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It w as  one of the h a p p ie s t days a t  the W hite H ouse. I s le p t u n til 

10:30 - -  the le g a c y  of the bu sy  days an d  n ig h ts  th a t I w ish  Lyndon cou ld  

s h a re .  T hen  j  w en t sw im m ing  - -  h ad  30 la p s  and  w o rk ed  on sign ing  m y  

 ̂ m a il  an d  h ad  a  s c ra m b le d  egg fo r  lunch  in  m y room  - -  p a r t  of m y  New Y e a r 's  — 

re so lu tio n s-^n -th e -m id d le -o f-A u g u st f ra m e  of m ind . And then  I h ad  a  r a th e r  

im p o r ta n t  m ee tin g  a t  1:30 in  the  T re a ty  Room  w hich  I have begun  to  c a l l  - 

m y  B o a rd  of D ire c to rs  room  w ith  L iz  and  the people fro m  N ational 

G eo g rap h ic  - -  Bob B re e d e n , L o n n e lle  A ikm an, and  Don C ru m p  - -  abou t 

the new  book,. "T he  L iv ing  W hite H ouse."

- T hey  h ad  g iven  m e th e  p ro o fs  to r e a d . It i s  d e lig h tfu l, b u t th e re  
f ' ' ■ . ^

,— i s re p e t i t io n  b e tw een  M rs . A ik m an 's  te x t and  m y  f o rewo r d  an d  B ru ce

 C a tto n 's  In tro d u c tio n . M y f o reword I can  •  c e r ta in ly  cu t an d  w ill. T h e se  

2 -1 /2  h o u rs  we sp en t on d isc u s s in g  jtSnB* p ic tu re s  th a t w ould m ake i t  b e t te r  

b a la n c e d  to  show  the fu ll b re a d th  of the life  th a t goes on h e re  - -  a l l  of i t s  

a c t iv i t ie s .  I  th ink  i t  w ill be a  b e t te r  book  fo r the  th ings we c le a r e d  up and 

the tim e  w e pu t in to  i t .

Y/ S om etim e d u rin g  the day  I  w en t in to  L u c i 's  room  and  th e re  on the 

m a n te l  w as a  ta p e d -o n  c a r d  w hich  re a d , " In  th is  room  P a t r ic k  John  N ugent 

s le p t  w ith  h is  b e lo v ed  w ife , L u c i B a in e s , on the sh o r t  n igh t of A ugust 18, 1966. " 

I t  w ill be a n irr e v e re n t  s u c c e s s o r  to o th e r  r e m in d e rs  em b lazo n ed  on f ir e p la c e s  

in  th is  h o u se . B ut th is  one i s  only w ith  ty p e w r ite r  an d  gum m ed  tape an d  

^  d e s tin e d  fo r  the w a s te  b a sk e t in  a  w eek  o r two. I am  su rro u n d e d  w ith  gay

young fo lk s , s ta ff  and  c h ild re n .
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A n o th e r exam ple  of th e ir  h u m o r w as a  p r in te d  c a rd  w hich reached̂me
■A ■

a t  the v e ry  h e ig h t of the ten s io n  a n d  co n fu sio n  b e fo re  the w edding. T h is  

o ffic ia l look ing  do cu m en t re a d : "T he P a r k  C o m m iss io n  w ish es  to announce 

th a t y o u r b a c k y a rd  h a s  b e e n  s e le c te d  fo r  a  gam e p r e s e r v e  and  th a t the 

f i r s t  sh ip m e n t of 500 bu ffa lo  w ill a r r iv e  a t  y o u r hom e on T u e sd ay  a t  

3:45 a . m . "  T h is  w as-L y n d a ' s c o n tr ib u tio n  to m y  {^peace of m in d . 1--la te r— ■

/ /
frnwited. //

A fte r  the N a tio n a l G e o g ra p h ic  m ee tin g , n ex t on the d o ck e t w as the 

■ b e au ty  p a r lo r  and  then  hom e to d r e s s  fo r  the b ig  ev en t of the  day  - -  our 

^ p a r ty  in  h o n o r of the th re e  youngs co u p le s  who a r e  soon-to  be m a r r ie d .

