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I ha.d that rare, delicious feeling of having been given a day of

tirhé. I had allotted all of Monday to accom‘p‘any» Lyndon on a trip that had -

" been onvhis schedule with a question mark, He didn't go, and suddenly a

whole full day wé._s mine to dispose of. It is like winning at the horse

races, waking up a'.nd‘suddenly feeling that it is Spriﬁg,- or being 20 a.gainf '

~ v -~

' But vth‘ebre' Waé a dark cloud over the first part of it because of .the
death of J’amés Moyers -- Bill's brother. We went to the; funéral .in the
morning. .'I-‘here ié something particularly sad aboht.a funeral ‘a.wa.y from
home. And ﬁomé was Marshall. And James Mo;rel;s was oﬂly 39 ax;d had_' '
two youngwéhildrén. "

Back at the White House I worked for an hour on 'my' spg‘geches'.

: Always',: just Eefore I leave‘ on a trip with a series of speeches, I’approach;
a feeling of panic -- I'm not ready, I cé.n’t éet ready, how can I e‘scape?j '
The only way to emerge from it for me is to work on tﬁein, to daand out
any thdughts or phrases that I do nb; feel cémfortable witﬁ, that are not the
essence of my think;ng, reading tﬁém enough to get fa.m.iliva.r with them a,ﬁd

N W:"illi':e' Day came for lunch -- ‘ha;mﬁurg'e»rs; in the ‘B'ed'réom -:- and

- we talkéd about ”operat.ionfwedding pi'e'sents". A fer things aré st‘ill. cc;ming
in -- mc’:stlyA of the pothoider type. | "We sent t’he.” Stafe gifts to :ti-xeg Archives,
Willie Day had gotteq off a list of all of the Chiefs of State and their gifts '
with f'orm of address to Luci. -And she has been sending back her ,”thank-y_ou“ '

letters to be mailed here. Hand written ones and very delightful ones too.
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I have read several Wlllle Day tells me about others. Alas, the hst

of friends is .still long -- probably 500 for whom we would like to have

hand written rephes. 1 asked her tokget together an 1mmed1ate list begmning
with President Truman and said either she or I must check about every E

second day on how Luc1 was coming

TR -t

I phoned Luci and suggested that she set a quota for a week. Did
she think she could manage 507 No, she thought closer to 30. I'reminded
‘her ttiat alliof thosen hand-written ones should be going out befofe Chnstmas
Otherwise we \Xould _sirrip_l_y_haye to type them up here.

o . Anci as for Willie Day, she thinks this operatiou_ can oe-ciosed up
within a couple of weeks. And aftevrv that she will take a i/acatiozii And then .
what? She 'ié not sure. There were, I gathered, four morejears before
retirﬁfnent. I want her to feel' that there vwil.l always be a place in our. .
organizatiou as loné as we are living and have one -for her.' But 1t is_oot.
"th_e saxﬁ"v th George gone.

Next I spent three full hou:t's workixig on my speeches, 'takin.g time
~ off .'to go 'dOWh"Stair‘e“"aﬂd' 1oo‘k“at"' thé"p’odium;axi'd }i’ave ad_iu‘stments tnade for
height. »'It was too low _fo_x:‘conofoxft. _ ’i‘iw_re has ('Y t_o be a_ compromise = .
ibetween the height I woul.d 1ilte to I'iave it to read my cards from and the
very low podium or none, wliicii photogi-aphers would prefer. I felt much -
easier in’ my mind when I finished. Actualiy, these speeches are rather

"good. I feel totally in character. Iam doing what I like to-do. And the
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words flow. Iapproach it with more ease.

‘Then Lyndon called me to come in the Yellow Room and meet

some ddmmrx Ambassadors. He had eight of them in for coffee and to bid

them fa.rewell. Among them, John Hayes, who is off to Switzerland. And

~Carol Laise, a very attractive woman from the State Departm ent i who

S e e

N -
is going out to Nepal. " Kind Alexis Johnson, to handle the very delicate

position in Japan,

_1 spent a little while working with' Ashton working 'on‘- the .desk‘r

' © Then I went boWhng' expe‘cting to be alone} /éut Just: stopped by Lyndon 8

office to see if he'ﬁvould"go with me. Yes, he would., Just wait a minute.
P It took 30 m inutes to dislodge him..' And then on the way out we met
James Webb who said, ';Just_ a minute Mr President. I have a memo

I want to give you.' Lyndon simply gathered him up and said, '""How

?
about going bowling with us, "' -

S0 the three of us went over to the bowding alley. " There was a call
» orﬁ-two. And then Hubert a.nd Munel Jom.ed us, and Patsy Webb and we

ended up by the six of us- havmg a’ good game: in Whl.Ch for the flrst txme

_ :m my ,entn‘e life, Ibeat 'Lyn'd'on one game. "He beat the others.

1 'called home to tell the kitchen there would be six for dinner. It

was the most dehghtful cozy time -~ sort of 11ke being neighbors in a

sma.ll town, and f1nd1ng that you wms could take the evemng off, .]'1m Webb

is one of the m ost capable, tough, high class, Government servants I have
o~

-------
.....




Besides that, he is fun and handsome. And Hubert is always a delight to
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ever met. The roster of top jobs that he has held is lengthy -~ Budget -

Director, high post in the Stéte Department, now head of NASA.
_ a . Sl -

L L

Briding him back into the Government is one of Lyndon's achievements,

I think, and my adm iration for someone who can turn his back on making a

. large amount of money to remain in Government service is very great.

el -~

have a.rbund -- full éf high spirits and humoz:_aﬁd‘good s-tories.' 1 _couldxi't

have chosen two coﬁples; I would m‘ore enjoy.to spénd an evening..wi;th. B
We went upstairs to Hubert's office, s‘omewhei'e' ;:'athef close to.

whe:ée Lyhdop"s office as Vicé Px_-esident wia.'g;"ﬁ;bﬁg};.t::ha.t l \‘;va;s a sAha.c.iév'yy.- o

thing to me and I never felt as part of it as I did all of his offices on the

- Hill,

- Then we came over for a good dinner, preceded by leisurely drinks
and laced with good conversation., And then my exercises/,whlch'l have»beven e

rather diligent -- a massage and bed by 12:00.




