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F r id a y , S ep tem b er 2 3 rd  began  a  l i t t le  a f te r  s ix  in T o n y 's  

ho u se  in  S an ta  F e  i  ̂ acostk ca r r i e d  aw ay w ith  the fee lin g  of lugftTD br ig h t  

and  b e a u tifu l th e  g a rd en  w as and  how m u ch  we w ould love to  s h a re  i t ,  

l a te  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  Tony had  a sk e d  a ll  th e  n e w sp a p e r  w om en to  com e 

o u t and  have coffee and sw eet r o lls  tibex a t  sev en  th e  n ex t m o rn in g , x  

I t w as ten  o 'c lo c k  bu t Tony s a id  "N ev er f e a r ,  Palo (Leopoldo) h e re  is  a

can  do m a n , •'■ a s  th e  P re s id e n t  w ould sa y . A n d  P a lo  g rin n ed  

and som ehow  a b a k e ry  opened and the  d e lic io u s  r o l l s  and  ho t co ffee  

w e re  w aiting  fo r  us in  the g a rd e n  a t  seven  o 'c lo c k  a s  m o s t  o f m y  

w e a ry  fe llow  t r a v e l e r s s tra g g le d  in .

The g a rd e n  w as en ch an tin g . The f i r s t  th ing  th a t  s t r u c k  you 

. w as fo u r e n o rm o u s  b r i l l ia nt r e d  s tr in g s  of c h ili p e p p e rs  ab o u t fo u r fe e t  

long  hang ing  on th e  co lum ns of the  p o r ta l .  The tu b e ro u s  begon ias  

w e re  b r ig h t  r e d s  and p in k s  and ye llow s in  th e i r  M ex ican  p o ts ,  and 

th e re  w as a  g r e a t  o lla  fu ll of chamisa  , th e  w ild  golden  sh ru b

th a t  b lo o m s th is  tim e  of y e a r .  M a r ig o ld s  and z in n ia s  w ere  a  r io t  of 

c o lo r ,  and  th e r e  w as a  t in y  b it  of p e p p e r  p la n t th a t g re w  f ro m  se e d s  

Tony sa id  he had  p ick ed  in the G ard en  of G e th se m a n e . The g u e s ts  

w e re  d e lig h ted  w ith  the  p o r ta l  and  the  l i t t le  c o rn e r  f i r e p la c e ,  and  

th e  o r an g erie w hich  is  re a l ly  a  s m a ll  g reen h o u se  w ith  a  s it t in g  room  

a tta c h e d , ^ ja d '^ e y  saw  a  few  of h is  th ings f ro m  the B r ic k  H ouse - -  

th e  ta b le  m a d e  fro m  an  old w alnu t t r e e  th a t  g rew  on the  p la ce  and
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som e of M o th e r 's  old s i l v e r --{ ^ u t o u r unflagging  s e rg e a n t  L iz

h ad  us in  the  c a r s  a  l i t t le  b e fo re  8 - m e r id in g  w ith  the  U d a lls  - -

h ead ed  fo r  San Ildefonso rlc^e^n<L^ Ind ian  P u e b lo ,  Stu b rie fin g  m e

along th e  w ay . It is  a  s m a ll  v illag e  of adobe h o u ses  g row ing^  and

th a t  r e a l ly  is  the  w ord,  a ro u n d  a  dusty  p la z a  w ith  one huge co tto n

wood t r e e  in  i t ,  w h e re  abou t 300 Ind ians l iv e .  T h e ir  l e a d e r ,  w hose

t i t le  w as G o v e rn o r, w as G ilb e r t  (? ) A t e n s i o   a  f i n e  looking

m a n  who w as on hand  to  m e e t m e  and to  in tro d u ce  G o v e rn o rs  f ro m  
. ' ■ ■ ■ ■ o '  

o th e r  su rro u n d in g  p u eb lo s a long  the R io  G ra n d e .

