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A day when I get to bed at 3:00 in the m orning is  in part a lo st  

day for m e. Lyndon did in fact m anage to s leep  until after 8:30 - -  very  

good for h im . And I stum bled into m y room , but could  not go back to 

s le e p . I s im p ly  find m y se lf  needing m ore s leep , m ore r e s t , than I have 

in  y e a rs  p ast. I am resen tfu l, but cannot change it .

I w orked in  d esu ltory  fash ion  at m y desk, talked with P a tsy  about 

plans for h er future. She can w ork, but in a lim ited  fash ion , not a fter  

5:00, not e a s ily  on Saturdays.

B ack on m y  d iet, I had no break fast - -  a scram b led  egg , half p iece  

of to a st and a lit t le  bacon and Sanka for lunch. Then I la y  down to try  to 

take a nap. Lyndon cam e over at 3:20 for his lunch. He looked w eary .

I sa t w ith him , search ing for som ething ch eerfu l to talk about until I le f t  

for Jean Louis and a com plete re -d o  after m y busy w eek  of sa lt  spray and 

riding in open ca rs  and 16-hour working days a lw ays on public v iew . And 

la s t ,  a long sw im  in the lake on Sunday.

I took w ith m e the Germ an background to read  and le ft  in stru ction s  

with P a tsy  to m eet and put in  their room s our house gu ests - -  Jay T aylor, 

the Tom F r o sts , and the Max B rook s, though I had chatted w ith them ju st  

b efore I le ft.

B ack at the White H ouse I greeted  the other house g u ests  over the 

telephone and d re sse d  w hile B e s s  b riefed  m e on the seating  arran gem en ts, 

Lynda and I m et fu lly  d ressed  - -  she in  her lo v e ly  golden beaded d r e ss  and 

m e in m y gold brocade that w as a gift fro m  Ayub Khan.
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T here is  alw ays that tense m om ent before a State Dinner when

Lyndon h as not yet com e over to d r e ss  and the c lo ck  ticks on t il  about

15 m inutes of 8:00. And suddenly he co m es. In 5 m inutes he is  ready.

And then he is  saying, " B ess, I thought you told m e the P r im e M in ister" ,

or the king or w hatever it  i s  "was supposed to be h ere at 10 m inutes of 8?"

T his tim e we w ere down at the North P o rtico  to greet the C hancellor

and M rs. Erhard under a gray and drizzlin g  sky at just 1 m inute past 8.

This is  the C h an cellor's third v i s i t . , But it is  the f ir s t  tim e that he has
a s o

brought h is  w ife . She w as a ta ll, s ta te ly  woman, as  Germ an /  Brunh ilda,  

spoke litt le  E nglish , w as v ery  p leasan t. I kept on hearing the word,

"w underbar"  dropped*.

We went u p sta irs  with rather a large grou p . Her daughter and 

so n -in -la w , the K lotzes, the R usks, the G oldbergs, the M cN am aras. And 

of cou rse the M cG hees and the Sym ingtons and A m bassador Knappstein  

w ithout h is  w ife - -  she is  back in Germ any, And sev er a l o f  those we had 

known from  p ast v is i t s ,  but this tim e with their w iv es  - -  D r. and M rs. 

G erhard Schroeder, the M in ister of Foreign  A ffa irs; Dr. Ludger W estr ick; 

and the M in ister of D efense,  Mr. von H a sse l and h is w ife.

I w as delighted  to s e e  C ec ile  McGhee and she w as a l l  l ife  and . 

laughter - -  v e ry  m uch at hom e in this w orld. She had been having a 

m arvelou s tim e at " F arm er's Delight" with children  an d grandchildren.
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A lw ays before a State D inner, I com e into the Y ellow  Room ahead  

of tim e and look at the g ifts . This tim e I had not done so . Hom ework  

alw ays pays. One should b r ie f  on ese lf, learn  /  much as p o ss ib le .

