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L y n d o n 's  58th b ir th d a y . I woke to the d ru m m in g  sound of r a in  on

the ro o f. It ra in e d  a l l  m o rn in g  and  by m id -m o rn in g  we had  had  a n  in ch .

T h a t w as the f i r s t  of L y n d o n 's  b ir th d a y  p re s e n ts ,  an d  the seco n d  w as th a t

he to ld  m e th a t he had  h ad  the b e s t  n ig h t 's  s lee p  he had  had  in  a  l ong tim e .

I had  phoned M a ry  a h e a d  of tim e  to have som e p la t te r s  of co o k ies

re a d y , w hich  she  d id  in g r e a t  abundance, and  g a llo n s  of co ffee . And we sen t

them  out to  the h a n g a r  w h ere  the n e w sp ap e r people g a th e re d  in  b u se s

fro m  San A ntonio b e c a u se  we co u ld n 't have our u su a l m ee tin g  in  the f ro n t

y a rd . By abou t 10:30 they  had  f in ish e d  the co o k ies  and  the coffee and  the

r a in  h ad  a ls o  sto p p ed . And th ey cam e  in s id e  to s i t  in  th e  liv ing  room  in  e v e ry

p o s s ib le  c h a ir ,  on the cu sh io n s  on the h e a r th , on the piano s to o l, s tan d in g

in  the c o r n e r s ,  a ro u n d  the b r id g e  ta b le , w hile  Lyndon s a t c o m fo rta b ly  in  h is

b ig  re c lin in g  c h a ir  an d  I b e s id e  h im . And he ta lk ed  fo r  n e a r ly  an  h o u r .

"A p u re ly  Jo h n so n ian  p e rfo rm a n c e  " one n ew sm an  rec o u n ted , in  w hat w as

a c tu a lly  a  re m in is c e n c e  abou t h is  w hole 58 y e a r s .  "No h il l  c o u n try  r a n c h e r

co u ld  have a  b e t te r  b ir th d a y " , he su m m ed  i t  up . He had  a  w o n d e rfu l fa m ily ,

he  i s  lead in g  a p ro s p e ro u s  co u n try , an d  is  re la x in g  in  the hom e he lo v e s .

He w as coun ting  h is  b le s s in g s  and  find ing  them  p len tifu l. T he b le s s in g  th a t

n  ■he c o n s id e r s x  the b e s t  is  the oppoflin ity  I n e v e r  had  b e fo re  of w aging w a r  

on the e n e m ie s  of m ank ind  p o v e rty , ig n o ra n ce , d is e a s e ,  u g lin e s s ,  - -  

and  w aging i t  e ffec tive ly ."  He fa c e s  p len ty  of p ro b le m s , b u t none he  fe e ls  

he c a n 't  cope w ith .
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I found m y se lf  e n th ra lle d , though fo r  p u re  th e a tre ,  if  you w an t to 

c o n s id e r  th a t in  a l l  co n tex t, i t  w as p ro b ab ly  a  b it  lo n g . . A t th e  end I w as 

in v o lv ed  and  s a id  a  few  w o rd s  ab o u t m y  fe e lin g s  on a  t r ip  a c r o s s  th is  

g r e a t  c o u n try  lik e  w e h a d  h ad  the  day  b e fo re .

. T hen  th ey  w e re  gone and  A r th u r  an d  M ath ilde  and  E lo is e  an d  Lyndon 

an d  I d ro v e  up to L e la 's  and  a ro u n d  the R anch. ; We m e t Judge T h o rn b e r ry  

on R anch  R oad 1, and  he got in  w ith  us and we co n tin u ed  on to the  R eag an , 

and  then  to the C e d a r H ouse - -  ju s t  su rv ey in g  the old hom e p la ce . I t took 

u s  two h o u rs  to m a k e  the  ro u n d s  an d  g e t b ac k  h o m e fo r  h a m b u rg e rs  w ith  the 

s ta f f  and  the Luccheses  who h ad  com e o u t to f i t  M ath ilde  fo r  b o o ts , and  of

c o u rs e  I a sk e d  them  to jo in  us fo r  lunch .