San Ildefonso I h e a rd , d a te s  fro m  th e  14th c e n tu ry  
__ D ‘o o ■ ; . ; I

and  only  10 m ile s  aw ay is  L o s A lam os . W hat a  sp an  of h is to ry ,'

We w en t in to  one ho m e w h ere  l i t t le  H ead S ta r t  c h ild re n  w ere  be ing

fed  th e i r  m e a l ,  b r ig h t eyed , so le m n , quite  s i l e n t .  We saw  a  dance

b y  the w om en in  costum es w ith  w hich th e y  w elcom ed  th e  S p rin g . Then

in to  a n o th e r  hom e to  m e e t the  fa m ily  and s e e  how th e y  l iv e d . I t  w as,

I  w as to ld , 150 y e a r s  o ld , b u t th e  w indow s had  been ad d ed . A nd so  •

h ad  ra d io s  and  TVs and o |.v e r-s tu ffe d  fu rn i tu r e .  On th e  w a lls  th e r e

w as a  p ic tu re  o f a  s o ld ie r  in  u n ifo rm  and ainother of C h r is t .

Rom an  C a th o lic ism  and the re lig io n  of th e ir  a n c e s to r s ,

e x p re s s e d  I  g a th e re d  m o s tly  in  d a n c e s , liv ed  qu ite  co n ten ted ly  s id e

by s id e .

And th en  the  m o s t  in te re s t in g  e x p e rie n c e  of a l l .  We w en t in to
Oi, . ' . ^

th e  h o m e, s tu d io , w o rk sh o p  of M a ria M ontez , and P a p o v a  D a  
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A .
M any of the  r e s id e n ts  of S a n  I l d e f o n s o  a r e  p o tte ry  m a k e r s

b u t M a r ia  M ontez is  an a r t i s t  of renow n and  h e r  ta le n t has p a s s e d  on to  h e r  

son  Papova D a  They had  g re a t  d ign ity  and p r e s e n c e .  T hey

show ed m e  w hat the d esig n s  m e a n t on th e i r  p o tte ry  - -  the  f e a th e r  of.

. the  e a g le , th e  c lo u d s , th e  m o u n ta in s . She had  re v iv e d  an

a n c ie n t p ro c e s s  of th e ir  peop le  in m ak ing  b lack -o n -b lack  p o tte ry , 

and  h as  won in te rn a tio n a l pccKx p r iz e s  in  c e r am i c  sh o w s.

A s I w alked  th ro u g h  th e  v illag e  c h ild re n  c lu s te r e d  a ro u n d  

m e  e v e ry  s te p  w anting  a u to g ra p h s , tak in g  pajsc p ic tu r e s ,  giving m e  

f lo w e rs , v e ry  m u ch indeed  lik e  c h ild re n  an y w h ere . T he de lig h tfu l 

th ing  w as th a t  L ee  U dall knew  th e  f i r s t  n am e of p e r s o n  a f te r  p e rso n , 

the type o f p o tte ry  he o r  she  m a d e , w as alw ays a sk in g  q u e s tio n s  about 

som eone who had  gone off to  c o lle g e . She r e a l ly  c a r e s  and she know s.

And th en , a f te r  a  l i t t le  o v e r  an  hour's s ta y , we w e re  b a ck  in  

th e  c a r s .  T h is  tim e  I ro d e  w ith Tony, and  h eaded  up in to  th e  S angre  

de C r is to  M ountains to  see  th e  golden  a s p e n s . T h is  is  r e a l ly  w hat I  

had  y e a rn e d  to  com e to  S an ta  F e  fo r ,  and  i t  had  b een  a  s tru g g le  to  k eep  

i t  in  the  s c h e d u le . As we wound up in to  th e  m o u n ta in s , we could  see  

g r e a t  s lo p es  of gold in  m a g n ific e n t c o n tra s t  to  the g re e n  of the Ponde r o s a  

p in es  and the D ouglas f i r ,  and f in a lly  when we got in to  a  g re a t  g ro v e  

of 95XX a sp e n s  i t  w as m a g ic  to  lo o k  am ong th e i r  w hite tru n k s  an d  up 

th ro u g h  the gold le a v e s  to  the  blue sky , W hen the t in ie s t  b re e z e  blow s
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th e i r  le a v e s  s h iv e r  lik e  f a i ry  c a s ta n e ts .  We e n te re d  a  n a tio n a l

