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‘ Thursdayt: October 6th was a busy Wh1te House Day In
;the mormng I put on my pers1mmon wool suit, Jean Lou:.s combed
" rrxy halr, and I went .to the Flsh Room w1th Lyndon to have our p1cture

made for Look Magaznde We are lucky‘ on plctures made tooether .
except those casual ones at the ranch, And then back to the West Hall

_to have a meeting on,‘ of all thmgs, Chrlstrnas, W1th Bess before .she '

- headed -

vanlshes a/d heABE for the Pacific, and Sandy Fox and Betty Hogue.

We talked about the .creshz,. 'Alas) Mrs. Howard virill not do it a.g‘ai.n.l
( S We had loved it 80 these three. Christrhases.‘ We are tryin'g-‘to ge‘t‘. one
A _ from the Srnithsonian. S |

' Wm the Chr1stmas parties and settled on tentative

- dates for the onep for the staff and the1r chﬂdren and the under-

s privileged-ehrﬂdren -~ that_is always one of my favorites - and :
'1ater for the Diploroatic cht}.d-ren; a.nd then one for the éressWom'en;
and Sandy,.‘that resourc'efui ‘artistic rhan, and Bess spread out'all
“of our proposed Chnstxnasv gifts. We d1scussed thenr pro and corr,
mcludmg peach preserves and honey from the LBJ’ Ra.nch and deer

N meat sausage and home—baked bread and got out all the lists. |
Somewhere,.._ sometmde Itry to pla.n ahead as much ;as possi.bl_e,-“
I _want to fill each of the Chrishriases ‘h_erevful'l to the brim, but organize '
o~ _' - _as well ahead of tJ;.rne as Ican _so__th:a_tQhr:istmas._.ittseltean be';fo’vrﬁjoy ;

a nd not for confusion.
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At twelve —th1rty I had o luncheon guest} Jane Enge’lghard and

I{
three of her fr1ends, Mrs Bragja (she is Ma.rcon1 s daughter), o

' Mrs . Houghton whom I thmk I met fxsc f1rst with the Douglas Dlllons,-

Mrs Warburg, four elegant pohshed beaut:.ful women who 11ve in

| - the world of the very rich that I have looked mto these last few years

but always as a visitor, never.qulte at home.’ I feel though}that I have
some "friends in it. Jane I think is -one. And ,?Jv'/r‘ﬁfz really
.exc1t1ng mterestmg people who know so much about ma.ny thmgs

v C " L that I don't and that I would'like to learn. -

T

" We sat in the West Hall and had sherry, They had come" to

e talk to me about being the honor guest at the1r annual banquet to raise

- funds for mternatmnal education. They really work at it. They know

.‘ a lot about it. The bulk of the funds‘ of the oi".g‘aniﬁation afe p'r'o'vided‘
dby foundatmns, such as Ford and Rockefeller, and by the federa.l |
governrnent, to prov1de 1nterv1ews and gu1dance ahnxxdx .abroad‘ |

- , for prospectwe students and to make scholatshlps ayaﬂable. The X
l' Dn-ectors ar'e'trustees among which 1 gather these women are really

o »very act1ve memlber’s.. They raise about 50 thnusand annually w1th

th1s ‘ball and do a 51zeab1e measure of the gu1dance and the work of

the or gan1zat1on .
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" The ball itself sounds such fun; I found myself wanting to go.

'It is 11m1ted to 400and many of the names of the regular comers were
people Iknew -- Uﬁa. Astor, the Rockefellers, Mary.
' fiThey never t;cc try to expand In fact they hold it down to “we favorlte

. ;'few. 80 husbands would want to attend Jane sa1d My‘ d1ff1cu1ty

is the ever- recurrmg one that there are at lea.st 2 dozen such events

la year that I have some real personal call to go to, two or three

sponsored by our own Cabinet wives whom T think of almostas‘family.

S If you start, where do you stop?

Fe'eling awkward and ungracious, Itried to explain this.

