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T h u r s d a y  O c to b e r  20th  I aw oke  e a r l y  In  C o b ha m  (? )
R o o m  in the  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l ' s H o u s e ,  W ell in g to n ,  N ew  Z e a la n d

F i r s t  I h a d  co ffe e  an d  r e a d  the  p a p e r s ,  b u t  I c o u ld n 't  r e s i s t  the  u rg e

to  e x p lo r e .  T he  h o u se  i s  a  b ig  r a m b l in g  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  I

tijdtoocx th in k  in  l a t e  V ic to r i a n  d a y s ^ s c a t t e r e d  in  c o m f o r ta b le  d ig n i ty

on a  lo n g  s p r e a d  of, r o l l in g  g r e e n  lawn.: T h e  m a jo r  r o o m s  a r e

n a m e d  a f t e r  f o r m e r  G o v e rn o r  G e n e r a l s .  I  w en t to N ew e ll  ^  R o o m' r

a n d  lo o k e d  a t  p a in t in g s  th e y  had  g a th e r e d  t h e r e .  M y p r e f e r e n c e  

w a s  a  w a te r  c o lo r  t h a t  show s the  V ic to r ia n - ty p e  h o u s e s ,  g r e e n  

an d  p in k  a n d  w h ite ,   th e  s teepH  s lo p ing  s t r e e t s  th a t  lo o k

so m eh o w  l ik e  th ey  w e r e  c o n g e a le d  in  t im e  - -  one  of th e  V ic to r i a n  

d e c a d e s ^  and  c o m fo r ta b ly ,  h a p p ily ,  no th ing  h a s  c h an g ed .

S o m eb o d y  had  qu ipped  th a t  K ip ling  w as  p ro b a b ly  s t i l l  a  

b e s t  s e l l e r  h e r e  .

I  w as  f i l l e d  w ith  a  s e n s e  of a n t ic ip a t io n  and  e x c i t e ^ m e n t  - -  

d id n ' t  w an t  to  m i s s  a  m o m e n t  - -  so  I w alked d o w n s t a i r s .  On the
■ ' w

B ta ir  la n d in g  t h e r e  is  a  b ig  s ta in e d  g la s s  w indow  w ith  th e  Win d s o r  

C r e s t  "Dieu et mon droit"  ~T " in  the  g r e a t  h a l l  d o w n s t a i r s

c r e s t s  of th e  f a m i l i e s  of the  f o r m e r  G o v e r n e r s  G e n e r a l .  S i r  B e r n a r d  

i s  a b s o lu t e ly  u n b e l ie v a b le .  He cou ld  h a v e  w a lked  r ig h t  out of the

p a g e s  of a  b o o k  - -  ta l l ,  e r e c t ,  r t tb ir tca l  f a c e ,  a  m o n o c le  and  a 

b r i s t l y  w h ite  m u s ta c h e .  He i s  too p e r f e c t  to b e l ie v e .  V e ry  p r o p e r  

m o d e l  of a  B r i t ish  G o v e rn o r  G e n e r a l .  H is  f a t h e r  had  b e e n  Go v e r n o r  

G e n e r a l , an d  b o th  of h is  g r a n d f a t h e r s .  How p e r f e c t l y  c a s t .
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A nd L a d y  F e r g u s o n ,  h is  w ife , v e r y  s l i m  and  t a l l  ,  a s s u r e d  

an d  e le g a n t .

