
T u e sd a y , S ep tem b er 20, 1966, w as one of th o se  e x tra v a g a n tly  

fu ll d a y s . It began  a t 7:30 w ith  coffee and  d re s s in g  and  th en  J e a n  

L ou is fo r  a  sham poo  and  s e t ,  and  th en  M r s . Provensen 

to  p r a c t ic e  w ith  m e  on m y  sp e e c h e s  fo r  abou t an  h o u r and  a  h a lf .

T hen  o v er to  L y n d o n 's  o ffice fo r  a  l a s t  goodbye and  p ic tu re s  and  on 

to th e  N atio n a l A irp o r t  fo r  a s  r e m a rk a b le  a  flig h t a s  any  A m e r ic a n  

A ir lin e s  J e t  e v e r  h ad . Includ ing  som e 63 p a s s e n g e r s ,  p r e s s ,  p h o to -

' ..... . ........
g r a p h e r s ,   C y r i l  M agnin fa sh io n  m o d e ls , 40 d iffe re n t

o u tfits  fo r  th e m  to  w e a r . S e c re t  S e rv ic e , s ta f f  and m e , and  m y  

seedling f r o m  th e  W hite H ouse L aw n. A ll we la c k e d  w as

C f/'
a  b e a g le . I s a t  w ith  C y r i l  M agn in , L y ndon 's  good s u p p o r te r ,  A dele

I

S im p so n 's  b ro th e r  in  law  -- a  v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  b u s in e s s  m a n  - -  and  

h e a rd  how he h ad  expanded  h is  f a th e r 's  one s to re  in to  an  e x te n s iv e  

chain  m /  a l l  c a te r in g  to  the  b r ig h t  young w om an .

I t had  b een  g ra y  and  ra in in g  in  W ashing ton . A t 15 m in u te s  

out w e w e re  in  c le a r  b r ig h t  sk y , and  th en  th e  fa sh io n  show  b eg an , 

to g e th e r  w ith  c o c k ta ils  fo r  ev e ry b o d y , a b so lu te ly  unique of i ts  k ind  

w ith  th e  g i r l s  caxx changing  in a  sp ace  the  s iz e  of a  te lep h o n e  boo th  

and the  c l o th e s  p u re  C a lifo rn ia , ran g in g  fro m  vi n yl  s h e a th e s , mini 

s k i r t s ,  and  e a r r in g s  a s  b ig  as  go lf b a l ls ,  and p an t s u i t s  x and  m e ta l l ic
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C
gold s to c k in g s , to  a  few  w ell ta i lo re d  g ra y  s u its ,  and  a  sm a sh in g  

r e d ,  w hite  and b lue  o u tfit b y  B i l l  B l a s s  th a t  I w ould lik e  to  h av e  h a d .
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And evening  c lo th e s  - -  one c a lle d  the  Y ellow  R ose  of T e x a s .

L a te r  I r e a d  w h ere  one of th e  n e w s w rite rs  in  d e sc r ib in g  a l l  

a b o a rd  had  s a id  "And M rs .  J o h n so n 's  own im p r e s s iv e  w a r d ro b e ."

W ell, th a t ’s a n o th e r  f i r s t !

T h e re  w e re  lo ts  fo r  L ynda B ird  and  L u c i to  io fs x  lo v e , bu t 

no t fo r  m e .

We had  an  e x tra v a g a n tly  e leg an t lunch  - -  m an y  h o rs  d 'o e u v re s  

and  th en  a  s h r im p  b isq u e , s a lm o n  so u ffle , and  y o u r ch o ice  of 

f i l le t  m ig n o n  o r  lo b s te r  N ew burg , and th en  a  p in eap p le  m o u sse
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S ie r r a  ( ? )  w ith  cham pagne.  S ince i t  w as a five  and o n e -h a lf  h o u r 
■ and  '

f lig h t,  a  v e ry  long tim e  u n til any  d in n e r , I a te  s e lf - in d u lg e n tly  

and  th en  h ap p ily  s lip p ed  in s id e  a  l i t t le  c u r ta in e d  off a r e a  w h ere  about 

tw o s e a ts  had  b ee n  tu rn e d  in to  a  b ed  fo r  m e , r e a d  m y  sp e e c h  c a rd s  

and  dozed .

