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„ S a tu rd a y ,  S e p te m b e r  3, 1966 P a g e  1

I t  w a s  th a t  m a r v e lo u s  th ing  - -  a  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  liPJr b e tw e e n  w o r k
A .

a n d  r e l a x a t i o n .  A nd  the w o r k  b e g a n  a t  a  r e a s o n a b le  h o u r .

We l e f t  the  W hite  H o u se  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  9:00 in  the h e l i c o p te r ,  s t a r t e d  

o u t  f r o m  A n d re w s  in  a  c o n v a i r  f o r  C h a r le s to n ,  W e s t  V i r g in i a .  T h a t  a i r p o r t  

i s  one of the  m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  I  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  in .  I t  s e e m s  to  b e  the  s l i c e d
■ ■ - '......  /  ■■ ■ ■

o f f , / to p  of a  m o u n ta in .  Y ou c o m e  in  a t  a  f a s t  s p e e d  w ith  m o u n ta in s  a l l  

a r o u n d  you , a n d  th e r e  i s  the  s t r i p  sa fe  b e lo w  you  b u t  v e r y  s h o r t  i t  s e e m s ,  

a n d  you p u t  on th e  b r a k e s  h a r d  a n d  you  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  a w a r e  th a t  on e a c h  

e n d  i t  d r o p s  o ff  in to  the  s t e e p  w o o d ed  m o u n ta in s id e s .

G o v e r n o r  SsBassaei H u le t t  S m ith  a n d  h is  w ife  a n d  t h r e e  c h i ld r e n  w e r e  . 

a t  the fo o t  of the  s t e p s  w i th  a  r e c e p t io n  c o m m i t t e e .  A nd one d a u g h te r  h a d  

a n  e n o r m o u s  b o u q u e t  of r h o d o d e n d ro n  in  S e p te m b e r .  I  to o k  a  s e c o n d  lo o k . 

T h ey w e r e  r h o d o d e n d ro n  l e a v e s  a l r i g h t ,  b u t  the  b l o s s o m s  w e r e  w i r e d - o n  

g l a d i o l a —  j u s t  a  gay  jo k e  b e c a u s e  W e s t  V i r g in i a  i s  so  m u c h  the  la n d  o f  

rh o d o d e n d ro n .

T h e r e  w a s  th e  u s u a l  a i r p o r t  r o u t in e ,  a  c ro w d  of 6 to 8 ,0 0 0 ,  L y n d o n  

sh a k in g  h a n d s  a l l  a lo n g  the f e n c e ,  I  go ing  in  a n o th e r  d i r e c t io n ,  s ig n s  - -  m a n y  

h a n d m a d e  - -  a  g ro u p  of Jo b  C o r p s  g i r l s  in  n a v y  b lu e  u n i f o r m s , lo u d  • 

s c h o o ls  b a n d s .  A nd  th en  w e w e r e  off in  a  h e l i c o p te r  - -  G o v e r n o r  a n d  M r s .  

H u le t t  S m i th  a n d  S e n a to r  J e n n in g s  R a n d o lp h  and  two C o n g r e s s m e n  —  o v e r  

 ̂ s o m e  of the  m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  s c e n e r y  in  th is  w hole  c o u n t ry ,  a n d  a  m o s t  v iv id

■ d i s p la y  of w h a t  w e  a r e  do ing  to  i t  w ith  s t r i p  m in in g  on the m o u n ta in s id e s .
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It  i s  j u s t  a s  though  s o m e  h e e d l e s s  c h i ld  h a d  b e e n  t u r n e d  lo o s e  w i th  a  g ia n t

c r a y o n  on  a n  e n o r m o u s  m u r a l  o f  f o r e s t e d  h i l l s id e s  a n d  so f t  g r e e n  v a l le y s

w ith  c r e e k s  - -  the  b r o a d  u g ly  s c a r s  of the s t r i p  m in in g  la id  b a r e  the h i l l s id e s ^

c r a w l in g  a r o u n d  the  m o u n ta in s  a n d  on a n d  on in to  the  d i s t a n c e  —  ug ly ,

b r u t a l ,  d r a m a t i c .  I  a s k e d  M r s .  S m ith  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  S ta te  l e g i s l a t i o n

r e q u i r i n g  the  m in e  o w n e r s  to r e f o r e s t  th e m  o r  r e s t o r e  th e m  in  a n y w a y ?
m o s t ly

Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  the b u s i n e s s  on the  a g e n d a .  I t  i n v o lv e s  /  so m e  s o r t  o f  t e r r a c i n g  

b e c a u s e  tbe®©’b e in g  a n  e r o s i o n  p r o b le m .