Off and  on d u rin g  the m o rn in g  I had  b een  on the phone w ith  J e s s e  

ch eck in g  on o th e r  g u e s ts  th a t I  h ad  a sk e d  h im  to c a ll  - -  T he F ra n k  Irw in s  

an d  the  Don T h o m a s es and  the  T om  M ille r s  fro m  A ustin , an d  o u r B lan co  

C ounty n e ig h b o rs , the B ill H e a t h s .  And the M o ursunds an d  the W in te rs  

fro m  Jo hnson  C ity . And the D ale M alecheks and  the Dale M eeks and  

Tom  W e in h e im e rs  h e re  a t  S tonew all. John and  N ellie  - -  we h ad  a sk e d  them  

on the  p lane  the day  b e fo re . A nd the B ill C o f f i eld s  who have b een  w o rk in g  

w ith  u s  on w ild  gam e fo r  the R anch . A nd we se n t som eone down to a s k  

C o u sin  O r io le . We h ad  a lr e a d y  a sk e d  L e la  th is  m o rn in g . A nd Lynda B ird  

h ad  in v ited  Joe B a tso n.

A bout 4:00 th ey  b eg an  to a r r iv e ,  and  abou t th re e  c a r  lo ad s  of u s  

s ta r te d  ou t in  tandem  a s  Lyndon w ould d e sc r ib e  it  " Round M ountain  fa sh io n  -
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a c a r lo a d  fu ll of w om en and a c a r lo a d  fu ll of m en ."  I 'v e  n e v e r  s e e n  the 

R anch  so g re e n  in  A ugust. T h is  ra in  is a b en ev o len ce  fro m  h eaven . T h e re  

a r e  no t m an y  f lo w e rs  - -  ju s t  the golden  ro d  along the r iv e r  and  the su n -

f lo w e rs  in  the  fence ro w s . And th e re  is  snow -on-the-m ountains - - eveiyvhere  - -  

e s p e c ia lly  in  the m ead o w s. M ath ilde  say s  she r a i s e s  i t  i n i  h e r  g a rd e n  in  

Long Is lan d . I m u s t w o rk  on m o re  f lo w ers  fo r  th is  tim e  of y e a r . -  ■

We took ev ery b o d y  to the R eagan  w hich  I sh a ll s t a r t  ca llin g  the 

"the  o ld - tim e  Joh n so n  p la ce "  b e c a u se  th is  w as the land  U ncle Tom  re c e iv e d  

fro m  h is  fa th e r^ w h ere  he h ad  a h o u se  an d  w h ere  he and A unt K itty 's   c h ild re n  

w e re  b o rn , and  th ro u g h  the M a rtin  and  the Dan z. And Lyndon kep t up a

■s ta c c a to  of c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  Dale ab o u t "this cow looks lik e  she n eeds 

sp ra y in g  o r  you h ad  b e t te r  d re n c h  th e se  d e e r , o r  When a r e  you going to
 ̂ n

get the s h re d d e r  in  th is  p a s tu r e ?  H is in v ita tio n  to d in n e r  to D ale had  gone 

so m eth in g  lik e  th is , "W hen do you w an t m e to com e M r. P r e s id e n t? "  

"W henever you th in k  you f in ish ed  ab o u t a  good day and  a  h a lf 's w o rk  

ju s t  ■ com e on down. "

L ynda w as en joy ing  show ing it  a l l  to  Joe B a tso n, and  th e re  co u ld n 't  

h av e  b een  m o re  a g re e a b le  com pany .

It w as 8:30 w hen we w e re  b ack  a t  the R anch  - -  m o re  than  32 of u s .

