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We w oke up to an a s so r tm e n t of h ea d lin es; " D em ocratic  P o l i c y  

C o m m ittee  R eco m m en d s M oving T roop s Out of E urope". A p p a r e n t l y  it  *

w as u n a n im o u s w ith  such  n a m es a s  D ick  R u s se ll  and R u s se ll  Long on it , 

and of course^no s u r p r is e , M ike M a n sfie ld 's . T h is , at a  tim e  w hen

the r a tio  o f R u ss ia n  troops  in  E urope w a s  som eth in g  lik e  5 d i v i s i o n s  to .....

our one, w as ra th er  lik e  p laying poker w ith  a d ead ly  a d v e r sa r y  a nd  show ing  

him  your hand b e fo re  you b egan  b ettin g .

T hen a  s to r y  in  the N ew  Y ork  T im e s  w ith  d e ta ils  about a p rop osed  

tax m e a su r e  in clu d in g  rem o v in g  a 7 p ercen t c r e d it  fo r  plant ex p an sion . A ll  

the d e ta ils  w ere  known to only two or th ree p eop le . How did the s t o r y  get in  

the pap er? T h ird , th ere  w a s  the co m p le te  r o s te r  of n a m es of m e m b er s  of 

the P r e s id e n t 's  Club. It w a s one of th ose  days w hen the g r e a te s t  cou rage  

i s  to get out of bed and s ta r t  tack lin g  the day's w ork .

I sp en t the m orn in g  w ork ing a t m y d esk  and then w ith  L iz  and B e s s  

and about noon I w en t over  to L yndon's o ffice  to p ick  up two lo v e ly  antique  

E n g lish  s i lv e r  v eg e ta b le  d ish e s  that he had  bought fo r  wedding p r e se n ts  - -  

or ra th er  he had  a sk e d  T rudy F o w ler  to lo o k  for  him  som e a n tiq u es. She 

had found s e v e r a l ,  and he had ch o sen  th ese  fesaac for  M argy M c N a m a r a .

We had them  en g ra v ed  - -  a«-&*i l ig h t n in g  job - -  and they w ere  read y  and  

d e liv e r e d  to the h ou se  by  4:00 a lon g  w ith  a note that I w rote .

I ta lked  about our C a lifo rn ia  tr ip  w ith L iz  o v er  a h am b u rger  in  m y  

b ed ro o m . And then I had a lon g  s e s s io n  w ith  L onn elle  A ikm an of the N ation al 

G eograp h ic  who is  doing the s c r ip t  fo r  the new  book, "The L iv in g  White H ouse" ,
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g iv in g  h er  so m e  a n ecd o te s  about our l i f e  h e r e , p a r tic u la r ly  L ynda’s and  

L u c i's  p art. T h ere  w as on ly  one good thing in  the paper today and that 

w a s a d e ligh tfu l p ic tu re  o f L u ci ca rr y in g  an en orm ou s g r o c e r y  b ask et  

w h ich  th ey  sa id  to ta led  $30 . 13, ca u s in g  P at to w in ce . L u c i's  w h ole  b eh a v io r’ 

r em in d s  m e of C lark  C liffo rd 's  e s t im a te  of the w edding. "The on ly  thing  

w e cou ld  have done to m ake it  b e tte r , ” he sa id , "w as to plan i t  fo r  the 

su m m er  o f '68".

s
M d r e s s e d  in  a y e llo w  en sem b le  that I had w orn  to L u c i's  w edding, 

and Lynda w as lo v e ly  in  an o liv e  g reen  s i lk  w ith  a  m a n tilla  - -  v e r y  e leg a n t  

and Spanish look in g . And a t the la s t  m om en t, Lyndon jo in ed  u s . I r e jo ic e d  

that he did, but I did not try  to push h im . the wedding w as in  th e  l it t le  B eth leh em

C hapel a t  the N ation a l C ath ed ra l. And a s  we got out of the c a r , I cou ld  s e e  

the two tanned young S enators K ennedy - -  Bobby and T ed  w ith out th e ir  w iv e s  - -  

co m in g  in  behind u s .