T he  s id e  h a l l s  w e r e  l in e d  w ith  p i c t u r e s  of th e  f o r m e r  

G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l s , and  th e  d in ing  r o o m  c h a i r s  a r e  done  in  n e e d le  

p o in t ,  a s  p a r t  of the  p r e p a r a t i o n .  L a d y  F e r g u s o n  to ld  m e ,  o f  the  

long  ag o  p la n n ed  v i s i t  of K ing  G e o rg e .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  h e  b e c a m e  

i l l  a n d  d id  no t c o m e .  B u t Q ueen  E l i z a b e th  saw  th e  c h a i r s  w h en  

sh e  c a m e  v e r y  m u c h  l a t e r .  A nd th o s e  in  the  s i t t in g  r o o m  h a d  b e e n  

— f 
r e c o v e r e d  in  r e d  l e a t h e r  w ith  t h a c r e s t  p f  th e  c r o w n  on th e m .  '

. - I had  j u s t  s t a r t e d  ou t d o o r s  w hen  S i r  B e r n a r d  an d  L a d y  

F e r g u s o n  jo in e d  m e .  T h ey  show ed  m e  the  te n n is  c o u r t s  . M y  old 

f r i e n d  th e  J a p a n e s e  c h e r r y  t r e e s  w e r e  b e a u t i fu l ly  in  b lo o m . T h e r e  

w e r e  l i l a c s  and  c a le n d u la s  an d  c a l c y l a r r i a s  ( ? ) ,  and  e v e r y th in g  w a s  

so  w e l l - m a in ta in e d .

S i r  B e r n a r d  s a id  th a t  the  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l  

to  o c cu p y  the  h o u s e  h ad  s a id  lo f t i ly  " T h e y  c a l l  thfcg a  G o v e rn m e n t  

H o u s e .  I  w o u ld n ’t  e v en  s ta b le  m y  h o r s e  h e r e . ” T o  m e  i t  lo o k e d  

q u i te  sp le n d id .  T h e r e  w as  a  m a n g n i f ic e n t  r h odode n d r o n  t r e e , no t a  

s h r u b ,  th is * ^ j5 ^ o b a b ly  20 f e e t  t a l l  and  a  m a s s  of p in k y ^  l a v e n d e r  

b l o s s o m s  th a t  w o u jd  h av e  m a d e  m y  V i r g in ia  f r i e n d  w o r d l e s s  w ith  

envy.

T h e n  i t  w a s  t im e  to go in  and  s e e  th a t  t y r a n t  o f  th i s  t r i p ,  the
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h a i r d r e s s e r ,  an d  n e x t  to jo in  L yn d o n , S i r  B e r n a r d  and  L a d y  F e r g u s o n  

to  m e e t  th e  s ta f f  who w e re  l in e d  up  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  b y  the  f r o n t  d o o r  - -  

a  c iv i l i z e d  and  p l e a s a n t  c u s to m ,  one of th e  m a n y  th in g s  I l ik e  a b o u t  

th e  B r i t i s h ,  H e re  I c a n  aacx s c a r c e l y  s a y  New Z e a l a n d e r s  b e c a u s e  

t h e s e  p e o p le  w e r e  so  v e r y  B r i t i s h .

T h e n  we w en t in to  the  d ra w in g  r o o m  to e x c h a n g e  g if ts  

S om e  r e a l l y  in tu i t iv e  p e r s o n  had  l i t  up^n  th e  id e a  of a  co p y  of 

G e o rg e  W a s h in g to n 's  c e r e m o n i a l  sw o rd  w h ich  r e p o s e s  in  th e  S m i th - 

s o n ia n  a s  a  g if t  f o r  S i r  B e r n a r d .  T h ey  gav e  us a n  e n c y c lo p e d ia  

^  ■ a b o u t  N ew  Z e a la n d  an d  a  c h a r m in g  w a te r  c o lo r .  A nd th en  su d d e n ly

i t  w a s  t im e  to  go. T h e  w ife  of th e  P r i m e  M in i s t e r ,  M rs. H o lyoke , 

a n d  o u r  A m b a s s a d o r ' s  w ife , M r s .  P o w e l l ,  c a m e  f o r  m e .  We m ade 

o u r  g o o d b y es  to  S i r  B e r n a r d  an d  L a d y  F e r g u s o n .  I  h o p e  th a t  we 

s h a l l  m e e t  a g a in .