And som e 3000 m ile s  l a t e r ,  and a lre a d y  even ing  -  7 o ' c lo ck  

m y  tim e  - - we a r r iv e d  a t  H am ilto n  A ir  F o rc e  B a s e .  B u t i t  w as 

only fo u r o 'c lo c k  C a lifo rn ia  t im e , and ju s t  the b eg in n in g  of our

work day.  I t w as u n b e liev ab ly  b eau tifu l w e a th e r , and  

th e re  w as G o v ern o r B row n and B e r n i c e  a t  the foot of th e  p lan e  

and  a  s m a ll  c row d of som e 500 p eo p le . The G o v ern o r w elco m ed  m e  

and I  m a d e  a  few  r e m a rk s  exp la in ing  w h y  I  w as th e r e ,  d e lig h ted  to

se e  so m e of th e  p ro u d e s t  p o s s e s s io n s  of th is  s ta te ,  th e  m a g n if ic e n t 

s e a s h o re ,  y o u r g re a t  o p e ra , y o u r sc e n ic  h ighw ay, p r a i s e d  G ov. B row n
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and w hat he h a s  done fo r  b e a u tif ic a tio n , c o n se rv a tio n , in  c a llin g

h is  own s ta te  co n fe re n c e  and th e  $150 ,000 ,000  bond is s u e  fo r  
O'.

p a r k s ,  a  s ta tew id e  co m p e titio n  fo r  e x ce lle n c e  in  d e s ig n . T h e re  

a r e  so  m an y  th in g s  la b e le d  C a lifo rn ia  - -  th e  f ro n t ru n n e r  in  the 

n a tu ra l  b eau ty  m o v e m e n t - -  and  m u ch  of i t  is  th e  r e s u l t  of the  

fo re s ig h t  and le a d e rs h ip  of th is  G o v e rn o r.

And th en  we w e re  off by h e lic o p te r  to  P o in t R e y e s  w ith

...........  G o v e rn o r  B row n and B e r n i c e  by m e  exp la in ing  th e  h is to r y  of the

re g io n , and  Stu U dall ex p la in in g  how i t  cam e  to  be a Na tio n a l Se a s h o re .

Only  15 m in u te s  f ro m  San F ra n c is c o , i t  w as a  w o rld  aw ay  

in  m ood  and v is ta ,  the g re a t  ro ll in g  s u r f ,  d ra m a tic  w hite  c l i f f s ,  and 

n a r ro w  s p re a d  of b each , and in lan d  a  r u r a l  s c en e  of w aving g r a s s e s  

an d  h e re  and th e re  a  d a iry  f a rm . S ir  F ra n c is  D rake  in  h is  p u r s u i t  

of a  S p an ish  g a lle o n  is  su p p o sed  to  have lan d ed  on th is  b e a c h  to  

r e p a i r  h is  sh ip . P o in t Reyes  is  c a lle d  th e  lan d  th a t  t im e  fo rg o t.  It is a good name.
" X T  ex. '

T h e re  w as a s m a ll  c ro w d . One e n th u s ia s tic  n e w sp a p e r  

e s tim a te d  i t  a t  6 ,0 0 0 , b u t I th in k  i t  w as p ro b a b ly  c lo s e r  to  1 ,0 0 0  

w hich  a n o th e r  p a p e r  c a r r i e d .  M any schoo l c h ild re n , so m e  w hose 

badges in d ic a te d  th e y  w e re  m e m b e rs  of a  c o n se rv a tio n  g ro u p , the 

A udubon S o c ie ty , th e  S ie r r a  C lub , and  o th e rs  w hose w elcom ing  

b a n n e rs  w e re  of a  r a th e r  b iz a r r e  no te  p ro c la im in g  they  w e re  m e m b e rs  

of th e  lo c a l  un ion , c a r p e n te r s ,  p lu m b e rs , b u tc h e rs  and  so  fo r th .
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We w alked up on  an  im p ro v ise d  p la tfo rm , th e  B ro w n s, 
the

