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Sunday, O ctober 9th w as a je w e l o f a f a l l  d ay  w itir b lue  

and g o ld . I w ok e up e a r ly . O nce m o re  Lyndon had  n o t  s l e p t  

w e l l .  I th ink it  i s  th e m ounting te n s io n  o f th e a p p ro a c h in g  t r i p .

T h e se  la s t  tw o  m o rn in g s  I have m ad e a  r e - d i s c o v e r y  of 

th e  w o n d erfu l w orld  o f th e  e a r ly  m o rn in g . I h a v e  b e e n  u p  a t  7;30 

w alk in g  in  th e  dew  o f th e  fr e s h  new  d ay. T h e re  i s  a  f e e l in g  of 

e x h ila ra tio n  about it th at is  h ea d ier  than w in e . L yndon  a s k e d  m e to  

g et in  and go w ith  h im  to  th e R eagan  w ith, a paper cup of c o f fe e in

m y  hand. I s a id , " Y es, but you m u st be su r e  to  get m e  back  in  tim e  

to  be d r e s s e d  fo r  church." H is jo y  is  so  app arent, a s  n o u rish in g  a s  

e a tin g , in  look in g  at th e  cro p s  and th e d e e r , and ask in g  D a le  M eek s  

and D a le  M a le c h e k  co n sta n t q u estio n s  on the ta lk in g  m a ch in e  about 

th e  fe n c e s  and th e  d e e r  food . He is  a b so lu te ly  d ea f to  m y r em in d e r s  

th at i t  i s  25 m in u tes  to  n in e , 20 m in u tes  to  n in e , and w e  fin a lly  

d ro v e  up at hom e at a q u arter  o f  n in e . I w a s fu r io u s . How could I 

p o s s ib ly  b e  bathed and d r e s s e d  and read y  for  church  in  ten  m in u tes?  

A c tu a lly , I th ink  ^  r e a lly  en joys it  - -  se e in g  how  q u ick ly  he can  g e t  

r ea d y  and m ak in g  m e  do th e  s a m e j

W ith a co m b in ation  o f r e sen tm en t and a m u sem en t I h u rr ied  

m a d ly , w as in  th e  ca r  by n in e , and w e w e r e  on ly  fiv e  m in u tes  la te ,  

w ith  L u c i and P a t and M a rie  and J a k e , to  S t. F r a n c is  X a v ier  w h ich  

w a s a b so lu te ly  jainm ed^including a few  cry in g  b a b ie s . L u c i looked  a  

l i t t le  w an . She has sounded so  fo r  m o re  than a w eek  now .
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A fter  ch u rch  w e p au sed  at the door and soon  w e w ere  b ein g  

g r e e te d  by a ll  the co n g reg a tio n , the S im on B u rgs and F r e d e r ic k  

B u r g s , and v a r io u s  Kle in s and Wie n h e im e r s , and then w ith  Lyndon  

d r iv in g  o v e r  the Danz and M artin  r a n c h e s . T h ere  a re  s t i l l  su n -

f lo w e r s , a  few  l i t t le  pu rp le a s te r s  . The "snow  on th e m ou ntain" is  

gon e, and a sp rin k ljn g  of y e llo w  flo w e r s  in the p a s tu r e .

Lyndon sa id , " L et's  have som e com pany fo r  d in n er," and 

b egan  to  r a ttle  off p eop le  that he w ould l ik e .  He a sk ed  M a rie  to  s ta r t  

phoning th e m . So^quickly, w ith only s ix  hou rs notice^ a dinner p arty

o f 14 g e^ p u t to g e th er  at our h ou se, w ith  p eop le  com in g  fro m  anyw here  

fro m  15 m ile s  to  200 m ile s  aw ay . And then at e le v e n -th ir ty  wTHtfar w ith  

c o n s id e ra b le  d eterm in a tio n  I got out of the ca r  fo r  m y  w ild flo w er  

h unting. I had arran ged  w ith B etty  to  take off a few  h ou rs o f sea r c h in g  

w ith  m e .