And then there is always the fact that I can'ne\-r_er predict Lyndon's

. activities, and I told them I would let them know sometirne 1n November.

' Then we went downstairs to the first floor dining room.

Lyndon was having news‘paperrnenvin the family dining room, and |

M

_:hesides I wante.d'lunch in\t]'ane's room. I drew her in.the conv_ersation
a about what “s.tate' she had tound. the room in, what'”she had. done to it .

':'Bhere had been a large eagle emblazoned on a11 four walls, Now only
one eagle rema.med There had been a great expanse of mouldmg o

where the wall joined the ceﬂmg much of it has been str1pped away -

new and stronger, very handsmme manti% was found Mr Dupont
worked with.her every step of the way. She speaks very affectmnately

of hnn Once at her mother-m-law 8 she not1ced some of the Ihm:sx

. HbmeAmx Harrlson china. She asked about it. Yes, it had been in the _

3 i
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the White House, a.nd Jane said ”Well, you Just sa1d goodbye to.

it._ Iam going to give 1t back to the Wh1te House.” It is some. of

'<my favorlte with the. graceful corn and whleat pattern around the . |

edge. It ebpeak‘e of plentjr.f

(‘Some\,'vhere along the way I noticed a ‘sparl'de in the eye mE&x

-~ the extra lift of interest of the other three ladies at being on the

.second ﬂoor, gnd I asked if after our coffee they would hke to go see
the Lincoln Room and the Queen s Room. They would mdeed One :
_of them had never seen it, another not in years. Mrs Bragga (?) said she

_had' stood in line one hot summer day for about 2 hours to go through

the White House, although she knew she could have called Jane and

: gotten some sort of spec.ial treatment but she didn't want to.A‘And so -

we had a thorough tour. And I was touched a”c’i‘;lighted Whenpeople,

. especially people as sophisticated and traveled as these, are really

thrilledy perhaps just a trifle awedpat seeing the White House. And

I also feel}d:.stmctly annoyed at mys elf foir not havmg prepared myself

- br1efed myself, better. 1 could ha.ve made more of the se two hours.
" For one ‘thing I knew that the Warburgs had given a painting to the

" White House, and suddenlyA aghast I couldn't remember which one it was.
) : ) A . R ‘

I could have made it a more sparkling 2 hours for them with some hright

little vignettes of histoi'y, and a thorough knovs)ledge of their own:. ‘

relationship to the progress of'th’is}xouse.v :
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I Qés touched when Jane said -- I was being estatic about
the "fl‘owermen' a.nd _wha_.tlo‘velY“bquuets‘ t_hey ma.de -— ahd.Jane.svald "Oh,
Lady Idird 'you must give credit to Bunhy Mellon; I have.seen her
workmg on them for hours with her own hands M And then Mrs .

,Warburg looked at the Cezannesf.nd said.'""Do you know, I have v1s1ted

in the home of Mr. Lycziel in the Southr of ,France (she mentioned .
" how ma.ny years ago) and those pictures were hanging on the Wall!'l R

'sa.u‘r them there ahd I krlew that he was g'oing‘ to will them to the .‘White'
' l—Iouse. 0w | o | | |
It was a thoroughly ihte'resting two hours before d’ane left forv_
- her plane and.Cariad:a, and the other three ladies w1thMr AWest for
c‘ompleteﬂ‘ng. the tour of the dowhstairs ﬂoors-.
At three o clock I went down w1th Lyndon to the East Roomu
for his Press Conference. Ihad only to s1t in the front row and look
ol'easant,' 'and siet they}a.lways affect me as though Iwas going into |
battle.'. Lyhd.on on thei other hand lookedﬁcalm, assured, if ansrthing
al_most too measured mv his answers, as he told them about the a.ppointment'
| of me}rowﬂ:z Llewellyn Thompson, and Elosworth Bunker a.nd outlmed
our oommg trlp to_sp; countrles. It will take 17 days and cover
25, 000 mi..le‘s:.' Ne{v_ Zealand and Australia and Manila and Thailand
- and Mala.ys'ia and South Koreaé and back for.the refueling sto;l by
' Ala.ska. | Plain 'busin.ess of cours‘e -" the Manila Conference = with' "

all the na.t1ons 1nvolved m111tar1ly in Vietnam, The agenda. w1ll be
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milif:ary and non-military aspects of the war inAsea.rCh for peace. .