G eo rg e  H a rtz o g , U dalls and I w ith o u r b ack s  to  th e  P a c if ic  

and  o u r fa c e s  to  the  peop le  s tan d in g  in  th e  sa n d . It w as a  b r ie f  

c e re m o n y , th e  m o s t d ra m a tic  p a r t  of w hich by  a l l  odds w as the  

rh y th m ic  r o a r  of the s u r f  a s  i t  c ra sh e d  in  b eh in d  u s ,  

a cc e n tin g  e v e ry  few  s e n te n c e s .

I  r a th e r  lik e d  m y  sp e e c h . I ta lk e d  ab o u t w hat a  n a tio n a l 

s e a s h o re  could  m e a n  a s  a  p lac e  of p e a c e  in  th e  l iv e s  of o u r  p eo p le  

F o r  one of th e  dom inan t fa c ts  o f m o d e rn  tim e s  is  th a t A m e ric a n s  who 

tr a d it io n a lly  h av e  b e e n  c lo se  to  th e  la n d  now l iv e  and w o rk  

- f a r th e r  an d f a r th e r  f ro m  n a tu ra l  s u rro u n d in g s . E v e ry  p e r s o n  w an ts  

a  s e n s e  of p la c e , and  a  p la c e  w h e re  he can  be a t  r e p o s e .  F o r  m an y  

m a n y  A m e ric a n s  th a t  p lac e  of r e f r e s h m e n t  w ill be la n d  ow ned by 

a l l  th e  p e o p le , p a r k s ,  s e a s h o r e s ,  re fu g e s  of one k ind  o r  a n o th e r .

The grow ing  n eed s  of an  u rb an  A m e r ic a  a r e  qu icken ing  th e  t ic k  of 

a  c o n s e rv a tio n  c lo ck . I  used the  leg en d  of Antaeus (? )  and  so m e  q uo tes  

f r o m  T h o re a u , and  p ro b a b ly  got r a th e r  f a r  a f ie ld  fo r  m y  au d ien ce  

who w e r e  digging th e i r  to e s  in the  sa n d .

And th en  I u n v e i l e d  a  d e d ic a to ry  p l a q u e  p ro c la im in g  th is  

a s  a  Na tio n a l S e a s h o r e . T he o u tlin es  of a  p a r k  s e rv ic e  bu ild ing  w e re  

a l r e a d y  going up . T a ll t im b e rs  p a in te d  s e a g re e n  and p la n te d  in  san d  

sticking sk y w a rd . And th en  fo r  th e  b e n e fit of th e  p h o to g ra p h e rs
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s tro l le d  on th e  b each , G ov. B row n and Stu and I, and  a  g r e a t  w ave
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c am e  c ra s h in g  in  r ig h t  beh ind  u s , and we did a  b each  b a lle t  

b e fo re  i t .

I shook  hands w ith  th e  c ro w d , a l l  qu ite  happy and  gaaxedlxx 

g e n ia l - non e of th e  ugly b a n n e rs  y e t th a t I had  been le a d  to  b e liev e  

w ould a p p e a r  a t  e v e ry  C a lifo rn ia  s to p . And th en  we w e re  off in  the  

h e lic o p te r  fly ing  back  o v e r  San F ra n c is c o  and a  m a rv e lo u s  /  of th e  

G olden  G ate  B rid g e  w hich  we c ir c le d ,  and  in to  C r i s s y  F ie ld , 

b r ie f  g re e tin g s  f ro m  the  top  o ff ic e rs  a t  the  f ie ld , and  th en  in a  m o to r - 

cad e  to  th e  F a irm o n t H otel th ro u g h  f r ie n d ly  s ig n s  of w elco m e and 

a  c ro w d ed  lobby  w ith  the B row ns up to  o u r s u i te ,  w h e re  th e r e  w as 

a  m o s t  b re a th - ta k in g  v iew  of th e  h a rb o r  and  sh ip s  m oving  in  and  th a t 

b eau tifu l c ity  s p re a d  out below  u s .

