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I awoke in m y State r oom on the USS North h am pton w ith that 

delightfu l sen se  of this is  som ething that has n ever happened to m e b efo re .

The night b efore, Lynda B ird  had had a com plete tour of the boat  ̂

m e e tin g  a ll  the en listed  m en.

I d ressed  in  a hurry and caught Lyndon as he w as m idw ay of a

tour of th is grea t gray G oliath There w ere lin es  o f sa ilo r s  hanging over

ev ery  ra il above us - -  n early  a ll of them with ca m era s .  And then a s  we

approached on a le v e l with them , they click ed  to attention and sa lu ted .

And then we saw a big chopper com e in and hover over the space on the

deck. A big enough space it  w a s ,  but what a feat to land in a h eavy  sea

or when the ship w as m oving!  With exq u isite  p rec is io n  it  settled  down.

We stepped on and w ere off to the m ainland - -  C am pobello, w hich w as w ithin

sight of the ship. .Jt stopped som etim e before daylight and sss»e  ly in g  in  
. ‘~~~ 

anchor aw aiting our departure.

We settled  down in  a f ie ld  at Cam pobello and there w as P r im e  

M in ister  P ea rso n  and M rs. P ea rso n  to m eet us - -  the s ix th  m eetin g  he 

and Lyndon have had sin ce  Lyndon becam e P resid en t. He has the m o st  

delightfu l sen se  of hum or of any C hief of State I know - - a  thoroughly good 

gu est or com panion.

We w ent stra ight to St. A nne's A n g lic a n  Church. It w as in  the 

 ̂ p arish  h a ll of th is litt le  church just about a year ago that M rs. P ea rso n

and I had had a covered  dish  dinner brought by a ll the la d ie s  of the p a r ish
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when she and I had both made sp eech es at the dedication of C am pobello.

It w as a charm ing litt le  church, congealed  in tim e, le ft over p erfectly , 

so  it  s e e m e d  to m e, from  the days 30, 40, 50 y ea rs  ago when FDR used  

to com e here for the su m m ers and  sbsa^x go to s e r v ic e s  h ere . It w as quite 

tiny, quite cozy , quite country. A rchbishop O’N eil preached . T here w as 

a sim p le  plaque in the back that com m em orated  the fact that P resid en t - r 

R o o sev e lt had w orshipped h ere . In the serv ice  they asked  God's b le ss in g s  

on both the P r e s id en t of the United States and their graciou s Q ueen. And at 

the end of the se r v ic e  when the choir sang, "God Save The Q ueen” I fe lt  a 

quick rush of em otion.

Im m ed ia te ly  a fterw ards, Lyndon and the P r im e M in ister le ft  for  

Chamc ook[?] w here they had two hours of talk and lunch in  a relaxed  a tm o sp h e r e .   

And M rs. P ea rso n  and I drove to the R oosevelt cottage. It w as a bright 

beautifu l day - -  to be ch erish ed  in  th is part of the country I understand^ 

w h ere there is  a lo t of fog. The roads w ere lined  with goldenrod. It m ust 

have the w id e^ h ab ita t of anything that grow s a ll  over th is continent} And 

there w as a luxurious growth of a so rt of lavender purple spike flow er - -  

quite pretty . I kept on getting the answ er that it  w as firew eed  which I w as 

sure w as w rong b ecau se oughtn't that be red ?  They told m e that lupine w as  

abundant h ere , v ery  s im ila r  to our blue bonnets,on ly  feana som e two or so  

 ̂ V fee t  ta ll and the season * w as June and July.
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So m uch has happened to the R oosevelt cottage s in ce  I had seen  it  

a y ea r  ago! T here w as a brand new coat of red  paint on the ram bling  

red -sh in g led  D utch-C olonial cottage with fr e sh  white trim  and a green  

roof. And the front yard w as a lread y  crow ded w ith people  a lm o st hiding 

the flow er beds of b r illia n t huge flo w ers. It s e e m s  that in  a  co ld  c lim a te  

they rush for their short tim e of life  and have a heightened b r illia n ce  and 

beauty knowing fr o st  w ill soon com e.

In the crow d I saw Franklin  R o o sev elt, Jr. I rem em b ered  the 

w onderful speech  he had made when we w ere here a year ago. He had told  

m e he w as born here^while h is  father w as going to the m ainland to get the 

d octor. And I saw  such o ld tim ers a s  G race T u l ly ,  Jim Rowe, Sumner 

P ik e .

