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Q :

S a tu rd a y , O cto b er 1st daw ned g re y  arfd ra in y , and th is  

w as to  be o u r w eekend a t  C am p D avid . J im  Cain, h ad  sp en t th e  n igh t 

w ith  us  so  I  g a th e re d  h im  up and took  h im  down to  th e  sw im m in g  

p oo l a t  n ine o ’clock, and th en  d ec id ed  I w ould t r y  L yndon . W ould •

he c o m e ?  To m y  s u r p r i s e ,  he sa id  "Y e s" , I ' l l  be th e r e  in  a  few  ; r

m in u te s .  " I  took  -otrt th e  p re c a u tio n  of te llin g  kcncxx h im  th a t  the 

w a te r  w as a  l i t t le  co o le r  th a n  u s u a l.  No lu c k . He s e iz e d  on i t ,  and  

to ld  m e  "Y ou b rough t m e  down h e re  in  th is  co ld  w a te r; if  I g e t a  co ld  

i t  w ill be b e c a u se  I w anted  to  go sw im m ing  w ith  y o u ." He is  a  b o rn  

t e a s e .  / .
■ e.

He and  J im  and I d is c u s s e d  w hat m ay  be a  n e c e s s a r y  tim e  
so m e tim e  

o u t / in  N o v em b er.

T h en , a  qu ick  t r ip  to  th e  b eau ty  p a r lo r  and  d re s s e d  fo r  the  

w edding - -  th e  l a s t  of the o ffic ia l w eddings in th e  C ab in e t c i r c le :

R ic h a rd  W irtz  to  M a rg a re t  Ann H ick m an . I w en t to  L yndon’s office 

abou t 15 m in u te s  b e fo re  the  w edding and began to  p a t m y  fo o t. He • 

w as in  deep  c o n v e rsa tio n  w ith  K atzen b ach  and Bob M cN am ara  and  J im  

R eyno lds about a  s t r ik e .  I f in a lly  e x tra c te d  th em  a l l ,  and  afrriaw? after

waiting 8 m in u te s  d u rin g  w hich  Lyndon c o m p le te ly  changed  h is  

c lo th es^  w e  a l l  p iled  in to  the  c a r  and in  th e  r a in  w ent to  the c h u rch

of th e  A nnuncia tion , a r r iv in g  r®cx r ig h t behind two p re t ty  b r id e sm a id s  

in  au tu m n  c o lo rs  who w ent in  c lu tch in g  long d r e s s e s  and  u m b re l la s .
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It w as a  C a th o lic  w edding . P eg g y  looked  both b eau tifu l and  p ix ie  

and  R ic h a rd , t e r r ib ly  earn e s t ,  w ith  h is  young b ro th e r  s tan d in g  

b e s id e  h im  as  b e s t  m a n .

O ur w ork ing  c rew  g a th e re d  up th e i r  b r ie f  c a se s^  le f t  a t th e  

c h u rc h  door ,' and  then  w ent down to  th e  A rm y  Navy C lu b  be ing  the  

f i r s t  in  lin e  to  g re e t  o u r h o s ts  and  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  young m a r r ie d  

co u p le . It w as a  m ed ley  of g o v ern m en t and  c ab in e t and  young p eo p le  

I d id  n o t know . I saw  the G o ld b e rg s , and  Lyndon le a n e d  o v e r  and 

C /  w h isp e re d  "T h ey  a r e  going to  C am p D avid w ith u s .  " F o r tu n a te ly

both  C am p D avid  and I a r e  e la s t ic .

The m e n  k ep t s tan d in g  in  a c o rn e r  ta lk in g  to  e a c h  o th e r , 

ro p in g  in  som eone e lse  who m ig h t have an o th e r  ang le  on th e i r  

p ro b le m . I th in k  it  w as a  s t r ik e .  T hen , v e ry  soon we w e re  off to  

T he W hite H ouse an d  the b e la te d  lunch  of hot soup and  san d w ich es  

a t  te n  m in u te s  o f t h r e e  Lyndon and K a tzen b ach  and Jo e  C alifan o  

and  Bob M cNam a r a  ^who looked  w an and w ea ry , and G a rd n e r  A ck ley , 

and  J im  R ey n o ld s , and  I b e lie v e  H en ry  W ilson . It w as an  u n in terrup ted  

s e s s io n  fo r  a  h o u r , and  by th a t tim e  i  ou r g u es ts ̂ t o  go to  C am p D avid 

h ad  begun to  a r r i v e .