Our g ifts to the v is ito r  are alw ays d isp layed  on the desk; th eirs  

on a table c lo se  to the fir ep la c e . I w alked up to the usual spot and there  

w as the u su al photograph - -  a tray engraved with a Seal, a Navajo rug, 

a book of p ictu res ca lled  "This A m erica" (the text has ex cerp ts  from
i ^ p z u d ^ )  ........

Lyndon's sp eech es), and then on the le ft ,-^two ite m s I couldn't p lace. A 

tiny M inox cam era  handsom ely co v ered  in leather and two porcela in  

p eacock s. I stum bled - -  for once I w as glad of the language b a rr ie r .

I looked at the other table. T here w as nothing on it . Som ewhat belated ly  

I r e a liz e d  they w ere  their p resen ts  to u s ! And I went into high gear on 

how delighted  I would be to have these porcela in  peacocks join the other 

handsom e b ird s that the C hancellor had given us on the other v is it  to the  

Ranch. W e d isp layed  them on the piano at the Ranch •  and on top of the 

b ook case . And I being an am ateur photographer w as certa in  to borrow  

the litt le  Minox which w as Lyndon's p resen t. It w as an uncom fortable  

m om ent. The m oral i s ,  learn  ahead.

The guards cam e in and rem oved the c o lo r s , and we m arched  down 

the H all to the unfitting m u sic  of som e m odern Staccato b ra ssy  com position . 

I a lw ays wonder about the beh ind-the-scenes working, the com m unications  

that tel l s the lead er  of the M arine band the m om ent at which we leave the
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Y ellow  Room and sta rt for the s ta irc a se  so that he can break into  

"Hail to the Chief" at the p r e c is e ly  right m om ent. N in e-ten th s of the 

. tim e it  i s  sm ooth and v e lv et w orking. Som etim es the gears grind just 

a lit t le .  We w aited  a m om ent at m id -s ta ir s , then cam e the stirr in g  notes  

o f "H ail to the C h ie f  and down w e w ent - -  Lyndon esco rtin g  M rs. Erhard  

and I on the arm  of the C hancellor.

The guests we r e  the usual potpourri w ith particu lar accent on Germ an  

in te r e s ts .

From  the Cabinet - -  the F o w le rs , the M cN am aras, the K atzenbachs. 

From  the Court - -  the F o r ta ses.

From  the Senate - -  Senator W illiam s of D elaw are, and the D irk sen s - -  

he s t i l l  on cru tch es.

Sm all, gen ia l G overnor T aw es of Maryland without h is lo v e ly  w ife .

And a v e r y  h an d som e couple - -  to m y am azem ent, they w ere D em ocrats  - -  

G overnor and M rs. Guy of North Dakota.

T here w as a s izea b le  contingent from  the H ouse. Among them  

the Ed Edm ondsons of Oklahoma (I b e liev e  he is  a young com er - -  he is  

cer ta in ly  a great friend  to the b eau tifica tion -con servation  m e a su re s), and . 

the John Slacks that w e had m et on our trip to W est V irgin ia .

Among old frien ds w ere G eneral and M rs. Lucius C lay. I rem em ber, 

when w e had com plim ented  him  once v ery  h ighly  to D ick Nixon. He sa id ,

"Now M r. P resid en t, don't take everybody away from  u s . W e've just gotten

MEMORANDUM



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

Monday, Septem ber 26, 1966 Page 5

■ / I  ■ ■ .
him  to take the post as m o n ey -ra iser  for the R epublican P arty . And 

the Bob A ndersons of E isen h ow er’s Cabinet and long b efore that our 

fr ien d s in T ex a s. And the D ick B er lin s  - -  Honey s t i l l  looking just like  

her nam e,  w arm , blond, d e lic io u s. And the Gussie B u sch es . I

asked  about the number of ch ildren , and there are now 7.

Labor w as rep resen ted  by the veteran  G eorge M eany on h is cane 

and M rs. M eany. And the Joe K eenans.

