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It was an A plus day in the Wh1te House -- full of act1v1ty, and I

thougi;t, of achievement. Lyndon had asked Max Brooks and Roy Wh1te

_Iand Biil Heath and Dr. Grover ‘and Gordon Bunshaft to come for _breakfast at |

9;00,&6 talk about the LBJ Library. Between telephone and staff, he was
tied up I took them in for a breakfast of poached and scrambled eggs and

bacon and sausage and toast. He joined us after awhile and the conversation

centered on the stone material for the library. Texas shellstone is too

soft to use for flooring. And Bunshaft has considerable hesitance about

usmg it. We all agree that there should be a tanﬁsh belge matenal because

. that is the overall color of the campus. He has heard of a soft be1ge granite

from a New Mexico qua.rry that he wants to look into. He spoke of a material
in the Freer Qallery. A!td '_we ail piled int'o LyndOn'e car -- nitle of us'l)
b'eca'o.ee with Lyndon only a minute la'oses between a'suggeetion‘ and the

act -~ and walked op and down in front of the gallery to the.con‘cern of the
guard, I think, who di;in't know‘ what would be happening next 'It.is C
handsome old bu11d1ng of another day, rather s}.ass%( Ilike the ma.tenal
well enouéh, a.nd I‘am sorry to. say goodbye to shellstone 1f we do, althougtl

4

there 'vzs always a chance that it won't weather well, Some/\buildings had

‘streaked and turned gray. 1 am unsure about the basic concept of the Library --

that great monolithic wall with no windows worries me like a face without

eyes. ButIlike th'e.play of shadows from the design around the top and

_ the band of light that will make it look like it is floating at night. ‘And the
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“terrace all across the south wall. He has taken away the ramp, and that
is an ifn provement; I 11ke the lona bdlldlng that houses the three unlts --
‘the Lyndon J’ohnson School of Pubhc Serv1ce,- the Archlves of the Umversu:y,
.and the La_tm-Amencan »_gollectlon. .It makee quite a *_magmflcient, oomplex
joined to the main‘_University bya handeoroeW"I‘he' simple-fact is that .
I have no qualifioa..tions'to judge a buiiding of tldis' character that muet _last" o
for the ages, :;rnd I'carvry mY‘ res‘pons'ibiliti'ems— unea‘s_;irly'.“._And 1 know We
should have.had an e#hibit man and a writer who had meadd really lived inside
| 'Lyndon;e skin.t;o 1élu.ck'ou;t: from his '.32 or 33 years in "public life the iroporta‘nt
~ nuggets and t}.1en to show them in graphlc, mterestmg, dra.rnat1c fashlon. o
' .m&ch people 1s?’ob that faces us.
| I said .goodbye to the L1brary group a. 11tt1e past 10: 00 and went for |
’that 4-hour r_1tua1 of getting a pe;manent,and having a hamburge;- in the‘ c.ha1r.‘:_
And then abool: 2:30, back dpstairs to' sign mail, talk with Bess. _'_I"hen down_ '
- r'to the East'R'oox;n 't‘:oAmeet ti’;e 5.young winnere who were there .rehearsiog.-.:
And then on to the theatre for an hour of lookmg at Tom Atkms weddmg
p1ctures. They are splend1d| It has been a Herculean job of editing.v We -
‘couvld pracucally wrap up the Cap1tol dome in the footage.; ‘Deli‘gh}tf..ul irnusio
ties it together, and there is a scnpt that has‘ a bit of poetry and sentxment
, and is qu1te well done I think, but will have to be watched carefully. I had
 to tell Tommy that I must read it allhand edit it. _ Icould see (:hat it made
him nervous becaose he has got a dea.diine for‘ finishing ﬁhe_vﬂ@o_le‘_;];ing)_ aod , :

this pushes him. I too feel pushed and harried. Between reading Jim Bishop's
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. book for any inaccuracies about me, and the script for "The Living White

House", and the script for this movie, and the 5 or so speeches involved in o
the trip to California, Arizona, and New Mexic'o,,‘ 1 fe‘el\that I am carrying

o R ' o ' ' ” ‘i'tis'just'
more than I can handle. But it has been a long, happy summer, and mixiigix
time to get back to work.