T hen  th e r e  w as 30 m in u te s  of r e s t .  In ev ita b ly  i t  g e ts  sh o rte n e d  

I t began  w ith  2 h o u rs ; i t  dw ind led , A r o a s t  b ee f sandw ich  in  b ed , 

t im e  to  lo o k  a t  the  c a rd s  and the  m an y  f lo w e rs , the w in e , the  f r u i t ,  

and  th e n  in to  m y  flo w ered  b ro c a d e  sh e a th  c o v e re d  w ith  f lo a tin g  la y e r s  

o f p a le  g re e n  ch iffon  by G eo rg e  S tav r o p o u l o s , a  h a i r  d r e s s e r  in  to  

p ile  m y  h a ir  up on top  of m y  h ead  in  w hat I hoped w ould do ju s t ic e  to  

th e  e leg an t even ing  b e fo re  m e .

A l i t t l e  p a s t  8 Gov B row n and B e r n i c e  and R o g er S tevens 

and the  U d a lls  cam e  by fo r  m e .  We le f t  fo r  the  o p e ra . On the  w ay

I co u ld n 't  h e lp  h e a r in g  the  c h a t te r  o v e r  co m m u n ica tio n s  ab o u t p ic k e ts  
o u ts id e  th e  o p e ra  h o u se , and  w hen we ro lle d  up to the e n tra n c e
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th e r e  th ey  w e re  chan ting  lo u d ly . I w as aw a re  of th e ir  p r e s e n c e .  I

did n o t lo o k  th e i r  w ay. T h e re  w as an  a u r a  of m a d n e s s ,  s o r t  of m ob

s p i r i t .  L a te r  I r e a d  th a t  som e of th em  c a r r ie d  b ab ies  and som e

c a r r i e d  g u i ta r s ,  and m o s t of th em  c a r r ie d  s ig n s  th a t s a id  "L ady

B ird , b r in g  our tro o p s  hom e n o w ," o r  "L ady  B ird , b e a u tify  V ie tn am "

They w e re  th e re  fo r  th e  te le v is io n  c a m e ra s ,  and  th e y  got som e of

th e m , but a s  l i t t le  a s  we could  m a n a g e .

I w alked  in  w ith  w h a te v e r  d ign ity  and d eco ru m  I could  m an ag e

sm ilin g  and  speak in g  to  r ig h t and  le f t ,  and  d ec lin in g  to  be h u r r ie d

to th e  e x te n t th a t  I  could  d ire c t  the  s itu a tio n .  th e n  we w ere  ia -

s id e  and  g r e e te d  / o u r  h o s te s s ,  M rs .  R o b e r t W att M il le r ,  and  a  l i t t le

l a t e r  b y  h e r  husb an d , ta l l ,  g ra y in g , g a lla n t M r. M ille r  who is  .

P r e s id e n t  of the  Op e r a  As so c ia tio n  and  h a s  been  fo r  29 y e a r s .  The

B row ns s a t  in  the  box  w ith u s , and  R o g er S tev en s, m y  e sc o r t, and  

o u r co-hosts w ere  th e  d ire c to r  o f th e  o p e ra  and  M rs .  C u r t   

A d le r ,  and  a  couple of lo n g -tim e  W ash ing ton ian s , th e  Jo h n  M cC ones, 

w e re  th e r e .  He w as fo rm e r  head  of CIA . And the C h a r le s  DeYoung 

T h ie r io ts , the p u b lish e r  of th e  San F ra n c is c o  C h ro n ic le , who 

had  b een  a t  The W hite H ouse fo r  the  T c h a i k o v s k y  A w ard  w in n e rs  

p a r ty .  G ov. B row n to ld  m e  on the  w ay th a t  th e  M cCon e s  had  a lre a d y  

co m e  out fo r  R eagan , and the  M ille r s  w e re , he  b e liev e d , long tim e

