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THE \VI‘IITE HOUSE
e o T v WASHINGTON
It was a day filled to the last quivering minute with scenery, s'igns,. '
sensations and crowds "of people at airports and in parks on our fiye-State _

PR e

tour of New England A day hke th1s is an exhaustmg seminar on the
geography, economy‘ -- the look of the land and the people that _make up
our country. |

It began early at the Neverly Hotel in Ellenville nestled in'a valley-

of the Catskill Mountains in the Hu_dson River country. We left the luxurious -

_ suite about 9:00 and made our way through crowds of vacationing summer

people. We hada helicopter waiting on us on what appeared to be a sort of

o to Providence, Rhode Island, and then motorcaded in to Rhode Island _

University. ‘
At every airport, the ience was lined w1th what seemed 11ke thousands

of people. Many of them were children. Lots with camera_s. Nearly all B

smiling. There were lots of signs'-— many homemade -~ nearly all friendly.-

School bands and pretty girls with batons briskly paying their welcome.

When LyndOn approaches such a crowd he is 11ke1y' to turn to one direction,

‘quickly shaking hands as he strides along, smiling a quick greeting, a long . o

handshake, a stop ata pretty ch11d And I usually go in the other direction
because if he doesn't get to see them all, see1ng me is at least someth1ng

of a substitute.

Ry S Lynda had JOlned us at the 707, and she went to st111 another part of

a golf course. We flew to Stewart Air Force Base and from there in a 7,07-. .

the lme. Some people don't shake hands.‘ They clmg. There is always the |
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lit:tle boy sitting on his daddy's shoulders‘, another little‘b0y shimmying

‘up a tree or a ﬂag. pole, and there is always the 'solem_nd faced youngstere ‘
too small to reach above the fence and I try to lean down and talk to them,
I never have the f‘eel:ing that crowds ‘can be dangerous exceptim in stepping

_on each others feet and perhaps in pushing é.gainst a small child as Lyndon

- -

There is on the other hand a current of feeling that you can almost

" touch between the President and crowd,of interest, of excitement, of almost .

a sustaining strength. Up to ¥now in our life, except for a few interludes

' Knowing its power I can understend something of the denger if that feeling

changed to hoe tility.

. There is a.lwaye the patient 'faced‘ old lady; the rough handed fa.ctory'

worker; the farmer whose face is browned byn many sumrhers. .Do I'

1ma.g1ne that he looks more phllosophlcal than the rest ‘? The 11tt1e g1r1 who
s1mp1y couldn't get on another freckle, the sobermg yodng ‘men 15 un1form

A crowd is a wonderful pageantry of America. ,‘ 1 have s0 rr;anydvign.ettes in i_
my rnirzd"like Samrdey Erenirrg Pos‘t Covere of scenes fromvcrowds.v w.
I don't remember where they were even.._,@neof a group ofANune .sta;ndn.lg

at a cornerx 3ump1ng up aod do;avn in giddy exc1tement, tlrelr bla.ck ha.blts
bobb1ng,. shrieking like teenagers) /Knd another was iust as we rounded a

corner) ﬁere were a group of little g1rls about 4to 8 years old all dressed

" and I try to move through. o Lo . CoT L

_like the time in Dallas, it has been a feeling of great,warrhth and friendlin“esg.,.}‘_;,‘, [
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in leotards or ﬂuffy ballet skirté wé.iting for the President's 'c‘avr._' Apparently -
a danc‘ing'l ;:lass in a nearby building had turned pﬁt to await his arrival. |
"Well iém Surg if Iba.‘t’ 4 yvea',rs of agé had e;»rer seen a Presiden.t.l would

.femefnber 1t o | . |
The firs':_t. régl 'séee'c.h }o"‘f ;:h-é'day waé at Rho.de.z..Iisland Univ; r'sit':y-

in Kingston. Lyndon put on his cap and gown. There was a plat.forrn‘ in

the quadrahgle .surrounded ‘by"the old buildings. I have a memory of red
brick and ivy and a sea of m faces. And in the right—hénd rear of the quadrangle
a slowly moving line of demonstrators against Viet-Nam, - One huge sigh