( ? : ,  : ■. : ■ ' ,, .. ■■ ■. v  . '
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The u s h e r  to ld  m e  th e  R usks and G o ld b erg s  and  G ene 

R ostow s and  W alt R ostow s and Kohlers and Mrs. K atzen b ach  

w e re  a l l  in  th e  Y ellow  R oom . I  s lip p ed  o v e r  to  Lyndon and  we 

a g re e d  th a t  i t  w ould be b e s t  fo r  m e to  go on out w ith ev e ry o n e  e lse  

and  he w ould fo llow  wit h  Bob M cN am ara  and K atzen b ach  w hen he 

co u ld . The R usks and G o ld b erg s  go t in w ith  m e  and we d ro v e  to  the 

P en tag o n  h e li-p a d , and  then  a l l  of us in  one h e lic o p te r  f o r  a  r id e  to  

Cam p D avid th ro u g h  c louds an d fog th a t  b ro k e  4»*a=4iteB7 to  re v e a l  

th e  b e a u tifu l, lu sh  lan d sc a p e  below . A t f i r s t ,  f a rm  la n d s  a l l  n e a tly  

g e o m e tr ic a l  w ith  c o m fo rta b le  w hite h o u ses  and re d  b a r n s ,  and  th en  

the  C a t o c t i n  m o u n ta in s , ajid the  f a r th e r  up th em  we flew  the m o re

fre q u e n t becaxae th e  b r i l l ia n t  s p la sh e s  of c r im s o n  and gold  in  th e  

g re e n  below  us . F a l l  is  ju s t  lay in g  its  hand on the  m o u n ta in s . It h a s  

n o t r e a l ly  begun  a t  cill in  W ashington

D oro thy  G o ldberg  and  V irg in ia  R usk and  I w e re  e x c la im in g  a t  

e ac h  new  v iew  - -  I  a  l i t t le  b it n e rv o u s ly  to  h ide  the  fa c t th a t  w hat 

shou ld  have b e en  a  30 o r  40 m in u te s  f lig h t w as s tre tc h in g  in to  n e a r ly  

an  h o u r , and  I h ad  the fee lin g  th a t we w ere  c ir c l in g . Then sudden ly  

I  l ooked down, and th e r e  w as A sp en  and the golf  c o u r s e ,  and the 

g round  w as qu ite  c le a r ,  and  a t  5 o 'c lo c k  we lan d ed . It is  th e  m o s t  

b l i s s f u l  fee lin g ! A ll o u r c a r e s  a r e  d ep o sited  a t  the e n tra n c e  and  we 

a r e  f r e e ]  T h is  w eekend I can  say  th a t  only of m y se lf  b e c a u se  i t  is  to
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be a  v e ry  b u sy  w ork ing  w eekend . I had  a lre a d y  m ad e  out a  c h a r t  

fo r  the o f f ic e r  in  c h a rg e  about w here  to  p u t ev e ry o n e , and  on the  

p lan e  I to ld  ev e ry o n e  th e i r  q u a r t e r s  H aw thorne o r  W itch h aze l o r  

D ogw ood.

P a u l had  a lre a d y  a r r iv e d  w ith  o u r luggage and  so  I w as 

qu ick ly  in to  som e p an ts  and f la t  h ee led  sh o e s , and th en  w ith  Lyndon 

s t i l l  no t h e r e ,  I  la y  down on the bed  and w orked  fo r  a  good h o u r .

