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L abor D ay, M onday, S ep tem b er 5th, w a s a p tly  nam ed - -  c r e sc e n d o  

o f w ork  from  9:00 in  the m orn in g  t i l  p ast m id n ight.

We h e lic o p te r e d  out to the N ation al A irp o rt about 10:00 and flew  

out to D e tr o it  w ith  a  fu ll contin gen t o f  M ichigan and Ohio C o n g r e ssm e n .

T h ere  w a s  an  h o u rs  change in  tim e , so it  w as on ly  a lit t le  p a st 10:30
i

w hen w e a r r iv e d  at W ayne County A irp o rt. And at the v e r y  fo o t of the s te p s

w ho sh o u ld there be but G overnor R om n ey . A ccord in g  to the paper'*he had
n

o u th u stled  a  pack  o f D em o cra tic  p o lit ic ia n s  to be at the head  o f the 

r e c e iv in g  lin e  a lon g  w ith  Senator R ob ert G riffin .

He w a s v e r y  co u rteo u s  and I co n sid er  it  a m a rk  of good m a n n ers  

to m e e t  the P r e s id e n t  a t the a ir p o r t.

Lyndon p ro m p tly  took him  in  h is  c a r  on the r id e to C o b e ll H all.

And I rod e w ith  N ancy W illia m s and C o n g ressm a n  V iv ian . But not u n til 

w e had c o v e r e d  the fe n c e , shaking hands w ith everyb od y  w e co u ld  rea ch  and  

Lyndon had sa id  a few  w o r d s . H ow ever to m e  the w hole  im p r e s s io n  of 

D e tro it  i s  o f a town a a s oei a ted  w ith  p o lit ic a l f ig u r e s , too so p h is tic a te d  to  

r e a lly  c a r e  i f  a P r e s id e n t  v i s i t s .  It i s  a lon g  tra d itio n  to go to D etro it on 

L abor D ay. And it  i s  sa id  that the Labor Party  in  i t s  he y-d ay  cou ld  turn out 

a crow d  of 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  in   C ad illac  Square. That Ivay day is  long p a st I th ink. 

T h ere  w as no parade today. Or i f  so , i t  w as over  and le^t^Tfew  e c h o s . 

T h ere  w as a sca tte r in g  of peop le  a long the s tr e e t  - -  no g rea t turnout.

But C o b ell H all w a s r e sp e c ta b ly  fu ll - -  so m e 5 ,0 0 0  the paper sa id . I 

r e a lly  en joyed  s e e in g  N ancy — a l iv e ly , ch arm in g  w om an w ho took h er
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job a s  w ife  of the m an in  ch a rg e  of the A fr ica n  d esk  in  the State D ep artm en t  

in  dead  e a r n e s t , knew ev ery o n e  of the w iv e s  from  the A fr ica n  co u n tr ie s  

and s t i l l  h e a r s  from  them  - -  e v en  has v is i t s  from  th em . It is  in te r e s t in g  

to r em em b er  that the seg m en t of the D em o cra tic  p a rty  in  w hich  I liv e d  in  

T ex a s  and knew b e s t  look ed  s  upon W alter R euther and Soapy W illia m s a s  

a w a y -o u t u ltralib e r a l branch  of the p arty . And in  the y e a r s  s in c e  I have  

c o m e  to know them  I lik e  them  both v e r y  m uch.

M ayor C avanagh w as qu ite in e v id e n c e , and c h e e r y  fo r m e r  G overn or  

Sw ain son  and Senator H art and Senator M cN am ara’s w idow . The w hole  

m e e t in g  w a s a tr ib u te  to h is  m em o ry ,

A n ew sp a p er  m an to ld  m e la te r  that the p ro v erb ia l crow d  fo r  the 

L abor D ay sp e ec h  in  y e a r s  p a st had b een  m o stly  braw ny m en  in  b lu e  sh ir ts  

and w om en  in  g in g h a m s. Now th ere  w e re  a lm o st  no b lue s h ir t s .  N e a r ly  

ev er y o n e  had on c o a ts  and t ie s  and lo ok ed  prosperous^  ''^ l^ ugh  th ere  w a s  a 

g r e a t  d iv e r s ity  in  the fa c e s  b e fo re  m e , even  sp e lle d  out in  so m e of the 

c o s tu m e s  of the c o u n tr ie s  from  w hich  th eir  a n c e s to r s  had co m e - -  P o le s ,  