VViet-Nam', '"Peace', It was a good speech/restraint -‘&a Civil Rights
" : ' . " . .
\\

. : . . . " . ' .
demonstrations. The Molotovfcocktaib)Lyndon said destroys far more than -
. , J , ' o

the poliée car or pawn Shop, It destroys the basis for civil peace and social

| e ' | o _ .
. progress. And also, speaking of civil rights dem onstrators themselves,

\ . A . .
“no one needs the law more than they. Further on he underscoredAbreaking

W

the chain of."pove:l;y will requii'e time. We deceive ourselves and the poor

as wéi} vif we imaginé thaﬁ t;,herelvis‘sbx.rr.s‘e' rﬁagiC' s‘word that can cut this chain
with .a-strokei[' The _gist ‘c_>f 1t éeemed to-r.ne té be tha.t violérit protésts‘will
block i:hg derﬁsnstratbi-s fror'n‘.the 'goals' they se‘ek‘by hardening white
resisteﬁce to équa;lity for Negrc_)esk.' ."I‘hen he fécjeived aﬁ hondré:y _degr‘ee ‘
a.c',compgnied by a ve'fy pleasing. encorﬁium of hi‘s rolé in public éefvice.’ .

'And then we were swiftly off to. Qﬁonsegt Air Station for the .seé‘ond .

speech of the da;y_'-‘-‘ Manchester, New Ham?shire.
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a little after noon. ‘Here-the. crowds were the least _of the igrhole days trip. |
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| My only objection to campaigning in New England is that it is so
heavily populated tnat there is never time to catch your breath between
'stops. There were only 30 minutes here.

~ Some time along the Way -- 1 have forgotten just when -- Lyndon ‘

- found out it was Senator Aiken's birthday and he autographed a birthday

cake, --@ne not being available immediately on the expression of the wish, . '

the resouroeful stewar&_brought up a large Danish pas‘try; with a candle in

-

__1t and we all -- Governors, Senators, Congressmen, Lynda. and I -- sang
_ ”Happy Bu't:hday” to that dehghtful old gentleman. And Lyndon produced “

some’ hastlly wrapped A1r Fonce I brldge cards -and Pre51dent1a1 seal cuff-"’-“'-“‘

links and some autographed pictures. He never puts off (ﬁ the next hour o
what can be done in this one,

We arrived at Manchester; ‘New Hampshire about 30 minutes late -

'And Lyndon sensing this, waited until we had rounded a corner close to the

Sheraton-Carpenter Hotel where we were to speak and etopped and waiked -

: the last block which plunged him into the midst of the thickest portion_of x

‘the crowd -- a good idea for wire service pictures.

Here in Manches;er the speech was before the Navy League Luncheon.

Ravenous, I quickly observed tha; the ‘pla.tes had not been served. Some had

tomato juice, and scme nothing yet, And here we were 30 minutes behind.

.~ When I saw Lyndon give the nod to the master of ceremonies that he would . -

like to deliver his speech rright away, I thought perhaps it was to accommodate




murder, more raids against civilian leaders, more

. acis of sabotage.

and I expressed my apologies and dismay to the master of ceremonies over
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the newsmen with deadlines, It was a good speech on Viet-Nam -- that now .
much-worn subject.

I.remember particularly a line -'-\Berha.ps it reflects poorly on our

- world that men mustvfight lirnited wars to keep from ﬁght“mg larger wars,

But that is the condition of the world. And another one --Ee restrained

‘use of power has for 21 years pi‘evénfed the wholesale destruction the

1

- world faced in 1914 and again in 1939. And then a warning for the next

P T R : : . T
few months.” We could expect more intimidation and terror in South Viet-Nam

~as the September elections draw nearer. We can expect more kidnapping and .

e e

atrocities . '
kranootiexx, . and more

M

There was a yodng soldier in the crowd, and when I saw Lyndon ‘

' reaéh over and introduce him and ask him to stand up I felt sure from his" -.
 face that it was'a complete surprise. He was just back wounded from a tour =

in Viet-Nam, and he beca.rh'e a part of the speech. .