H u b e rt an d  M u r ie l 's  son, R o b e r t  and  h is  f ian cee  Donna E r ic k so n , and  

Bob and  M a rg y  M c N a m a ra 's  d a u g h te r , M argy  a n d  h e r  f ian ce  B a r r y  C a r te r ,  

and  B ill  and  Jan a  W irtz 's son, R ic h a rd  and  the g ir l  he i s  going to m a r ry ,  

M a r g a r e t  Ann H ickm an . It w as a  r e a l  fam ily  p a r ty . A ll the C ab in e t e x c ep t 

the K a tzen b ach s  and  the F re e m a n s , who w e re  out of town» T he o th e r  t r io  

of p a re n ts  of the young co u p le s .

F i r s t  we m e t in  the R ed  Room  - -  the th re e  co u p les  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts  

a n d  Lyndon and  I  - -  fo r  a  d r in k  an d  g e t-a c q u a in te d  15 m in u te s . 'V fei 

a lc h e m y  abou t the  R ed  Room  th a t g e ts  people together, m ak e s  them  f r ie n d ly , 

m ak es  c o n v e rsa tio n  flow . T hen  we w en t in to  the B lue Room  - -  Lyndon an d  I 

and  Bob an d  D onna and  M arg y  and  B a r r y  and  P eggy  Ann and  D ick W irtz , 

fo r  p ic tu re s  of the e igh t of u s . And then  p ic tu re s  of u s  b y  fo u rs o m e s . And 

then  goodbye to the p r e s s .  And fro m  then  on i t  w as a  f re e  even ing .
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T he p a r ty  w as la rg e ly  r a th e r  young G o v ern m e n t peop le  - -  the 

Joe B a r r s  fro m  the T r e a s u ry ,  J im  Sym ingtons fro m  P ro to c o l,  Sheldon 

C ohens fro m  IRS, .young S enators Scoop Jac k so n  and  Jo e  T y d in g s, young 

H ouse m e m b e rs  the B ill  G re en s  and  John  T u n n ey s. And a l l  the c h ild re n  

of the C ab in e t o v e r 16 y e a r s  of ag e , a  to ta l of abou t 14 w ith  of c o u rse  th e ir  

w iv es  o r  h u sb an d s . T h a t w as  the v e r y  n ic e s t  p a r t  of the p a r ty  fo r  m e, 

b e c a u se  I r e m e m b e r  a l l  the y e a r s  w hen I w ish ed  the c h ild re n  w e re  in c lu d ed  

in  m o re  of the f e s t iv i t ie s  h e re  in  W ashing ton .

T he A rth u r  G o ld b erg s  w e re  h e re  w ith  th e ir  so n  Bob and  h is  w ife .

A nd how happy  I w as to have Ma r th a  and  L u th e r  Hodges looking  c o m p le te ly  

re c o v e re d  fro m  h is  o p e ra tio n . And B ufo rd  and  C a th e r in e  E llin g to n  w e re  

o u r house  g u e s ts .  A nd L u ci  and  P a t  w e re  e v e ry w h e re  sp re a d in g  th e ir  own 

s p e c ia l  a u ra  of h a p p in e ss  am ong the young fo lk s . A nd L ynda B ird  and  

W a r r ie  Lynn w ithou t d a te s  bu t dancing  w ith  a l l  the a id e s .  A nd the 

C a rp e n te r s  and  the A b ells  and  the C a lifan o s  fro m  o u r s ta ff  w e re  w ith  u s . 

And f r ie n d s  o f the th re e  young co u p les  - -  we h ad  a sk e d  them  to  sen d  l i s t s .

I t  w as  a  th o ro u g h ly  gay, re la x e d , happy  tim e . I h ad  Bob H u m p h rey  on 

m y r ig h t  an d  B a r ry C a r te r  on m y  le f t  an d  D ick  W irtz  w as a t  m y  ta b le .

A nd p re t ty  M rs . T yd ings an d  M rs . G re e n  - -  v e r y  young an d  gay .