C z e c h s , L ith u an ian s, G reek s  and a s iz e a b le  sp rin k lin g  o f N e g r o e s . I n o tice d  

in  the b ack  o f the h a ll a "Stop the War" b an ner. And then a scra m b lin g  a s  

the p o lice m e n  g a th ered  around the s m a ll  group that had it , and b egan  e sc o r t in g  

them  from  the h a ll w h ile  I hoped that the TV c a m e r a s  w ould s ta y  tra in ed  on  

the p la tfo rm , xtac s a t is f ie d  in  th e ir  hope for  b attle  by  the p r e se n c e  o f .
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R om n ey  and G riffin  who had I thought ra th er  d isc o u r te o u s ly  b een  p laced  

a t the v e r y  back  of the p latform  and w e r e  not in trod u ced . And w hen  

Lyndon m en tion ed  G overn or R om n ey 's  n am e, a  co u rteo u s e x p r e s s io n  of  

p le a su r e  that he ca m e  to m e e t  h im , he w as roundly b ooed  to>my d isc o m fo r tu r e  

T h ere  w as one lo n e  h e c k le r  on the le f t  rem ain in g  who in terru p ted  L yndon’s 

ta lk  o f a few  m in u tes w ith  shouts of " L et’s s e t t le  the w ar in  V ie t-N a m ", and  

h is  n e ig h b o rs  around him  began  to hush  h im . And th^n sudd en ly , r igh t in  

the m id d le  of the sp e ec h , Lyndon dep arted  from  h is  tex t - -  I  th ink he p ick ed  

i t  up from  the •  tex t o f a la te r  sp e ec h  - -  w ith  a s ta tem en t, " T h ose troop s  

w ill  c o m e  h o m e, th ose  b a s e s  w ill  be turned over  fo r  c o n str u c tiv e  p e a c e -  

- N tim e  p u r p o se s , a s  soon  a s  that C om m u n ist a g g r e s s io n  s to p s . And I m ay

add, adik to a l l  whom  it  m ay  co n cern , i f  anyone w ill  show  m e  the tim e sch ed u le
*

w hen a g g r e s s io n  and infiltra tio n  a n d  'm igh t m a k es r ig h t' w ill  be h a lted , then  

I a s  P r e s id e n t  o f th is cou ntry  w ill  la y  on the table the sch ed u le  fo r  the 

w ith d ra w a l of a l l  o f our fo r c e s  from  V ie t-N a m ."

He did  i t  w ith  f in e  th ea tre  - -  the r ea c tio n  w as a th r ill to w atch . T he  

g r ea t h a ll  resp on d ed  a s  one m an . E veryon e r o se  to th e ir  fe e t  aEsni in  a 

p ro lon ged  c h e e r  that la i d  to r e s t  the h e c k le r  fo r  the r e s t  o f h is  sp eech .

■ I rod e b ack  to the a ir p o r t w ith N ancy and S e c re ta r y  W irtz and a 

young and v e r y  a ttr a c tiv e  fre sh m a n  C o n g ressm a n  nam ed F ord  and  

C o n g r e ss m a n  O 'H ara.. Soapy is  s t i l l  r e s t in g  a fter  an op era tion  fo r  k id ney  

s to n e s . And w ith  a l l  our tro u b les  I had the d ecen cy  to be p r o p e r ly  thankful
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that Lyndon h a s b een  b le s s e d  w ith  good hea lth . N othing w as e v e r  so  

te n se  a s  the tim e in the '48 cam p aign  w hen he liv e d  through a sp e e c h  or 

two w ith  the s e v e r e s t  k idney ston e pains^ '"j^en had  to fa c e  w h eth er  to  h ave  

a p ro lon ged  o p era tio n  or not.

