
MEMORANDUM

C
r''

I

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

THURSDAY, O CTO BER 6, 1966 - -  page 1

T h u rsd a y  O c to b e r  6th w as a  busy  W hite H ouse D ay. In

th e  m o rn in g  I p u t on m y  p e rs im m o n  wool s u it ,  J e a n  L o u is  com bed

m y  h a i r ,  and I w ent to  th e  F is h  Room  w ith  Lyndon to  h av e  o u r  p ic tu re

m ad e  fo r  L ook M ag az in e . We a r e  lucky  on p ic tu re s  m ad e  to g e th e r

ex cep t th o se  c a s u a l ones a t the  r a n c h !  And th en  back  to  the  W est H a ll

to  have a  m e e tin g  on, of a l l  th in g s , C h r is tm a s , w ith  B e ss  b e fo re  she  
h ead ed

v a n ish e s  fo r  the P a c if ic ,  and  Sandy F o x  and B e tty  H ogue.

We ta lk e d  ab o u t th e  c r e c he ̂  A la s^ M rs . H ow ard  w ill n o t do i t  ag a in !

We had  lo v ed  it so  th e se  th re e  C h r is tm a s e s .  We a r e  try in g  to  g e t one 

f ro m  the  S m ith so n ia n .^

A n d  a b o u t  th e  C h r is tm a s  p a r t ie s  and  s e tt le d  on te n ta tiv e  

d a te s  fo r  the  one  fo r  the  s ta f f  and  th e i r  c h ild re n  and the  u n d e r -

p r iv ile g e d  c h i l d r e n  - -  th a t  is  a lw ays one of m y  fa v o r ite s  - -  and 

l a t e r  fo r  th e  D ip lo m atic  c h ild re n ; and th en  one fo r  th e  P r e s s  W om en; 

and  Sandy, th a t  r e s o u rc e fu l,  a r t i s t i c  m a n , and  B e ss  s p re a d  ou t a l l  

o f  o u r  p ro p o se d  C h r is tm a s  g if ts .  We d is c u s s e d  th e m  p ro  and  con, 

inc lud ing  p e a c h  p r e s e r v e s  and  honey f ro m  the L B J R anch , an d  d e e r  

m e a t  sa u sa g e  and  h o m e-b a k e d  b re a d  and got ou t a l l  th e  l i s t s .

S o m ew h ere , so m e tim e  I t r y  to  p lan  ah ead  a s  m u ch  a s  p o s s ib le  

 ̂ I  w an t to  f i l l  e ach  of the  C h r is tm a s e s  h e re  fu ll to  th e  b r im ,  b u t o rg a n iz e

a s  w e ll ah e ad  of t im e  a s  I can  so  th a t  C h r is tm a s  i t s e l f  c an  be fo r  jo y  

a n d  n o t f o r  co n fu sio n .
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A t tw e lv e - th ir ty  I had  e luncheon  g u e s ts Ja n e  Engle h a rd  and
'I

th re e  of h e r  f r ie n d s ,  M r s . B r a g a  (she is  M a rc o n i 's  d au g h te r) ,

M rs .  H oughton whom  I th in k  I  m e t  fisc f i r s t  w ith the  D ouglas D illo n s , 

M r s .  W arb u rg , fo u r  e le g a n t, p o lish ed , b eau tifu l w om en who liv e  in  

th e  w o rld  o f th e  v e ry  r ic h  th a t I have looked  in to  th e s e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  

b u t  a lw ay s a s  a  v is i to r ,  n e v e r  q u ite  a t  h o m e . I fe e l  though th a t  I  h av e  

so m e  f r ie n d s  in  i t .  J a n e  I th ink^is one. And m a n y  r e a l ly

ex c itin g  in te re s t in g  p eo p le  who know so  m u ch  ab o u t m an y  th in g s  

th a t  I d o n 't  and th a t I w ould lik e  to  le a r n .