...f o r e s t ,  and th e  F o r e s t e r ,  M r .  L a tim o re , ro d e  w ith  u s  and to ld

us ab o u t i t .  The logging  o p e ra tio n s , le a s e s  to  c a ttle m e n  fo r  g ra z in g , 

th e  w o rk  of f o r e s t e r s  to  keep  down f i r e s ,  and th e ir  c h ec k  th ro u g h  

th e  am o u n t of snow s and w a te rs  in  the l i t t l e  s tr e a m s  to  e s tim a te  

how m u ch  w a te r  w ould be going down to  the big r iv e r s .

F in a lly  a t  the ap p o in ted  p lace  we s to p p ed , and  it  w as a lre a d y  

o ccu p ied  by so m e la d ie s  in a  s ta tio n  w agon w ith e a s e ls  and p a l e t t e s  

and  p a in t b ru sh e s  who w ere  w andering  off am ong the a sp e n s  looking  

fo r  ju s t  the  r ig h t p lac e  to  s e t  th em  up, and  who, of c o u rs e ,  w e re  

s ta r t le d  to  se e  th is  c a ra v an . o£x a p p ro a c h . We fo llow ed a  l i t t le  

m o u n ta in  s tr e a m  up t r a i l  fo r  s e v e ra l  b lo ck s  - -  Tony and I fo r  the 

b enefit, o f the  c a m e ra m e n  who w e re  c lick in g  aw ay . We had  re a c h e d  

a  h e ig h t of abou t 10 ,000  fe e t by  th en . As we a sce n d e d  we s to p p ed  

a jia if f  a g a in s t  the  ro c k .  T h e re  w as a  m a g n ific e n t p a n o ra m ic  v iew  of 

m o u n ta in s  beh ind  u s  - -  g r e a t  s p re a d s  of gold  am ong th e  g re e n . T h re e  

t im e s  we found a r t i s t s  p a in tin g  a long  the ro a d .

And th en  a s  we m ad e  o u r w ay b a c k  in to  S an ta  F e  we h ad  a  .

s id e  w ere  huge b u sh es  of c h a m i s a   i ts  so ft gold

b o n u s  th a t  I en joyed  qu ite  a s  m u ch  a s  the a s p e n s .  A ll a long  th e  ro a d -
>erfect

its  so ft gold  a.̂

foil  f o r  th e  b r i l l ia n t  p u rp le  a s t e r  . /  th a t  v e ry  often  g rew  in  c lu m p s c lo se  by. 

I  m ad e  a  no te  to  w r ite  the h ead  of the  highw ay d e p a rtm e n t in  New
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M exico  to  te l l  h im  w hat a  m a rv e lo u s  co m b in a tio n , and  how m u ch  

th is  w ould add  to  .the p le a s u re  of the to u r is ts  d r iv in g  th ro u g h  New 

M ex ico , and  I hoped th ey  w ould p la n t a  lo t m o r e . And I a sk ed  

Tony if  he cou ld  p o s s ib ly  g e t m e som e se e d s  - -  p a r t ic u la r ly  the  

 a s t e r s .

We w e re  a t  the  p lan e  by 12:30. It had  been a  fu ll and 

d e lig h tfu l m o rn in g , and  I a lw ay s  en joy  m y  tim e s  w ith T ony, an d  a s  

we s a id  goodbye M atian n a took  off h e r  sw e a te r  - -  a  b r i l l ia n t  p in k  

■wh ich  I h ad  a d m ire d  - -  and gave it  to  m e . We lunched  on b o a rd  the 