~ When he finished, Lyndon signaled that we would leave r'ight'-’awa‘y K

m y shouider as I hurried out -- still ravehdhs and .ba.rély sustainem the ' )

one piécei of melba'toast Ibhad_unobtrus'ively‘l hoped,eateﬁ'during the speech.
Otilr‘next stop waszurlington, Vermont. And here we were met
at the foot of the airplane with an inevitable bouquet of ﬂowérs by a young o

and handsome ,deérno_r Hoff, ) h1s wife and ’th_xee'l.children’._v
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We boarded helicopters and went to inspect from high aloft a
tri-town water systern -~ the first of its k‘ind'in the United States. A

water system financed by the 'State of V’ermont and the United States

,Department of Agr1cu1ture, servicing Adderson, Bedport and Shoreham.

It was Senator Aiken's very spec1a1 project, and it was actually(;z&we
were here becaused he had asked Lyndon on a boat trip ‘on the Potomac
to come and dedicate it. He feels that such systems will soon be as matter

of course as REA projects.v

"It was beautiful country. Lake Champlam below us, sparklmg

clean - - bea.ut1fu1 What a contrast to Lake Erie and its pollutmnl. The 7

-
—

And below us, farms 50 1ush aud tgreeu aud rr:auicured.that they looked like
country clubs. | - |

Senator Aiken sa;d they counted the population rn people .and c0ws,
and a sign on the outsk1rts of any village was likely to recount the number -
‘of each. , It was great tiau;ﬁng country. It had originally been the breeding
placeArgermo sheep. And from there the sheep ha.d gone to Austraha, now
becomlng the mamstay of the1r economy | .

It Was a}la.ud that you coulct fall in loue with. Vermont is one‘ of my
favorite States. Some &a} Ilam ‘eor‘ning b.aek and hunt for coveree bridges
and see their museuins and follow autumn frorn Malne down through Vermont

A/
all the way down to V1rg1ma

: 'SOmewhere along the way Senator Aiken said as long as peoole are =

L O

green mountains on one side and in the distance the Adirondacks in New York, '
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proud of their own commumty and love it, we are gomg to be all right.

1 coald sense a deep feelmg of the love of the land in h1s v01ce, and how

well I understand him. And I too think it's a bulwark of good citizenship

We arrived at Battery Park -- an absolute picture of the place -~

: -elm-sheded,‘ peaceful, berdering on Lake Champlain with‘a’.‘.view that made |

me want to sit backwards on the platform, There were rf;ilitia. rne'n,_I

suppose in the revolutionary day costume of green mountain boys} standing
- = ‘ o = R - .

at attention at each side of ith.e platform. -There were spades for all the
6fficials -- Governors, Senators, Lyndon -- everybody who is supposed.
to participate in this sy‘rmbolicalground-breaking for the water district.

There were a half dozen or so speeches -- a particularly won.derful

~ introduction by Governor Hoff.

Somewhere duffmg‘ the day, Lyndon had got started on aeking me

to stand up_and say a few words.' ‘ I cannot even i'emember whether I did’

here, but I know that I was most moved to do so here than anywhere because .
I s1mp1y loved it. There were lots of 51gns -- some thankmg me for rny

‘part in the beaunflcanon program. The mev1tab1e ones for Pat and Luci, N

"We Love Luci', "Tell Pat and Luci Hello', THere was an antique -

‘commemorative plate for me, old English ironstone -- a jewel of a piece

for the Ranch. Dorothy Territo will never get this,

- Appropriately enbugh, Lyndon's speech here was on be‘autifica;tio‘n .

and conservation. »“For the first tlm'e_lh,e saxd'\Amerlca.‘ is winning the battle - -
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of conservation. Every year now we are saving more land than we are

1

" losing. . He went on to explain that,the bulldozers have claimed millions

of acres a year for expanding cities, we were this year gaining more than

that for recreational use in Parks and in public ‘domain,l believe. And

~ ‘than a salute to Lake Champlain. ‘We are a people whose national character

" "was forged in the-out—‘ofl.dvoors:among just this kind of g God-given splendo¥: * "

. . - o . e
I want to pledge to you today that we will retain that splendor in America.