•: And the w orld  of education. Dr. Jam es P erk in s of C o r n e l l  - -  h is  

gay, v ivaciou s w ife - -  I b e liev e  that's part of the req u is ite s  of being the 

w ife  of a co lleg e  p resid en t. They sa t a t our table. And D r. and M rs.

M ered ith  W ilson of the U n iversity  of M innesota. And the G eorge K istiakow skys  

of H arvard.

From  G overnm ent, there were the Jim W ebbs, the George B a lls  - -  h is  

la s t  of m any dinners as the Under S ecreta ry  of State. And the Dean A ch eson s.

. What an a r is to c ra tic  pair they are,

And there w ere  two astron au ts, the C harles Conrads and the 

R ichard Gordons. They alw ays cau se a ripple of ex c item en t in  a crow d - -  

the astron au ts.

And a sprinkling of m ovie stars to add b r illia n ce  to the evening - -  

A rlene Dahl and her husband A lex is  L ich ine. L ovely  , qu iet, brunette  

M erle Oberon and h er  Italian- M exican husband Bruno P a g lia i. He invited  

Lynda to their home, down in A capulco. And a c tr e ss  Barbara R ush. And-

I
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G eorge H am ilton was there as Lynda's date. And la te r  when the 

n ew spaper w om en gathered around him ju st like the ch ick en s do when 

the farm er throws out corn , I was annoyed b ecau se tonight is  to be a 

show case for G erm any and not for young rom ance.

And there w ere  other T exas gu ests b es id es  our house g u e sts .

Dr. and M r s . John Guinn, P resid en t of T exas Women' s U n iv ersity . I 

had la s t  seen  him as we w alked betw een the avenues of red  buds on the 

cam pus at Denton, fo r  m e to re ce iv e  an honorary d eg ree . And E rnest - 

Kurth, J r . ,  w hose father had been  our great fr ien d . He had g iven  

Lynda B ird  a bond ev ery  birthday from  the tim e she w as born until 

he died when she was about 18. And the attractive young W ales Maddens 

of A m arillo . And that veteran  D em ocrat - -  C. T . M cLaughlin - -  Mr. Mac - 

of the Diamond M. Ranch at Synder, and h is  w ife . And the Arthur Stehlings 

from  F red erick sb u rg . I am sure we had n c / m ore in ter e sted  g u ests  than 

they. I only reg ret that the P e tsch s  couldn't com e too.

We had asked  the G oldberg's daughter. I lo v e  including the ch ildren  

of our good fr ien d s b ecau se I know how much it  m eans to m e when ours a re  

included.

A scatterin g  of nam es w e ll known and not known in p ro fess io n  imx. 

and b u sin ess  and a r ts  - -  Edward D. Stone, Drew P ea rso n , John M cCloy. 

Som e 173 gu ests in  a ll_ -  ^ a n y  of whom stopped to speak a few  w ords in  

.G erm an to the Chancellor^ ^ o  that it  w as a long lin e . And at 9:00 when \ 

the four of us departed — Lyndon with M rs. Erhard for the m ain  dining
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room , and m e with the C hancellor for the Blue R oom . He had Dorothy  

Goldberg on h is  other s id e - -  good insurance that the co n versa tion  does 

not lag . And then handsom e G eneral T aylor. And then M rs. Sarnoff - -  

and I delighted in tellin g  her how much I adm ired  h er  husband - -  an o p t im is t -  

iDiaiiE about m an and î  h is future.

We  h a d  to  h a v e  a  tr a n s la to r . It does make it  d ifficu lt. I talked w ith

the C hancellor about h is Gla s s  House - -  h is  o ffic ia l res id en ce  - -  about the 

R iver  Ruhr, w hich I am told is  one of the c lea n est r iv e r s  in  the w orld , running 

right through the in d u stria l d istr ic ts!  A great ach ievem en t of mankind.