T h e n  w e r e a c h e d  the  d am  th a t  L y n d o n  w a s  go ing  to  d e d ic a te  a n d  

w h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  the  " S u m m e r s v i l l e  S p e e ch " ,  though  the  c o m m u n i ty  of 

S u m m e r s v i l l e  w a s  s o m e  m i l e s  aw ay .

I t  i s  a  46 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  f lo o d  c o n t r o l  dam  - -  the  l a r g e s t  e a r t h  a n d  

r o c k  s t r u c t u r e  of i t s  k ind  e a s t  of the M i s s i s s ip p i ,  n e s t l in g  i n  one  of the  

m y r i a d  v a l l e y s  o f  the  A p p a la c h ia n s ,  r e c e n t ly  f in i s h e d  a n d  s t i l l  q u i te  r a w  

lo o k in g  b u t  a l r e a d y  b a c k in g  up  a  d e ep  c l e a r  b o d y  of w a t e r  w h ic h  w in d s  in to  

n u m e r o u s  in l e t s  a n d  c o v e s  a n d  bays^ Sev e r a l  th o u s a n d  p e o p le  in  h o l id a y

m o o d  ̂ a s s e m b le d  f r o m  L o r d  know s w h e r e  in  th is  v e r y  r u r a l  c o u n t r y  a s  a  

p a r t  of t h e i r  h o l id a y  w e ek e n d .

L y n d o n 's  s p e e c h  w a s  q u i te  p r o p e r l y  on q  w a t e r  - -  a  p r e d i c t i o n  on 

w h a t  o u r  n e e d  f o r  i t  w o u ld  be  in  the  y e a r  2000 . O u r  r e s o u r c e s  m u s t  b e  

e x p a n d e d  m a n y  t im e s  o v e r  b e c a u s e  o u r  p r e s e n t  g lo b a l  p o p u la t io n  of 3 b i l l io n  

w o u ld  h a v e  d o u b led  b y  then .  He a n n o u n c e d  th a t  the U n ite d  S ta te s  w i l l  s p o n s o r  

a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n fe re n c e  on w a t e r  f o r  p e a c e  in  W a sh in g to n  n e x t  M ay .



D e le g a te s  f r o m  100 c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  b e  in v i te d  in c lu d in g  th e  S o v ie t  U n ion  

a n d  m a n y  o th e r  of the  C o m m u n is t  c o u n t r i e s .

T w o d e l ig h t fu l  m o m e n t s  a b o u t  th e  day  f o r  m e  w e r e  to  f in d  th a t  

the  M a y o r  o f  S u m m e r s v i l l e  w a s  a  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  o u r  M r .  T r a p h e s  

B r y a n t  - -  the  e l e c t r i c i a n  w ho a t t e n d s  to  the  d o g s .  A nd  s e c o n d  to h e a r

the  A r m y  e n g in e e r  in  c h a r g e  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  p r e d i c a m e n t  a b o u t  n a m in g  th is

, ■■ - 
d a m .  T h e y  u s u a l l y  n a m e  /  f r o m  the  n e a r e s t  P o s t  O ffice  ̂ he s a id .  B ut

u n f o r tu n a te ly  the  c l o s e s t  s m a l l  c o m m u n i ty  w a s  n a m e d  G ad, a n d  h e  c o u ld n ' t  

q u i te  s e e  n a m in g  i t  Gad D am , W e s t  V i rg in ia .

A s  w e f lew  b a c k  in  the h e l i c o p te r  I  lo o k e d  dow n a n d  sa w  on  one  of th e  

l i t t l e  in l e t s  a  b la n k e t  s p r e a d  on the g r a s s  c lo s e  to the  w a t e r ,  a  s m a l l  f i r e  

go ing  w h e r e  tw o g ro w n  p eo p le  w e r e  a p p a r e n t ly  cook ing  s o m e th in g  a n d  c h i ld r e n  

s c a t t e r i n g  a l l  o v e r .  S u m m e r t im e  r e c r e a t i o n  l ik e  th is  i s  one  of the  b y - p r o d u c t s  — 

a  v e r y  h a p p y  one - -  of su ch  a  g r e a t  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  s t r u c t u r e .