This speech got the least lines in the press of any of the day. I wonder if

- it was the time. . To me it was the most rﬁemora.ble,\ the most enchanting

spot. ' o G e : R

And then we were gone to the a1rport and a 35~ m1nute hop to
Naval '

Brunswick/Air Sta.tmn in Maine. And from there there 'was one .of the'best:

times of the day -- a 24-mile mwdx motorcade to Lewiston with me sitting =~
by Senator Smith and learning about her State, and also her. service. She

had been with Lyndon on the Naval Affairs Committee for many yeafs,' and

/
i

then later the Armf}S’ervices Committee. And it is a étrong bond Between o
" them -- a great respect and 11k1ng on Lyndon s part I know ¢omp1etely

: untra.mm,eled-by the dlfference,m part1es.» She told me about the types of

ships.. And she gave me the dlfference between a ship and a boat ‘A Shlp) :

she sa.1d)1s b1g enough to carry another boat. The one we would be on tonight

is the USS Northﬁampton, a cruiser, which she'explained to me is the

‘next largest after a battleship -- which in fact is now defunct and has been . .

replaced by the aircraft carrier..
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I am a.lway's enormously impressed bsr a woman who has mastered -
a man's work as well as Senator Smith has, and who is so disciplined.
She comes to Maine she says at least once a month. - She has her own

house here, eveh if she can only spend a v'v'eekend in it,

Here in Ma.me it was time for Sena.tor Muskie to step to the floor

’ also.. He and Lyndon rode together as we approached Lewiston City Park

‘?“”15*"—

where President Kennedy had entered his road tr1p before the 1960 electmn. B

Making our way slowly through a crowd of more than 20, 000 'people. It is

a little town, and the only word for the Park is '"quaint", There was a

‘and blue bu_.nti'ng.andk the date 1861 close to the top. There' was a ste.tue
of _the Union soldier to the right of the bandstand. There were .flags a.nc.:l
o balldohe'everywhere. And someone dehghtfully had put a ﬂag in the crook “
' of the.arm of the soldxer. And on the left there was a water fountain --

vintage 1890 I bet._ It all looked 11ke a page out of history.

We were late. It was Just'about twilight. All the faces in the Park -

were upturned, expectant. An escaped balloon rose above the tree tops.

One of our staff members _-RMilt Semer. I believe it was -- was 'waviilg - o

" at his relatives.’

And sign of the times --'there was a‘greup of young girlsl,vi'nvostly' ,

Negro, down below us from a Job Corps Camp in a nearby @ town.

Lyndon's speech this time was on inflation. \ What America needs

‘more than anything else right now is a strong dose of self-discipline.
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" excess violence; in our economy, excess indifference to the public interest.:

: ! ‘ ' . :
He warned that unless there is restraint now, voluntary self-discipline

' bybmanagément and 'labvor, your Government will be corhpelled by sheer

SRR -
necessity to take action to curb inflation.

- And-then ﬁe left the text and-launched-into-a description of iﬁﬂation ---

a telling compa.'rison that though prices werehighexf than in years pé.st, wages
 and profits have climbed at a m swifter rate. It was his best spee.ch'of the
day 1 thought. Véry warm, very much him self, corhp_leteljr in tune with the

audience before him. . .. .. . . .. . ke e e L e

Whén he finishéd, we shook hands to the carvand I aéked‘an old lady;
picking her as the one that would know)if there was muéh use f.or this
bandstand now. She said, "Yes,.we have a band concert every Satui'day
night. "

- 'Iam continually surprised these last six years of how at home, of
how-in tune, I feel with New E‘ngland.”,v Growing up in Texas there was a.

legendary lari'd on the other side of the moon to me, and I thought I would o

 feelan .utterv'stranger. 'But I am charmed with it.

' We motorcaded to Portland and there were crowds often along the
way on the main turnpike and jammed along the.ovérpa'sses..