We had a h u rr ied  b ite  a lo ft on the 3 0 -m in u te  f lig h t to B a ttle  C reek . 

A dvance m en  in  planning th ese  tr ip s  don't r eg a rd  m e a ls  a s  a n e c e s s i ty ,  

and you g e t a b so lu te ly  ra v en o u s . And h e r e  w a s an e n t ir e ly  d ifferen t p ic tu re .

T he a ir p o r t  w a s  jam m ed , th ere  w a s  a  h o lid a y  m ood , e v ery o n e  w a s  sm ilin g .

The a r r iv a l  o f a P r e s id e n t w a s  som eth in g  to be r em em b er e d . I b e lie v e  that 

C it  had not happened  in  a good m an y d e c a d e s .

T h e re  w e r e  an e s t im a te d  6 5 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  a lon g  the w ay to the B attle  C reek  

sa n ita r iu m , and nobody m o re  th r illed  than I. I had b een  h ere  42 y e a r s  ago  

w hen I w a s 11 w ith  Aunt E ffie  for  a  ra th er  lon g  s ta y  a t the B a ttle  C reek  

sa n ita r iu m  w h ere  she w a s a p a tien t and I ju st  ca m e a lon g  b e c a u se  sc she  

w an ted  m e to s e e  som eth in g  of the country , and th ere  w a s r e a l ly  nothing  

e l s e  to  do w ith  m e .

The r e a so n  fo r  the sp eech  w as to c e le b r a te  the 100th a n n iv e r sa r y  o f 

th is  h ea lth  cen te r  - -  fam ou s in  i t s  day and s t i l l  fu n ction in g . M em o r ie s  

ru sh ed  through m y  m in d of the g rea t w hite build ing and i t s  p a r k - lik e  

su rro u n d in g s, and of D r. John H arvey  K ellogg , pink o f c h eek  and qu ick  

of s tep  in  h is  8 0 ’s , b ic y c lin g  around - -  a lw a y s d r e s s e d  in  a^^Q ^y^hite su it  - -

condu cting  e a r ly  m orn in g  c a lis th e n ic s  fo r  everyb od y  g a th ered  out in  fro n t of 

the bu ild ing about 7:30 b e fo re  b r e a k fa st. V itam in s w e r e  one o f the b ig g e s t
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w ord s in  the v o ca b u la ry  of the sa n ita r iu m . And th ey  w e re  brand new to 

m y  w o r ld  then^ ^ n d  I think to m o st «^3i»e p eo p le . Sunbathing w a s  a v e ry  

im p o rta n t p art of the r e g im e . C e r e a ls  of a l l  so r t  — m o s t ly  w h ole  gra in  - -  

d ry  or  cooked^,, "We had it  in  g r ea t v a r ie ty  - -  and s in c e  then , so  h a s the 

w h o le  w o r ld . He w as a p io n eer  ind eed . D r. K ello g g , and th er e fo re  

unpopular w ith  the m e d ic a l p r o fe s s io n  who co n s id e re d  him  by and la r g e  

a "quack" - -  or  th a t's  m y  m e m o r y  of 40 y e a r s  ago .

I r em em b er  s itt in g  in  the dining room  and h ea r in g  a r ip p le  of

k ^  (L,'
e x c ite m e n t run through the crow d  - -  Th e r e  g o e s  Senator L a fo le tte , "The re

go the o w n ers of the R in gling  B r o s . C ir c u s . A lo t of •  fam ou s p eop le

ca m e h e r e  in  that day.

N ot su r p r is in g ly  it  w a s s m a lle r  than I r em em b er e d . T h in gs u su a lly

a r e  40 y e a r s  la te r . B ut v e r y  m uch the sa m e . We ta lk ed  in  fro n t o f the

m a in  bu ild in g  on a p la tfo rm , and the grounds w ere  jam m ed  w ith  p eo p le .

T he D ir e c to r  o f the In stitu te  gave m e m y  own a d m iss io n  ca rd  dated  in

1923( It show ed that I've a c tu a lly  sp en t two m onths and that I retu rn ed

ag a in  two y e a r s  la te r .  That Aunt E ffie  had b een  so m e  f iv e  t im e s . And

th is  tim e  I m ade m y  sm a ll  sp eech  w ith  a ssu ra n ce  and p le a su r e .

