s

7T

"MEMORANDUM -

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON V

Saturday, August 27th, 1966 ~ R Page 1 

- Lyndon's 58th birthday.. I woke to the _drumrming sound .of rain on

 the roof. It ra1ned all mormng and by m1d mornmg we had had an 1nch

That was the first Of Lyndon s blrthda.y presents, and the second was that
he told me that he had had the best mght's sleep he had had in a long time.

I had phoned Mary a.head of time to ha.ve some platters of cook1es

. r_eac_i.y. _which she _g_hﬂd in great _aa._bun‘danc_e, ar}_d gallo;xs_ .oAffcl:Aoffee. And we sent -

them out to the hangar where the newspaper people gathered in buses

from San Antonio be_cé.use we»couidn't have our usual méeting in the front

yard. By about 10:30 they had finished the cookies and the coffee and the
. rain Ha.d also stopped. And theycame inside to sit in t_};gllj,ying.room in every

: possible.ohair, on the cushions on the hearth, on the piano stool, sté.nding

in the corners, arou_rid the bricige table, while .‘ Lyndon .sagt comfortably'in his
big reolioing c'hai.r and. I boside ﬁim; And he talked for oearly ao hour. |
A purely Johnsooian performance z one newsman recounted, in wlv'lat’,was
a;ctually'a :eminiscencel aboot.hiS" wﬁolé 58 yéars. ‘ "No’ hill country ranchér(
could have a better birthday', he summed it _uo.' He had a woﬁde?fﬁl fdiﬁiiy,

he is leading a prosperous country, and is relaxing in the home he lloye's.

‘ H_e"\'ayva.;oounti-n\g;h.is bless;inés éynd finding them plentifu.l.' g The:ble'ssing. that

he considersx the best is the opporlnity I never had before of waging war
on the enemies of manking -- poverty, ignorance, diskease,iugliness, -
and waging it effectiw)ely.". He faces plenty. of problems, but none he feels

he can't cope with,
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I found myself enth:alled, though for pure theatre, if you: want to

- considexr that in all context, it was probably a bit long. At the end I was
' 1nvolved and said a few words about my feelmgs on a tr1p across thls

: great country llke we had had the day before.

\

Then they were gone and Arthur and Mathﬂde and Eloise and Lyndon'

‘and I drove up to Lela's and around the Ranch. We met Judge Thornberry

on Ranch Road 1, and he got in with us and we continued on to the Reagan,
and then to the Cedar Hodse -~ just survey"ing the old home place. It took

us two hours tg make the _rounds and get-back.hom_e for hamburgers with the

staff and the LWLEARE who had come out to,fit Mathilde for boots, and of -

course I asked them to join us for lunch.

'Off and on during the rnorning I had been on the phone with Jessfe

checking on other guests that I had asked him to call -- The Frank Ifwins o

and the Don Thom as"and the Tom Millers from Austin, and our Blanco

County neighbors, the'Bill Heathes, And the Moursunds and the Winﬁers

‘ from Johnson City. And the Dale Malecheks and the Dale Meeks and
Tom ‘\.‘N'einneitnersv here at Stonewall - John and Nelhe -- we had asked them. -
on the plane the day before. And the B111 Gaalfteiés who have been workmg )

'w1th us on wild game for the Ranch And - we sent someone down to.ask
Cousin Oriole. ‘We had already asked Lela this r_nerning_. And Lynda Bird

' had invited Joe BatSen. .