The next event of the day was Mrs. Longworth coming for tea. She o

. and I-have a date to have a picture made for the United Givers Fund, and < -t

that is som ehow too bald, too unadorned by hospitality, so I asked her to

-come about 30 minutes early and have a cup of tea and a bit of talk. She

brought me a book, ""Cowboys and Kings", Ietter_s writtexi by her father to

the fam ous men of his day with th&_dmm her saying that she -

expects the President will find some of the situations much the same today.
She is getting her books in order and she was talking about running into

clippings about her own wedding..— Even old letters received decades ago

and not .opened. Whé.t an interesting job'for som t—:body.l She thought the

' wedding was marvelous and seems to really like both Lynda and Luci.

' Lyndon canf:_e in with a word of banter. She does, I amb sure, like

-

- him. I thivn’k' 1t is becausé._they are somewhat alike, They aré,._b'oth brave

and tough.
Presently wé_. went downstairs and sat side by side on a sofa in the
Library with a little boy about 5 between us who was a symbol of what -

United Givers Fund does to help childr_en 1n need. She made his quiet little

- face light'up by showing him a jewel she had on her shoulder --a bga.tle" '
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that tp.rhed out to be' a watch when }‘rou flipped the catc'h and the beatle's

" wings flew up. . It was' a Qe’dding gift fi';om he‘r i'nothei', .she said, I walked
with her to the door, and then returned te the Chma Room to meet the group
frqm the ?“ and r.heumatism as somation and ha.ve my picture rhade with
_the little girl is their'pestei' child this yea.r‘.

/,,f//Axid then.upstairs .for jhst a little bit of r.est -’—v how weary I fin.d
m yself after a da.y of merely thinking'erid m meeting people( | But there‘ e
wei'e only abouh30 mi.nutes to rest before tim.e vto dress for ‘the big eveiit of -
the dair. It was the receptioh in honor of the winriers of the ‘w7
Competitiqn. While 1 was putting on my red lace, L_ypdon called .a.,nd. said...

' 'l'W'hat‘s 't':h‘is about_irne supéosed te make a speeeh to ihtroduce them 7™ “Nebedy :
ever told me. Iam so tiréd I do‘n‘et thihk I clanvdo 1t ‘ Wo_n't'y-ou do itv?‘t.:
My heart sazik. He said, "I‘v'e .got this iri front of ine)i;vha.t Iam §up1iosed‘

- to say." I‘said ":'How about reading it to me.'" He did axid' the 'wo'rdis were
w'onderfuil,‘ 80 very right forbvthe 'Presidenj: to vsa.y, so 'impo.ssible fqi' me vto
say. I urvg-ed hirﬁ to go on a.nd do it,_'feeiing exuel With every word vIv"s‘av.id'.

A feyv tim.es here in the White House there‘ has been an eni:ertainment i:hat
I've bee.ri'very ;iroud of, that I think is jiist right Tonight Was one of those.
Dorothy McCardle called it ”one of the rnost artistically brilliaht evenmgs
ever held at the White House And Paul Hume# said, "Net since the
‘memorable night when Pa.blovCasa‘.ls played there have so_yma.ny of this ‘j'

country's distinguished musicians come together in that histori¢ room, "
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| The. guests were all seated in the East Roem bby'7:.10, and I was
,‘wait'j.ng >a.n‘xi0u‘s1‘y'fer Lyndenl who came swinging along, his.fatigue- h'idden; |
I went etra}xight.to' a eea; in the ffopt row, end he to the podiurm. And here -
_v;ias-%i.ngle.ﬂew of the evening --no epotlight. 'came on himv.. In complete

darkness, he spoke, quietly and in his warmest vein, welcoming the young

winners of the Tchaikovsky competition. I i'eiaxed when he said.”Tchaikovsky“' '

right. He had asked me how. Saying. to them that they were indeed a national
o . K : ’ . o : _

treasure, that they wore the brightest badge of all -~ the pride and admiration

. ' N ’ : ’ ‘ (‘d “ﬁ ’_. L . .
of their countrymen. ' You have achieved much in the country whieh-we have
many differences by lifting their thoughts from those things that make us -
adversar'ies,l\the things that make us brothers.

