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It w a s a lo w -k e y  day w ith  a fa ir  am ount o f  a c h ie v e m e n ts . A co m p le te  

checkup by D r. Jim  C ain in  the m orn in g , a fittin g  on m y  d r e s s  fo r  the 

o p era  with M r . S tavrop olou s - -  a lo v e ly  ivory ch iffon  that m a y  lo o k  lik e  I 

ought to have m y p o r tra it done in  i t  i f  it  s u c c e e d s . T hen I ta lk ed  w ith  Liz 

about the s c r ip t  for  L u c i's  w edding and about the book  by  Jim  B ish o p . And  

then down in  to the R o se  G arden w h ere  Lyndon is  s ign in g  the A uto Safety  B il l .  

A nd th ere  I p ick ed  up a ra th er  d eligh tfu l ad ven tu re . Juanita put in  m y  hcinds 

a note  that th ree  Nuns - -  S is te r  M ary T h e re sa , S is te r  M ary A m y and  

S is te r  M ary F r a n c e s  - -  who had not e m e rg e d  in to  the w o r ld  fo r  45 y e a r s  

had co m e to w atch  the c e r e m o n y . T o m y d e lig h t they r e m em b er e d  m e  

a lm o s t  lik e  o ld  fr ie n d s . T h ey  w ere  from  B eth  Jenkin’s sch o o l w h ere  I had  

m a d e  h e r  graduation  sp e ec h . I took them  o v er  to the W hite H ou se  for  a 

s p e c ia l  tou r. It had turned out that th ey  had a lr ea d y  b een  through. So w e  

sa t and ch atted  in  the D ip lo m a tic  R ecep tion  R oom . And then I had  the guide  

take them  up to the L in co ln  R oom  and the Q ueens' R oom  w hich  they  had  not  

s e e n . T h ey  w e re  s o  happy and I w as so  p le a se d  to do som eth in g  fo r  so m eb o d y  

w h o se  p le a su r e  w a s  so  o b v io u s.

T hen  I wound up m y  day o f h ea lth  checkup by going to s e e  m y  o ld  ; \  

fr ie n d  D r. T u rch in  and stopp ing on the w ay out to m e e t  S en a to r  Young of 

O hio w ho had brought m e so m  e o rch id s  from  the D em o cra tic  Club sh e  

r e p r e s e n ts . I p r o m ise d  to have a p ic tu re  m ade and sen d  it  to h e r .  I . 

ta lk ed  to D r. C ain on the phone - -  a l l  of the rep o rts  w e r e  good . I w as
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in  e x c e lle n t  h ea lth . And then I had a l it t le  nap. I find  m y s e lf  exh au sted  

from  th ese  la te  n igh ts - -  12:30, 1:30, 2:00 - -  when I am  w ith  Lyndon and 

then up a t 7 :00 . I kind o f ad ju st m y  days to have a n a f tern oon ̂ ^ lo ^ n a p .

I had in v ite d  so m e o f the new  A m b a ssa d o r s ' ^wives to te a . I hope by  

m e e tin g  them  in  sm a ll  groups of not m o re  than s ix  w e can w in  through  

the th ic k e t* ^ o b s ta c le s  - -  d if feren ce  in lan gu age, d iffe re n c e  in  c u ltu res  —  

to so m e  so r t  of fe e lin g  that we know each  o th er .

M r s . R u sk  and M rs. Sym ington brought them  up. T h ere  w e re  

M rs. A dam ou M ayaki o f N ig er , s i le n t  and co m p o sed  in  h er  sh e er  b lue  

 ̂ n a tiv e  co stu m e  c a lle d  a  "boo-boo" I think. M rs. Tun Win of B u rm a, w hom

I had  s e e n  on ly  the n igh t b e fo re  in  the Y ello w  Room , w ho had p r a c t ic a lly  n o 

E n g lish . M rs. A hm ed H u sse in  of Sudan, d ign ified  and r e s e r v e d .

M rs . K ham king Sou van lasy  of L aos - -  young, beautiful,^^“i ^ t  e x tr a o rd in a r y  

fem in in ity  o f the E a ster n  w om en  that m a k es u s o f the W est f e e l  lik e  gan glin g  

h o r s e s .  M rs. F ern an d o O rtuno of C osta  R ica  - -  dark , b r igh t, sp eak in g  

E n g lish , thank h e a v e n s . And the sa v io r  of the a ftern o o n 's  c o n v e rsa tio n ,  

M r s . A lb er t E dgar R itch ie  of our neigh b or Canada.

T h ere  w e r e  a ls o  two tr a n s la to r s  and B e s s .

We took up our s e a ts  in  the W est H all and I r e a lly  w ork ed  a t it, 

b r in g in g  out m y  l it t le  w a r es  of h o sp ita lity  b r ig h tly , "A nother cup o f tea?"