I had  m ad e  i t  v e ry  c le a r  on the  h e lic o p te r  th a t  I  hoped  every b o d y  

w ould do e x a c tly  w hat th ey  w anted  - -  a l l  th e  w om en  th a t i s ,  w h e th e r 

i t  w as ly ing  in  bed  rea d in g  the  w hole t im e , o r  w alk ing  o r  sw im m ing  

if  the  sun  caume ou t, o r bow ling o r w atch in g  m o v ies  o r  p lay in g  b r i dge 

w ith  m e .  A weekend  lik e  th is  is  tim e to  be f r e e ,  no t bound by axiy 

s o c ia l  n e c e s s i t ie s .

A bout s ix - th i r ty  I w ent up to  th e  bow ling a lle y  w ith  E lsp e th
K̂ ((vUfL ,

R ostow  and  M rs .  K atzen b ach  and M rs .  K ohler ( ? ) ,  an d we had  an  

h o u r o f bow ling . M rs .  K atzenbach  has  a  n a tu ra l  a th le te 's  fo rm , a l - 

though i t  w as a  new  gam e to  a l l  th re e  of th e m , o r  so  th ey  p r o te s te d .

C
the commanding o ffic e r  h ad  fix ed  up L a u re l  a s  a  s o r t  of liv ing  

ro o m  fo r  a l l  the  la d ie s  so  we w ould no t in te r ru p t  th e  m e n  in  th e ir  long : 

s e m in a r  se s s io n s . Lyndon had  com e in  abou t s ix  w ith  Bob and N ick  

and  th ey  w e re  th re sh in g  out th e i r  p ro b le m s  in  th a t  liv in g  ro o m  th a t  lo o k s  

down on the  v a lle y  w h ere  one of th e  m a jo r  c iv il  w ar b a tt le s  w as  fought 

and w hich i t s e l f  h as  s e e n , i ts  w a lls  have h e a rd , a  good deal  of h i s t o r y '
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/  R o o s e v e lts ,  E isen h o w ers  and K ennedy, and now th e  Jo h n so n s .

We had  good e x e r c is e ,  but n o t t e r r i b ly  good bow ling . Then 

we w ent down to  L a u re l  w h ere  V irg in ia  and D oro thy  jo in ed  u s , and  we 

a l l  had  a  d r in k , and  we had  a  c a ll  f ro m  M arg ie  M c N a m a ra  in  the , . 

h o s p ita l  a t  B a lt im o re .  I t w as only a t  lu n ch  th a t  we had  le a rn e d  she 

w as in  th e  h o s p ita l .  Lyndon w ith  h is  qu ick  re a c t io n  had  a sk e d  th a t 

s o m e  flo w ers  be sen t r ig h t aw ay . She w as ca llin g  to  th an k  us fo r  th e m .

H e r  v o ice  sounded  f r a i l  and  f a r  aw ay, a lthough  ksoc she p ro te s te d  

" I  a m  ju s t  w inding m y  c lo c k ."  She and Bob have su ch  s tro n g  s p irits  - -  

th e i r  bodies do n o t qu ite  keep  up w ith  th e m . She le a d s  su ch  an  a c tiv e  

life  in  e v e ry  w ay you w ould n e v e r  th in k  th a t she had  been a  p o lio  v ic tim  

. a s  an  a d u l t .

A c tu a lly  we s a t  down to  d in n er a t a  m u ch  m o re  p ro m p t h o u r  ---- -

ju s t  a  l i t t le  p a s t  eight^than we u su a lly  do . I w ith  th e  S e c re ta ry  on m y  

r ig h t  a t  th e  h ead  of th e  ta b le  and  A m b a ssa d o r G o ld b erg  on m y  le f t ,  

so m e  s ix te e n  of u s . I t  w as an  in te re s t in g  d in n er - -  an  a r r a y  of

b r i l l ia n t  m en  and liv e ly , in te re s te d ,  and  in  som e c a s e s , b r i l l ia n t

w o m en . A m b a ssa d o r  Kohl e r  sa id  th a t i t  w as in  th is  v e ry  ro o m  th a t 

he had  s a t  and  l is te n e d  to  K ru shch ev  and  E ise n h o w e r . W as h is  v is i t

' ' j '
a  good th in g ?  Y es, he thought exposing  K rushchev  to  o u r c o u n try  had  

had  a  v e ry  good e f fe c t, and  so m e  of i t  had  s iphoned  th ro u g h  to  his country  Y
.