On  the  c o n v a i r  w e  h a d  a  l ig h t  lu n c h .  One of the  a m a z in g  th in g s  i&acB: 

a b o u t  a  t r i p  l ik e  th is  i s  how h u n g ry  you g e t.  Som ehow  i t  c o n s u m e s  a n  e n o r m o u s  

a m o u n t  o f  e n e r g y  to  w a lk  a m o n g  th o u s a n d s  of p e o p le ,  s m i l in g ,  s h a k in g  h a n d s , ,  

t r y in g  to  th in k  of so m e th in g  p l e a s a n t  to s a y  th a t  i s  w o r th  t h e i r  r e m e m b e r i n g .

I  a m  a lw a y s  r a v e n o u s .

We w e r e  a t  the  H a r r i s b u r g - Y o r k  a i r p o r t  on t im e  - -  a b o u t  1 :20 . W hat 

a  d a y .  G o v e r n o r  a n d  M r s .  S c ra n to n  m e t  u s .  I l ik e  th em  b o th  e n o r m o u s ly .

T h e i r  b e in g  R e p u b l ic a n s  so m eh o w  i s  no  b a r r i e r  w h a te v e r .  A n d  f o r m e r  

G o v e r n o r  L e a d e r  - -  a  lo n g  l in e  of o ff ice  h o l d e r s .  A g r e a t  JDomaar r o a r i n g
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fe n c e  fu l l  o f  w e l c o m e r s .  W h e th e r  b i l l e d  o r  n o t ,  t h e r e  i s  a lw a y s  a n  a i r p o r t  

s p e e c h ,  i f  o n ly  a  few  m in u te s  im p r o m p tu .  A nd th e n  began , one of the  m o s t  

d e l ig h t fu l  p a r t s  of th e  d ay  - -  a  3 0 - m i le  m o to r c a d e .  I  r o d e  w i th  M r s .  S c ra n to n ,  

M r s .  K r a le y ,  the  w ife  of the  C o n g r e s s m a n  w hom  L y n d o n  h o p e s  to h e lp ,  a n d  

G o v e r n o r  L e a d e r ,  a c r o s s  so m e  b e a u t i fu l  P e n n s y lv a n ia  c o u n t r y s id e .  T h e y  

a r e  l u s h  a n d  g r e e n  to m y  s o u th w e s te r n  e y e s  - -  d e s p i t e  o i  th e  d r o u g h t  th a t  

h a s  c o v e r e d  th is  w h o le  e a s t e r n  c o u n t ry  - -  r i c h ,  c a r e f u l ly  te n d e d  f a r m s .

T h i s  i s n ' t  q u i te  th e  A m is h  c o u n t ry  b u t  i t  i s  c lo s e  b y .  A nd  th e y  to ld  m e 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l e s  of th e m .  T h e y  h a v e  no e l e c t r i c i t y ,  no T V , th e y  u s e  the  . 

s im p le s t  f a r m  to o ls .  T h e y  hav e  h a d  s o m e  d i f f ic u l ty  i n t e g r a t in g  th e m  in to  

the  r e g u l a r  s c h o o ls  of th is  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  th e y  d o n ' t  b e l ie v e  in  s e n d in g  

c h i l d r e n  to  s c h o o l  b ey o n d  12 y e a r s  of a g e .  T h e y  w e a r  b e a r d s  a n d  b o n n e ts  

a n d  o ld - f a s h io n e d  c lo th e s  a n d  n e e d le s s  to s a y ,  no m a k e u p .  A nd r e m a r k a b l y  

e n o u g h  th e y  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  r e v o l t  a m o n g  the young.  They have- v e r y  r i c h ,  v e r y  

p ro d u c t iv e  f a r m s .  T h e  s e c r e t :  th e y  w o rk  h a r d .