I ju st wonder how they get them  to pay the taxes ch eerfu lly . And about the 

lit t le  tiny gardens of flow ers and vegetab les  that res id en ts  of h ig h -r ise  

public housing units have at the ou tsk irts o f town, and turn into bright 

jew els  w ith their devoted w ork. Unfortunately I w as talking at too  

le v e l .  The C hancellor and the M in ister of Foreign  A ffa irs  could not r e a lly  

explain  them to m e .
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M ostly  the C hancellor talked to  m e about how m uch he hoped we 

would m ake a trip  to G erm any. Apparently th ere  is  som ething  

r e a lly  brew ing on it , and of cou rse  I was a ll sm ile s  and ready to  

pack.

On the way down in the e l evator, Lyndon had told m e  he 

-was v ery  t ir ed , that he did not fee l w ell; and so  I tr ied  to be tw ice  

as gay and v iv a c io u s, and in terested  in everything he sa id , hoping 

that I could help ca rry  the party  and r e lie v e  him  of som e of the load . 

T here w as a flu rry  of m enu p a ss in g , autographing; u su a lly  the word

C

being m urm ured "th is is  f or m y grandchild ."  P eop le  are  loathe to 

ask  for one for th e m se lv e s . Mine m o st certa in ly  is  for m y se lf , and 

I have m o st of the C hiefs of State - -  th eir  autograph and a w ord or two 

in  th e ir  own language on the m enu. Perhaps som eday they w ill be of 

in te r e st  in the Johnson L ib rary . I could s e e  a table c lo se  by w here  

Lynda and G eorge and M r. P a l l a i r e  and Jay T aylor and som e

lo v e ly  a c tr e s s , I think m aybe A rlene Dahl, w e r e  having v ery  

ob viou sly  a delightful t im e . It alw ays m akes one fe e l good that a 

p arty  is  going. The to a sts  w ere lengthy and tran sla ted  and explained  

s om ewhat to m e the C h ancellors con versation . He had invited  the 

P resid en t, and Lyndon had responded that he would go to Europe 

next Spring if  h is  re sp o n sib ilitie s  p erm it 
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And then on into the E ast Room for the c la s s ic a l  sym phony  

- -  the cham ber m u sic  designed  e sp ec ia lly  for the C h an cellor . • 

Beethoven and Bach and then som e of A a r o n  Cop l a n d ' s 

m u sic  w hich I found delightfu l. Among them  the Song of the 

T hreshing M achine. Howard M itchell was the conductor. R em em bering  

that M r. Schroeder (? ) when I asked  him  what tim e it was in h is  own 

country had said  at dinner it was som ething lik e  3 AM I was grateful 

that the m u sic  w as only 25 m inutes long and then out into the corrid or  

w here cham pagne was p a sse d . The C hancellor m ade h is goodbyes 

v e r y  h u rried ly  a litt le  p ast 12 and I spent a w hile lon ger  circu lating  

to ta lk  to gu ests I hadn't r e a lly  v is ited  with, long enough to be d is -

m ayed at the way the P r e s s  was surrounding Lyn da and G eorge, 

so  that the next day I should not have been su rp rised  to se e  the

' . I'
lin e  a ll eyes w ere on the pair as they c ircu lated" the entrance foyer  

togeth er w hile conducting an a lm o st continuous floating p r e s s  con feren ce  

with r e p o r te r s . N o , that diamond w asn ’t given to m e b y  G eorge . It 

cam e from  an aunt who was a m aiden la d y . c î No the one on m y other 

finger is  a sch ool c la ss  r ing / '

I was u p sta irs by tw e lv e -th ir ty  and was in bed with Lyndon 

when Lynda B ird  cam e in , changed to s im p le , ch ild ish ly  young 

d r e s s , lo o king v ery  d is tr e s se d . She didn't want to cau se us trou b le.

C : The P r e s s  wom en had sim p ly  surrounded them , and she thought it

C
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All in all, it was a good State Dinner, m ore bouyant and 

gay than I had expected, and our guests seenned to enjoy therriselV'es-, 

^ ^ t h  the honor guests and the very diverse a rray  of Americans*
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