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It was one of the happze st days at the Wh1te Houbse. I slept untll ,
10: 30 -- the legacy of the busy days and n1ghts that I wish Lyndon could
share. Then I we.n.tb~sw1mm1ng -- had 30 laps and worked on signing my
/ ‘mail and'hacl'a ‘evc'falnbled eég for lunch in rhy roorn '-.-' part of my bTeW Year"s; :

resolutions~in-the-middle-of -August frame of mind. And then I had a rather

important meet‘irlg‘-at: 1:30 in the"Tre‘aty'Room ‘which'I‘have begun to call innEriear

my Board of Directors room with Liz and'the people from Natiorlal
Geographic -- B.ob Breeden, Lonnelle Aikman, andlDon Crdmp - aboxilt '
. the new book,.',”Tbe Living White House.‘ " |
- They_had-vgivhen-me-«t‘heproofs to-read, -It is delightfol,' but there-

s repetltioh between Mrs., Aiknean‘s text and my Fo:;\%rd and Brﬁce -
X Catton's lntroduc‘tion.l My Forw;-;:dtI canw certamly cut and w1ll ‘4I‘.hese ;
2 1/2 hours we spent on dlscussmgm p1ctures that would make'1t better
| balanced to sho_w the full breadth of the life that goes on here -- all of its | o
activil:ies. I think it will be a bet_ter boolc ‘forl_ the tlhil'xgs we cleared up and -
. :he tiroe v_#e put mto 'it..
// semetime duxing the da).r‘I went‘ into Luci's room and the’re on the
mantel v}as'a t’ape‘d-on card which read, "In th1s room Patnck J'ohn Nugent
| slept w1th his beloved W1£e,‘ Luc1 Baines, on%:yhort mght of August 18, 1966 u
It will be aiﬂ;:everent successor to other rermnders emblazoned on ﬁreplaces |
in this houeel. But this one is only with typewriter and gummed tape and
] destibed' for the waiste baslc.et‘in a ‘week> or two. . Iam eo?foonded w1th ...g?Yf

young'follcs, staff and children.




| tﬁen géodbyev to the press.- »Andjf'rom then on it was a free evenihg.
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- Another example of their humor was a printed card whimd\‘

‘at the very height® of the tension and confusion before the wedding. This

official looking docu‘rnven,t read: '"The Park Commission wishes to announce

that ybur backyard has been selected for avgame preserve and that the -

first shipment of 500 buffalo will arrive at yOur home on Tuesday at

P

~—

i

A
frowned. //

I

After the National Geb'graphic meeting, next on the docket was the '

"';Tb_eauty parlor and then home to dress for the big event of the day -- our

 party in honor of the three youngs couples who are soon-to be married.

Hubert and Muriel's s'on, Robert and his fiancee Donna Erickson, and

/

- Bob and Margy McNamara's daughter, Margyi.and her fiance Barry Carter,
" and Bill and Jane Wirtz' son, Richard and the girl he is going to marry,

Margaret Ann Hickman. It was a real family party. All the Cabinet except »

the Katzenbachs and the Freemans, who were out of £own, The other trio

of parents of the youhg 'cou'plés. ,
First we met in the Red Room -- the three couples and the'ir.pa.rentsk
 and LYndbn and I -- for a drink,and get-aéQuainted 15 fninutes. "T&«s is

alchemy about the Red Room that gets people together makes them fnendly,

makes conversation ﬂow. Then we went into the Blue Room -- Lyndon and I

‘ and Bob and Donna and Margy and Barry and Peggy Ann and Dick Wirtz,

| for pictures of t_he eight of us. And then Ap1ctures of us by foursomes. And

~3:45.a.m. " . This was: Lynda's contribution to my piece of mind, = IHater— - ringie




7

N

. wives or husba.nds. ' That was the very nicest part of the party fo'r me,
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- The party was largely rather young deernment people -- the

Joe Barr's from the Treasury, Jim Symingtoﬁs from’ ProtocOl Sheldon

Cohens from IRS. young Senator;Scoop Jackson and Joe Tydmgs, young

House -members - the B111 Greens and John Tunneys. And all the ch11dren

of the Cabmet over 16 years of age, a total of about 14 with of course their -

becaose I remembef all the years when I wished the ohildreh were included -
in more of the festivities here in Washlngton.