We s a t  in  the  W est H all and  had  s h e r r y .  T h ey  h ad  com e to  

ta lk  to  m e abou t being the h o n o r g u es t a t  th e i r  an n u a l b an q u e t to  r a i s e  

funds fo r  in te rn a tio n a l ed u ca tio n . T hey  r e a l ly  w ork  a t  i t .  They know  

a  lo t  ab o u t i t .  T he b u lk  of th e  funds of the  o rg an iz a tio n  a r e  p ro v id e d  

b y  fo u n d a tio n s , su ch  a s  F o rd  and R o c k e fe lle r , and by  the f e d e ra l  

g o v e rn m en t, to  p ro v id e  in te rv ie w s  and gu idance alaaxadbc a b ro a d  

fo r  p ro sp e c tiv e  s tu d en ts  and  to  m ak e  s c h o la rs h ip s  a v a ila b le . The 

D ire c to rs  a r e  t r u s te e s  am ong w h o m  I  g a th e r  th e se  w om en a r e  r e a l ly

v e ry  ac tiv e  m e m b e rs . T hey  r a i s e  abou t 50 thousand an n u a lly  w ith 

th is  b a l l  and do a  s iz e a b le  m e a s u re  of the gu idance and  the  w o rk  of 

the  o rg a n iz a tio n .

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O N
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T he b a l l  i t s e l f  sounds such  fun, I found m y se lf  w anting  to  go!

It is  l im ite d  to  400 and m an y  of th e  n am es  of th e  r e g u la r  c o m e rs  w e re

p eo p le  I k n e w  - -  B r o o k e  A s to r ,  the  R o c k e fe lle rs ,  M a ry .

T hey  n e v e r  tjcx t r y  to expan d. In f a c t ,  th e y  ho ld  i t  down to  ''we fa v o r ite  

fe w "  so  h u sb an d s w ould w ant to  a tte n d , J a n e  s a id .  M y d ifficu lty  

is  the  e v e r - r e c u r r in g  one th a t th e re  a re  a t  le a s t  2 dozen  su ch  ev en ts  

a  y e a r  th a t  I have som e r e a l  p e r s o n a l  c a ll  to  go to , two o r  th re e  

s p o n so re d  b y  o u r  own C ab in e t w ives w hom  I th in k  of a lm o s t a s  fa m ily .

If you s ta r t ,  w h ere  do you stop?

F e e lin g  aw kw ard  and  u n g ra c io u s , I  t r i e d  to  expla in  t h i s .

And th en  th e re  is  a lw ays the fa c t  th a t I can  n e v e r  p r e d ic t  L yndon 's  

. a c t iv i t ie s ,  and  I to ld  th e m  I w ould le t  th em  know so m e tim e  in  N o v em b er. 

T hen  we w ent d o w n s ta irs  to  the f i r s t  f lo o r  dining ro o m .

Lyndon w as hav ing  n ew sp ap e rm en  in the fam ily  din ing  ro o m , and

II
b e s id e s  I w an ted  lu n ch  in  Jan e 's  ro o m . I d rew  h e r  in  the  c o n v e rsa tio n  

ab o u t w hat s ta te  sh e  h ad  found the room  in , w hat she  had  done to  i t .  

The r e  had  b een  a la rg e  eag le  em b lazo n ed  on a ll  fo u r w a lls .  Now only 

one eag le  re m a in e d . T h e re  h a d  b een  a  g re a t  ex p an se  of m ould ing  

w h ere  the w all jo in ed  the  c e ilin g  - m uch  of i t  h a s  b een  s tr ip p e d  aw ay 

new  and s tro n g e r ,  v e ry  h an dso m e m an te l  w as found . M r. D upont 

( w o rk ed  w ith  h e r  e v e ry  s te p  of th e  w ay. She sp eak s  v e ry  a ffe c tio n a te ly

of h im . O nce a t  h e r  m o th e r- in - la w ’s she  n o tic e d  som e of the HaadsK 

Mb x x s x  H a r r is o n  c h in a . She a sk e d  about i t .  Y es , i t  h ad  been  in  the
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th e  W hite H ouse, and  J a n e  sa id  "W ell, you ju s t  s a id  goodbye to  

i t .  I  a m  going to  give it b ack  to  the  W hite H o u s e ." I t  is  som e of 

m y  fa v o rite  w ith  the, g ra c e fu l c o rn  and  w heat p a t te rn  a ro u n d  th e  

ed g e . It sp eak s  of p len ty .

