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T h u rsd a y , S ep tem b er 29th , I woke up ab o u t 8 : 3 0  fee ling  

c o m p le te ly  a l iv e .  I had  had  enough s le e p . W hat a  m a rv e lo u s  . 

b e n iso n  i t  i s !

W hile Lyndon an d  I w ere  having  b re a k fa s t  we m ad e  p lan s  

to  go to  C am p D avid . I re m in d e d  h im  of the  w edding on S a tu rd ay  

of the W ir tz ’ son , and r ig h t  azzz a f te rw a rd  we could tak e  w ith us 

t o C am p D avid  the Dean R usks and the  K atzen b ach s , th e  M c N am a ra s  

and th e  C y V an ces , the  two b ro th e rs  R ostow  and th e ir  w iv e s , and

the F o y  K o h l e r s .

I t w as a  good day  of w o rk  and I fe lt  lik e  doing i t .  W ork in  

th e  W hite H ouse o ften  m e a n s mee tin g  p eo p le , hand ling  p a p e r s ,  and 

d ic ta tin g  d e sk  w o rk , and  ta lk in g  on th e  phone; T h e re  w as a  lo t of 

e a c h . In the m o rn in g  a  long ta lk  w ith  L ynda B ird  in  New Y ork . She 

is  hav ing  a  gay  tim e  - th e a tr e s  an d good dining sp o ts  and p a r t ie s

and  b r ig h t  p e o p le , and  she  is  sh opp ing . W hat a  m e ta m o rp h osis f ro m  th e  

Lynda B ird  o f a  couple o f y e a r s  ag o ! And I ta lk e d  to  H o rac e  B usby  

- -  a s  Lyndon w ould sa y , to  b u ild  a  f i r e  u n d er h im  and g e t h im  s ta r te d  

on w ritin g  the s c e n a r io  a ro u n d  w hich  th e  ex h ib its  m an  w ould have 

to  bu ild  the  e x h ib its  th a t te l l  the  s to ry  of L y ndon 's  30 odd y e a r s  in  

p o li t ic a l  l i f e .  And I ta lk e d  to  D r . R an so m . He r e p o r ts  th a t  D r . G ro v e r  

and  M ary  L a s k e r  had  both a g re e d  to  be on the A cq u is itio n s  C o m m itte e , 

and  w ould he p le a s e *  g e t in  touc h w ith th e m , s e t on a  d a te  a g re e a b le
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to  the th re e  of th em ; th en  we could  d ecide  w h e th e r we n eed ed  

a d d itio n a l m e m b e r s ,  I gave h im  tw o d a tes  in  O c to b er th a t  would 

s u i t  m e , and  f ro m  h e r e on he w ill c a r r y  th e  b a ll .

And I ta lk e d  to  B ill W alton about the w o rk  being  done on
-

New Y ork  A venue - -  b eau tifu l sp ec im e n s  of c re p e  m y r t le  and  a
 s t r ip ,

double a lle y  down the m e d i a n  and som e b r ic k  cu rb in g  fo r  s m a ll  

n a r ro w  w a lk s , v e ry  h an d so m e , and so m e tim e s  th e re  is  h o lly  in 

th e  m id d le . S e v e ra l b locks of i t  s t a r t  w ith a. g re a t  b le s s in g  of 

sp re a d in g  e lm  t r e e s .  It is  going to  be a  han d so m e ad d itio n  to  

W ash ing ton . '

And I ta lk e d  to  M r. 'William s abou t the g ro u n d s , and  th en

M r s .  M ellon  c a lle d  m e . I w as de lig h ted  th a t  she  d id . I t  w as abou t 

t im e  to  p lan  the  flo w ers  fo r  n ex t sp rin g ; d id  I w an t any  changes? *̂

^ ...........
w hat had  w orked  ou t w e ll. I  to ld  h e r  the  Glo r io s o  d a is ie s  had  b een  

in d eed  g lo r io u s , and  the g e r a n iu m s  unhapp ily  n o t so  good, and  