- It will be the longest trip of any President since Eisenhower's

trip to India and Pakdstan and Afﬁig'{afnistan in 1959. 'He announced
that I wquld‘ go along, ‘n_iostly to be with him, and in spare time to
’ ' DR ‘ ifica B

look at historic spdts and conservation and beautdfifation p'roj’ects.' .

"Surprisingly,‘the questions when they came, were not

candidates in the South, pal_;ticuiarly_gubernatprial candidates, on

the stock market, and the cities bill, rioting in i:he' streets, and I
was glad to hear the one about the Great 'Svociety'from Ray Shearer

because it gave Lyxidon the opportunity to say '""We have: recommended

_a pproximately 90 bills this session of Congreés, after having the most -
. productive sessioﬁ the last session in our history. We have passed

" about 75 of those 90 bills through both houses. We expect to get-.

probably 10 more in the next 10 days.%tz 3f 90 would be a pretty .

- good box score."

H_ié command of facts, his ordierliness, the strength fof what

ﬁe said, ma‘dé me very ﬁroud.‘ I wish there could hé.ve been a little mo'rei‘ -

cha.n‘vge of 'ééce of humor, There was a momeht in "ans‘wering Safa%-. .

' ‘w>hose qubesfio-h was moré a diatribe th‘a.n a question,, As I left oné of -
‘the newsmen _lsaid té me, "Mrs. JAt.)hrison; because you weré; sittiﬁg in

:fhe front row in .thé.t c‘h'aii'-," we thought ﬁﬁ?be he wéé going t;-ﬁc;fr;i-natev
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‘te—nem-mate yod to be Attorney G'enerall.“ .And then I was od B
with t1rne to work with Ashton and have a s1tt1ng ‘with Mrs. Ph1111p
]darry 1n ‘the Qneeen' s‘ Itoom, and have a look at the pamtmg. |
LUnhapplly I do not thmk it has proflted by the changes she made. k /
If. anythmg’1t has t:mffered/’7 She is such a detached pleasant casual
person, I don't mind these 31tt1ngs at ‘all and emphatlcally want
to combme my tn‘neﬂw1th gher talent to get the best product we ~can.
& It turned out to be an hour, and then I had time for a little rest -
. before a really lrnportant_event,,_ he goodb‘lye partf for the George :
Balls. The Balls arrlved f1rst w1th their son Douglas and a son and
daughterr-m —law, the J' ohn Balls, and his brother the Stewart Balls,
and I asked the kinfolks to pause with me and look out the window at
the enchantgi"r}view of the Washlngton Monu.ment in the changing lights |
of snnset._ Soft p.ink'on” the We_s_tern.side,. falling into ehadow on .the
side facing us, It is th‘e. great"’show m town _l 'sunSet from the Tlrurnan‘
‘ jBalcony. or from this window.

It was a hanpy'-sad t:Lme. I hate to say goodbyeifo people we
have worked hard w1th There have been a series of them - Martha
:and Luther Hodges the Cel’ebreezes the B Gronousk1s. One of the
things 1 lile best is sharing it‘ with the f_amil;ies of the peopl%we are
honoring, Trudy and Joe Fowler were there, and ‘Margie Mcl\lamara.

lookmg br1sk once more, and Bob and Lydla and N1ck Katzenbach

and the PostxnasterGeneral We talked about the Post Off1ce at Karnack. '
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Stu and Lee Udall. And Jane Freeman without the Secr_etery who is

off cafnpa.igning. And John and Mary Conner., And the Wirtzes,
. Jane delighted me by »saying‘ once more that she had never had a
happier time in the White House than at the party for their ghildi'en;