The Arthur Goldbergs were here with their son Bob and his wxfe.

-And lgxowihappy‘ I was to”have,,Ma,x_'tha and L_uther Hodges”loo_king completely~

2

recovered from his operetion. And Buford and ?Gtherine' Eilli'ngton were
our house guest‘s. _vAnd I_‘.u’ci’ and Pat were every'where spreaciing their 0v.vn.
special aura of .happihes‘s amozl'xvg the Young folke. And Lynda erd and
Warne Lynn without dates but da.ncnng w1th all the axdes. And the ' |
Ce.rpe_nters and the Abells and the.Catlifanos from our staff were w1th us.

And friends of the three young couples -~ we had asked them to send lists. o

It was a thoroughly gay, relaxed “happy t1me. I had Bob Humphrey on

my r1ght and Bary Carter on my left and D1ck W1rtz was at my ta.ble. ‘

_i And pretty Mrs. Tydmgs and Mrs. Green -- very young and gay
‘The menu was valentine ring m:gy ina saddle of lamb, with garden o e
| 'b_ouquetof vegetables Donna, and they Peggy's ﬂiﬂrtati‘on salad, topped off

- with Cupid glddse.

SN e e
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Barry had been attending the Woodrow Wilson School of Public -

Service at Princeton, a.nd: this 1ed to talking ab'.out the Johnson School and

.. my hope that it would be for u‘ndergradua;es as well and tiirr; out better

Mayors and candidates for the House of Representatives and Congress

and Governors -- not juét school teachers. I was pleased that he saw

it that'way too.

The tables -- thanks to Bess's inventiveness -- were labeled not ,
just 1, 2, 3. But after farﬁous couples in love: Adam and Eve, Lancelot

and Guinevere, Anthony and Cleopatfa; _Irefrained from siying that these

~ choices had som etimes fallen upon tragic days... ., - .-

" With the coffee I began the.toa.sbwith much sincerity and warmth,if
less facility of language, how proud we had been i:o_ work with the parents
of these young people and because we knew the parents and their caliber,

'how surely Wé felt these young people would add a bright page to the future '

of America.

And then the Vice President took it up, The toasts went round and -
round. And Richard Wirtz made a very graceful toast to two who have shown

'u"s’ what 2 happy ina;'riage can be -- the Pfésldent‘and mé! I seldom have ‘

been as flattered. And then Ly-ndori made a deér,‘ long toast which actually-

“was to his whole Cabinet and what they meant to him, J}nd we ali drank to

the young folks over and ové_r.

And then we went into the East Room where there were 'cabaretm\,&p L

‘ aroﬁnd the walls with candles and an open bar and dancihg, and I diSéovered. o
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_that John Connor is the best dancer in town. And as Averell and Marie
Harriman danced by, he leaned over and said to me, '"No one hae ever ‘
done rnore really nioe things in the White House for so many people. !
I was as pleaeed as rf I had had the r1bbons of the leglon of honor, -
» $rom o
o I drifted g table to table when I wasn't dancmg and talked to the
. “Udalls and the Fowlers and to.try partlcularly to meet the guests of the_
othree honor couplee. _ - | |
. ./}nd then a little before 12 was the brg e{rent of the. evening -%—
the T4 Brass‘ came -f. Bess's big coup -- eix instrumentali'sts‘ led
( . byi trurnpeter Herh Alpert wh-o were playmg out at the Carter Barron and
S ‘ru/—h'oqsounded like a cross between New Orleans Jazz and South of the Border
e music. .Theyiwere really ’quite unique and a great hit and a gasp went up
from all the 'Young‘-Peo.ple when théy walked in. And I,. the ‘hostee.s, had -

that pleasant sensation that this is really successful,

Lyndon left a little past 12:00 and I danced another 30 or 40 rninutes a

B and then was upsta1rs in bed by 1:30, pleased with the whole evenmg, happy
that we had done 1t, content that I had m added to the warmth and

fam:.ly feelmg of those who work with my husband