/V ^ silv e r  p l a q u e  on the  a r b o r  of M rs .  K ennedy’s G ard en  had  no t 

com e b ack , and  the g ra p e  v ine  w as a b laz ing  s u c c e s s ,  lo ad ed  w ith 

C o n co rd  g ra p e s ,  w hich I  had s e rv e d  to  guests on th e ir  b re a k fa s t  

t r a y s ,  n e s tle d  in  a  bed of g rap e v in e  le a v e s ,  and a lso  had  te a  out th e r e  

m an y  tim e s  in  the  s u m m e r  and w atched  th em  hanging in  g re e n  

<ill4s/eM c lu s te r s  and la t e r  p u rp le .  T h is se em ed  to  p le a se  h e r  so 

m u ch  and I w as ga»fcadajicx glad  b ecau se  I w an t v e ry  m u ch  to  keep  

h e r  c o n t i n u e d  in te r e s t  t f ^
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And we ta lk e d  of L a fe y e tte  S q u a re . The p lan s  p ro p o se d  had 

n o t b e e n  a c c e p te d  by th e  F in e  A rts  C o m m iss io n . T h is  am a z e d  m e .

I  n e v e r  thought th a t  anything she  ap p ro v ed  w ould no t be ap p ro v ed  

b y  th e  F in e A rts  C o m m iss io n . Y es, she w ould be g lad  to  se e  the 

p lan s fo r  the P r e s id e n t ’s P a r k  a s  i t  ex tends down to w ard  the C o rc o ra n  

th e  P an  A m e ric a n  and C o n s titu tio n  A venue. The new  p la n tin g  

and fountains and w alks th a t   a r e  be ing  m ad e  p o s s ib le  by  th e  w o n d er- 

fu ll g ift o f $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  f ro m  M rs . R ose Z a l l e s ,  w hose g ra n d -

fa th e r  w as the f i r s t  h ead  of the p a rk s  fo r  th e  D is tr ic t  of C o lum bia  

100 y e a r s  ag o .

The m o rn in g  w as b ro k en  by a  v is i t  f ro m  D iana who w anted  

to  t e l l  m e abou t h e r  new  jo b . She re s ig n e d  fro m  the P e a c e  C o rp s  

and  is  going to  w o rk  fu ll t im e  fo r the G ir l  Scouts but r e a l ly  s o r t  

o f an  ex ecu tiv e  to  handle c o n se rv a tio n  p ro g ra m  th a t  w as lau n ch ed  

b y  th e  ten  o r  e le v e n  s e rv ic e  o rg an iz a tio n s  - the  y o u ^  o n e s , g i r l s  

S co u ts , Boy S co u ts, 4 -H , F u tu re  F a r m e r s ,  YW CA, YMCA, and 

so  fo r th ,  a t  our Y outh C o n fe ren ce  la s t  Ju n e . The p u rp p se  is  to  keep  

up th e  in te r e s t  eind th e  im p ac t

m a d e  by  th e  co n fe re n c e  and to  m ak e  youth  m o re  aw a re  of th e i r  

s ta k e  and th e i r  ob lig a tio n  in  c o n s e rv a tio n . She w ill do i t  w e ll. She 

is in te ll ig e n t and a g g re s s iv e  enough and a  s a le s m a n .
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And th en , one of the m e e tin g s  of the  day , I w ent to  L y n d o n 's  

o ffice  to  m e e t  the  s ix  o u ts tan d in g  4 -H  Club m e m b e rs  th a t  h ad  com e 

t o  m ak e  a  n a tio n a l r e p o r t  to  h im  - -  fine and  in te ll ig e n t,  g o o d-look ing  

young people  th ey  w ere  ran g in g  fro m  G eo rg ia  to  New  Y ork  to  V irg in ia  

to  C a lifo rn ia . I  ta lk ed  w ith  th em  a w h ile . The m o s t  in te re s t in g  

b it I got is  th a t  now only 45 p e rc e n t  of the 4 -H  y o u n g s te r s  com e 

fro m  fa rm  h o m es; th e  r e s t  f ro m  r u r a l  n o n -fa rm  a r e a s  and  s m a l l  

to w n s, and  6 p e rc e n t  of th em  com e fro m  c it ie s  o f m o re  th a n  

5 0 ,0 0 0  p o p u la tio n , so  it  is  r e a l ly  m oving  in to  th e  c i t i e s  .