T h e n  w e  d ro v e  dow n the  w ind ing  r o a d  f r o m  G o v e rn m e n t  

H o u se  w h ich  w as  l in e d  w ith  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  s c r u b b e d ,  a t t e n t iv e ,  

w h o le s o m e  lo o k in g , a l l  in  t h e i r  u n i f o r m s ,  and  ou t th e  g a te w a y  w ith  

S k x  i t s  im p o s in g  a r c h  on to  th e  r o a d  by  the  h a r b o r ^ —""Ihings I  w il l  

r e m e m b e r  a b o u t  W ell in g to n :  th e  h a r b o r ,  th e  s te e p  h i l l ,  th e  b u n c h e s  

of w h ite  d a i s i e s  an d  y e l lo w  b r o o m ,  p u rp le  f lo w e r s ,  a l l  a p p a r e n t ly  

w ild ,  an d  g r e a t  m a s s e s  of f l o u r i s h in g ,  w ild  n a s t u r s i u m s ,  a n d  c a l l a  

^  ■ fA  l i l l i e s  in  a b u n d a n c e .  N oth ing  h ad  p r e p a r e d  m e  f o r  how p r e t t y ,  how

s c e n ic  it  would b e . Down the M ain s tr e e t  th ere  is  a m ed ia n  s tr ip
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w ith  N o rfo lk  P in e  w h ich  th ey  c a l l  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s  and  d e c o r a t e  

f o r  th e  s e a s o n ,  and  a l l  the  s t r e e t s  a r e  l in e d  w ith  V ic to r i a n  type  

h o u s e s  in  v e r y  p a s t e l  c o lo r s  th a t  r e a l l y  lo o k  l ik e  th ey  h a v e  b e e n  th e

s a m e  f o r  th e  l a s t  6 d e c a d e s .  A  p l e a s a n t  c o u n t ry  and  c o n ten t^  o r  

so  i t  s e e m s  f r o m  a  few h o u r s  v ie w  -- no t goaded  by  an^: n e e d  f o r  p r o g r e s s  

I h ad  h e a r d  M r s .  H olyoke d e s c r i b e d  a s  the  p e r f e c t  w ife  f o r  

a  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l . She w as  a  b i t  p lu m p , c o m f o r ta b le ,  g r a c io u s , ,  

e a s y  to b e  w ith ,  an d  b u r  own A m b a s s a d o r ’ s w ife ,  M r s .  P o w e l l ,  had  

f'' a d a p te d  h e r s e l f  to  th e  c o u n t ry  by  l e a r n in g  to  sp in .  In  th i s  lifiK la n d

 ̂ of s h e e p  an d  w ool how a p p r o p r i a t e /  She i s  a  th o ro u g h  a d v o c a te  of

New Z e a la n d  a n d  a  d e l ig h tfu l  w om an .

O u r  m o r n in g  w a s  p la n n ed  a ro u n d  p a r k s  and  f lo w e rsac  We 

w e n t  to th e  L a d y  N orw ood  R o s e  G a r d e n  and  B eg o n ia  H o u se .  T h e y  a r e  

o n  g ro u n d s  th a t  f r o m  '42  to  ' 4 6  w e r e  C am p  A n d e r s o n ,  an d  h o u s e d  

s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  A m e r i c a n  n a v a l  ta x ix x  t r o o p s .  A f o r m e r  M a y o r ,  

w ho had  c o m e  a  p o o r  i m m i g r a n t  to N ew  Z e a la n d  and  g ro w n  r i c h ,  had  

g iv e n  th e  lo v e ly  r o s e  g a r d e n  and  the  b e g o n ia  h o u s e  a s  a  m e m o r i a l  

to  h is  w ife . L a d y  N orw ood .