T h is i s  the en orm ou s bonus of gettin g  up e a r ly  and going to  

ch u rch  e a r ly  - -  a w hole day unfurls in fron t o f you , a  lo n g , r ich  

p o s s e s s io n .  When I rea ch ed  B etty  she sa id  " le t's  take T om  along  

w ith  u s . He know s m o r e  about it  than I d o ."  So th e th re e  oscx of 

us s e t  out w ith J e r r y  d r iv in g , and in th e ir  p a s tu re s  we found som e  

of the ta ll  d a is ie s  that grow  fro m  4  to 8 fe e t  high on the country  

r o a d s id e s , brigh t y e llo w  flo w e r s  about the s iz e  of a s i lv e r  d o llar  

on a ll  s id e s  o f  the s te m , a sh ow y, sp e c ta cu la r  sp la sh  o f c o lo r .

V
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Y es,' th e s e  w ere  ju st  what I w anted! And in one o f th e ir  p a s tu r e s  we  

saw  a w hole h il ls id e  of purp le ga y  fe a th er , a sp ik e  fro m  2 to  3 fe e t  

high  th at i s  a so lid  m a s s  o f tin y  purp le f lo w e r e t t e s .  T h ey  w ere  

p a s t  b lo o m in g , a lm o s t  go in g  to  s e e d , but not qu ite r e a d y . We tr ie d  

getting  som e of the s e e d , and then Tom  took *^ ^ h is knife and dug 

up the bulb fro m  w hich  th is  p lant g r o w s, and he p r o m is e d th at he 

and B etty  would dig up a la r g e  num ber o f bulbs and p lan t th em  out 

fo r  m e so m e tim e  th is  w in ter  when th ey  a re  d orm an t .

N ext we drove up the B lan co  ratx ro a d . We to o k  a lon g  a 

ph otograp h er and got som e p ic tu r e s  o f the lo v e ly  ex p a n se s  o f th is  

b r illia n t  y e llo w  d a isy  on th e ta l l  s ta lk . T h is is  to  sen d  to  D eW itt 

G reer  w ith  a p p rec ia tio n  and h op es o f m o r e . It m ad e th e r id e  to  

B la n co  a jo y . When th ey  a r e  go in g  to  s e e d  B etty  and T om  p r o m ise d  

to  g e t  J a m e s  and gath er  som e of the s e e d s  for us to put ou t a long the  

fen ce  row s and the r o a d s id e s  in  the 80 a c r e s .

M ean w h ile , I had c a lle d  J ew e ll M a lech ek  to s e e  i f  sh e  would  

p ick  up B e tty 's  daughter wh^*^ad been  le f t  at h o m e, and ta k e  C lar i e  

and h e r  b o y s and Mann to  the sw im m in g  pool so  we cou ld  keep  on r id in g  

and w ork in g  w ith  a c le a r  consciencê

B a ck  at the ran ch , we drove down to the b ir th p la ce  auix and 

then to  the en tran ce  and then w e st up through the 80 a c r e s  to  the  

Danz ̂ putting out in each  p la ce  so m e  o f the s e e d s  w e had  c o lle c te d  

and ta lk in g  about w h ere  w ould be good p la c e s  to  put m o r e . It w as
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th re e  o 'c lo c k  b efo re  w e returned^ravenous  ̂ to  the m a in  h o u se . We 

had been  in touch  with Lyndon so  we would g et th ere  to g e th e r . And  

we a ll  sa t  down to  the ta b le , L yndon, the s ta ff , the W ein h eim ers  

an d I, and P a t and L u c i, w ith the d e lic io u s  s e n se  o f having had a  

good m o rn in g , and I w as fe e lin g  how n ice  it  w as to  have n e igh b ors  

 who knew  as m u ch  about the w ild f lo w e r s , lik ed  th em , and w ere  

- .w illin g  to  h elp  m e  w ith  th em .

B etty  and I a ls o  ta lk ed  about how good it would be , and it  

w as sh e  who o r ig in a ted  the id ea , if  a lo c a l B oy  Scout troop  w ould  

plan t a  lo t  o f  the w ild flow er  s e e d s  around th e ir  B oy Scout hut.