And then there was the performance. Van Cliburn was the master
of ceremonies. Erich Leinsdorf was sort of a ‘shepherd in chai'ge of all the
young winners, and invaluable to us. I called him myself when we first

begar‘i' to plan it. In fact, I had worked more on this than on most of our ,

entertainments.,

The first winner wes' a bass baritone, Siman Eetes --a tall, handsome -

Negro Who sa.ng an Arle. from Eugene Onegin in Rusgsian and then a splntua.l
"Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Ch11d" And next a Celhst, Stephen
Kates, H1s 1nstrument is one I know least in a.ll the field, His second
'piec.e ”Capnccm'; was a dehghtful p1ece of showma.nsh1p._ You'.‘ldidn't__have

to know anythmg about a Cello to llke 1t I liked_ it. for his-acting; - And
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then another Negro, Veronica Tyler, elegantly gonvned bea.utiful. ,Sh.e

sang a piece from Puccini'. And then another ‘spiritual "He's Got the Whole

World 'in His Ha.nds" ‘The fourth winner was Mlsha D1chter, a planxst, who B

accordmg to TIME the Russian people had preferred to the one who won

'fn-st. place. And his ”DanseRusse'{ by Stra,vinsky.made the walls rock.
‘He hada pixie look'and great sh'ov'vrnanship. In fact, they were all actors

~ as well as musicians, And then a little ﬂurry passed through the room

for

'~ when/Veronica Tyler Ench Lemsdorf had come to the pzano to accompany

her. I was absolutely dehghted to see that Lyndon was apparently engoymg
‘it. _He was clappmg heartﬂy for everyone. They could practmally allz have

come back for an encore if they had 11stened

And then it was time for the last, Jane Marsh, the first prize winner,

a Soprano; the second American to take the highest laureis,in ‘the
Tehaikovs@_Compe&ion. Van 'Qliburn of .c.:our'se had been the ‘ﬁ‘:r»st.

She sang.three numbers, none of which Were familiar to me »"Ain'r;
Ib a ?retty Ni'ghti'; g‘reat’ir'ehiclef‘of_c h.er‘ voice and for her acting,‘ and then
a Tehaikovsky "Ln‘ll'aby-"'. And then an absolutely w11d thing from Puccini,
I asked her about 1t later, and she said the young g1r1 had Just been deeply .

hurt by her lover and she is gomg to commit su1c1de. I had seen{tears and

~ rage and pain gather on her face. She is really a ma’rvelou‘s actress,

Then with thunder‘ons applanse it was all over. I had worried that

" it would be too 'loing. It was not one moment too long. I took Van Cliburn's

'arm, and Lyndon got .Tan’e Marsh, and we went into t‘he‘Blue Room where
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‘ the photo‘graphers.-we're lined uo for pictures of us with the five winners :
who haci iperfox.'r‘ned,‘ with allv of the Wihnere, with E.'rieh and Vah Cl‘ib'ur.n.v '
And then the ;eeeifringlline. It waa indeed a sta?-etuc}l‘ed aufdifence'—_
some 240 mueician's and lovere of music. o
All the‘p\:ar‘e'nts_ of the 13 winners had been invited. And that was
a happy note to me. . Mr. Alexander Zinchuk, the Minister Cour_xselor from
the Embassy of the USSR had saf in the. fronf row in the absence of the _ o
: Dobx;yhins who are in Moseow. | | |
Com poeers ranged from Riehard Adler,. oor handsome young friend

| who brought a preftj’r little blond kitten-of-a-girl, to the venerable Rudolf

- Friml, If I remember correctly, he goes as far hack as Rose Mar_ie'. His

presence caused a wave of excitement in the cfowgi. Aod he lookedh.rather
like a gay ifut. lithle’g'x':ome, ‘And there was Ferde Grofe in his wheelchair' |
‘who had composed the musice'f.or-“The Salhte to Congress'',
P1an1sts ranged from Rudolf Serkin to V1ctor Borge who had
brought a two- foot wooden spoon as a gag glft to Ralph Votapek |
Among opera sJ;ngers. there was Roberl;a Peters and Jerome Hines
‘and Robert Mefrili, ‘Mildvred Miy:ller and Eileen Farrell, plﬁmp, 'hearty,
kra.diating’ happihess. And Richard Ttickei'. Ahdv two' who had‘ sung at our ‘
; Inaugural -- Todd Duncan and Theresa Coleman, who later was in happy
conversa.t1on.w1th Claud1a__Marsh. It was Charles who helped her get :

= through music school long ago.