M r .  A rc h ib a ld  and  M r .  G a llo w ay  took  m e  th ro u g h ^ w ith  the  

in h ib i t in g  acco m p a n im e n t  of a  b ig  g a lax y  of p r e s s ,  g av e  m e  a  s p r a y  

V. of o r c h id s .  We saw  a  w ild  f lo w e r  e x h ib i t  of n a t iv e  New Z e a la n d  f l o r a .

\
an d  we saw  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of w h a t  one c o ul4  d p la n t  in  o n es  own yxsaasd 

y a r d  w ith  a s s u r a n c e  of s u c c e s s .  A n  e x c e l le n t  id ea .  _But I would have 
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l e a r n e d  m o r e  and  en jo y ed  m o r e  ;if I h a d n ' t  b e e n  on  v iew  m yse lJ . .

T h e n  a s  we d r o v e  a ro u n d  th ro u g h  the p a r k  t h e r e  we hx

w e r e  w o n d e r fu l  p a n o r a m ic  g l im p s e s  of the  the  b lu e  h a r b o r  an d  .
■ '7 ■

th e  h i l l s i d e ,  an d  th e  c i ty  b e lo w  u s .  W e s to p p ed  a t  Carol 

L o o k o u t  f o r  p i c t u r e s  of th e  g r e a t  v iew , in c lu d in g  s o m e  of the  h u g e

t r e e  l i k e  fKXSxx f e r n s .

" t a l k e r
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A t one p o in t  I  S ^ ^ € ^ ^ f e w  wo r d s  t a l k ^ f  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o nA

. a n d  p r e s e n t e d  a  p l a q u e  of m y  own th a t  s a y s  "You a r e  n e a r e r  

to  God in  a  g a r d e n  th a n  a n y w h e re  e l s e  on e a r t h . "

A nd th e n  a t  the  top of the  h i l l  we b o a rd e d  a  c a b le  c a r

■ a  v e n e r a b le  s i g h t - s e e r s  i tem ^ o f  wood and  sh in y  b r a s s  and  open

w in d o w s , an d  w en t down a  b r e a th - t a k i n g l y  s te e p  t r a c k  w ith  a  g o rg e o u s  

v iew  of t h e  ̂ acfaK h a r b o r  x k x x  b e lo w  f o r  a  v e r y  s h o r t  r i d e  w ith  the  

S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  m e n  h an g in g  on to  the  o u ts id e .  I t  w a s  gay  and  a t  the  

b o t to m  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  5 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  to w e lc o m e  m e .  W e m a d e  o u r  

w ay  to  th e  P o w e l l ' s  c a r ,  an d  a t  o u r  E m b a s s y  r e s i d e n c e  I q u ic k ly  

c h a n g e d  c lo th e s  an d  jo in e d  L yndon  f o r  w h a t  w as  th e  h ig h -p o in t  

of o u r  v i s i t  to  New Z e a la n d :  th e  dow ntow n m o to r c a d e  to  C iv ic  S q u a re .

Of th i s  the  P r e s s  s a id  "T he  s ta id  c i ty  of W e l l in g to n  gave  

h im  the w a r m e s t ,  m o s t  b o i s t e r o u s  w e lc o m e  in  m e m o r y  th a t  a  f o r e ig n  

h e a d  of s t a t e  h a s  r e c e iv e d  in  New Z e a la n d .  S ix ty  th o u san d  p eo p le  

l i n e d  th e  s t r e e t s  to  s e e  th e  P r e s i d e n t  d r iv e  f r o m  G o v e rn m e n t  H o u se  

to  P a r l i a m e n t  in  h i s  o p e n  top  l im o u s in e  th i s  m o r n in g .  A u th o r i t i e s
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s a id  th e  c ro w d  w as  b ig g e r  th an  th a t  w h ich  tu r n e d  ou t f o r

//
Q ueen  E l i z a b e th  w hen  sh e  v i s i t e d  W e ll in g to n  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago .

Of c o u r s e ,  L y n d o n  s tood  up in  th e  c a r  an d  w av ed  an d  

s m i le d  an d  sh o u ted  a n d  sh o o k  the  h a n d s  w ith in  r e a c h  a n d  d id  no th ing  

to  s p e e d  up the  i t i n e r a r y  so  th a t  i t  took  us n e a r l y  a n  h o u r  to  d r iv e  

to  P a r l i a m e n t  H o u se .  T o m o  I  w a s  d iv id e d  b e tw e e n  en jo y in g  w ha t 

w a s  o b v io u s ly  a  w o n d e rfu l  w e lc o m e  f r o m  t h e s e  p e o p le  w e h a d  b e e n  

w a r n ed  w e r e  v e r y  s ta id  and  co ld ,  and  on the  o th e r  hand  b e in g

u n c o m f o r ta b le  a b o u t  M r s .  H olyoke and  h e r  g u e s t s  who w e r e  w a it in g

f  i f  f o r  m e  a t  W a reha m  (? )  f o r  o u r  lu n c h eo n .  T h a t  i s  n o t to  s a y  th a t

THE W HITE HOUSE
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■ t h e r e  w e r e  no t o b j e c t o r s .  O u ts id e  P a r l i a m e n t  H o u se  t h e r e  w e r e
It

a  g ro u p  of y o u n g s t e r s  w ith  s ig n s  - -  the  now f a m i l i a r  iax "H ey , hey ,

7 "
L B J ,  how m a n y  k id s  h a v e  yo u  k i l l e d  to d a y ?" and  a  s u r p r i s i n g  one 

so  m a n y  th o u s a n d s  of m i l e s  f r o m  h o m e  "B o b b y  K en n ed y  f o r  P r e s i d e n t ". 

A nd  of c o u r s e ,  " W i th d ra w  f r o m  V ie tn a m " . ̂  B u t th e y  w e r e  a b out 500 

in  n u m b e r ,  a c c o r d in g  to  the  p o l ic e ,  a s  a g a in s t  6 0 ,0 0 0  s h o u t in g  

h a p p y  g r e e t i n g s .

A t  l a s t  i t  w as  o v e r .  L y n d o n  w as  out an d  h e ad e d  i n s i d e  

f o r  the  S ta te  L u n ch eo n , w ith  a p o lo g ie s  f o r  b e in g  d e la y e d  by  the 

g r a c i o u s n e s s  of the  p e o p le  of W ell in g to n ,  and  afcax in  a  few  m o m e n ts  

I w a s  a t  W areha m  (? )  - -  a n  a t t r a c t i v e ,  u n p re te n t io u s  h o u s e  s e t  in  a  

p r e t t y  g a r d e n  f o r  a  lu n c h e o n  h o s t e d  by  M r s .  H o lyoke , an d  a t te n d e d  

by  the  w iv e s  of M i n i s t e r s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f ic ia l s ,  and  a  few  f r o m  the 

d ip lo m a t ic  c o r p s ,  in c lu d in g  m y  old f r i e n d  M ir a n d a  W h ite  f r o m  the
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C M -
I n te r n a t io n a l  Club d a y s .  H e r  h u sb a n d  i s  now A c tin g  S e c r e t a r y  of 

E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s .  We h ad  a  n ic e  ta lk  a b o u t  th e  S e n a te  W iv es  and  

Ho u s e Wiv e s  we h a v e  know n to g e th e r .

T h is  lu n c h e o n  co u ld  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  a l m o s t  a n y w h e r e  - -  

b e a u t i fu l  f lo w e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s ; they  a r e  s o  th o u g h tfu l  to  w o r k  on 

t h e m  b e c a u s e  w o rd  h a s  p r e c e d e d  m e  th a t  I  a m  i n t e r e s t e d  in  f lo w e r s

A w h ite  f i s h  p a t ty ^  th is  i s  a  la n d  of th e  s e a ^  a n d  th e n  s o m e  l a m b  .i-

W hat  e l s e ?  T h e n  a  d e l ig h tfu l  d esse r t  c a l l e d  pa v l ov a ■( ? )  —- w h ite  and  

e le g a n t  w i th  lo v e ly  r e d  s t r a w b e r r i e s .  T h e n  M r s .  H o lyoke  g a v e  m e  a  

bo x  m a d e  of Pava  s h e l l ,  a n d  th e n  ba c k  we w e n t  to  P a r l i a m e n t

H o u se  to  jo in  L y ndon .