R epub licans . T h a t in  no w ay a ffe c te d  the  w a rm th  o r  p le a s u re  o f the
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even ing  and the  M ille r s  I found e s p e c ia lly  d e lig h tfu l. It w as very- 

d if fe re n t f ro m  the New Y ork  open ing . Com p a r is o n s  I d is lik e , but 

th is  one w as in e v ita b le . The o p e ra  house  w as o ld -fa sh io n ed  and 

e le g a n t, s m a l le r  th an  th e  M e tro p o lita n  - a lm o s t cozy  - -  and th e re  

w e re  g r e a t  bouquets of f lo w ers  on th e  ra i l in g s  of the boxes and  grand tier and  

b a lco n y , and  th e  o p e ra  i t s e l f  w as p u re  m e lo d y, B e ll in i 's  " P u r i ta n i" . 

I  n e v e r  h e a rd  of i t  - -  i t  w as r a th e r  l ik e  V e rd i - -  a r ia  a f te r  a r ia ,  

l iq u id , lo v e ly , f lu id  m e lo d y , we could  p r a c t ic a l ly  ig n o re  the m o s t 

u n p ro m is in g  s to r y .  I t w as ab o u t P u r ita n s  and  C ro m w ell and  th e ir  

co n flic t w ith  King C h a r le s  of E n g lan d . I h av e  n e v e r  thought

P u r i ta n s  w e re  f la sh y  enough to  be  the  su b je c t of an o p e ra .  And Jo a n  

S o u th e rlan d  w hose vo ice  w as so  b eau tifu l - -  she  is  c a lle d  th e  w o r ld 's  

g r e a te s t  c o lo ra tu ra  S5X s o p r a n o  - -  ex q u is ite  i n s t r u m e n t .  It w as 

G ran d  O p e ra  in  th e  g ran d  t ra d it io n s  and I lo v ed  e v e ry  m in u te  of i t .

T he au d ien ce  I though t cam e to  h e a r  th e  m u s ic  r a th e r  than  

to lo o k  a t  e ac h  o th e r ,  a lthough  th e re  w e re  p len ty  of p ile d  up h a i r - d o s  

tw o and  th r e e  h a i r  p ie c e s ,  I ex p ec t, w ith  h a i r - d r e s s e r s  ru sh in g  a ro u n d  

m a d ly  a l l  day  lo n g . One s a id  he had  done h is  f i r s t  m a k e -u p  a t  9:30 

th a t  m o rn in g .

S om ew h ere  d u rin g  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  J e r r y  w as  b en d in g

o v e r  m y  sh o u ld e r  say in g  in  v e ry  im p e rio u s  v o ic e , "W ill you p le a se

com e w ith  m e  r ig h t  aw ay --  you  and G o v ern o r and M rs .  B ro w n ,"

I looked  a t  h im  q u ick ly , le a n e d  o v e r  and sa id  to  m y  h o s te s s ,  " M rs .

M il le r  w ill you  p le a s e  ex cu se  us fo r a  few  m in u te s? "   and murmured to Mrs. 
B row n a sk in g  h e r  to  com e w ith  m e  and b rin g  th e  G o v e rn o r. A nd th e
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th r e e  of us  w alk ed  ou t, s t r o l le d  c a lm ly  th ro u g h  th e  lobby , and
in

ivisfii to  a  n e ig h b o rin g  box w hich tu rn e d  out to be the  g ra n d so n

of o u r  h o s t .  It w as th e  box w h ere  T y le r  A b ell w as a  g u e s t.  It

w as a l l  v e ry  q u ie t. We s ta y e d  fo r  abou t 20 m in u te s , and th en

re tu rn e d  to  the  M il le r s  box. L a te r  I  saw  a  s im p le  n o tic e  in  th e

p a p e r  th a t  we h ad  p a id  a  v is i t  to  a n o th e r  box d a rin g  th e  seco n d  a c t .

So, I g u ess  we won on th is  one. A t le a s t  we w e re n 't  c o n sp ic io u s .