T he m en u  w as v a len tin e  r in g  M a rg y  in  a  sad d le  of lam b , w ith  g a rd e n  

bouquet o f v e g e ta b le s  Donna, and  then  P e g g y 's  f l i r ta t io n  sa la d , topped  off 

w ith  C upid  gla c e ' .
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B a r r y  h ad  b ee n  a tten d in g  the W oodrow W ilson School of P u b lic  

S e rv ic e  a t  P r in c e to n , and  th is  le d  to ta lk ing  abou t the Joh n so n  School an d  

m y  hope th a t i t  w ould be fo r  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  a s  w ell and  tu rn  ou t b e t te r  

M a y o rs  and  ca n d id a te s  fo r  the H ouse of R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  an d  C o n g re s s  

and G o v e rn o rs  - -  n o t ju s t  schoo l te a c h e r s .  I  w as p le a se d  th a t he saw  

i t  th a t w ay too. -

T he ta b le s  - -  thanks to B e s s ’s in v e n tiv e n e ss  - -  w e re  la b e le d  n o t 

ju s t  1, 2, 3. B ut a f te r  fam ous co u p les  in love: Adam  and E ve , L a n c e lo t 

and  G u in ev e re , A nthony and  C le o p a tra . I r e f r a in e d  fro m  say in g  th a t th e se  

c h o ic e s  h ad  s o m e tim e s  fa lle n  upon tra g ic  d a y s .. -

W ith the coffee I began  the toast  w ith  m uch  s in c e r i ty  and  w a rm th , if  

l e s s  f a c i l i ty  of lan g u ag e , how  p ro u d  w e h ad  b een  to w o rk  w ith  the p a re n ts  

of th e se  young p eo p le  and  b e ca u se  we knew the p a re n ts  and  th e ir  c a l ib e r ,  

how s u re ly  w e f e l t  th e se  young people  w ould add  a  b r ig h t page to the fu tu re  

o f A m e r ic a .

And then  th e  V ice P re s id e n t  took  i t  up. The to a s ts  w en t ro u n d  and  

ro u n d . And R ic h a rd  W irtz  m ad e  a  v e ry  g ra c e fu l to a s t to two who h av e  show n 

u s  w hat a  happy m a r r ia g e  can  be - -  the P re s id e n t  and  m e . I se ld o m  have 

b e e n  a s  f la t te r e d .  A nd th en  Lyndon m ad e  a  d e a r ,  long to a s t  w h ich  a c tu a lly  

w as  to  h is  w hole C ab in e t an d  w hat they  m ea n t to  h im . And we a l l  d ra n k  to  

the young fo lks o v er and o v e r .

A nd th en  w e w en t in to  the E a s t  Room  w h e re  th e re  w e re  c a b a r e t  tables  

a ro u n d  the  w a lls  w ith  can d le s  and  an  open  b a r  an d  dancing , an d  I d is c o v e re d
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th a t John  C onnor i s  the b e s t  d a n c e r  in  town. And a s  A v e re ll  an d  M arie  

H a r r im a n  d an ced  by, he le an ed  o v e r  and  sa id  to m e , "No one h a s  e v e r  

done m o re  r e a l ly  n ice  th in g s  in  the W hite H ouse fo r  so m any  p eo p le ."

I  w as a s  p le a s e d  a s  if  I had  h ad  the r ib b o n s  of the leg io n  of h o n o r.

I d r if te d  tab le  to tab le  w hen I w a s n 't  dancing  and  ta lk ed  to the 

U dalls  and  the F o w le rs  and  to t r y  p a r t ic u la r ly  to m e e t the g u e s ts  of the 

th re e  h o n o r co u p le s .

A nd then  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  12 w as the b ig  ev en t of the even ing  - -  

the T ij u a n a  B r a s s  cam e  - -  B e s s ' s b ig  coup - -  s ix  in s tru m e n ta l is ts  led  

,  b y  tru m p e te r  H e rb  A lp e r t  who w e re  p lay ing  out a t  the C a r te r  B a r ro n  and

w ho sounded lik e  a  c r o s s  b e tw een  New O rlea n s  Ja z z  and  South of the B o rd e r  

' "  m u s ic .  T h ey  w e re  r e a l ly  q u ite  un ique and a  g re a t  h it and  a  g asp  w en t up

fro m  a l l  the young people w hen they  w alk ed  in . And I, the h o s te s s ,  had  

th a t p le a s a n t s e n sa tio n  th a t th is  i s  r e a l ly  su c c e ss fu l.

Lyndon le f t  a  l i t t le  p a s t 12:00 and  I d anced  a n o th e r  30 o r  40 m in u te s  

an d  then  w as u p s ta i r s  in  b ed  b y  1:30, p le a se d  w ith  the w hole even ing , happy  

th a t we h ad  done i t ,  co n ten t th a t I h ad  laswidawthaai added  to the w a rm th  and  

fa m ily  fee lin g  of th o se  w ho w o rk  w ith  m y  husband .