S om ew here  along the  w ay I n o ticed  a  s p a rk le  in  th e  eye Btfex 

- -  the  e x t r a  l i f t  of in te r e s t  of th e  o th e r  th re e  la d ie s  a t  being on th e  

seco n d  f lo o r ,  a nd  I  a sk ed  if  a f te r  our coffee th ey  w ould lik e  to  go see  

th e  L in co ln  Room  and th e  Q u een 's  R oom . T hey  w ould in d e e d . One 

of th e m  h ad  n e v e r  se e n  it, a n o th e r  no t in  y e a r s .  M rs  B r a g a  (? )  s a id  sh e  

h ad  s tood  in  lin e  one h o t su m m e r  day fo r  abou t 2 h o u rs  to  go th ro u g h  

th e  W hite H o u se , a lthough  sh e  knew  she cou ld  have c a lle d  J a n e  and 

go tten  som e s o r t  of sp e c ia l  t r e a tm e n t  but she  d id n 't  w ant to . And so 

we h ad  a  th o ro u g h  t o u r . And I w as touched  and d e lig h ted  w h en  p eo p le , 

e s p e c ia l ly  p eo p le  a s  so p h is tic a te d  and tra v e le d  as  th e s e ,  a r e  r e a l ly  

th r i l l e d   p e rh a p s  ju s t  a  t r i f le  awed^ ̂ at se e in g  the W hite H o u se . And 

I a ls o  fe e l dis t in c t ly  annoyed a t m y se lf  f o r  n o t hav ing  p r e p a re d  m y se lf ,  

b r ie fe d  m y s e l f ,  b e t t e r .  I  cou ld  have m ad e  m o re  of th e s e  two h o u rs !

F o r  one th ing  I knew  th a t  the W arb u rg s  had  given a  p a in tin g  to  th e  

W hite H o u se , and  sud d en ly  a g h a s t I c o u ld n 't r e m e m b e r  w hich  one it  w a s .

I  cou ld  have m ad e  i t  a  m o re  sp a rk lin g  2 h o u rs  fo r  th em  w ith som e b r ig h t  

l i t t l e  v ig n e tte s  of h is to ry ,  and  a  th o ro u g h  know ledge of th e i r  own 

re la t io n s h ip  to  the p r o g re s s  of th is ho u se .
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I w as to u ch ed  w hen Ja n e  sa id  - -  I  w as be ing  ecsta t i c  about 

the  f lo w e rm e n  and w hat lo v e ly  b o u q u ets  they  m a de - -  and  J a n e  sa id  "O h, ~ 

L ady  B ird  you m u s t  give c r e d i t  to  Bunny M ello n , I h av e  s e e n  h e r  

w o rk in g  on th e m  fo r  h o u rs  w ith  h e r  own h a n d s . "  And th e n  M r s .

W arb u rg  looked  a t the C ez an n es and sa id  " D o  you know , I have v is i te d  

in  th e  hom e of M r . L u r z u r   in the South of F ra n ce  (she m en tio n ed  

how m an y  y e a r s  ago) and th o se  p ic tu re s  w e re  hanging  on th e  w all! I 

saw  th e m  th e re  and I knew  th a t  he w as going to  w ill th e m  to  t h e  W hite 

H o u s e ."  .

^ It w as a  th o ro u g h ly  in te re s t in g  tw o h o u rs  b e fo re  J a n e  le f t  fo r

h e r  p lan e  and  C an ad a , and  the o th e r  th re e  la d ie s  w ith M r. W est fo r  

c o m p l e t i n g the to u r  of th e  d o w n s ta irs  f lo o r s .

At th re e  o 'c lo c k  I w ent down w ith  Lyndon to  th e  E a s t  Room 

fo r  h is  P r e s s  C o n fe re n c e . I  had  only to  s i t  in  th e  f ro n t ro w  and look  

p le a s a n t ,  and  y e t  th ey  a lw ays a ffe c t m e a s  though I w as going in to  

b a t t le .  Lyndon on the o th e r  hand  looked  c a lm , a s s u r e d ,  if  any th ing  

a lm o s t to o  m e a s u re d  in  h is  a n s w e rs ,  a s  he to ld  th em  abou t the  ap p o in tm en t 

of L in o w i tz ,  L lew elly n  T hom pson , and  Ellsw o rth  B u n k e r, and ou tlined  

o u r  com ing  t r ip  to  s ix  c o u n tr ie s .  I t w ill tak e  17 days and  c o v e r  

