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. Thursday, September 29th, I woke up about 8%:30 feeling

"completely alive. Ihad had enough sleep. | What a marvelous

-benison it is' .

A Whﬂe Lyndon and I were havmg breakfast we made plans .
to go to Camp Dav1d I remmded h1m of the weddlng on Saturday '

of the Wirtz' son, and right amwz afterward we could take with us

tp Carnp David the Pean Rusks and the Katzenbachs, the McNamaras |

‘and the Cy Vances, the two brothers Rostow and their wives, and

~ the. ‘m Kohlers

It was a good day of work and I felt 11ke doq:g it. Work in .

_the White House often means]meetmg pe0p1e, handling papers,’ and
d1ctat1ng desk work, and talkmg on the phone; ’I'here was a iot of

‘ each. In the mornmg a long talk w1th Lynda B1rd in- New York. She

LA

and br1ght people and she is shoppmg. What a metamorphm’ from the‘; 3
'Ly'nda Bu-d of a couple of years ago‘ And I talked to Horace Busby
_. --as Lyndon would say, to build a fire under hur{’ and get h1m started

on wr1tmg the ecenano around wh1ch the exh1b1ts man wonld have

to buﬂd the exh1b1ts that tell the story of Lyndon s 30 odd years in

po11t1ca1 h,fe. And 1 ta.lked to Dr. Ransom. He reports that Dr, Grover

"_and Mary Lasker had both agreed to be on the 'Acquisitions Committee,

and would he pleased get in toulch with .thern, set on a date‘agreeabiev |

[
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| to t_he three of thern;. then we could decide w:hether we neleded |
additional rnembers. I gave h1m two dates in October that‘w§u1d
'.isuit‘me,v:an:d from heee on he will carry the ball, |
. And I talked to 'Bill .V‘Valtovn'a'bou‘t the wor.k.being dc.mej_‘on
‘_Nekw_g York_‘ Avenue -- .b‘eautiful specimens of crepe myrtle_ ::45 ;.‘
- ian strip, :
double alley down the medxxmx and some brick curbingfor small
narrow walks, very handsome; and sometlrnes there is holly in
the middle. éeveral blocks of it start W1th a‘great blessing ef
._spre_'ading velm_tﬁ:r‘e_es_'.* It is going t_o“ be a hands ane_' ad_d_itien_to |
.Washington. . | ‘ .' |
: T _
And I talked to Mr. Visggime about the grounds, and then
Mss. MelKSn called me. I was del1ghted that she d1d It was about |
'tdzne to plan the flowers for next sprmg, did I want any changes?
.'..what had worked out well? I told her the glor:.oso,daisies had been fV'
mdeed glonous, and the gerainw.ms unhapplly not 80 good and :
/\}‘Pﬂver placque on the’ arbor of Mrs. Kennedy s Garden had not

come back and the grape vine was A\blazmg success, loaded w1th

'Concord grapes, whlch I had served to g.uests on the1r breakfast

| trays, nestled in a bed of grapevme leaves, and also had tea out there ‘.

many times in the summer and watched them hangmg in green
) dl/ds/eﬂ:/ clusters and la.ter purple. This seemed to please her s0

- much and I was gx:mtxﬁ:dxx glad because I want very- much to keep

c'_mh M}ﬂucj.
her een‘eeaba:haué mtere stc‘é».
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'And we talked of La..fe'yette"Squa.re._ The plans proposed had

- pmazed

- not been accepted 'by the Fine Arts Commission. This amsesed me.
I ne'ver. _thoﬁght that anything she appfovéd would not be apprové_d
by the Fime Arts Corhmissioﬁ_. Yes, she would bevglad to see the

”plahs f‘oxr"vthe :Pfesident_'s Park as it extends down toward the Corcoran -

the Pan American and Constitution Avenue. The new planting

and fountainsand walks thatz are being made possible by the wonder-

full giftv"of $75‘, 000.00 from Mrs. Rose Zu,//eg ", whose grandé
father was the first headd of the parks for the District of Columbia
- The morning was broken by a vigit from Diana who wanted

to tell me about her new job.  She resigne& from the"Peace Cofps

vva.nd is going to work full time for the Girl Scouts but really%so_rt .

of an executive to handle conservation program that was launched

by the ten or eleven service organizations - the youth ones, Girls

| ‘ -‘Scoufs, Boy Scouts, 4-H, Future Farmers, YWCA;'-'YMC'A',' and s

o :._jso foi-th;'f’ é_v.t' our Youtli_ Corﬁerence last June .‘ The p}lfppse is to kéep.

| ?ul; the ' Atx

sxdmwet:dune interest and the impact

“made by_ the czinferehce' and to make youth more aware of‘their‘j |

: s_fake and their obligation in conservation. She will do it wéll.' She -

is intelligent and aggressive enough and a’saleéman.
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~And then, one o'f’ the meetinge of the da&, ,Il:went to I._.yn.d'o-n'vs
. voffiAce‘- toniie_et.the 31x outs.tanvdving‘4-H‘ Club membezv'.s. that had' co\vr.nev. |
to rnake a ’national reéorf fo him -- .fine and‘ infelligent 'goo.d-lool.c':;.ng X
young people they were ranging from Georg1a to New Yrok to Vzrgm1a
“to Cahforn.la'; I talked with them awhlle. Tnefmost 1nterest1ng
~bit I got is tha.t noW only 45 percent of the 4-H yonngeters ‘oor'ne
from farm homes; the r_est ﬁfom rural non—‘fa.rmﬂareas and small
| towns, and 6 percent of them come from cities of more than
50, OOO,population, so’litxis reall'y moving into the4c-ities--..' o _— SON
| .Tlden back to the Mansion to mif_deek gxxx again, and c]'.o.se -
to one; because Lyndon,\_k/as a little late; into the Yellow Iiciom‘to‘
greet ﬁis luncheon gnests, a group of Governo'rs -- Mboore} of North