T h e  D a l la s to w n  s p e e c h  w a s  j(t^£, ce n te n n ia l ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  p i c t u r e  - -  

l a d i e s  in  su n  b o n n e ts  a n d  c a l i c o  a n d  m e n  w ith  b e a r d s  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  

s m i l i n g .  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e :  s m a l l  tow n, gay  h o l id a y ,  e v e r y b o d y  r e a d y  to 

e n jo y  the  a f te r n o o n .  A nd I f e l t  th a t  o u r  w hole  p a r t y  w a s  a t  o n ce  in tu n e  w i th  

the  m o o d  a n d  the p la c e .  I know  I  a m  a lw a y s  h ap p ie r ,  m o r e  a t  e a s e ,  in  a  r u r a l  

o r  s m a l l  tow n se t t in g .

T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  few  p ic k e t s  p r o t e s t i n g  the  w a r  i n  V ie t - N a m  by  

n o  m e a n s  d i s t r a c t e d  u s .  A nd  the  c ro w d  r o a r e d  w h en  L y n d o n  s u g g e s te d  th a t



(

w e a l l  lo o k  a t  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  co u n t o u r  b l e s s i n g s  a n d  th in k  i f  t h e r e  w a s  

a n y  o th e r  c o u n t r y  a n y w h e re  e l s e  th a t  w e w ou ld  r a t h e r  be  a  p a r t  of. He h a d  

a  p r e p a r e d  te x t .  A p p r o p r i a t e ly  enough , i t  w a s  on c i t i e s ,  s a y in g  th a t  too 

m a n y  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  c o m p e l le d  to le a v e  f a r m s  a n d  s m a l l  tow ns  w h e r e  th ey  

p r e f e r  to l iv e  to  f in d  e m p lo y m e n t  in  the  o v e r c r o w d e d  c i t i e s .  T h e y  go s e e k in g
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o p p o r tu n i ty ,  a  b r i g h t e r  f u tu r e .  B u t i t  d o e s n ' t  h av e  to h a p p e n  h e  s a id .

M o d e r n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  m o d e r n  te c h n o lo g y  a n d  m o d e r n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c a n  b r in g  

jo b s  to  the  c o u n t r y s id e  r a t h e r  th a n  p eo p le  to the  c i t i e s .  A nd m o d e r n  

G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  h e lp .  D o es  i t  r e a l l y  m a k e  s e n s e  to h a v e  70% o f o u r  p e o p le  

c r a m m e d  in to  one  p e r c e n t  of the  l a n d ?  We m u s t  m a k e  b e t t e r  u s e  of th e  99% 

of th is  c o n t in e n t  w h ic h  l i e s  o u ts id e  the  c i t i e s .  We m u s t  a s k  m o r e  f r o m ,  

a n d  g ive  to , c o m m u n i t i e s  l ik e  y o u r  own. T h e  p r o b le m s  o f  c i t i e s ,  u r g e n t  

a s  i t  i s ,  h a s  b e e n  b e a t in g  a t  o u r  d o o r s  so  i n s i s t e n t l y  th e s e  l a s t  few  m o n th s , .

I  w a s  g la d  of a  d i f f e r e n t  v o ic e  f o r  a  ch an g e  - -  th e  w ho le  99% of the  r e s t  o f '  

the  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  I  f ind  i t  so m u c h  p l e a s a n t e r  to  l iv e .

B u t  h e  w a s  soon  o ff of h i s  p r e p a r e d  te x t  a n d  ju s t  ta lk in g .  T h e y  

lo v e d  i t ,  h e  lo v e d  i t .  A nd  e v en  I w h e n  l  g o t up  to  s a y  a  few  w o r d s  d id  

r a t h e r  w e l l .  I  h a d  sp o k e n  a b o u t  t h r e e  t i m e s  in  o u r  4  s to p s  a n d  f e l t  i t  

was p r o b a b ly  a  b i t  of a  p lu s  — a t  l e a s t  a l r i g h t .

We l e f t  D a l la s to w n  n o t  m o r e  th a n  30 m in u te s  l a t e  a n d  m o to r c a d e d  

b a c k  to  the  H a r r i s b u r g - Y o r k  a i r p o r t ,  an d  w e r e  in  W ash in g to n  b y  4 :30 .

J u s t  t im e  fo r  m e  to h a v e  two q u ic k  g a m e s  of bow ling  w i th  Mar i a n n e  R io r d an



(.

w ho  h a d  gone a lo n g  w ith  u s  on the t r i p .  I h a v e  r e a c h e d  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  

of e x e r c i s i n g  w h en  I  h a v e  gone on one of th e s e  jo u r n e y s .

