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It was that‘marvelvous thing -;- aAwell-baianced ﬁ‘between work
“and relaxation. And the work began at a.reasona,blevhs‘:)ur.v'

. We left the Whité House a little: before 9:00 i'n the he.liCOpter, staiteci
éut_ frofn Andrews in é c‘onvlair for C»ha.r‘le‘stion,. West. Virgiﬁia. 'IhaF -ai:ppxjt
is oné of the m ost memdraﬁle I ha;re bev'ér beeﬁ in, It seems to ‘tv)'e’ the slic’edr
'6ff.}t{p of a rriount;in. Ydu come m at a _faét ‘séée.d with mountains al} ‘
arodnd you, and thefe ié the strip safe belbw'you but Qery shortA it seems,
and you i:ut on the braices ﬁérd and you are very muéh aware"tha.t on each o
endAit d.r‘ops‘ off‘into.th‘e stéep §vooded mountéiﬁsides.

Go‘}er_novr‘ MHulett‘ Smith" anvcvi h1s \;ife ‘a‘nc»iv tﬁree c?hildrén wéré
#t thé foot of the stéps v};lth a reception committeé. _And' one daughter had
an enor;'noué bouquet of ~rhodbdeﬁdron in September. I took a second ‘look.
Theywere rhodociendfén leaves alrigﬁt, but the blos.soms_. w'erbe wired-on
| gladiolé, -- just a gay joke because West Virginia is so much the land ofv
rhc;dodend;'bn. o | |

The.;é was the usﬁal-airpor't routine, a crowd of 6 to 8, 000,' Lyndon '

_ sh;king hands all along the fenée, I going in another direction, signs -- many .

halndmad!eI - a groﬁp of Job Cdrﬁs girls zEd in na.%ry 'blueAt‘lnif.or‘m s, loud
scﬁoolsv bands. ‘Ajnd then wé were off vin. a hélicoptér - Goverﬁor and Mrs. .'
Hulett Smitﬁ and Senator Jehnings Randolph and t;wo Cong'réssrne.n -- over
sor;)e of the rr;ost beautiful scenery in this whole country, and a‘ n.r‘x}o.st.vivid :

display of what we are doing to it with strip mining on the mountainsides. -
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- It is just as though some heedless child had been turned loose with a giané
crayon on an enormous mural of forested hillsides and soft gAreen valleys - °

)

 with creeks --"thg broad ugly scars of the strip mining laid bare the hillsides

o cArawling around the mountains and on and on into the distance -~ ugly,

‘brutal, aramatic.‘:' I asked Mrs. Smith if there was any State legislation

requiring the mine owners to reforest them or restore them in any way?

. : . mostly :
Yes, that's the business on the agenda, It involves/some sort of terracing -
, .

because being an erosion problern.

| Then we reached the dam that Lﬁdon was‘ g§mg to dedmate a.nd
-\#ha'.t ‘wvas.-called the- ”Suti'nr;xe;sx‘riﬁ.e‘ Spéech", though the commuﬁlty of
Summ ersville was some miles awa.y.. '

It is a 46 million dollar flood control ciafn' -- thé largest earth and
rock ‘structl;t.xre of its kind east of the Missiséippi, hestling in one of I:h‘e...

: myriad'val.leys of fhe Appalachians, .recently fixﬁshed .an"d still quite raw
llo'oking but a11.'ead‘y.back‘ix’1g up a déép clear body of water fx‘/hiCh winds ir;to
nu_me.rous inlété and éox}es and bays, -%d.ﬂagéveral thousand peopie iﬁ holiday
m_o‘éld\as_semble'd from Lord kﬁows whe ré 'in_ thi.é ."v'ery rural .couritry as ‘a
parf of their holida:y' 'weekegd.