T he  lu n c h e o n  w as  ru n n in g  l a t e  and  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  t h r e e  I  l e f t  

w i th  L y n d o n  f o r  th e  a i r p o r t  an d  the  lo v e ly  d r iv e  a lo n g  th e  h a r b o r ^  

p e o p le  s t i l l  c la p p in g  an d  c h e e r in g .  N obody m u s t  h a v e  done  

b u s i n e s s  th a t  d a y .  I  th in k  th e  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  sh o p s  and  th e  o f f ic e s  

a l l  e m p t ie d .

_ . A t  th e  a i r p o r t  w e s a id  goodbye  t o  S ir  F r a n c i s  a n d  L a d y  K it ts

I t  s e e m s  l ik e  e v e ry b o d y  i s L a d y  th i s  o r  th a t .  A nd  h e r e ,  o n ce  m o r e  

a s  i n  J a m a i c a , I  h a d  h ad  th a t  s t r a n g e  fe e l in g  of b e in g  a n  i m p o s t e r  

w h e n  I s ig n e d  m y  n a m e  a t  the  g u e s t  books th a t  w e r e  e v e r y w h e r e  —
-Vi

L a d y  B i r d  J o h n s o n .  -

We d e p a r t e d  in  a  N ew  Z e a la n d  a i r p l a n e  w i th  th e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

and  M r s .  H olyoke to  the  tune  of a  th o u s a n d  N ew  Z e a l a n d e r s  s in g in g  

th e  A u r i e l l e  ?) F a r e w e l l ,  an d  L y n d o n  h av in g  one l a s t  f o r a y  in to  th e  c ro w d
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to  th e  d e l ig h t  of the  p e o p le ,  a n d w hen  the  p a p e r s  say  i t  w as  to 

the  d i s m a y  of the  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s  /* t ^ e y  s u r e ly  can n o t  h av e  

in c lu d e d  the  A m e r i c a n s  who are p le n ty  u sed  to it .

On th is  100 m i le  r i d e  to Ohakea  -A irb ase ,  w e h a d  one

of th e  q u ie test*, m o s t  p l e a s a n t  i n t e r l u d e s  of the  v i s i t .  A nd  I found  

th a t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  H o lyoke  i s  a  b o ta n i s t  and  a  m a n  of h u m o r .

 We p a s s e d  o v e r  the  m o s t  g r e e n ,  v e r d a n t  c o u n t r y  an d  th e y  s a id  

"Look y o u r  l a s t .  W hen  you g e t  to A u s t r a l i a  i t  w il l  be  a l l  d r y . "

T h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  sw a th e  of g o ld en  f lo w e r s  on a  m o u n ta in s id e  

a n d  th ey  s a id  th e y  w e re  b la c k - e y e d  s u s a n s .  F r o m  Ohakea  

A i r p o r t  w e w e n t  b y  c a r  a c r o s s  b e a u t i fu l  r o l l in g  c o u n t r y s id e  ̂ lu sh  

f a r m  co u n try ^ to  S a n so n  and  th e  A r m a n d  W ilso n  f a r m s .  T h e  f a r m s  

w e r e  d iv id ed  in to  v e r y  s m a l l  f i e ld s ,  p ad d o ck s  th e y  c a l le d  th e m , 

f i l l e d  w ith  th e  f a t t e s t  s h e e p  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  an d  m a r k e d  off s o m e -

t im e s  by f e n c e s =̂ s o m e t im e s  b y  a  v e r y  th ic k ,  J  imp e n e t r a b l e  h e d g e  