A fter  sa lu tin g  B attle  C reek  Sanitarium  and it s  100 y e a r s , Lyndon

ta lk ed  of the h ea lth  a c h ie v em en ts  of h is  A d m in istra tio n  and o f i t s

a sp ir a tio n s  to g ive  to the w orld  the know ledge w e had le a rn ed  in  com b attin g

d is e a s e .
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T he fr e sh m a n  C o n g ressm a n  he hoped to h e lp , P a u l Todd, w a s at 

our s id e  e v e r y  m om en t. T h ere  w as no d ir e c t p lea#  to e le c t  h im  - -  ju st  

p r a is e  for h is  good w ork , a s  Lyndon had b een  doing a l l  a lon g  w ith  the 

M e m b e r s .

We w e r e  la te  - -  w e put on steam  - -  w e r a ced  through the in te r io r  

of the sa n ita r iu m  on r o lle r  s k a te s . T h is  I r eg r e tte d . I  w o u ld T l ik ^ o  lin g e r .  

And then w e h u rr ied  back  to the a irp o r t fo r  the sh ort r id e  to D ayton,O hio  

w h ich  on ly  la s t  w e e k  had b een  b o ilin g  w ith  enough r a c ia l u n r e s t  to b r in g  

out the N ation a l G uards. T h ere  w as no s ig n  o f it  w hen w e a r r iv e d  a t 

C ox A irp o r t w h ere  about 5 ,0 0 0  w e r e  lin ed  up a lon g  the fe n c e . I la te r  

h ea rd  that s o m e  o f them  had w aited  a s  lon g  a s  e ig h t h o u r s . And the 

sch o o l band had b een  p lay ing  b r is k ly  for  an hour b efo re  w e a r r iv e d .

Lyndon and I w e re  f ir s t  off the p lane w ith  G overnor J a m es A . R hod es  

c lo s e  beh in d  h im . And a lw a y s  at h a n d  the C o n g ressm a n  he hoped to help  

h e r e  - -  R odney L o v e . He ta lk ed , w e shook  han d s. Senator F ran k  L a u sch e , 

that au th en tic  m a v e r ic k  c£ the D em o cra tic  party , m et us and w ent w ith  us  

the r e s t  of the day - -  a  r e a l b a r o m e te r  that Lyndon, stand s w e ll  in  O hio.

We drove to the M ontgom ery C ou n ty  :&aHJc fa ir  grounds w h ere  th ere  

w a s a  huge g ood -n atu red  crow d . T h e h o lid ay  a tm o sp h ere  p r e v a ile d  e v e r y -  

w h e r e . And the day i s  a  c a se  of "it g e ts  b e tter  a s  it  g o es  along"^

With  L yndon’s en th u sia sm  r is in g  in  d ir e c t  ra tio  to the cro w d 's  

( en th u sia sm  and s iz e .  Som e p r iz e  s te e r s  w ere  lin ed  up for  u s  to s e e  - -
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polled He r e fo r d  and Bla c k  An gu s. T hen we w ere  on the stage  fa c in g  a gran d - 

stan d  ja m m ed  w ith  p eo p le , and b etw een  u s and the grandstan d , a so lid  m a s s•i .

of hum an ity  that flo w ed  on up to the le f t .

L yndon's ta lk  w as on youth and the n eed  for a l l  young p eop le  to 

en ter  public s e r v ic e  for  so m e  p er io d  o f th eir  l iv e s .