2 5 ,0 0 0  m ile s  . New Z ea lan d  and A u s tra l ia  and M an ila  and T h a ilan d

C, and  M a la y s ia  and  South K o re a , and b a c k  fo r  the re fu e lin g  s to p  by

A la sk a . P la in  b u s in ess , of c o u rse  - the M an ila  C o n fe ren ce  -  w ith  

a l l  the  n a tio n s  invo lved  m i l i ta r i ly  in  V ie tn a m . The ag en d a  w ill be
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m i l i t a r y  and n o n -m il i ta ry  a s p e c ts  of the w a r in ^ se a rc h  fo r  p e a c e .

It w ill be  the lo n g e s t t r ip  of any  P re s id e n t  s in c e  E is e n h o w e r 's

t r i p  to  Ind ia  and  P a k is ta n  and A f g hanis ta n  in  1959. He announced

th a t  I  w ould go a lo n g , m o s tly  to  be w ith h im , and in  s p a re  tim e  to
if ic a

lo o k  a t  h is to r ic  sp o ts  and c o n se rv a tio n  and b e a u tif ic a tio n  p r o je c ts .  

S u rp r is in g ly , the  q u es tio n s  w hen th ey  c a m e , w e re  n o t 

' * “'p r in c ip a l ly  on the  t r i p .  T hey  w e re  on the e x tre m e ly  c o n se rv a tiv e  

c a n d id a te s  in  the South, p a r t ic u la r ly  g u b e rn a to r ia l  c a n d id a te s , on 

th e  s to c k  m a r k e t ,  and  the c i t ie s  b i l l ,  r io tin g  in  th e  s t r e e t s ,  and  I 

^  w as g lad  to  h e a r  th e  one ab o u t the  G re a t  S ocie ty  f ro m  R ay S h e a re r

b e c a u s e  i t  gave Lyndon the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  sa y  "W e h av e  re co m m en d ed  

a p p ro x im a te ly  90 b i l ls  th is  s e s s io n  of C o n g re s s , a f te r  hav ing  th e  m o s t  

p ro d u c tiv e  s e s s io n  the  l a s t  s e s s io n  in  o u r h is to r y .  We have p a s s e d  

abou t 75 o f th o se  90 b i l ls  th ro u g h  bo th  h o u s e s . We e x p ec t to  g e t 

p ro b a b ly  10 m o re  in  the n ex t 10 d a y s . 8 5  ou t of 90 w ould b e  a  p r e t ty  

good b o x  s c o r e . "

H is co m m an d  of f a c ts ,  h is  o r d e r l in e s s ,  th e  s tre n g th  o f w hat 

he  s a id , m a d e  m e v e ry  p ro u d . I w ish  th e re  could  h av e  b e e n  a  l i t t l e  m o re  

change of p a c e  o r  h u m o r. T h e re  w as a  m o m en t in  a n sw e rin g  S arah  

w hose q u e s tio n  w as m o re  a  d ia tr ib e  th an  a  q u es tio n ,. A s I  le f t  one of 

V th e  n ew sm en  sa id  to  m e , "M rs .  Jo h n so n , b e c a u se  you w e re  s it t in g  in  ,

f ro n t ro w  in  th a t  c h a ir ,  we thought m aybe he w as going to  n o m in a te
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~t o-nom  you to  be A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l! " And th en  I w as ou 

w ith  t im e  to  w o rk  w ith  A shton  and  have a  s it t in g  w ith  M rs .  P h illip  

B a r r y  in  the  Q u e e n 's  R oom , and  have a  lo o k  a t  the  p a in tin g . 

U nhappily  I do n o t th in k  it  h a s  p ro f ite d  by th e  chang es  she  m a d e . ^

She is  su ch  a  d e tach ed  p le a s a n t  c a s u a lIf any th ing^it h a s  s u ffe re d , 

p e r s o n .  I  d o n 't m in d  th e se  s it t in g s  a t  a l l  and  e m p h a tic a lly  w an t 

to  com bine  m y  tim e  w ith h e r  ta le n t  to  g e t the  b e s t  p ro d u c t we c an .