N The Rusks couldn't come, and Hubert was_ out of town also,. Two

bld State Departxhent hands were there -- the Averell Harrinians :
A,

- ~and the *Llewella.nﬂ Thompsons -~ and from the staff the Bob’ Kmtners

and the Walt Rostows. a‘he Thompsons were such mterestmg guests,

: Lyndon in his extremely d1rect wa.y went r1ght'up to Mrs. Thompson

~and put his arm areuhd her, and spoke 'glowingly'abo.ut the sacrifice she

— _—~ - two

© is makin d how true it is o leave tow girls, they are I believe 12

~and 15, in boarding school is a rugged test of kha:‘patriotiem; and feW

—

are the people who can pass it. She is alsopl understand,giving up a very
'lucra.tive job "For 'whatever it is ' worth, «he knows there is a man

. whe
~that sure apprecmtes 1t,.._’rhat is," Ly'ndon, and ke beheves the country

m turn apprec1ates 1t
Lyndon told me we must try to do some W sweet thmgs for A
the girls to make up to them at least a b1t, and I thmk I can,

It was an mterestmg t1me with a hlghly congenw.l company

for me. Lyndon was very late, but nobody could have been more under- .

“standing than .this group. It éave me a chance for the best ta.lk Ihave -

ever had with Mr. ‘Ball. 'He told me about thxx his three terms of -

'se'rvice with the government. He got here one month after FDR, stayed

i e mae e n e e e L p e




i
7 N

MEMORANDUM |

THE WHITE 'H'ousiz
- WASHINGTON
Thursda‘y October 6, 1966 —{page 9
a couple of years that time; returned m the 40s in a different
department for a several ?ears piccx%i.‘tch;' and then came back
for five and ahalf y‘ea,rs with Kenned?-J ohn,eon'.-
’Lyndon‘s ‘spbeel‘c»h was frorn a prepared. te};:t It eonld ha.ve
b een better w1thout But the words and del1very were really great
I-le descrlbed George ]dall, as he often has been, as the devil's
advocate ta.kmg the other 51de, but dolng lt‘ becddse he had been askedb
to do it to ex?lore every a.ngle," to lay on the table evei‘y path that
| : m1ght be followed | | |
And then we gave them a s1lver sﬂver c1garette box w1th the

s ignatures _of all the Cabmet, and books to George Ball's two ,sons,

and then the high point of the evening to me was George Ball“s fesponse.'

completely without notes, extremely erudite and I believe sincere; .
disagree he may oftenAwith respect)an'd even 1ik‘c I think he does . 1

. was touched and pleased We talked a.bout what he was gomg to do
' . ‘ 2 mo"fJM -

next They are off for Italy tomorrow for a long and lelsurely/_]ourney

» v \d]
'_'wherever the1r fancy ta.kes them, anda Eica\zdf v111a they call head- :

: quarters.. I was immensely envious. He said sometime he was going

~ to start writing a book. I wonde r if involuntarily I flindhed. He

said, ""Don't worry; it's not going to be memoirs." I got the
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1mpressmn he meant the gossipy, instant hlstory sort of thmg

T

thért/has been such a spate}these days.

‘ A_nd then he said "I would hke to R 1£ the Pres1dent agrees, .
| ..dedmate 1t to hnn It would be my feelmggon the forelgn polkcy Mo
When they left both he and Mrs Ball k1ssed me, ‘and I felt
11ke they had pinned a me dal on me,
Lyndon was off among the earhest guests w1th a.br1sk step
: back to his office, and after the last guest had departed 1 d1d a little
:Y'.'ofk'}}ad. supper on a tsey_ﬁn bed at nine q‘clog}chﬁ feeltng like a
‘ ‘de'ser_ter.,‘ and then had a massege ] and was :teady forA sleep by ten.

./
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