Ca.rohna. and Brangan of Indlana, and Reed of Mame.' We had a' nice . |

talk about our trip on the grea.t big sh1p, and Romney of M1ch1gan

m qu1te handsome but not too at ease, auwel ﬂ:—&w of anesota; A4
2 and Love of Colorado, and handsome young Governor Gu{r of North | K
Dakota; and Ra.mpton of Utah. I told hn’n I still had some of the sun N
tan left from: standing onvtop o‘f.the Grand Canyon Dam at that vs}on_
" derful dedication meeting looking out on the pl\;e waters of Lake |

Powell(?) . and Governor Bellman of Oklahom.a,Aa.nd here if,was I

" who felt a little embarrassed becanse we had laughed a bit about his"

_ tele'gram »which' un-invited us to Oklahoma, and Governor Campbell of |
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' 'New.Me'x‘ico,' and to him I was all praiseﬂiof the‘glorious splash

. of gidx golden aspens on the mountam, and the soft gold of the '

C/{?M'/W, grows so

W L coupled ‘with the purple aster that gmzxxscx

_ abundantly' by' the hlghway. I asked him for the name of the. Dlre;tor
;;f of the New Mexzco nghway Department so 1 could write hxorx him a ‘.

sletter expressmg my dehght in them, and also asked 1£ they had a

program in New Mexico like we do in Texas of harvestmg.wﬂd ﬂower

seeds and tossing them out on barren stretches. N'o, ‘they didn't‘;

.‘ He seemed very pleased and mildly surprlsed that I had noticed them.

80 much Really they werd a glory.

Then back to my room for a 11ght lunch S1gnmg a h1gh stack -

B of mail, all thank- -yous to Callforma and New Mex1co. Mar&? Maddox

is a ' most pr011f1c letter wr1ter, and she takes care of her people-‘
Work with L1z knd hours of recordmg broken by another visit w1th

other people. Lyndon called me, He had Dr. Barnaby Keene7 out in

the West Hall and Roger Stevens and Doug Cater. They were over to
- report on the govern ment’s ‘work on the first annlversary of the
“Nixxx Nat1ona1 Foundatmn of Arts and Human1t1es. They gave us,a' _

11st of the grants they had made, and Roger_Stevens said he was pleased'_ ’

to be able to report to the President that more has been done for the

o _a~rts in this administration than in literally all others put together.
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After Lyndon an.d the children and this hlouseand conserVation-
| beautiflcation, and.the Lyndon JohnSon Library, ‘the artsvva‘re one of
| vr.ny -cl'ose.inte-fests, and‘ so I was deliahted to hear this.:
| Next I went bowlmg alone --.a couple of nretty good games,
not qu1te topplng my score of yesterday whlch was 157 vone“of my
best-ones' -- and then slome t‘n’ore desk 'worl‘c“u‘ntil' it was tizne to-put
.on a long brocade etrenlng dress, sit down with Lyndon for a small
" bite, and go out at nine th1rty to the Sta.tler Hotel for the Brookmgs
Instltute speech - its 50th annlversary -- Lyndon made an extra-
: - ordmanly good speech altho'ugh 'I"é'ould"'tell' his thtoat' was bothering hun .
o Then vlre _w.en.t upstairs for a little reoeption ugxx with.the_
' head_mernhers of Bl'ookings. Rather to.my .surprise I found it’.a' de-
lightful half .‘hour.‘ I-mett‘.one member s: Who:had j‘ust :em;ﬂnxxdx _
Soxx ﬂoateld 43 miles_d‘o‘wn the Colorado‘River, and said he wished it

were 40'0, ‘an'd' was completely in tune with all the things I had done

" on r1vers . And a.nother member who had actually heard me make my 11tt1e :

speech at the Museurn of Modern Art It always amazes me to find |
| somebody who knows about anythmg hke that. Another who. had been
present at the launchmg of Mrs, Dav1d Rockefeller s ﬂower encyclo-
pedia.. She and I had talked wild flowers and how to spread the1r use
’up and down the r1ghts-of-ways of hlghways all over the country. )
And then there was Dr, ﬁ.‘m Carm1chael who had rea.d the scrlpt |

of the L1v1ng Wh1te House and thought 1t was a great a.ddltzon to the .
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White House volumes. I found mys elf very much in tune w1th them.

Then we left, Lyndon was t1red. It had been a rough 'day’.

: _"All da.y's 'are rough now. 4_ L
Back at the Wh1te House Just in t1me for the news. I falthfully‘

| 5 did my exerc1ses and then had a rub and then went in to read myself

to sleep, ‘As Ly-ndon labored away atx on his n1ght readmg Days

" like this are the sort that earn me the time to go out usefully on
trips such.as the‘California- Arizone.-New Mexico one. Days of -
playmg the role of being the F1rst Lady, of wor,nkmg in the Whlte :

' House, with family and desk and people. |

#