V p la n e . h e re  is  a lw ays th a t exhi l a r a te d  ̂ feeling  as  you w ind up one
f  ■' ’ ■ ■__
V.. ...
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of th e se  t r i p s .  You a r e  bone t i r e d ,  but i t  has been a  g re a t  t r ip  ̂ y o u ,  

t r y  to  g ive n o te s  to  a  s e c r e ta r y  abou t how to  w rite  the th an k -y o u s; 

you have a  couple of in te rv ie w s  w ith  n ew sp ap e r w om en who wan t  

you to  sum  up y o u r fe e lin g s , o r  to  know m o re  abou t som e fa c e t  o f the 

t r ip ;  you th an k  the p eo p le  who advanced  it  and th e  peop le  who have b een  

w ith you; and th en  th is  t im e  b e c a u se  I w as g e ttin g  off in  A u stin  I  got 

on th e  loud  s p e a k e r  and  s a id  goodbye to  a l l  of m y  fe llow  t r a v e le r s  

w ith  th e  h ope  th a t th e y  had  had  a s  good a  tim e  a s  I  h ad .

We lo s t  an  h o u r so  i t  w as n e a r ly  th re e  when we a r r iv e d  a t 

A u s tin , and  L iz  and Bob K nudsen  and  T om m y A tkins and  I got on th e  

K in g -A ir  fo r  th e  UBsdx ra n c h , h e a r in g  the w ord  a s  we did th a t  Lyndon 

had  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  ra n c h  w ith  th e  K rim s  and the  W alt R ostow s ju s t  a  

few  m in u te s  b e fo re . . F o r tu n a te ly  I had  g iven  B e ss  o v e r  th e  phone e a r ly
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. th a t  m o rn in g  a  l i s t  of housing  a r ra n g e m e n ts  - -  the fo u r  N ugents in 

the  L e w is  h o u se , K r im s  in  th e  Gay R oom , the R ostow s and the  K in tn e rs  

in  th e  C e d a r  H o u se . L iz  and  B e ss  and L ynda w ith  u s . So m an y  

s tr in g s  to  p u ll to g e th e r .

I a r r iv e d  a t  th e  L B J R anch  ju s t  8  m in u te s  b e fo re  m y  g u es ts  

w e re  d u e  in. a  long  s le e v ed  w oolen d re s s  and 90 d e g re e  te m p e r a tu re .

‘ An d h e r e  I  m a d e  a  m is ta k e .  I  w ent to  the  c lo s e t  and  p u lled  ou t a  

s im p le  s u m me r  co tton , s le e v e le s s ,  co o l, and  g ra te fu lly  r̂  got in to  

i t  and  w as ou t in  th e  f ro n t y a rd  only a  m in u te  behind  m y  3:30 g u e s ts  - -

so m e  250 w o m en  who had  b een  h o s te s s e s  a t  the Jo h n so n  C ity  h o u se__ _

L y n d o n 's  boyhood h o m e ^ d  h is  b ir th p la c e  h e re  in  S tonew all fo r  the
 ̂ ^  : A

b r ie f  m o n th  th a t i t  w as open th is  s u m m e r .  And a l l  th e  g u es ts  w e re  

in  w hite  g loves and  h igh  h e e ls  and new  fa l l  o u tfits ! T he p a r ty  w as 

s h e e r  p an d em o n iu m . It took  p la c e  in  the f ro n t y a rd  w ith  two ta b le s  

o f d e lic io u s  re f r e s h m e n ts  th a t  I w atched g re e d ily . B e s s  had  se e n  

to  p re p a r in g  th e m . F lo w e rs  w ere  e v e ry w h e re  a r ra n g e d  by B ess ,  

and  I  s tood  on th e  s te p s  and  g re e te d  each  g u e s t a s  J e s s ie H un ter 

in tro d u c e d  th e m , and then  th e re  w as a ^  pic tu re  w hich m a d e  i t  a  l i t t le  

s t i f f ,  b u t i t  w ill be a  n ice  m e m e n to . S o m etim es th e r e  w as a  hug o r  a  

k i s s  ̂ from  N ita  o r  M a r i a lle n  o r p r e t ty  l i t t l e  C h r is ty  P o s e y , o r  an  

e x tr a  w a rm  g re e tin g  , and  th en  Lyndon cam e  in ; I  had  seen  h im  only 