) VL'yndoh's ;peech was éuite properiy én § water -- a predictidn on o
wEé.t t;.our need for it would b e 1n the year 2000, "Our resources mus:t be |
expanded many .txlmes over because our piésent global éopﬁlatmn ;)f 3 b1111on
would have doubled by then. ' He alnnoum’:ed that the United States will sponsor

an international conference on water for peace in Washington next May.
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Delegaﬁes frorn 100 cpuntr.ies will be invited inc'ludifng the Soviet Union
and many other of the .Comvmuni.st countries. | |
Two délightfﬁl moments about the day fof me wefe’fb find that |

- the Mayor of .Summer,sville‘ waé a yc.Jun.gea; brother vof’our Mr.: Traphes
}B‘rya‘,.ht -- !:h'e‘ élélétrician who attends to tlrlx‘e .dog's. And secor'ld to hear

‘the Army en’girﬁxeer in cha;ge describe their predicament abbﬁi narhing this -
dam. "TI‘1ey. ﬁsuan_'y r;ar}ac‘af‘/frcsm.' the nearest Post'»Ofﬁce}he said. But
unfoftunétely t‘hefclos.est.; sma;ll.community Wa.s ﬁamed Gad:, and he c(ouldn't
quite see naming it Gad Dam; Wgst Virginia. 'b

| As we flew back in the -hélicépter I looked dbwn and saw on one of I:he_'A

little inlets a blanket spread on the grass close to the water, a small fire

going where two g-rown people were apparently cooking somethi_ngﬂanc'l'children :

scattering all over. Summertime recreation like this is one of the by-products --

: 'a"very hé.ppjr one -- of such a great and pu.rposéful structure. '

| On the convair we had a 11ght lunch. One of the ama.z1ngvth1ngs bk
about a tnp l1ke th1s is how hungry you get Somehow it consumes an enormdus
ar;u ount of energy to wa.lk among thousands of people,v sm1l1ng, shakmg hands,
try1;1g to thmk ;)f som ethmg‘pleasant to sa.y that is wor‘kth then: rememberllﬁg
I amva.lways ravenous.. B | |

" We v?eré at fhe .Harr.is‘burg-York ‘airport on time» -- abdﬁt 120 What

a day; ' .GOVernor'a;nd Mrs, Séranton’ met us, I like- them both enorm;usly. ‘
T.heiArA: béiﬁg. Rébvubiicans éc;m'eﬂéw:i.s;nolba:r-rier.'v"vhatevef.".:}.k'nd for?n’er -

Governor feader --a lcmg lme of offlce holders. A greatawomr roaring
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fence full 'of.'welcomers. Whether billed or not, there is always an airport

speech,. if only a few minutes ifni)romptu. And then b'e_gan, onevo'f_the most

delightful parts of the day -~ a 30-mile motorcade. I rode with Mrs. Scfar{ﬂ:on,l ] -

- Mrs. Kraley, the wife of the Congress‘mal_l"wh‘q‘m Lyndon ‘ho.pesvto help, and -

Governorfeader, across some beautiful Pennsylvania countryside. They

are lush and green to my southwestern eyes -- despite of the drought that

‘This isn't quite the Amish country.but it is clo'se- by. And they toId me

interesting tales of them, They have no electnclty, no TV, they use the

sii’nplﬂ.st farm tools. They have had some d1ff1cu1ty 1ntegrat1ng them 1nto

"the regular schools of this country because they‘ don't believe in sendlng

ch;ldren to school beyond 12 yea.rs of a.ge. They wear beards and bonnets |

'and old- fash1oned clothes and needless to say, no makeup. And rema.rkably

. enough they ha.ve very 11tt1e revolt amOng the young:wm-very rich, very

productive farms, The secret: they work hard.

'The Dallastown speech Was,fgentennial; .and it was a perfeet' picture --

ladies in sun bonnets and calico end men with beards and everybod'y. was

smviling. »Th_e.atr‘nosp_here: small town, gay holiday, everybod'y. reedy to

enjoy the afternoon. And I felt that our whole party was at once irfune with

the mood and the place. I know I am always happier, more at ease, in a rural

or srhall town setting,

The presence of a few pickefs ‘protesting the war in Viet‘_—'—Na.rﬁ by

no means distracted us. And the crowd roared when Lyndon suggested that . -
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" we all look at our country and count our blessings and think if there \'vvasf

* any other country anywhere else that we would rather be a part of. He had
a prepared text. _Appropriateily enough, -it wé.s on cities, s.aying that too .

many Americans are compelled to leave farms and small towns where they

prefer to live to find employment in the overcrowded cities. They go seeking

opportunity, a l;righ.te:r future V'But 1tdoe sn‘t héfe .tc;_happen}he_ said.