of g o r s e  w h ich  I so o n  l e a r n e d  w a s  a  c u r s e  to  the  f a r m e r s  b u t  h a s  

b e a u t i f u l y e l lo w  f lo w e r s .  T h e y  to ld  m e  th a t  onl y 15 y e a r s  a g o ,  o r  

t h e r e a b o u t s ,  th i s  w as  w ild  p a s t u r e  lan d  c o v e r e d  w ith  g o r s e .  T h ey  

had  g o t te n  r i d  of i t  w ith  b u l l d o z e r s ,  had  f e r t i l i z e d  an d  s e e d e d  w i th  

low  f ly in g  p la n e s ,  and  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t  in to  v e r y  r i c h  f a r m  la n d  f o r  

the  m o s t  p ro d u c t iv e  sh e e p  I h a v e  e v e r  s ee n ,

B y  th is  t im e  we w e r e  so  f a r  b e h in d  s c h e d u le  th a t  w e w e r e  

b e n t  on c u t t in g  ou t e v e r y th in g  p o s s i b l e  j t̂o m y  r e g r e t  b e c a u s e  I w ould  

h a v e  lo v e d  to s e e  m o r e  of the  f a r m s .  We only  saw  the  s h e e p  sh ed  an d

MEMORANDUM
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the v e r y  n ice  cou p le , M r. and M r s . A rm and W ilson , who took us 

in  and we w atched a p r e c is io n  o p era tion  - -  a  fa rm  w ork er gripp ing  

a sh eep  m a g ic a lly  w ith  h is  k n ees  and one hand, w h ile  w ith  the o th er  

he op era ted  e le c tr ic  sh e a r s  that in  l e s s  than 2 m in u tes  cut the fee 

f le e c e  off in  one w hole p e r fe c t  p attern , and le ft  the sh eep  a s  naked a s  a

new  b o r n  b a b e .  He had  j u s t  a s  d o c i le  a s  a  r a g  d o l l .  T h e  m in u te
A

he w as  tu r n e d  lo o s e ,  h e  p i tc h e d  and  r e a r e d  an d  r a n  ou t th e  | chu te ,  

a n d  yo u  saw  w h a t s k i l l  i t  m u s t  h a v e  ta k e n  to  ho ld  h im  w h ile  he w as  

b e in g  s h e a r e d .

W e w a tc h e d  about, t h r e e  s h e e p  b e in g  s h e a r e d .  L y n d o n  p ic k e d  

 ̂ up  a  w ho le  b la n k e t  of f l e e c e .  I to u ch ed  i t  and  i t  w a s  o ily , a n d  v e r y

so f t .  O u r  s h e e p  a r e  in d e ed  the  p o o r  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e s e .

A nd th e n  w ith  w a v e s  and  th a n k s  an d  h a n d s h a k e s ,  and  s p e c ia l  

g r e e t in g  to  th e  c h i ld r e n ,  we w e r e  b a c k  in  th e  c a r  h e a d e d  f o r  O hakea  ( ? )  

p a s s in g  c ro w d s  a lo n g  the  w ind ing  ro a d ,  and  by  f iv e  o 'c lo c k  s a id  

goodbye  to  th e  H o ly o k e s ,  a n d  w h e e ls  up f o r  A u s t r a l i a .  I t  w a s  a  

t h r e e  and  o n e - h a l f  h o u r  f l i g h t . I  s ig n e d  s o m e  m a i l  and  th e n  I  w en t 

g r a t e f u l ly  to  s le e p .

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t im e  i s  c o m p le te ly  i n c o m p r e h e n s ib l e  to  

m e ,  b u t  th e  c lo c k  s a id  6:15 w hen  we a r r i v e d  a t  F a i r b a i r n  ( ? )  A i r p o r t  

in  C a n b e r r a .  I t  w as  s u n s e t  and  c h i l ly .  I g r a te f u l ly  w o re  m y  g r a y  

C  c o a t  s te p p in g  o u t of th e  p lan e^ w ith  a  s e n s e  of e x c i t e m e n t  and

r-"'' e x p e c ta t io n  to s e e  th is  c o u n t ry  L y n d o n  had  ta lk e d  a b o u t  f o r  24 y e a r s .