T h is is  fa s t  gettin g  to  be an a ddic tio n  o f m in e  -  w ild f lo w e r s  

o f the E d w ard 's p la tea u .

, A fte r  lunch I took  a r e s t  but rsazaz not L yndon. He tookjfl  ̂

a r id e  w ith  th e W ein h e im ers, ta lk in g  s to c k . I got up about 5 when  

I h eard  that the John H ills  w ere  taxi i ng 'iii:o  the h an gar, and on the  

w ay outH to m e e t  them  ran  in to  the M ou rsunds and the H eaths and 

the R ubys and the M elv in  W inters and the Don T h o m a ses  who w ere  

a r r iv in g  in  a caravan  so  it  wound up by tw o ca r lo a d s  o f u s se ttin g  

out to  m e e t  Lyndon on the R eagan . Lyndon a lw ays has the o p tim is t ic  

b e lie f  th at ten  p eop le  can g e t in to  one c a r , and he w ants th em  a l l  

around h im . T h is t im e  th er e  w ere  15 and we couldn 't quite m ak e i t .
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So, A . W. drove the s ta tio n  w agon and c a r r ie d  m e  and 

a ll  the la d ie s  and J e s s e ,  w h ile  Lyndon jwho had n e v e r  b een  out 

of the c a r  w ith  the top down a ll  day long  ex ce p t for  church^^'^d

lu n ch , continued  h is  to u r . He is  a  sun w o r sh ip e r , a land lo v e r ,  

and so  in d eed  am  I, ex cep t I lik e  it b e tter  on fo o t . .

I to ld  the John H ills  how  n e a r ly  I had c o m e  to  reach in g

th eir  ranch  on one of m y  r iv e r  w a lk s , and that I p a r t ic u la r ly  w anted

to  s e e  th e ir  Indian C a v e . I a sk ed  if  the d raw ings w ere  ju s t  g e o m e tr ic a l

or  i f  th ey  w ere  s t ic k  m e n . Oh, n o , sa id  John, th e r e  are  s e v e r a l
■*' , x c h u n -  ------

a n im a ls  you c an c le a r ly  t e l l ,  one v e r y  good b u ffa lo , and  /  fortu nately

during a flood  t r e e s  and d eb ris cra m m ed  the ca v e  to  it s  m ou th , and 

in  an a ttem p t to c le a n  it  out the ran ch  hands had s e t  f ir e  to  i t ,  the  

w a lls  of the ca v e  had b ecom e b la ck en ed  and so m e o f the d raw in gs ob -  

l i t e r a te d .  I  p r o m ise d  m y s e lf  to go and s e e  th e m .

M elv in  and 'Wc N ita  sa id  th ey  had c lo s e d  down th e ir  to u rs  o f  

e x o tic  a n im a ls  a fte r  Lab or Day , but p r o m ise d  m e  I cou ld  co m e and s e e  

th e  d ino sa u r 's  tr a c k s  ciny tim e  I w anted  to . M y own s m a ll p ie c e  o f the  

w o rld  is  s o  r ich  w ith  th ings that I want to  do and s e e !  We sp en t the  

teacBoc tim e -o f-the- long-shadow s rxgx rid ing  arou n d . The b ig  red  d eer  

i s  g e ttin g  r e a lly  d a n gerou s, and D ale  M eek s and D ale  M a lech ek  both  

w arn  us a g a in st going ev en  too  c lo s e  to  the en o rm ou s high fe n c e .  

S o m etim e s  he w ill  ch a rg e  it th ey  s a y . He m igh t ev en  p o s s ib ly  break  i t .
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The T ex a s L on gh orn s, w ith  th e ir  g rea t sp rea d  o f  hflxuacpc h o r n s ,

en o r m o u s ly  p ic tu re sq u e , and the buffalo too - -  we sa w  th em  at a d ista n ce

a c r o s s  the pastu re^ looked  quite at h o m e . E very th in g  that h a s  e v e r

liv e d  h e r e  I w e lco m e  back  w ith  g rea t s a t is fa c t io n . M y lik in g  fo r  the

' t r u l y  ex o tic  gam e , the Si k a  fro m  Japan, the fa llo w  d eer  fro m  I . j)
E ngland, the axis  from /In d ia , huge b lu e  nilgai an te lop e  fro m  A fr ic a ,

is  not m u ch . I w ould lik e  to s e e  th em  in th e ir  own h ab ita t s o m e t im e s .