one m o m e n t when I f i r s t  a r r iv e d  a s  he ro d e  off h u n g r ily  to  h av e  h is  

f i r s t  H lo o k  a t  the f ie ld s. I  th an k ed  th e  la d ie s  fo r  th e i r  h o u rs  of
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240
in te r e s t  and  devotion  tl^b-t had  m ad e  it  p o s s ib le  fo r  so m e 14, 

p eo p le  f ro m  e v e ry  s ta te  in  the U nion and 30 fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  to  see  

th e  l i t t le  house  up the  ro a d  w h ere  Lyndon w as b o rn  d u rin g  the

m o n th  th a t i t  w as open th is  s u m m e r . B e tty  W ein h e im er sa id  sh e  had

H"sweated out Idaho", she had 49 s ta te s  u p  to  the l a s t

day , and  th en  fin a lly  on th a t  v e ry  l a s t  day h e re  cam e so m eb o d y  f ro m  

_ Idaho!  And I  thanked  a l l  t h e  B lanco  C oun ty  w om en w hose fa ith fu l 

s te w a rd s h ip  jaoix  had  m ad e  p o s s ib le  a  t r ip  th ro u g h  L y n d o n 's  boyhood 

h o m e fo r  m o re  th an  8 0 ,0 0 0  peop le  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  th is  c o u n try  

and m o re  th a n  70 fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  du rin g  the  m o n th  th a t  h o u se  h ad  

b e e n  open.

T h e re  w as an  in te r ru p tio n  e v e ry  tw o o r  th re e  m in u te s  - -  

a  m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  and happy  one, f i r s t  w hen Lyndon cam e  in: and  

I  in tro d u c e d  h im , and in a  v e ry  w a rm  eind in tim a te  w ay he ta lk e d  to  

th e m , and  tiien  in  bounced  L u c i in  b r ig h t c o lo re d  s h if t  look ing  ab o u t 

14 w ith  P a t  and  I in tro d u c e d  th e m  and  she  s a id  a  few  w o rd ^an d  th en  

b eg an  to  m ix  in the  cro w d , and th en  in  cam e J e r r y  and  h is  w ife P h y llis  

and  I  to ld  ev e ry b o d y  how  happy  we w ere  th a t  he w as ju s t  b a c k  f ro m  

V ie tn am  safe  th re e  days b e fo re  and  w as h e re  spend ing  the w eekend  w ith  

u s . And th en  I even  in tro d u ce d  Kim

V.
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■ j i t ' ..
Jo h n  C onnally  had  com e in  w ith  Lyndon  ̂ /h ad  flow n down 

w ith  h im  f ro m  W ash ing ton . I  in tro d u c e d  h im . I  am  jji in c re a s in g ly

p ro u d  o f h im . He is  so han d so m e and so  a b le . He beaxx b eg an  on
:• ‘ ' ■ ■ 

th e  w a rm  n o te  of I know  you do th is  b e c a u se  you a r e  p ro u d  of y o u r

n e ig h b o r , you f r ie n d , the  m an  th a t  you poxx o r  y o u r m o th e rs  and

fa th e rs  g rew  up w ith , and  you a r e  p ro u d  of y o u r p a r t  o f th e  c o u n try
■ it

and  you w an t to  show  i t  to  p eo p le  fro m  a ll  o v e r  th is  la n d , and  th en  

h e  le a d  in to  a  d isc u s s io n  of to u r is m  in c re a s in g  in  T e x a s , w hat i t  

m e a n t  in  the eco nom y.

I  th in k  the la d ie s  m u s t  have been  v e ry  p le a s e d . The only 

th in g  is  how can  I e v e r  top  i t ?

F in a lly  I  handed  out th e  aw ard s  to  th o se  who h ad  c o n tr ib u te d  

th e  m o s t  h o u rs  ̂ lea d by M r s . L e n a  Jo h n so n  w ith 288 h o u r s . J e s s ie  

H u n te r and  B e tty  W ein h e im er m ad e  l i t t l e  ta lk s  ab o u t in te re s t in g  

v ig n e tte s  in  th e i r  e x p e r ie n c e  of be in g  a  h o s te s s ,  and  th e y  w ere  v e ry  good . 