A nd th e n  o u r  g u e s t s  b e g a n  to  a r r i v e  f o r  the  b o a t  r i d e  - -  the  B i l l  W h ite s  

a n d  the  J a c k  V a le n t i s  an d  E m m e t  R io r d a n  a n d  the  L a r r y  O 'B r i e n s  a n d  

S e n a to r  M c C a r th y  w i th o u t  A b ig a i l  who is  h o m e  r e c u p e r a t i n g  /  a n d  Bob 

K in tn e r ,  a  s u m m e r  b a c h e lo r ,  a n d  the T om  M an n s ,  M a r ie  a n d  h e r  d a te ,  

a n d  F l o r e n c e  M ah o n ey .

I t  w a s  a n  e a r l y  e v en in g  on the  Sequo ia , a n d  xoajhs w h a t  a  d e l ig h tfu l  

p la c e  to be  w i th  the  h e a t  p r e s s i n g  dow n on the c i ty  a n d  the  r i v e r  o f f e r in g  

a t  l e a s t  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  c o o l  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  the joy  of a  lo n g  an d  lo v e ly  

v iew .

T o m  M ann  lo o k e d  h a p p ie r  an d  m o r e  r e l a x e d  th an  I  h a v e  e v e r  s e e n

h im .  P r i v a t e  l i f e  a g r e e s  w i th  h im .  H e i s  w r i t in g  a  book  on  o u r  f o r e ig n

. p o l ic y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  to L a t in  A m e r i c a .  I s h a l l  lo o k  f o r w a r d

to  r e a d in g  i t .  I t  w i l l  no  doub t be c u t  to  p ie c e s  b y  o u r  l i b e r a l  p r e s s .  H e i s

a  r a r e  m a n  a n d  I  a m  g la d  w e h ad  h im  in  F e d e r a l  s e r v i c e .  A nd  I  su p p o se

I  u n d e r s t a n d  the  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  h im  le a v in g .  S h e e r  w e a r i n e s s ,  m a n y  y e a r s ,

th e  n e e d  to  m a k e  m o n e y .

Ju n e  W hite  gave  a n  e x c i t in g  a c c o u n t  of A lle n  D r u r y ' s  n ew  b o ok .

L a r r y  O 'B r i e n  a n d  I ta lk e d  ^ |< th e  K a r n a c k  P o s t  O ffice , an d  F lo r e n c e  to ld  
irJ b v rxa ^

m e  a b o u t  h e r  l i f e ,  h e r  f i r s t  h u s b a n d ,  h e r  s t e p - c h i l d r e n ,  h e r  e a r l y  y e a r s  - -  

a  f a s c in a t in g  s to r y .
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lingI t  w a s  a  q u ie t ,  lo w -k e y  e v e n i n g / t h a t  e n d ed  e a r l y ^ a n d  w e w e r e  

b a c k  a t  the  W hite  H ouse  b e f o r e  10:00. T im e  f o r  m e  - - o h  lu x u r y  of 

l u x u r i e s  - -  to  s e e  Gun Sm oke, a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  a  r e p e a t .  I  v a l i a n t l y  d id  

m y  e x e r c i s e s .  If  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  w e e k  of r o u t in e  in  m y  l i fe  i t  h a s  b e e n  

. th is  one  - -  e x e r c i s e ,  w a lk in g ,  f a i r l y  e a r n e s t  d ie t in g ,  e i t h e r  k  s w im m in g  

o r  b o w ling , a b o u t  5 d a y s  ou t of the  l a s t  7. T h e  s p i r i t  o f  New Y e a r ' s  

r e s o lu t io n ^ o f  s t a r t i n g  aga in ^ w h ich  I  i n a u g u r a te d  r i g h t  a f t e r  L u c i ' s  w ed d in g  - -  

m a y b e  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  i s  in  fu l l  sw ing  now . A nd th e n  I c o z i ly  

s e t t l e d  w i th  a  l i t t l e  D u b o n n e t   f o r  a  m a s s a g e  a n d  w a tc h in g  the r e s t  of 

Gun S m oke , - -  m y  id e a  of the u l t im a te  in  s e l f - in d u lg e n c e  to  w i n d u p  the  

d a y .

V ,