I  h ad  a sk e d  L ynda an d  E lo is e  and  M a ria lle n  to be h o s te s s e s  fo r  m e  a t  th re e  

s m a ll  ta b le s . And I s e a te d  John  on m y  r ig h t and  N ellie  on L y n d o n 's  r ig h t, 

and  o th e rw ise  ev e ry b o d y  ju s t  found a  p lace  and  we c o n c e n tra te d  on a  good

MEMORANDUM



THE WHITE HOUSE 
( S a tu rd ay , A ugust 27, 1966 w a s m i n o t o n  P ag e  4

bu ffe t su p p e r - -  b a rb e c u e d  b ee f and  r ib s  and  brow n b ean s  an d  slaw  and  

ho t hom em ad e  b re a d . A nd then  an g e l food cake and  h o m em ad e  peach  

i c e c r e a m ,  and  a  w o n d erfu l ch o co la te  cake th a t M a ria lle n  had  b ro u g h t 

w ith  L y n d o n 's  b ra n d  on i t .  And w ithou t thought of d isc ip lin e  an d  d ie t, 

we a te  w ith  a  fine R om an  abandon.

It  w as n e a r ly  10:00 w hen we w en t in to  the office to   open L y n d o n 's  

p r e s e n ts .  T he office s ta ff  had  c o m m iss io n e d  p a in tin g s  by G. H arv ey  of 

the R an ch  h o u se  an d  of the house  w h e re  he w as b o rn . I  gave h im  a  s e a m a n 's 

c h e s t - - a  c ru d e  c h e s t in  w hich  som e G erm an  im m ig ra n t fa m ily  h ad  b ro u g h t 

m u ch  of i t s  w o rld ly  goods to th is  co u n try  in  the 1 840 's . And although  they  

h a d n 't  s e tt le d  im m e d ia te ly  a t  F r e d e r ic k s b u rg , h ad  soon th e r e a f te r  m o v ed  

th e re .  A nd on the lid  v e ry  c r u d e ly  - -  p ro b ab ly  done w ith  a  h a m m e r  an d  n a i l  - -

the n am e "S aabe" w as sp e lle d  ou t. No g re a t  h it .  He laugh ing ly  sa id , " If  I 

liv e  long enough I g u e ss  L ady  B ird  w ill get enough of th e se  c h e s ts ."  I  am  

c h a g rin e d  w ith  m y s e l f .  S u re ly  th e re  is  so m eth ing  I cou ld  give him» th a t ‘ 

w ould s u r p r i s e ,  e x c ite , e la te  h im [ The only  thing I can  r e a l ly  th ink  of i s  

to l e a r n  how to do m y  h a i r ,  w e a r  l ip s t ic k  p e r fe c tly  and be  devoid  of 

p ro b le m s .

One of the r e a l ly  b e s t  p r e s e n ts  w as fro m  L iz  and  L e s  - -  a n  a lbum  

fo r  the fa th e r  of the b r id e  w ith a  w e l l - s e le c te d  group  of p ic tu re s  m of L u c i 

an d  P a t,  of n ew sp ap e r  c lip p in g s , of the m o s t p e rso n a l po ignan t m o m en ts  of 

A ugust 6th and  the days p re c e d in g  i t .  And a  p r e s e n t  I l ik e d  w as fro m  a 

w om an  w hose n am e I cannot even  re m e m b e r  who h ad  r e tu rn e d  to Lyndon 

the in v ita tio n  to h is  g ra d u a tio n  th a t he had  sen t h e r  in  1924, to g e th e r  w ith
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a  v e ry  sw ee t n o te .

N eva a n d  W esley  c a lle d  fro m  H ouston . I am  r e m is s  ag a in  in  not 

see in g  th a t th ey  w e re  w ith  u s .

A lto g e th e r  i t  w as  a s  happy a  b ir th d a y  a s  one co u ld  w an t. And I 

o ffe re d  up m y  own thoughts of g ra titu d e  to fa te , to the L o rd , th a t we h a v e - 

liv e d  to have su ch  a b ir th d a y . ■ • . . . - v -.. ,., ,
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