On the lawn that overlooked the sea - -  a breath -tak in gly  beautiful 

view  that FDR m u st have looked at - -  m any of the o ffic ia l*  gu ests w ere  

con gregated , and I soon found m y se lf  being introduced in  a v e ry  casu a l 

so rt of rece iv in g  lin e . E veryone had a dxxic drink, and when I could I 

slip p ed  away in sid e  to have a le isu r e ly  look through the h ou se. A year  

ago it  had been  a rushed trip  and I p articu larly  wanted Lynda B ird  to see  

i t  in  quiet d eta il. Our guide w as a  jew el. She had been  h ere m any y ears  

w ith the R o o sev e lts . Her m other had been their house k eep er. The s im p lic ity  

of the p lace im p r e sse s  m e. It m ight be our own Haywood or even  the L ew is  

p lace . Som ehow  the legend  builds up. We keep on im agining that a fa m ily
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as great a s  the R o o sev e lts  liv ed  in som e so rt of e legan ce on an Olympian  

peak. And here it  w as quite s im p le . There w ere croch eted  bedspreads  

in som e of the room s, and I com m ented on them . And our guide said  

her m other had done them for M rs. R o o sev e lt  a s  she had a lso  the hooked  

ru gs, I w as brought up short with m y dream  of s im p lic ity  when I asked  

her how m uch staff the R o o sev e lts  had when they w ere th ere . And she 

an sw ered , 7 or 8. W ell, that is  a d ifferen ce betw een that day and oursl 

The p ictu res w ere the vivid , liv ing  things about the h ou se. FDR yachting • . 

w ith h is  son s. M rs. R o o sev elt looking very  young and gay, clutching a 

big hat on a boat. And then la ter  FDR with Al  Sm ith and FDR w ith  C hiefs  

of State. Two v ery  poignant things w ere a b irch  bark canoe on the back  

porch and the im p ro v ised  slin g  on w hich he w as ca rr ied  from  the house in  

Septem ber of 1921 after h is polio attack, a sort of s it-u p  stretch er  it  w as, 

s t i l l  propped in  the corn er of one of the room s.

M rs. P ea rso n  and I w alked through the woods and h ere w as another  

sign  of the d ifferen ce of our t im es . T here w as a building lab eled  "Ice H ouse' 

I w as told  that they u sed  to cut large  chunks of ice  and store  it  for  sum m er  

u se . XjE^Ur^ cam e to a odaxxHgf c lea rin g  c lo se  to w here P r es id en t FD R 's 

m oth er's  house used  to be and there w as a p icn ic for a ll the g u ests  except  

the tiny group that w as invited to lunch inside of the h ou se. B agpipes w ere  

sh r illin g  and the p la y ers  w ere d r e sse d  in Scottish k ilts , and everybody w as  

Kxs rushing around greetin g  each  other and rem in isc in g . It w as then that 

I got a chance to talk a  litt le  w ith G race and Jim Rowe and Sumner Pike
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and to m eet a v ery  attractive  gentlem an who w as introduced a s  an author 

of a new  book ca lled  "Jorty".

Then we went back  for lunch in the dining room  a t C am pobello.

M rs. P ea rso n  w as the h o s te s s  and the two A m b assad ors' w iv e s , M rs. 

R itch ie , the Canadian A m bassador to our country, and M rs. Butterw orth, 

ours to Canada. And M rs. R eed, the w ife of the G overnor of M aine, and
...... ’ CX̂
Senator Sm ith  and Mr s. M uskie, and M rs. Robi c haud whom I b e lie v e  is

the w ife of the G overnor of the particular province we w ere in . And a m o st delightful

and am azing lady w ith an enorm ous fam ily  of ch ild ren . She sa t next to m e .

And Lynda and se v e ra l other la d ie s . We had a d elic iou s lunch - -  clam

chowder and then lo b ster , cold , and a salad. T his is  indeed a seafood  t r ip . .

And then the m en w ere back and it w as tim e for the cerem o n ies .

The platform  w as the front porch of the house. And h ere  the P r im e  M in ister

and Lyndon m ade their sp eech es w hich w ere la rg e ly  rem in iscen ce  of good

fe llo w sh ip s betw een our cou n tries. And in Lyndon's c a se , a short, low -

key resu m e of our p osition  in V iet-N am  - -  e ither w e do nothing and le t

a g g r e ss io n  su cceed , or we take our stand to r e s is t  a g g r ess io n . The flag

o f the United States and the Canadian red m aple lea f on a w hite background

yard
w ere  flapping b r isk ly  and the yaaoHl w as fu ll. In the front row I saw  the 

V ictor H am m ers who had bought the place a fter  the P r e s id en t's  death and  

kept it  until it becam e an In ternational Park  in 1964.