Abdut 4:00 they began to ,arrive; ‘and a_bout three car,l_qa_def_ of us -

started out in tandem as Lyndon would describe it “Round flountain fashion -

_“..
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a carload full of wom'en a’.n‘dk a :ca;;'load full of men." I've never seen the .-
Ranch so greeﬁ in- Au'éust. This rain iSa benevolence from heaven. There
a‘re :not many--f10wer‘s -- just the goideri fod.alonAg the river aﬁd the sun-
ﬂoﬁvers:iﬁ the fence rows. And t_ﬁere is snow;on-the;rhourillﬁ'a.ins -~ even’whe'rev -._

especially in the meadows. Mathilde says she raises it ini hér garden in

Long Island. I must work on more flowers for this time of year. e e

 We took everybody to the Reagan which I shall start calling the _

fthe old-time Johnson 'pl‘ace” because this was the land Uncle Tom received |

_ from his fa.ther,where'he hé.d a hous‘é'and where he and Aunt Kitty's children _-
were born, and through t;hé Martin and the D_af,li. And Lyndon kept up a

staccato of conversation with Dale about’ﬁxis cow looks like she needs
Lo K v : R " - . ’

spraying or 7ou had better drench these deer, or en are you going to
- v - "o o | -

get the shredder in this pasture? His invitation to dinner to Dale had gone

' SOmévthing like this, "When Ido you 'waxit me to come Mr President ?"
"Whenever you ;hink Sro.u finishgd ébout a gﬁold daltyrand a halfs work
just mcome on down. " | |
B ’.,Lynd‘avwas epjoyinésfxowing it all to ‘Jo.e Ba;;szﬁén, vand'the_‘,r,e‘a_'i_:;uldn‘t
.‘ have b‘een more agreéa‘,bleb"c.ﬁdiﬁpa.r'ly. , . | i
| ""It, was 8:30 wh-en‘w»e we?é_baqk ét the Ranch —; more tl;xém 32 of us. .
I had asked Lynda é.nd Eloi\se ,é.r-xdeariailen to be hbétesses for me at three
. | sr;aall ;aﬁies; _ And I sevat.é’d‘ John on my 'rig]Ant. and Nellie on Lyndén's rﬂi.ght,

- and otherwise everybody just found a place and we concentrated on a “good j
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buffet supper -- barbecued beef and ribs and brown beans and slavw} and

‘'hot. homemade bread. And then angel food,ca;ke and homemade peach

jce cream, and a wonderful chocolate cake that'Maria.ll'en. had brought

_ with Lyndon's brand on it. And without thought of discipline and diet,

we ate_with a fine Roman aben'don. :
¥t was nearly 10:00 when we went into the office to m= open Lyndon's

ore'sentsv. The office staff had commis'sioned paintings by G. Harvey of

the Ranch house and of the house where he was born. I gave him a seamans. «v---i-

chest -- a crude chest in which some German immigrant fan;iﬂy had brought'

mu'ch of its worldly goods to this' oountry in the .1840‘5. : And although they

hadn't settled 1mmed1ately at Fredencksbur_y, had soon thereafter moved

crvd . o
there. And on the lid very & -- probably done with a hammer and nail -- -

the name '""Saabe' was spelled out.' | No great hit. He laughmgly sa1d V"I

live long enough I guess Lady Bird will get enough of these chests. I arri

chagrined w1th m yself Surely there is somethmg I could glve him, that I

{

' would Surprjse; excite, elate him. The only th1ng I can really thmk of is.

to learn ‘hd’w to do my hair, ‘wear 11pst1ck, perfectly and be dev01d of

'probier;;;. - 5 e '_:‘ . e :;'”‘;:5
jOhe of the.rea.lly be st presents was: from I_uz and Les -~ an album

for the father of the br1de with a well-~ selected group of p1ctures ® of LuC1

and Pat, of newspaper clippings, of the most personal pmgnant moments of

August 6th and the days preceding'it.- And a present I liked was from a

woman whose name-I cannot even remember who had returned to Lyndon

- the invitation to his graduation that he had sent her in 1924, together with

P
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a very sweet note,
' Neva and Wesley called from Houston. Iam remiss again in not
s'eeing that they were with us.
Altogether it was as happy a -bivrthday'as' one could want, And I .
offéred‘up mjrv'o'wn thoughts of grétitude to fate, to the Lord, that we hadst
- lived to -ha\;e such a birthday, -