T hen  b ack  to  the M ansion  to  m y  d esk  gxicx ag a in , and  c lo se  

to  one, b e c a u se  Lyndon w as a  l i t t le  la te ,  in to  th e  Y ellow  Room  to  

g r e e t  h is  lu ncheon  g u e s ts ,  a  g roup  of G o v e rn o rs  - -  M o o re  of N o rth  

C a ro lin a  and  B ra nigi n  of Ind iana , and R eed  of M a in e . We h ad  a  n ice  

ta lk  ab o u t our t r ip  on the g r e a t  big sh ip , and  R om ney  of M ich ig an

looking qu ite  h an d so m e b u t n o t too  a t  e a s e ,  a n d  R o l v a a g  of M in n eso ta ,----------

and  L ove of C o lo rad o , and  han d so m e young G o v e rn o r  Guy of N o rth  

D ako ta , and R am pton  of U tah . I to ld  h im  I s t i l l  had  so m e  of th e  sun  

ta n  le f t  f ro m  stan d in g  on top  of the  G rand  C anyon D am  a t th a t  w on- 

d e r fu l  d ed ica tio n  m ee tin g  looking  out on th e  blue w a te r s  of L ak e

Pow el l (?) , and G o v ern o r B e llm an  of O k lahom a, and  h e re  i t  w as I 

who fe l t  a  l i t t l e  e m b a r ra s s e d  b e c a u se  we had  lau g h ed  a  b i t  ab o u t h is  

te le g ra m  w hich  u n - in v ite d  us to  O klahom a, and  G o v e rn o r  C am p b e ll of
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N ew M ex ico , and to  h im  I w as a l l  p r a i s e  of th e  g lo rio u s  sp la sh

of gM x go lden  a sp e n s  on the  m o u n ta in , and  the  so ft gold  of th e  
: gr ows so

chimesa coupled  w ith th e  p u rp le  a s t e r  th a t gHKXjaax

ab u n d an tly  by th e  h ighw ay . I a sk e d  h im  fo r  the n am e  of the  D ire c to r

o f  th e  New M exico  H ighw ay D ep a rtm en t so  I cou ld  w r ite  h m x  h im  a

le t t e r  e x p re s s in g  m y  de ligh t in  th e m , and  a lso  a sk e d  if  th e y  had  a

p ro g ra m  in  New M exico  lik e  we do in  T ex as  of h a rv e s tin g  w ild  flo w er

s e e d s  and to s s in g  th em  out on b a r re n  s t r e t c h e s . N o, th e y  d id n 't .

He se e m e d  v e ry  p le a s e d  and m ild ly  s u rp r is e d  th a t I had  n o tic e d  th e m  

so m u c h . R eal ly  th ey  w e re a  g lo ry .

T hen back  to  m y  ro o m  fo r  a  lig h t lu nch , s ig n in g  a h igh  s ta c k

of m a i l ,  a l l  th an k -y o u s  to  Cal ifo rn ia  and New M ex ico . M a rc i a  M addox

is  a  m o s t  p ro lif ic  l e t t e r - w r i t e r ,  and  she^takes c a r e  of h e r  people-^^

W ork w ith  L iz ,^ n d  h o u rs  of re c o rd in g  b ro k en  by a n o th e r  v is i t  w ith

o tiie r  p e o p le . Lyndon ca lle d  m e .  He had  D r .  B a rn ab y  K eeney ou t in

th e  W est H a ll and  R oger S tevens and Doug C a te r .  T hey w e re  o v e r  to

r e p o r t  on  th e  g o v e r n m e n t 's w o rk  on the  f i r s t  a n n iv e r s a ry  of th e

Ntaxx N atio n a l F oundation  of A r ts  and H u m a n itie s . T hey  gave us a

l i s t  of the  g ra n ts  th e y  had  m a d e , and R o g er S tevens sa id  he w as p le a s e d

to  be  ab le  to  r e p o r t  to  the P r e s id e n t  th a t  m o re  has  been  done fo r  the

a r t s  in  th is  a d m in is tra tio n  th an  in  l i t e r a l l y  a l l  o th e rs  pu t to g e th e r .
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A fte r  Lyndon and the  c h ild re n  and th is  ho u se  and  c o n s e rv a tio n -  

b e a u tif ic a tio n , and  the Lyndon Jo h n so n  L ib r a r y ,  the  a r t s  a r e  one of 

m y  c lo se  in te r e s t s ,  and  so I w as d e lig h ted  to  h e a r  th is .