^ ^ I t  tu rn e d  out to  be an  h o u r , and th en  I h ad  tim e  fo r  a  l i t t l e  r e s t

b e fo re  a  r e a l ly  im p o rta n t even t  ̂ ^ T h e goodbye p a r ty  fo r  the  G eo rg e  

B a l ls .  The B a lls  a r r iv e d  f i r s t  w ith  th e ir  son  D ouglas and  a  son  and  

d a u g h te r-in -law , th e  Jo h n  B a lls ,  and h is  b ro th e r  th e  S te w a rt B a lls ,  

an d  I a sk e d  the  k in fo lks to  p au se  w ith m e and lo o k  out the w indow  a t  

th e  en ch an ting view  of the W ashington  M onum ent in  the  changing  lig h ts  

of s u n s e t .  Soft p ink  on the w e s te rn  s id e , fa llin g  in to  shadow  on th e  

s id e  fac in g  u s .  It is  the g rea t^sh o w  in tow n - -  s u n se t  f ro m  the T ru m a n  

B a lc o n y , o r  f ro m  th is  window!

It w as a  h ap p y -sad  t im e .  I h a te  to  sa y  goodbye To  p eo p le  we 

h av e  w o rk ed  h a rd  w ith . T h e re  have been  a s e r ie s  of th em  - M a rth a  

and  L u th e r  H odges, th e  C e le b r e e z e s ,  the  G ro n o u sk is . One of th e  

•things I l i ke  b e s t  is  sh a rin g  i t  w ith the  f a m il ie s  of the p e o p le we a r e  

h o n o rin g . T ru d y  and  Jo e  F o w le r  w e re  th e r e ,  and  M a rg ie  M c N a m ara  

looking  b r is k  once m o re ,  and  B ob, and  L yd ia  and  N ick  K atzen b ach , 

and the P o s tm a s te r G e n e ra l .  We ta lk e d  abou t the  P o s t  O ffice a t  K a rn a c k .
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Stu and L ee  U d a ll. And Ja n e  F re e m a n  w ithout the  S e c re ta ry  who is  

off cam p a ig n in g . And Jo h n  an d  M ary  C o n n e r. A nd th e  W ir tz e s .

J a n e  d e lig h ted  m e b y  say ing  once m o re  th a t  she had  n e v e r  had  a  

h a p p ie r  t im e  in the  W hite H ouse th an  a t the  p a r ty  fo r  th e i r  c h ild re n . 

T he R u sk s c o u ld n 't  co m e , and  H u b e rt w as out of tow n a ls o .  Two 

o ld S ta te  D ep a rtm en t hands w e re  th e r e  - -  th e  A v e re ll  H a r r im a n s  

an d  th e  L le w e l ly n  T hom psons —  and fro m  the s ta f f  th e  Bob K in tn e rs

1 . %and the  W alt R o sto w s. The T hom psons w ere  such  in te re s t in g  g u e s ts ,

Lyndon in  h is  e x tre m e ly  d ir e c t  w ay w ent r ig h t up to  M rs .  T hom pson

and  p u t h is  a rm  a ro u n d  h e r ,  and  spoke g low ingly  abou t th e  s a c r i f ic e  sh e
two

is  m aking  a n d how tru e  it  i s ,  to leav e  two g i r l s ,  th e y  a re ^ I  be lieve^  12 

and  15, in  b o a rd in g  schoo l is  a  rugged  t e s t  of  p a t r io t i s m , and few  

a r e  the  p eo p le  who can  p a s s  i t .  She is  a l s o ^  I u n d e rs ta n d  ̂ giving up a  v e ry  

lu c ra t iv e  job. F o r  w h a tev e r  i t  is  w o rth , know s th e r e  is  a  m an  

th a t  s u re  a p p re c ia te s  i t * ^ - ^ a t  i s ,  Lyndon, and who b e lie v e s  the  co u n try  

in  tu rn  a p p re c ia te s  i t .

Lyndon to ld  m e  we m u s t  t r y  to  do som e «  sw eet, th in g s  fo r  . 

th e  g i r l s  to  m ak e  up to  th em  a t  le a s t  a  b it, and I th in k  I c a n .