I  hav e  know n J e s s ie ’s c a p a c ity  fo r  g row th  fo r  som e t im e ,  and B e tty  

w as p o lish e d , in te re s t in g ,  th o ro u g h ly  d e lig h tfu l. Then I s a id  to  e v e ry -

g e t an o th e r  h e lp in g  of re f r e s h m e n ts  and follow  m e  ou t to  th e  h a n g a r 

and  l e t 's  s ee  th e  p re v ie w  of the m o v ie  of P a t 's  and L u c i 's  w edding .

T h a t i s ,  if  you d o n 't have to  go hom e to  cook  su p p e r  o r  tak e  the 

'■ " c h ild re n  to  th e  fo o tb a ll g a m e . M o st of u s  tro o p e d  out and  s a t  fo r  a  fu ll

h a s s a x  h o u r .  L a te r  I thought th is  is  no te a ; i t  is  a  fu ll a f te rn o o n . I



MEMORANDUM

( ■ )

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N

S e p tem b e r 23, 1966 - -  page 9

I c h e e re d  fo r  T om m y A tk in s , B e ss  and L iz  and  S im one, and 

ev ery b o d y , and  e s p e c ia lly  L u c i and  P a t .

It w as good; a  b i t  lo n g , though . It w as sundow n w hen we 

f in ish e d , an d  the g u es ts  le f t  a ro u n d  se v e n , and  L iz  and  B ess  jŝ ' 

and  I p ile d  in to  a  c a r  and  h ead ed  out - -  ju s t  anyw here  to w ard  the 

fad ing  su n . In th e  Danz p r o p e r ty  we m e t Lyndon d riv in g  w ith the  

top down, and  I m o v ed  o v e r  b e s id e  h im  w ith  th a t  d e lic io u s  fee lin g  

of release, of w o rk  done, of days of r e s t  ah e ad . And a  m o re  con -

C

g e n ia l  w eekend  i t  w ould be h a rd  to  im a g in e . It w as a f te r  n ine when 

we s a t  down to  the  d in n e r ta b le  w ith  the  K rim s  and  th e  M o ursunds 

and  the  R ostow s and W ea z e w hom  we had  a sk e d  to  s ta y , Jak e  and 

M a rie  and V ick i and  S im on, and  M ary  S la te r  and  B ess  and L iz .

I  cau g h t up on the  new s of L yndon , It had  b een  a  b u sy  4  days fo r  h im  

to o . He had  appo in ted  K atzen b ach  to  the  n u m b e r 2 sp o t in S tate 

v a c a te d  by  G eo rg e  B a ll and  E ugene R ostow  fo r  the  fc n u m b e r  th re  

sp o t, F o y  K o h l e r  the f o u r th .  He had  gone out to  d in n e r  each

n ig h t, once to  M a ry  E llen  and  M ike M on ro n e y s , w ith  F lo r e n c e  M ahoney 

and  G eo rg e  Wood, How I w ould have lo v ed  th a t  ev en in g . He had  

ro u n d ed  ou t 1037 days a s  P re s id e n t  - -  th e  len g th  of tim e  th a t P r e s id e n t  

K ennedy s e rv e d . T hey  have p u t fu rro w s  in  h is  b ro w  and  w e a r in e s s  in 

h is  hearts, b u t a l l  in  a ll  i t  h a s  b een  a  g re a t  th o u sand d a y s .
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And the  only tro u b le  w ith  th is  t r ip  w as th a t  th e r e  w as n o t 

enough p a r t ic ip a t ion  . I  lik e  to  row  and sw im  and w alk , and  w on-

d e r fu l  a s  th is   w as , i t  w as a l l  r id in g  and looking  and  le a rn in g . 

B e s s  and L iz  and  a l l  who w o rk ed  on i t  a r e  c e r ta in ly  due p la u d its .  

A nd L u c i and  P a t  look  a s  though th ey  had  in v en ted  h a p p in e s s .