N ext I w ent bow ling a lone  - -  a  couple of p r e t ty  good g a m e s , 

no t q u ite  topp ing  m y  s c o re  of y e s te rd a y  w hich w as 157, one of m y  

b es t-o n es  - -  and  th en  som e m o re  desk  w o rk  u n til i t  w as tim e  to  pu t 

on a  long  b ro c a d e  evening  d r e s s ,  s i t  down w ith  Lyndon fo r  a  s m al l  

b i te ,  and  go out a t  n ine th i r ty  to  th e  S ta tle r  H o tel fo r  th e  B ro o k in g s 

In s titu te  sp ee c h  - i ts  50th a n n iv e r s a ry  - -  Lyndon m ad e  an  e x tr a -  

 ̂ o rd in a r i ly  good sp eech  although T could  te l l  h is  th ro a t  w as b o th e rin g  h im . .

T hen we w ent u p s ta ir s  fo r  a  l i t t le  re c e p tio n  ujxx w ith  the  

h e a d  m e m b e rs  of B ro o k in g s . R a th e r  to  m y  s u rp r i s e  I found i t  a  d e -

lig h tfu l h a lf  h o u r . I m e t  one m e m b e r  X who had  ju s t  xsEpiaxsdx 

&BCX flo a te d  43 m ile s  down th e  C o lo rad o  R iv e r , and  s a id  he w ish ed  it  

w e re  400, and w as co m p le te ly  in  tune w ith  a ll  the th in g s  I had  done 

on r i v e r s .  A nd a n o th e r  m e m b e r  who had  a c tu a lly  h e a rd  m e  m ak e  m y  l i t t le  

sp e ec h  a t  th e  M useum  of M odern  A r t .  It a lw ays a m a z e s  m e to  find  

som ebody  who knows abou t any th ing  lik e  th a t .  A n o th e r who had  b een  

p r e s e n t  a t  the lau n ch in g  of M rs .  D avid R o c k e fe lle r 's  f lo w e r e n c y c lo -

p e d ia . She and I had  ta lk e d  w ild  f lo w e rs  and  how to  s p re a d  th e i r  u se  

up and down the rig h ts-o f-w ay s of h ighw ays a ll  o v e r the  c o u n try . ^

And th e n  th e re  w as D r . C a rm ic h a e l who h ad  r e a d  the  s c r ip t  

of th e  L iv ing  W hite H ouse and  though t i t  w as a  g re a t  ad d itio n  to  the
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W h i te  H o u s e  v o l u m e s .  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  v e r y  m u c h  i n  t u n e  w i t h  t h e m .

T hen we le f t .  Lyndon w as t i r e d .  It had  been  a  rough  day .

A ll days a r e  rough  now .

B a c k  a t  t h e  W h i te  H o u s e  j u s t  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  n e w s .  I  f a i t h f u l l y  

; d i d  m y  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  t h e n  h a d  a  r u b  a n d  t h e n  w e n t  in  t o  r e a d  m y s e l f

to  s le e p . A s Lyndon la b o re d  aw ay adx on h is  n igh t re a d in g . D ays 

lik e  th is  a r e  the s o r t  th a t e a rn  m e  th e  tim e  to  go out u se fu lly  on 

t r i p s  su ch  a s  the C a lifo rn ia -A r iz o n a -N e w  M exico  one. D ays of

 ̂ playing the role of being the F irs t L a d y  of working in the White

H o u se , w ith  fam ily  and d e sk  and p eo p le .

m


