  a g r icu ltu re
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and w ant to p u rsu e i t  in  th eir  own w ay  rath er  than ju st depending on the 

G o v ern m en t, though th ere i s  a g rea t d ea l o f co lla b o ra tio n  and I ex p ec t of 

g r a n ts .

A fter  lunch w e drove through the M artin  R anch . And in the broad  

open m eadow  b etw een  L e la 's  and a tank that h o ld s  w ater  fa ir ly  w e ll  and the 

cu rv in g  road  i t s e l f ,  I put out m y  few  blue b e ll  s e e d s . A long the r u n w ay, 

im p o ss ib ly  b a rren  s tr e tc h  of caliche^ J^e cru m b led  up and le t  f ly  the 

tin y  l i t t le  bouquets o f  m ountain  p in k s.

A nd then b ack  to the m ain  h ou se  w h ere D r. C o r r e ll show ed m e  som e  

o f the p lan ts he had p ick ed , p r e s s e d  and p r e se r v e d  b etw een  sh e e ts  of p a p e r - -  

-̂ t h ou san d s upon thousands of t h e m ^ ^ n d  so m ew h ere  through it  a l l  running  

a th read  o f p u rp o se .

W hen th ey  le f t , I tr ied  to take a nap u n su c c e ss fu lly . And then about 

4:30 I s e t  out on m y  r iv er  w alk . My own sp e c ia l s e lf - in d u lg e n c e , a t th is

point i t ' s  so m eth in g  l e s s  than an a b so lu te  fa v o r ite  w ith  the S e c re t S e r v ic e .

I w o re  ten n is  sh o e s  but c a r r ie d  m y boots to a p p ea se  J e r r y  who w o r r ie d  

about a ra ttle sn a k e  b i t in g  m e .

We d rove for  m ile s ^  asBranx through rough country  to C laude V o y le 's  

R anch .  He h as a m a r v e lo u s  crop  o f w ild  T ex a s  p e r s im m o n s , and the d eer  

a r e  gettin g  fat on th em  C la ren ce  te l ls  m e , a s  w e ll  a s  the g o a ts . It turned  

out to be one o f our b e s t  r iv e r  w a lk s .

We b egan  on C laude V o y le 's  ranch w h ere  the b e s t  e s t im a te s  w e r e  that 

it  w a s b etw een  3 and 5 m ile s  to the H ill h o u se . And by the tim e w e s ta r te d  i t
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w a s  about 10 m in u tes  p a st 5:00 , W hen w e w e re  w alk in g on a sandbar s oeki-wg  ̂

up to our a n k les  or c r o s s in g  the long and ex p a n siv e  sh a le  and fau lt and tum bled  

b o u ld e r s , I w o re  m y ten n is s h o e s . B ut w hen it cam e to the deep  g r a s s ,  I 

sto p p ed  and put on the b oots w hich  g rew  h e a v ie r  e v e r y  m ile  w hen I w a s  

c a r r y in g  th em . We saw  n o / r a tt le sn a k e s  th is tim e . C la ren ce  saw  a w ater  

m o c c a s in  and then p r e s e n t ly  we saw  an oth er  snake w hich  he cou ld  not •  id en tify  

doing so m eth in g  I had n ev er  se e n  b e fo r e . He had caught a  sm a ll  c a t f is h  about

th ree  to four in c h e s  lo n g . He had him  c r o s s w a y s  in  h is  m outh, and he w a s  .....

sw im m in g  in  h is  g r a ce fu l undulating c u r v e , headin g for som e q u iet sp o t  to 

sw a llo w  h is  p r e y . C la ren ce  sa id  that the f ish  w a s probab ly  a lr e a d y  p a ra ly zed

from  the b ite  i f  not dead/^ "t hat the snake w ouldn't eat aga in  in  s e v e r a l  days*-----
( ■

it w a s  a  la r g e  m e a l .

O nce w e saw  a tu rk ey  hen  fly in g  a c r o s s  the r iv e r  w ith  i^ g r e a t  b ron ze  

w in g s  w id e -sp r e a d . And then in  ju st a m om en t in  s u c c e s s io n  fo llo w in g  h e r , 

fou r  sm a ll  tu rk eys - -  p erh ap s tw o-m on th  o ld  p o u lts . O ften w e saw  d eer  

co m in g  down to the w ater  to drink . We w e r e  in  the p art of the r iv e r  w h ere  

the sound of ra p id s a ccom p an ied  u s  a lm o s t  a ll  the w ay - -  e ith e r  beh ind  u s  

or  in  fron t of u s . T hen once w e ca m e  to a /  long s tr e tc h  o f  c le a r ,  b eau tifu l 

d eep  g r ee n  w a ter; It la s te d  for  n e a r ly  a m ile . But w e n ev er  h e a r d  the 

g r e a t  ro a r  o f  rap id s that w ould  have in d ica ted  that w e w e r e  r e a lly  ap p roach in g  

the John H ill R anch . And we to s se d  out the th r e e -m ile  e s t im a te  a s  the sun  

kept sink ing  and the p ed o m eter  kept on r e g is te r in g  3 - 1 /2 ,  3 - 3 /4 ,  and s t i l l  

no s ig n  of the h ig h  c l if f s  and the ra p id s .
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But p r e se n t ly  up in  fron t o f u s , far  in  the d is ta n ce , w e saw  a hou se  

w ith  a  ta ll TV aerial  on a h illto p . It m u st be the H ill h o u se . But how fa r .

The su n  w a s ra p id ly  s in k in g . It w ould be dark in an oth er  30 m in u te s .

And w h at's  m o r e , w e w e re  on the far  s id e  of the r iv e r  and had to c r o s s .  