Somewhere along the way during the day, Lyndon had_stOp;;éd --

I believe the place was called "Topshum", '_at_va‘, flaif_y qgégn -- he's been .
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déing thisv all his lifei The.re.was a .sis.gn: "Dla‘.iry‘Queen Welcomes ‘LBJ”._.'

Bﬁt thgre was no morc; ’eage'r than his welcome‘ of ;:wb hea.vily piled cones

T of sweet late iri the éié,y. 'T‘he'r'e had been little ea;ing on this tx:ip _; a bite S
somewhere on the pla;}é. ‘But’vwe were fahﬁished. As we reached_tﬁfa_

: Sta;e pier at 8.:0(;).'—- an hou.r."and half past séhedule -- thére_%vas a.‘.crowc.l. '
Wlth a final burst. of 'ene.rgy, I shook‘«han('ls with a':iong~ line of_.tl—'xémf.' ‘And R
then staggered gratefully up 'gixe éangplank o£ the USS Nortmam?ﬁcn’to the -

~shrill tune of Ehe,pipe while' Ly;rldon shook hands to thé veryiénd.. _ Bu’tjno‘/
it was not the end because I got the :rnlessAage immediateiy as I had reached

-~ our cé.bin --a véry quuribus, suite 1t wé.s --"‘. tha.t L}?ndon:' suggestéd wé

_ inv_ite'all the. Senators and Goirérné_rs to have dinner in our dining .room;z |
I sun.im.oﬁed James Symingtgn who was aboard t'o help. éut Wif,h» the Campo

.%ellameéting. "We got thé liét; diépatéhed messengers .té dgliver the

invitations, set ué i:he' cﬁnner in thé fhain sa._lon at two 1ong' table.é —-_"meanvwh:‘;lé
.gulping a drink g.ratéfully.. And he and I_'saft down to the serious‘ business |
of how to seaf everybody. I ask.ed Cap.taiﬁ Hemley‘ t_.o ‘l.ae my host and_ pu‘t
Senétor Aikéh on my lefﬁ' and Governor- Reed 1n .who‘se coastal ;\;vaters' we
woﬁldhei cruisviing a._li nigh’t ‘vo‘n ‘my right. And We,_di\}ided Se_:nafor and Mrs.’ |

Proﬁty and ‘M ike and‘M‘aux.-een M-ansfie‘vld and‘ Sené,tqr aﬁd Mrs. Mcmtffe
: éﬁd Se.natoArs. Smith é.nd Pell and Muskig‘ witﬁ 'Mrs. {Muskie a;ld Go?ernors
%?nd King and I\./Irs.. ng and aﬁ assortrﬁent Qf Cor.xgressme‘_n.‘ v.Eve'ryboay_

had another drink and relished it and we all sat down to a good lobster d_'inx-xier_.f__r_, )
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o | T  What else?. ihad be.en lookin’ fox;vx‘rax;d.to it all dayf
The very word "ship“ is' wemy romantic to me. And‘he‘:‘r_e I was_
S spending the night on’ 'Q-r;e -; ‘cruising from Pértla.nd "alqz.1g' the baysband .
: islénds ’of the qéagg of Maine up t6 New Brﬁnswick ﬁo_ Campo},@ello'. “But
it was night énd I was utte‘rly-we.ary. | So when dinner Wé.s uoxée:, 1 wa.é.

. ‘tc.)q' t1reg to even éxplore .t.hé >s'hip or,b tryvto .éee ..th'e‘ coastli.ne,.‘.and- left ik
to'Lyixdé the business qf rﬁeeting all of the eﬁlisted men énd' officers on
board and of joining thejm for a movie oyr’ sémé such éntertain‘me'nt:wh.il.e ‘

I gratefuiiy sank ;nt; my very‘ pleasant bed in a cbz'y but ciuite ade;;uat.e.
- ih’xxdx’mgm:;.bedr.(.):ohn'x -- astonished to find it 'é.board a ship. iwbndered,
who I had dislodge_d. » -
e - So ended a m;fvelous da'y of seeiﬁg our country -- fou'r whole states

of it -~ and many thousands of the people we work for.