R
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: e :
And there were friends w1th &L‘E'musmal bent -- the Eugene Carus1s

k and the Oscar Coxf‘a)tnd the R1chard D1etr1chs and the John Hayes -~ he has
| ‘just been appointed as an Ambas sador., I was part1cu1ar1y dehghted to ha.ve '
Jane McPonough, Maiy ‘L‘asker'.s secretary and her,mothez_' who had been
ourlold fiiendfroml Lyixdon‘s first ‘daye in Congress in 1937.
And the critice Were theie *(.,f._.course e- How.ardn Taubman, ‘Paul Hume,

~ and the Winthrop Sargents from the New Yorker.

There were conductors -- Howard Mitchell of the National Symphony, L

Robert Whitney’ of the Looisvilie Orchestra who had heiped us out with the
‘Festival of Arts. And Ezra Rachhn of our own Austm Syrnphony, as wellr
as the Fort Worth Symphon, now. | " |

I was partmularly dellghted to have a moment with Gerald Wagner
“and talk at)out the honeymoon. 'He knew all about the 1>iun«‘.:s that Luci had

gone swimming and boating with. He even added the detail that one of them

 always wore a bright red bathing suit,

: L those . ‘ ‘ o :
And we had invited siemixthat had given us the music for the wedding ~-

" Robert TWynham, the organist and the head of the choir, and Bess; who is

' wonderful about remembermg people, had asked the m Harold Splvackes. ,

. She is the D1rector of the Un1vers1ty of Maryland Madr1ga1 Singers who

‘ wgave us such delightful music at Christmastime -- one of the happie st
entertainments I can‘remember.. ADd Roy Meachams of the Post- Newsweek
Statmns who has been so helpful in wntmg those 1ntroduct1onvs of artlsts for "

me.
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" The Congréss was rather spéfsély represented Wlth Claiborne Pell
'and_ .Frank i‘hbrﬁpson.- And’ from the ‘re.st _of‘Go.vernment,_ there wéi‘g
‘Dr. and Mrs. Barngby Keeney, Chairm-an of the Natiqr;al Endow‘mer;t |
for the ﬁum anities. And tfxg Rc;ger ‘S'tevens,_ Chairrﬁar; of‘the C’ounciL‘oﬁ
the Afts; Aﬁd ‘tize Ché(rleé Fr;nkeis. ﬁe ié the Assisfant Secfetér} of".
_' ‘State for Educational and Cultural Affairs. |
Thel;e were Directors of Musical schools and‘festi’ve‘xl's, ‘such as

the James Cains of Aspen, and the Walter Hendls of the Eastman School .

- of Music in Rochester, and Dr. Charles Kent of the Peabody Conservatory.

There were others ® from the world of entertainment -- Elia Kazan

'_ and the Da.ﬁd Susskinds, The Peter Duchins who had pia.yed for us at the

wedding. And the Lee Eirans who had played for us at that never-to-be-forgotten
A YRGS s - 2
party for the é;nogs. o ' B o h

When the receiving line was over I told LyndOn/swho seemed to have

gotten over being tired and had hugged Erich Leinsdorf as he came -down

the line and also hugged John Steinbe‘ck/\that I was going in/to visit but he
could go back to work, However, he went into the buffet and joined the most
chattering throng I've practically ever heard there. It was a Happy' party.

S0 many people knew each 6ther, or knew each other’s work, There were
reunions of singers and composers and conductors. . Someone ‘connec‘:ted with

the opera in San Francisco began at once tcftry to persuade me to stop there

" for their opening night, .'Evefybody was '—'ravérfxé'us." Lyndon stayed until
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nearly 10:00, and I stayed almost an hour afterward talking with each of
the winners and their families, basking in the glow of a really good party.

The next day a hewspaper'mva.n said, "It was a heaftwarming night
for music = the White House seemed wholly at ease as a background for
the young m usicians of the country,"

bNobociymvs'ras préttier fhan L'ynda- Bird who in her shbi’vfm black

floating chiffon cocktail dress with the black velvet dots made every head . -

turn.

- The last guest left about 11:15, and the curtain rang down on one of

our best days.