Suddenly in  fro n t of u s , out in the m a s s  o f hum anity , a banner w ent  

up, "Thou Shalt N ot K ill" .  And w e cou ld  s e e  scu fflin g  around a  sm a ll  group  

w ith  the p o lice  m ovin g  in  and link ing th e ir  a r m s  around th em . L a ter  I h ea rd  

that th ere  w e r e  about 35 of the p r o te s to r s . F rom  tim e to t im e , th ey  

le t  out a chant, "B ring the b o y s h om e" , or " P eace  in  V ie t-N a m " .  But 

m o s t ly  th ey  ju st stood  fa c in g  the p o lice  or sw aying back w ard s and forw ard  

l ik e  a stra n g e  so r t  of d an ce.  P eo p le  around them  announced th e ir  h o s t il i ty  

by r a is in g  b a n n ers , "H urray for  LBJ" e v e r y  tim e the p r o te s to r s  shouted  or  

b y  b reak in g  into e x tra  loud ap p lau se  w h en ever  Lyndon rea ch ed  a good p o in t, 

in  h is  sp e ec h .

I  cou ld  s e e  that s e v e r a l  o f them  w ore lon g  h a ir  and b e a r d s . The  

n ex t day I r ea d  a v e r y  thoughtful e d ito r ia l about th eir  b eh a v io r .  T h eir  

r e v o lt  happens to b e  a lm o s t  te r r ib ly  n eg a tiv e .  It is  a  s te r i le  th ing.  It i s  a 

fra n tic  e ffo r t  of so m e  of tod ay 's  young to find  a  tangib le m eth od  of r ev o lt  

a g a in s t  the v e lv e t  p r iso n  of a fflu en ce , con fo rm ity , and is o la t io n .  M any  
■ ' ■' 

to b i z a rre in  s tr a te g ic  sp o ts  g iv e s  p eop le  a  lo t  of ex p o su re  in  th is day of 

/ sa tu ra tio n  c o v e r a g e  of a m ajor  even t by  te le v is io n . A s a r e s u lt  m any of
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the young con fu se  it w ith  a c tio n . T hey think that they  a r e  doing so m eth in g  

w h en  they a r e  n o ticed  by the TV c a m e r a s .

I rode b ack  to the a irp o r t w ith  M rs. L ove and F r a s ie r  R e e m s .

M r s . L ove w a s  e c s ta t ic  b eca u se  the crow d  had b een  e s t im a te d  at a s  

high a s  7 5 ,0 0 0 . And w e flew  to C olum bus, O hio. And then began  w hat 

w as a c tu a lly  the c r e sc e n d o  point o f the day.

We w e r e  a lr ea d y  an hour or so  la te  w hen w e s ta r te d  d r iv in g  to the  

F a ir f ie ld  County fa ir  grounds in  L a n c a ste r . I rode w ith  C o n g ressm a n  L ove  

and John B u sh  and M rs . jgfaidAtBKk, the w ife  of the C o n g ressm a n  fro m  that 

D is tr ic t .

D ark  w a s fa llin g , and i t  had b een  a lon g  tim e s in c e  our lig h t lunch . 

The a ir p o r t i t s e l f  w as crow d ed , but it  didn!t end th e r e . T h ere w a s  a so lid  

m a s s  of p eop le  a lon g  the s t r e e t s ,  and Lyndon stopp ed  aga in  and aga in  and  

aga in  - -  even  in  the dark  - -  g e ttin g .o u t of the c a r , u sin g  the b u ll horn  fo r  

a few  w o r d s . A s .soon  a s  he cam e to a h a lt, peop le  b egan  to run p e l l - m e l l  

tow ard  h is  c a r . I w ould put the w indow  down and s m ile  and shake hands 

w ith  the peop le  that stopp ed  and stu ck  th e ir  h ead s in  and sa id , "Is that 

L ady B ir d ? " But one had to be v e r y  c a re fu l b eca u se  w hen h is  ca r  p icked  

up and sta r ted , o u rs  had to s^^r^ t  o n ce , ^ j ^ e 'w i i id ^  m u st b T u ^ j in ^ fc e  

p eop le  s a fe ly  back^ The n ight w a s d e e p e n /in g  and the stop s m ounted  - -  8,