It w as an  in te re s t in g  tim e  w ith a  h ig h ly  co n g en ia l com pan y 

f o r  m e . Lym don w as v e ry  la te ,  b u t nobody could  have b een  m o re  u n d e r -

stan d in g  th an  th is  g ro u p . It gave m e a chance f o r  th e  b e s t  ta lk  I  have 

e v e r  h ad  w ith  M r. B a ll . He to ld  m e about tibcx h is  th re e  te r m s  of 

s e rv ic e  w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t. He got h e re  one m o n th  a f te r  FD R , s ta y e d
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a couple  of y e a r s  th a t tim e ; r e tu rn e d  in  the 40s in  a  d if fe re n t

d e p a r tm e n t fo r  a  s e v e ra l  y e a r s  piaxx h itch ; and th e n  cam e  b a c k

fo r  five  and a  h a lf  y e a r s  w ith  K en n ed y -Jo h n so n .

L y n d o n 's  sp e ec h  w as f ro m  a  p re p a re d  te x t .  I t cou ld  have

b e e n  b e t te r  w ith o u t. B ut th e  w o rd s  and d e liv e ry  w e re  r e a l ly  g r e a t .

He d e s c r ib e d  G eo rg e  B a ll, a s  he often  h as  b ee n , a s  the  d e v il 's

ad v o ca te  tak in g  the  o th e r s id e , b u t doing i t  b e ca u se  he had  b een  a sk e d

to do i t  to  e x p lo re  e v e ry  an g le , to  la y  on th e  ta b le  e v e ry  p a th  th a t

m ig h t be fo llow ed .

And then  we gave th em  a  s i lv e r  s i lv e r  c ig a re t te  b o x  w ith  th e

s ig n a tu r e s  of a l l  the  C ab in e t, and  books to  G eo rg e  B a l l 's  tw o so n s ,

and th en  the h igh  p o in t of th e  evening to  m e w as G eo rg e  B a l l 's  r e s p o n s e ,

c o m p le te ly  w ithou t n o te s , e x tre m e ly  e ru d ite  and I b e lie v e  s in c e re ;

d is a g re e  he m a y  often  w ith  r e s p e c t  and even  lik ing I th in k  he  does.  I  
^ ) A

w as to u ch ed  and p le a s e d . We ta lk e d  about w hat he  w as going to  do 

n e x t. T hey  a r e  off fo r  I ta ly  to m o rro w  fo r  a  long and le is u re ly  jo u rn e y  

w h e re v e r  th e i r  fan cy  ta k e s  th em , and  a  fr ie n d 's  v i l la  th e y  c a l l  h e a d -

q u a r t e r s . I  w as im m e n se ly  en v io u s . He sa id  so m e tim e  he  w as going 

to  s t a r t  w ritin g  a  book . I w o n d e r if  in v o lu n ta rily  I f lin ch e d  . He 

s a id , "D o n 't w o rry ; i t 's  not going to  be m e m o i r s . " I got th e
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im p re s s io n  he m e a n t the g o ss ip y , in s ta n t h is to ry  s o r t  of th ing

ft]th ere h as  b een  su ch  a  sp a te  th e se  d ay s .

And th en  he sa id  " I w ould lik e  to  , if  th e  P r e s id e n t  a g r e e s ,  

d e d ic a te  i t  to  h im . It w ould be m y  fee lin g s on the fo re ig n  p o li cy  , ”

W hen th e y  le f t  bo th  he and  M rs .  B a ll k is s e d  m e , and  I  f e l t  

lik e  th e y  h ad  p inned  a m e d a l on m e .

Lyndon w as off am ong th e  e a r l i e s t  g u e s ts  w ith  a  b r i s k  s te p  

b a c k  to  h is  o ffice , and a f te r  the  l a s t  g u e s t had  d e p a r te d , I  d id  a  l i t t le  

w o rk , had  su p p e r  on a  t r a y  in  b ed  a t  n ine o 'c lo c k  fee lin g  lik e  a  

d e s e r t e r  /  i^and then  had  a  m a s s a g e ,  and w as re a d y  fo r  s le e p  by  te n .

. /

m