V. " T h ese  a r e  g ra p es  from  m y  own arb or" , happy r e m in is c e n c e s  of our tr ip  ‘

to  C am p ob ello . B le s s  M rs. R itch ie . She w as into the c o n v e rsa tio n a l
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b r e a c h  w ith  a good an ecd ote  w h en ever  n eed ed . I did bring  a  s m ile  to 

M rs. Ortuno w ith  m y  a ttem p ts  a t Spanish  - -  a s m i le  I h op e, and not a 

la u g h . But I  f e l t  I had m ade co n ta ct. "W here w ere  you sta tio n ed  b e fo re  

you ca m e to W ashington?"   "I do hope that you  w ill  s e e  so m e of our cou n try  

b e s id e s  ju st  N ew  Y ork and W ashington." And fin a lly , "I w onder i f  you  

w o u ld  lik e  to s e e  the r e s t  o f our fa m ily  p art of the h o u se , the d in ing room ,

the Y e llo w  O val R oom , the L in co ln  R oom , the Q ueens' R oom  ?" The 

tea  la s te d  w e ll  o v er  an h ou r, and I d a r e d  to have the fe e lin g  that it w as  

a  p le a su r e a b le  o c c a s io n  - -  so m eth in g  for  them  to w r ite  hom e about. But 

i t  w a s h eavy  going and I fe lt  that I had b een  ca rr y in g  a load , though one 

that I had en joyed  c a rry in g .

A fter  th ey  le f t , L iz  and I had a s e s s io n  on the C a lifo rn ia  tr ip .

T h e se  tr ip s  devour not the 3 or 4  days that one i s  a c tu a lly  on them , but 

h ou rs of p rep a ra tio n  - -  a fu ll b r ie fin g  on what P o in t R a y es  i s  l ik e , a 

p r o je c tio n  o f how  I w ould  f e e l  about it , so  Sharon and L iz  and C h a r lie  B oatn er  

can  tr y  to w r ite  a  sp eech  d raft. My m e m o r ie s  o f Santa F e , and I f e e l  I 

can  be r e a lly  ly r ic  about the s c e n ic  h ighw ay in  southern C a lifo rn ia  that w ind s  

b etw een  the m ou n ta in s and the P a c if ic .

I had a sk ed  L eon ard  M arks and M ax B rook s to c o m e  up and s e e  the 

l ib r a r y  m o d e l that i s  on the th ird  flo o r  in L ynda's d o ll ro o m . I took  them  

and l is te n e d  to Max' HtspfeHtaaac exp lan ation . I w ant to  g et fro m  L eon ard  a ll  

o f the h e lp , the im ag in ation , the planning I can  f o r  the a u d io v isu a l p o rtio n s
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of the L ib ra ry . He sh o uld  h ave in h is  v ic in ity  so m e good grap h ic  a r t is t s  

a ls o .  And v e r y  im p o rta n tly  he h a s the un derstan d ing  and the in te r e s t  in  

Lyndon.

It w a s 7 :30  w hen w e fin ish ed , and I w ent o v er  to w a it a t L yndon's  

o ff ice  fo r  our tr ip  to S i^ B la ir  H ouse fo r  the retu rn © i- B u rm a R ecep tio n  

g iv en  b y  the Ne W ins. T h is  one turned out to be a  roost d e lig h tfu l r ec e p tio n  - -  . ■ • 

n o t the u su a l o b s ta c le  c o u r se  through a crow ded h o te l banquet ro o m , but a 

<jp»ihte q u iet and p lea sa n t v is i t  on the so fa  and a group of co m fo rta b le  c h a ir s  

in  a  lo v e ly  liv in g  room  a t B la ir  H ou se .

G en era l Ne W in and M adam e Ne Win im m ed ia te ly  e x tr a c te d  u s  

fro m  any p o s s ib le  r e c e iv in g  lin e  that m igh t have fo rm ed . We sa t  down 

and had d rin k s and c a v ia r  ap p eared  and we ta lk ed  about th e ir  d ay. She 

had had a lo v e ly  tr ip  on the Sequoia down the P o to m a c .  She gave m e a 

b ea u tifu l b r a c e le t  o f b lue Sapphires - -  s to n es  of B u rm a, for Lynda B ir d .

She d e liv e r e d  the b e s t  a cco la d e  any State v is i t  can  have w hen sh e sa id  "It 

h a s  b een  a fun v is i t ." And in d eed , th ey 'v e  m ade it  so . T h ere  w ere  gay  

g r e e tin g s  to g u ests  - -  m any of whom  had c a lle d  h er  K itty. F ir s t  n a m es  

a r e  se ld o m  u se d  in  State v i s i t s .  It gave a fe e lin g  of in fo rm a lity . T h ey  

sh ow ed  u s  p ic tu re s  of th e ir  ch ild ren  and of th e ir  ca tch  on a f ish in g  

ex p ed itio n . She w a s  an e x ce e d in g ly  fem in in e  w om an who aifea: often  

turned  the c o n v e rsa tio n  tow ard h er  husband, b u t  in  whom  I f e l t  c o n s id e ra b le
 

stren g th .
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Bob and M a r g y  M cN am ara jo in ed  u s  in  the group. And then  

H enry F o w ler  took th e ir  p la c e . And then w e m e t the A m b a ssa d o r  and  

M rs. T au k ioch i. And then w e s tr o lle d  for  a w h ile  through the sa lo n s  

and din ing room  of B la ir  H ou se , s ta y in g  in  a l l  about a n  hour - -  se ttin g  

quite  a r e c o r d  for  a  retu rn  v is i t  I th ink. E x cep t o f co u rse  fo r  the Indian  

on e.

Lyndon w a s  b ack  in the o ffice  at about 8:40 , and I qu ick ly  

ch an ged  c lo th e s  and w ent b ow lin g . Tw o sw ift g a m es for  e x e r c is e  and  

fun, and then so m e  w ork .

It w as 10:40 b e fo r e  Lyndon cam e to d in n er. A nd w e had a 

r ea so n a b ly  e a r ly  b ed tim e .
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