: Mode‘fn iﬁdust;y ahd modern technology and moderﬁ transport#tion'qan bring '
jobs to the c.ount'ryvs.ide rather fhé.n peOplé, to the citiés. And nﬁ_odern

A Governm ent ca.ﬁ hélp. Does.it realiy nﬁa.ke seﬁsg to have 70% of o.ur pe;flé

crammed ipto oﬁe ‘percent. of t.he.‘land ?-MWe’ r;aus;:"m.a:kte‘wl).ue"l:tér ‘usé. of the 99%>
of thié cér;ti;ient which li_és ou.tsidé' ‘the cifies. '_ Wé must ask more" froﬁ.n,

_aﬁd' givé to, comr:.nunitivés'like ylou;- own. The probleins of éitieé, urgent
as it ié; has been b.eating at oﬁr '_doc.>r's so insistently these last feW.i'non.ths‘..

I was glad of a diffei-_ent yéice ..forva change -- the whole 99% of the fe st of‘.'
the country where I find it 'slo mlﬁch pleasanter té live. -~

But he Was,, soon off of his prépared text and just ta.lking. They ’

: loved.”it.' he lowied it. An.d even I When I got up to say a few words d1d .

.rathef well. I had spoken about three tlmes in our 4 stops and felt 1t

| was probably a b1t of a plus -~ at least alnght.

We left Dalla.stown not more tha.n 30 mmutes late and motorcaded

back to the Harnsburg -York an:port, and were m Washmgton b}r 4: 30

' Just time for me to have two quick ga.mes of bowhng W1th M.a.r_pAa-a Rlord&n'_ e




MEMORANDUM
| THE WHITE HOUSE
: ‘ . WASHINGTON ' o
Saturday, September 3, 1966 S Page 6

who had goheyI along with us on the trip. Ihave reached for a different sort

- of exercising when I have gone on one of these journeys, -

‘And then our guests began to arrive for the boat ride ~~ the Bill Whites -

a@d the J’aék Valentis and Emmet Riordan and the IL.arry O'Briens é.na
Sexiétor Mc':Car'thy‘w,ithO}.lt Abigéil who is home recuperating, and Bob

Kintner, a summer bachelor, and the Tom Manns, Marie and her date, - '

- and Florence 'Mahoney.'

It‘ was a’n ez;.rly_ evening on the Seciuqia, and watx what a delightful )
place to be with the heat pres?ing down on thAe city énd-the rivg': offeiing
at leas't,th; ap'[.)earance of cool and lcertainly the joy .of a li;ng and‘lovel.y'
vie&. | |

T'o.m Mann 'llooked happiéi' a..nd.more relaxed .tha.n I have ever seen

him. Private life'agrees with him. He is writing a book on our foreign

: polig:y, particulariy as it felgte’s to Latin America,. I shal; look forward
jto réading it, It will no doubt be_‘cut to pi»ece.s by our _lii)ergl p'r'es'g | He .is‘.
| a rare man and I am "glad w e had him in Fec_lefai ser'v'i.ce: And Iisuépose -

I unclverstahdvthe' fxegefssity fé? h1m ieaving; Sheer Wéariness, ﬁaﬁy' yéa.rs,

the need to make money.

June White gave an ex.citiﬁg account of Allen Dfuryj’s new book.

Larfy O"Brien and I talked -@/the_Karnack Post Office, and Florence té_ld '

~ me about Sfaegiec life, her first husband, her step-children',-"‘her' early years --.

‘a fascinating stary..

!

].. .
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It was a quie'f, low-key eveningAat ‘ended early,)aﬁd we were
back ét'the White House before 10:00, Time for me -- oh luxury ‘olf '
luxuryies -- to see Gun Smoke, and it was n_i)t a repeat. I val}jiantly did

my exercises. If there has been a week of routine in my life it has been -

.this one -~ exercise, walking, fairly earnest dieting, either m swimming -

or bbwling, ‘about 5 days out of the last 7. The spirit of Ne’w Year's

— :

A

. resolutionAof starting again,which I inaugurated right after Luci's wedding -~ -

‘.ma.yfbe- short-lived, but at least it is in full swing now. And then I cozily

settled with a little Du*bonnet/ f_o_r"a' ma's.sa'.ge and watchihg the _Are.s,t of
Gun Smoke, -- my idea of the ultimate in self-indulgence to wind up the

day.