O nce th ere  had b e e n  a d eligh tfu l ad ven ture on the path that w e w e r e  w alk in g  

a s  i t  g r ew  n a rro w er  and  n a rro w er  and sudden ly ended w ith  a  huge bou lder  

that j«±e3i*out o v er  the w a ter , and th ere w as nothing to do but to s tep  in to  the

w a te r  and w ade around . C la ren ce  f i r s t  found it  on ly  knee deep./^ B ut then  

h e  cou ld  take a long jum p f ir s t .  And I  thinking of a l l  the w a ter  sn a k es  w e  

, had s e e n  a lon g  the w ay step p ed  in  on a s lip p er y  rock  and w a s soon  w et to

m y  w a is t . But in  a  m om en t w e w e re  sa fe  on the other s id e , and it  had on ly  

add ed  to the p le a su r e  of the ad ven tu re.

W ith dark  ap p roach ing th ere w as no tim e fo r  delay  We m u st

g e t  b a ck  on the o th er s id e  of the r iv e r  and find the road  w h ere  the a g e n t who  

b y  th is  tim e had p ick ed  up the John H ill's  fo rem a n , cou ld  m ak e th e ir  w ay in  

the jeep  down c lo s e  to the r iv e r .

Ju st b e fo re  tw iligh t I saw  a b eau tifu l g reen  s lo p e  c o v e r e d  w ith  huge  

c y p r e s s  and p eca n  tr e e s  on the o th er  s id e  ̂ ' ^ t  b etw een  u s , a lon g  deep  p oo l. 

Down ah ead  o f us w e cou ld  s t i l l  s e e  w hat w e thought w a s the H ill h o u se . But 

it  g rew  no n e a r er  and dark  did  grow  n e a r e r  . We w ere  in  touch w ith  B en  

B l o s s m a n .   Y e s , they knew the p la ce  w e m ean t. T h ere  w as a road  down 

to it .  T h ey  w ould  be th ere  in  about 20 m in u te s .  So w e w a lk ed  a s  fa s t  a s  w e
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co u ld  over  the rugged  b o u ld e rs , d ow n stream  to w h ere a fa u lt h a d  l a i d  <aai 

a lm o s t  p e r fe c t  an gu lar  row  of step p in g  s to n es  a c r o s s  the r iv e r . T h e r e  

w e r e  l it t le  sh a llo w s , l i t t le  ra p id s , w hich  you could  jump or w ade t h ro u g h .  

A nd a  long fau lt - -  probab ly  one or two c ity  b lo ck s  lon g , - -  cut a c r o s s  the 

r iv e r  a t an an g le  so  that w e w e re  h ead in g a lm o s t  b ack  w e s t  into the fading  

sky. And i f  you had b een  a good ju m p er , you cou ld  have m ade it  d r y -sh o d . 

On the oth er side^ a s  w e approachec^the g r a s s y  s lo p e  w h ich T  had s e e n  b e c a m e  

m o r e  and m o re  su p r is in g  a s  w e saw  a barbeque p it, a tab le m ade of a  huge  

ston e  p la ced  on two upended s to n e s , so m e b en ch es , b eau tifu l p ecan  tr e e s  and  

so m e  g ian t c y p r e s s  tr e e s  lik e  p a tr ia r c h s  that had w ith stood  the f lo o d  of '52.

^ I w ent up to the l a r g e st cypress and  at m y c h e s t -h e ig h t  s tu ck  out  m y

a r m s  to s e e  how  n ea r  I cou ld  r ea ch  around it .  I a sk ed  J e r r y  to s e e  i f  the  

two o f u s cou ld  m ake i t  around-the trunk. C la ren ce  stood  o ff and w atch ed  

and sa id , "No, i t  w il l  take four or f iv e . "

It i s  so  su r p r is in g  a lon g  the r iv e r  to see  any touch o f m ankind, and w e  

w o n d ered  w hen and by whom  th is ch arm in g  spot had b een  u se d .

The u lt im a te  touch w a s/sw in g  hanging from  a  lim b  of the c y p r e s s  tr e e .  

So I sw ang lik e  a  c h ild  u n til w e saw  the lig h ts  o f the B ron co  com in g  down the 

s te e p  h il l  to the r iv e r . T hen w e s ta r ted  w alking and by the tim e w e m e t the 

B ron co  p art w ay up, C la r e n c e 's  p ed o m eter  sa id  4 - 3 /1 0  m ile s .

I look ed  over m y  le f t  sh ou ld er  and th ere w as a p e r fe c t  lit t le  s i lv e r  

C  ̂ s ic k le  o f a new  m oon  - -  the fin a l b le s s in g  o f a  p e r fe c t  day.

I w as h om e by 8:30 Sc. J e s s ie  H unter had co m e out to jo in  m e for  a 

d in n er by the p o o l by  ca n d le lig h t w h ile  w e ta lk ed  about p lan s for  a  party
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fo r  the h o s t e s s e s  a t the Johnson C ity  h o u se , and at the old  Johnson  

farm  h o u se . We d ec id ed  w e w ould get a l l  of the la d ie s  togeth er  for  one 

p arty , even  though it  w ould  be too la r g e  to have the in tim a cy  I lik e  b e s t .  

We w ou ld  show  them  a m o v ie  o f L u c i's  w edding.

She i s  fu ll of h e r ^  job - -  she d o es  it  so  w e ll  - -  w e a re  so  fortu nate  

to  have h e r . ’

A nd so  ended the day that had brought it s  own p a rticu la r  bounty to 

m e - - o f  su n sh in e  and e x e r c is e  and adventure and s c e n e s  to r em em b er .