And w hat abou t now ? As w ell a s  I could  u n d e rs ta n d  h im  and s u m m a r iz e
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h is  fe e lin g s , th e se  le a d e r s  have r e t r e a te d  m o re  in to  th e m se lv e s

and  so  h a s  the  c o u n try . T h e re  is  le s s  c o n ta c t. And y e t, he  sa id , ...

th ro u g h o u t the c o u n try  there is g re a ter c u r io s i ty ,  even  a d m ira tio n , c e r ta in ly  

g re a ter ̂ in te re s t  in  A m e r ic a n s , th an  ever.' At  any  tim e  in  a l l  of h is  t r a v e ls  

h a s  he had  an  a c t  of h o s ti l i ty  ag a in s t  h im se lf?  It s e e m s  th e  c o n ta c ts  th ey  

do have a r e  w ith  the a r t  and e n te r ta in m e n t seg m en t of the

p o p u la tio n  - -  the w r i te r s .

It w as watic m y  f i r s t  tim e  to  be w ith the G ene R o s to w s . He 

lo o k s v e ry  lik e  h is  b r o th e r ,  only m o re  fine d raw n . I th in k  th e r e  is  

su ch  a  co m p e titio n  b e tw een  g o v ern m en t and b u s in e ss  and the a c a d e m ic  

w o rld , we a r e  fo rtu n a te  to  b r in g  h im  in . E lsp e th  R ostow  glow s in  

any  com pan y . She is  a  m a rv e lo u s  com bination  - -  a  th o ro u g h  w om an 

and  tough  0595̂  in te l le c t .

T h is  g ro u p  of m en  had  g a th e re d  to  ta lk  abou t L yndon ' s t r ip  

to  th e  E a s t ,  abou t the w hole in te rn a tio n a l s itu a tio n , b u t t h e i r  tim e  

had  b e e n  c ru e lly ̂  s to le n  b y  an  im pending  s t r ik e ,  and th e  n e c e s s i ty  to  

w a rd  i t  off, and  a  flow  o f f ig u re s  and |  alte rn a tiv e s  and  te lep h o n e  c a l ls  

on th e  q u ite  d if fe re n t m a t te r  of a  s t r ik e .

W hen d in n e r  w as o v e r th is  tim e  th e  m e n  ad jo u rn ed  to  L a u re l  

and  I a sk e d  fo r  a  q u ick  vote on w hich  m ov ie  ev ery b o d y  w ould lik e  to  

s e e .  U n an im o u sly  th ey  choose  G am b it - -  a  su sp e n se  t h r i l l e r  abou t 

an a r t  th ie f .  The p o p c o r n  p a s s e d  and the  Jo h n so n  Bijou  s e t  up .

A t te n  o 'c lo c k  I s lip p ed  q u ie tly  aw ay w ith a  b r ie f  apo logy  fo r  m y
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i wf  m y  i d i o s y n c r a s y  w atch  a  v e ry  good h o u r  of G un S m o k e ,_ -jr
cUi^'dliuL. ' I
c u r l e d  upon the  bed . It is  indeed  an  u n fa ir  d iv is io n  of la b o r .

F o r  h o u rs  I have b ee n  doing th in g s  I l ik e , th in g s  th a t  a r e  fun, and

th e  m en  to i l  aw ay . And th en  w hen i t  w as o v e r I  s lip p e d  b a c k  in to

th e  liv in g  ro o m  and w atched  th e  end of the  m o v ie  w hich  w as lig h t

and  fun in  a  s ty le  as  new  as  pop a r t  and vi n yl  d r e s s e s ,  and  th en

to  bed  by m id n ig h t. . .

we had  seen  a  b e au tifu l m a p le  lik e  a  f lam in g  to rc h .  In a week  m u ch  of

th e  woods w ill be lik e  th is .  It is  a  g lo rio u s  p a r t  o f th e  w o rld .

The r a in  had  sto p p ed  and  on o u r w ay up to  th e  bow ling alley 
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