9, 10. I a sk ed  J e r r y  to go up and te ll  him  that w e w e r e  two h o u rs la te  

and I d idn't w ant h im  to g et ex h au sted . I didn’t m ake a s a le . We stopp ed
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fo r  the 11 and the 12th t im e . I h ea rd  a m e s s a g e  o v e r  the in terco m  from  

the ad van ce m an at the L a n ca ster  F a ir  G rounds, "Sir, the crow d s

have b een  w a itin g  fo r  th ree h ou rs and it  i s  b eg in n in g  to r a in ", in  the m o st  

p la in tive v o ic e . S t ill w e stopp ed  for the 13th tim e , 14th t im e . O nce I h ea rd  

o v er  the in te r c o m , "Is th ere  a Da ir y  Qu een  p la ce  an yw h ere arou n d ?"  "No. " 

And then an u rg en t p lea  to have so m eth in g  w aitin g  w h en  w e r ea c h e d  the 

gran d stan d  a t L a n c a ste r . I cou ld  have ea ten  anyth ing. I cou ld  im agin e  

how Lyndon who had pou red  en erg y , w o rd s, s m i le s ,  h a n d sh a k es, out into  

th is  m a s s  o f hum anity  fo r  so m e  so lid  10 or m o re  h o u r s , n eed ed  the lif t  

o f so m e  q u ick  su g a r .

; T he n ext day the paper sa id , "He w as th e ir  k ind o f P r e s id e n t , and

th ey  w e r e  h is  kind of people»-^i^ C entra l O hio. "

F in a lly , a t  la s t ,  w e rea ch ed  the fa ir  grou n d s. It m u st have b een  

app roach in g  9:00 - -  so m e two h ou rs la te . A s w e rode around the ra ce  tra ck  

up to the sp e a k e r 's  stand , I w as m ovin g lik e  an  autom aton  but Lyndon w a s  

s t i l l  e x h ila r a te d .  O ne n ew sm a n  sa id , "If Cr o ss r o a d s  Ohio w ere  his meat, 

L a n c a ster  w a s the P r e s id e n t 's  trium ph. " And in d eed  it  w a s . T he ap p la u se  

w a s w ild , the p eop le  w ere  a l l  sm ilin g . It w as a  m a g n ificen t c lim a x  to the 

day. The ra in  ev en  m ir a c u lo u s ly  had stopped  ju st b e fo r e  w e r ea c h e d  the

fa ir  grou n d s. The G arden Club la d ie s  p resen ted  m e w ith  a bouquet that

■. w a s a r e a l  w ork  o f  a r t,
's,

' O nce in  the m id d le  of h is  sp eech  th ere  ca m e  a  sw ift b u rs t of ra in .

N obody m o v ed  from  th e ir  s e a t s .  It stopped  w ith in  about 2 m in u te s . A s
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far  a s  w e could  s e e  th ere  w e r e  peop le  in  a ll  d ir e c t io n s . T h ere  w ere  

26 sc h o o l b an d s, the C o n g ressm a n 's  w ife , M rs . M o e lle r , lea n ed  o v er  

to te l l  m e .

A t la s t  the day w as o v er  and so m e two and one h a lf  h ou rs behind  

sch ed ul e  w e w e re  back  in  the c a r s  h ead ed  fo r  the a ir p o r t. It had b een  an 

h ila r io u s  day - -  not the le a s t  w as having such  p o lit ic a l o p p o site s  a s  

W alter R eu th er  and Senator L a u sch e  in  the plane to g e th er . And the 

p r e se n c e  of G overnor R om ney and G overn or R hod es w h ich  Lyndon a ccep ted  

g r a te fu lly  and g r a ce fu lly , though w hich  threw  the n ew sp a p ers  and so m e  

o f the D e m o c r a ts  in to  a tw id d le . .

F in a lly , w ea ry , e la ted , w e w ere  on the plane . I fe lt  l ik e  a v e s s e l  

in to  w h ich  m o re  s c e n e s ,  p e o p le ,'M o tio n s , had b een  p ou red  than i t  cou ld  

hold^ ^ n d  i T m .  w a s running o v e r . But it  had b een  a trium phant L abor D ay. 

And in s te a d  o f  d ep letin g  h im , I had the e a r n e s t  fe e lin g  that it  i s  a c tu a lly  

an  in jec tio n  o f  co n fid en ce  and stren g th  for Lyndon.
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