M aybe th ey  though t th a t  a  gam e of m u s ic a l  c h a ir s  is  ju s t  a  p a r t  of

w hat they  a r e  su p p o sed  to  do.

L a te r  on b ack  a t  the h o te l J e r r y  to ld  m e  he had  g o tten  the

m e s s a g e  fro m  th e  F B I th a t a  bom b had  been  p lan ted  and  w as su p p o sed

to  go off in  o u r  p o r tio n  of the  O p e ra  H ouse a t 9 :30 .  He had  about

10 m in u te s  to  d ecide  w hat to  do w ith  us - -  to  ta k e  us b ack  o u td o o rs

w ould only c r e a te  con fusion  and a la r m . He qu ick ly  lo c a te d  T y le r ' s

b o x  and took  us o v e r th e re  to  the  o th e r  s id e  of th e  b u ild in g . He f e l t

s u r e ,  h e  s a id  th a t  th e  c a ll  had  sonac com e fro m  som e of th e  p ic k e ts

o u ts id e  who had  hoped th a t  we w ould e m e rg e  in  f e a r  and  h a s te  and

h av e  so m e w ild p ic tu re  tak en .

I en joyed  s itt in g  by M rs .  M il le r .  She d e s c r ib e d  h e r  y e a r s

of w o rk in g  w ith  th e  o p e ra . T he w hole au d ien ce  see m ed  to  re g a rd  i t

a s  t h e i r  o p e ra .  I  lo v ed  the  fee lin g  of the even ing . D uring  the  seco n d

in te rm is s io n ,  th e  M il le r s  gave a  sm a ll cham pagne p a r ty  and we shook  

han d s w ith qu ite  a  few  g u e s ts ,  and  a t  one tim e  we w ent o u ts id e  fo r
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 ̂ ' p ic tu r e s .  Then w hen it  w as o v er c lo se  to  tw elve  o 'c lo c k , we w ent

b ack  s ta g e . The g en tlem an  e s c o r tin g  m e  m u rm u re d , "T h is  is  y o u r 

debu t a t  the o p e ra ,"  and th e r e  i t  w as - -  a l l  ro p e s  and  s c e n e ry  and 

lig h ts  and  one had  to  p ick  o n e 's  w ay a c ro s s  o b s ta c le s . We m e t  som e 

of th e  c a s t  - -  th e  S pan ish  te n o r  A lfred o  K rau s  (? )  who had  p lay ed  

J o a n  S o u th e rla n d 's  lo v e r ,  n o t too  s tro n g  I th o u g h t, the  r e a l ly  g re a t  

v il l ia n  n am ed  M olansky(?), and  h e r  fa th e r  who h ad  been  p e rh a p s  the 

b e s t  of a l l ,  and th en  Jo an  S o u th e rlan d  ex h au sted  a f te r  h e r  m ad  sc e n e s>

and  h e r  m a g n ific e n t, v e ry  dem and ing  p e r fo rm a n c e . I had  a lr e a d y  

sen t f lo w e rs  and  n o te s  to  th e  fo u r  lead in g  p e o p le . I f ra m e d  m y  d e - 

Q l ig h t in  the  b e s t w o rd s  I co u ld . They gav e  m e a  s c r o l l  fo r  the  P r e s i -

den t com m ending  h im  fo r  h is  su p p o rt of th e  a r t s  and th en  I w en t out 

w ith  R oger S tevens and  the  U dalls  and  M rs .  B ro w n . T he G o v ern o r 

h ad  a l r e a d y  le f t ,  th e  p o o r m a n , to  fly  to  a  B a r  C onven tion  to  d e liv e r  

a  sp e e c h  a t dawn th e  n ex t m o rn in g .

T hen  we w e re  b a c k  a t  o u r su ite s  a  l i t t le  p a s t  tw e lv e , only i t  

w as abou t 3 o 'c lo c k  W ashington  t im e , ex c ited , e x h i la r a te d , w e a ry . 

B ut th e r e  w as n o t a  m in u te  of th e  day I w ould have done w ithou t!

m  \
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