It w as a co lorfu l day, r ich  with m em o r ie s . I loved  it . Lyndon 

and the P r im e M in ister put a m eta l box in  the co rn ersto n e . I a sk ed  som eone
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in  a w h isp er what i t  contained and they said  a new spaper of the day it  w as  

dedicated  and a lso  both m y speech  and M rs. P ea rso n 's  speech  and other 

things - -  I don't know what. I had been  e sp e c ia lly  in terested  going through  

the house to hear that the number of v is ito r s  ranged from  about 300 a  day 

to a m axim um  of about 800. It i s  open either s ix  or seven  days a w eek  

for eight h ou rs. . That w as an in tr ig u in g  com parison  with our own sm a ll
I

e ffo r ts .

At 3:00 w e said  goodbye to the P ea rso n s and boarded the chopper  

for Dow A ir F o rce  B a se  and then the big plane to W ashington w here we 

a rr iv ed  about 5:30.

/ /  T here is  nothing like these tr ip s . You get to know the people you 

w ork with - -  the Senators, the C ongressm en , the G overnors. Lyndon n ev er  

w a ste s  a m om ent. He is  talking or listen in g  and drawing them out w hile  

he look s at them with a p iercing  eye . And then when he is  dead tired , he 

can go to s leep  sitting  u p  for 10 m inutes or an hour, w hatever the tim e  

p e r m its . And th is indeed is  not w a ste .

B ack  at the W hite H ouse, Lynda B ird  and I had just tim e to get  

d r e s se d  for P a tsy 's  wedding. Lyndon had a desk  p iled  high. I did not 

encourage him to go. I know how m any, m any w eddings there are in  the 

offing and th is would be a precedent setting.

I w ore m y b eige  la ce  and m y pretty  litt le  p ill box hat. And Lynda 

her lo v e ly  green  la c e . And W arrie Lynn w as with u s. And the three of 

u s w ent together to the G eorgetow n P resb y ter ia n  Church, w here P at,
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d r e sse d  in w hite tie  and ta ils  e sco rted  m e in. And I sat right behind  

M innie Wade and J a n i e  C orey and H ill C orey with h is  w ife E lizabeth  

and daughter. And M rs. O. Max Gardner and P a tsy 's  h a lf - s is t e r ,  M rs. 

G ardner's d au gh ter-in -law .

The m o st beguiling m om ent of the wedding to m e w as w hen John-John 

Gonella , A shton ’s 3 -y ea r  old .son/ vsfsmmc. cam e down the ais le  in  a not-too- 

s tr a ig h t  ar lin e  carry in g  a la ce y  w hite satin  pillow  on w hich the two rings  

w ere  ca re fu lly  tacked. A shton, in the back of the Church, w as w aiting to 

head him  off in ca se  he turned around, and h is  Father c lo se  to the front 

put out a strong hand when he halted to urge him on. Behind him  cam e the 

^  twin flow er g ir ls ,  Ann and Jane H ig h t ,  Jack and N e l l ' s ch ild ren . And

then the b r id esm a id s. P a tsy 's  room m ates from  co lleg e , A labam a kinfolks, 

and H elene Lindow and Luci^looking ab so lu tely  radiant in her aqua faille  d r e s s .  

I knew P a tsy  w as m aking her own wedding d r e ss  and I w as v ery  im p re ssed  

w ith it . A w hite em b ossed  satin  with a crewel[?] neckline and Em pire waist 

And m o st of a l l  I w as im p ressed  by h er makeup. She w as stunning. I found 

la te r  that L uci had done it. In fact h er Aunt G e n ie  sa id  that she would n ever  

have gotten there if  Luci hadn't helped  her get d r e ssed .

When the cerem on y w as over, P a tsy  and Buzz rode off in  a to p le ss , 

p olish ed  M odel T Ford to the C ity T avern. We a ll  fo llow ed a b it too soon  

in sp ite  of the fact we went around the b lock  se v e ra l tim e ̂ b e ca u se  the door 

w a s lock ed  when we got there and we had to stand w aiting on the s id ew alk  

'̂  for  se v e ra l m in u tes.



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Sunday. August 21, 1966 pAge 8

Once in sid e , it  w as gay and chum m y - -  kinfolks and sch oo l fr ien ds  

and W ashington friend^  a ll caught up in a m ixture. And M innie Wade looked  

a s  young as I had known her when I v is ite d  in Alabam a m ore than 30 y ea rs  

ago . G e n i e  C orey w as b u sily  taking m o v ie s . I talked w ith the H eights and

the Lindows and Dr. Young and a lo t of the White H ouse sta ff =asart had been  

on this wedding c ircu it a ll sum m er how it s e e m s . And then went hom e ' 

rather ea r ly , gave up w aiting for Lyndon, had dinner alone. It was 

10:30 when he cam e over for h is  dinner. A lm ost 5 hours he had spent at 

h is  d esk . And then to bed.
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