T h is  tim e w e sa t on the seco n d  row  - -  a p lea sa n t r e l ie f .  The 

c e r e m o n y  w a s beautiful, d ig n ified , and la s te d  ex a c tly  14 m in u te s . I cou ld  

ju st  h ea r  Lyndon say in g , " T h is  i s  Bob M cN am ara 's  w ay o f doing th in gs.

Why d idn't you do o u rs  th is  w ay?"

M argy i s  so  s lig h t. She w as v e r y  lo v e ly , a ccom p an ied  on ly by  h er

s i s t e r .

C , ' We p ick ed  up H ubert who rode w ith  u s to T ra c y  P la ce  fo r  the r e c e p tio n

(  '' w h ich  w as a happy m ix tu re  of C abinet, old  fr ien d s  of the two fa m ilie s ,  a
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v e r y  few  fro m  the L e g is la t iv e  B ran ch , and M argy and B a r r y 's  young c o lle g e

■ fr ie n d s . ,,, . , . . . .

E v ery o n e  g ra v ita ted  to the garden  w h ere  th ere w a s a p e r fe c t  sp ot for

w edding p ic tu r e s . A g a in st the gard en  w a lls  su rrou n d ed  by sh ru b b ery  and

f lo w e r s , a m ir r o r  - -  the p e r fe c t  fra m e  fo r  the b rid e  and groom  to stand, 
s e e

and you cou ld  /  M a rg y 's  d r e s s  from  the back  a s  w e ll a s  the fro n t. Lynda sta y ed  

lo n g e r .  She w as having a good tim e .  And I w as b eam in g  b e c a u se  I lik e  to' 

sh a re  fa m ily  t im e s .   And th ere  is  nobody in  the G overn m en t that I ad m ire  

m o re  than M argy  and Bob w ith  th e ir  w h o le s o m e n e ss , th e ir  in te l l ig e n c e ,  

tough d evotion  to th e ir  jo b s, and th e ir  se n se  of fun.

It w a s n e a r ly  6:00 w hen w e le f t . Lyndon to go b a ck  to h is  o ff ice  and  

I to s ign  m a il .  And I sen t a l it t le  b irth d ay  le t te r  to L iz .  I w ork ed  and w ork ed  

and t im e  p a s s e d  and Lyndon did  not co m e hom e to d in n e r . I m ad e a c a ll  or  

tw o. He w a s  w ith  C o n g ressm a n  in  h is  lit t le  o ff ic e . F in a lly  a t 11:00 I had  

a p ie c e  o f s te a k  - -  th is  for m y  d ie t . And a l i t t le  la te r , I  got a  c a l l ,  "W ouldn't 

I co m e  o v er  to L yndon's o f f ic e ?" I put on a robe and w en t and th er e  he w a s  

w ith  about 6 m en  - -  am ong them  C o n g ressm a n  A lb ert look in g  v e r y  w ea ry ,

Joe C alifan o , s t i l l  look ing bou ncy, C a r l told  m e he ju st  cou ld n 't s e e  how  

Lyndon cou ld  do it , though Lyndon w a s  in  e x c e lle n t  fo r m . The ru n n in g -f ire  

c o n v ersa tio n  of the p ro b lem s that fa ce  the C o n g ress  and w hat they could  do 

about them  and w hat he hoped they w ould , sp r in k led  w ith  a lo t of 

h u m or. I thought of how the day had begun — the d eep  m o r a ss  of p ro b lem s  

a s  w e read  the m orn in g  p ap er. And I thought, th is m an d e s e r v e s  w hat he
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g e ts  in  te r m s  of a ch iev em en t. T h ere  i s  c e r ta in ly  no ro y a l road  to it . It 

i s  w ork , w ork , w ork . I im p lo red  the m en  to co m e and ea t stu ffed  peppers 

and b la ck  ey ed  p ea s  and co rn  b rea d  and b u tterm ilk . And ju st b e fo r e  12:00  

I got the th ree  o f them  to s i t  down - -  C a r l, Joe C alifan o , and Lyndon.

The r e s t  m e lte d  aw ay. It w a s a v e r y  cou n try  d in ner. And then fo r  Lyndon, 

nigh t read in g , and for  m e , s le e p .
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