H ere^on the E d w ard ’s p la tea u , I p r e fe r  what is  n a t iv e .

T he days a re  gettin g  sh o r te r , and I b egru d ge th em . , My

' f  : s p ir its  a lw a y s b e g in  to  l i f t  about D e c . 23rd when th ey  once m o r e
V, '

b eg in  to  length en^ little  by l i t t l e .

When the la s t  ra y  w as gone fro m  the sk y  - - s u n s e t  i s  e a r ly  

now  - -  about 6:15 -  w e w ent back  to  th e  m a in  ra n ch . W hile th e g u e s ts  

w ere  s itt in g  around having a  drink, I w ent up to  s e e  L u c i, c u r le d  up on  

t h e  bed  and had a good lon g  ta lk  w ith  h e r . H er f ir s t  fou r days in A u stin  

w e re  s h e e r  p u rg a to ry , she sa id , w ith a lin e  of k id s d r iv in g  b y  p a s t  

h e r  h ou se  poi n ting  and look ing  and everyb od y  at th e  g r o c e r y  s to r e

CL’'
and the laundrjr m a t w h ere  sh e  w en t,-^ sk in g  for a u to g ra p h s, and th en  . 

it  began to  s to p , and now  it  w as ju st  f in e . E veryb od y  le f t  h e r  a lon e  

ex cep t a l l  of h er  m an y  fr ie n d s , and she and P a t w e r e  lo v in g  A u stin .

W e'll n ev er  get K im b er ley  back; she lo v e s  that l i t t le  dog so  m uch; 

sh e  g iv e s  so  m uch tim e to  h e r , and th ere  is  so  m u ch  h a p p in ess  b etw een  

th em . I w ouldn't have the h e a r t to  a sk  fo r  h er  b ack . N ot ev en  fo r
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Picasso's com panion  and B la n c o 's .

H er thank-you n o tes  have been  su p erb . But not enough .

She has q u a lity , that ch ild , but not dogged d is c ip lin e . She w as  

h o s te s s  a t the l i t t le  tab le  and I had Judge H eath on m y  r igh t and 

d ea r  M elv in  on m y  le f t .  He is  a lw a y s one of the c lo s e s t  on es in  m y  

th in k in g . We w ere  a fu ll tab le o f 14. And the evening fo r  m e , and  

f o r  Ly n don I am  su r e , had th at p rec io u s  fe e lin g  o f so m eth in g  that 

w ould  not be soon  r ep ea ted . T om orrow  we would be back to  W ashington  

fo r  a h e c t ic  w eek , and then th is  17 day tr ip . So, th is  w as a golden  

in ter lu d e  - -  a  l i t t le  personal g em  b efo re  our job c la im s  us a g a in .

D uring our w ild flo w er  r id e , we had stopped  at G randm a  

B u rg 's  and sh e  had g iven  us g r ea t a rm fu ls  of the b eautifu l pu rp le  

a s te r s  th at grow  lik e  a  bxceyxx bush  in h er  y a rd . She c a l ls  th em  

m ou ntain  d a is ie s .  She p r o m ise d  to  d ivide th em  w ith  m e  in  the  

sp r in g  w hen th ey  cam e up. I had brought th e  arm lo a d  h om e and  

a rra n g ed  th em  in  a w hite iro n sto n e  p itch er  bn the c o ffe e  ta b le .

T hey w e re  lo v e ly . Ai»^- d ream ed  of the tim e w hen I w ould have a  

m a s s  o f th em  down at the b irth p lace  hou se  for  O ctob er b ou q u ets.
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