.' MEMORANDUM
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A t  the  b o t to m  of the  s t e p s  we w e r e  m e t  by the  P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r  an d  M r s .  H a ro ld  H olt, b o th  of w hom  h a d  v i s i t e d  W a s h -

in g to n ,  an d  the  G o v e rn o r  G e n e r a l  L o r d  and  L a d y  C a s e y ,  a  r e m a r k a b l e  

c o u p le  -  th e  s o r t  of p e o p le  th a t  h a v e  m a d e  E n g lan d  g r e a t ,  an d  b u s t l in g ,  

e b u l l i e n t  E d  C l a r k  and  A nn . A s  w e  s tood  r a m r o d  s t r a i g h t  f o r  the  

N a t io n a l  A n th e m s  -  f i r s t  the  S t a r  S pang led  B a n n e r  an d  th e n  God 

S ave  th e  Q u een  - I lo o k ed  a t  th e  b l e a c h e r s  in  f r o n t  of m e  f i l le d  

w ith  p e o p le  and  b eh in d  th e m  su d d en ly  in  th e  fa d in g  l ig h t  I saw  a  

p e r f e c t  r a in b o w , h ap p y  a u g u r y ,  and  t h e r e  w as  a  »  sw if t  l i t t l e  t h r i l l  

w h en  I f i r s t  saw  t r o o p s  w e a r in g  th a t  t i l te d  A u s s i e  h a t .

T h e r e  w a s  a  21 gun s a lu t e .  L y n d o n  r e v ie w e d  th e  H o n o r  G u a rd  

and  th e n  h e  s p o k e .  " W hen  I f i r s t  c a m e  h e r e  a  q u a r t e r  of a  c e n tu r y  a g o  

I  th o u g h t th a t  I  had  no t l e f t  h o m e  a t  a l l^ so  m u c h  d id  your p la in s  and  

y o u r  h i l l s  an d  y o u r  b u s h  c o u n t ry ^ y o u '^ a t t le  a n d  y o u r  c a t t l e m e n  and  

y o u r  s h e e p ^ re m in d  m e  of m y  n a t iv e  lan d  of T e x a s . '' T h is  s e t  th e  to n e  

f o r  th e  n e x t  t h r e e  d a y s .

"^^Here in  A u s t r a l i a  w a s  th e  s a m e  opennes s ,  the  s a m e  v i r i l i t y ,  

th e  s a m e  s e l f - c o n f id e n c e ,  th e  s a m e  g e n e r o s i ty  of s p i r i t  th a t  I had

t r e a s u r e d  in  m y  own c o u n try ,  and  th e n  f u r t h e r  on  th is  w a s  r e p e a te d

■ ,

v e r y  o f ten  an d  f o r  good r e a s o n :  "T h e  J a p a n e s e  w e r e  j u s t  35 m i l e s  

a c r o s s  the O w e n  S ta n le y  R a n g e  and  th e y  w e r e  c o m in g  in  y o u r

II ■ .
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d i r e c t i o n . "

And th e n  the  b u s in e s s  of the  d ay . "I c a n n o t  s a y  th a t  m i r a c l e s



{/
w ill  o c c u r  a t  Masscx M iaaiK  M a n i la .  I c a r r y  no m a g ic  w an d s ."

T h e n  on to th e  long  h a r d  b u s in e s s  of th e  w a r  a g a i n s t  h u n g e r  and
H

d i s e a s e  an d  i g n o r a n c e .  The p a p e r s  s a id  the a i r p o r t  w e lc o m e  w a s  a

n e a r - r i o t .  T h ro u g h o u t  the  P r e s i d e n t  g av e  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  of

c o n t r o l l e d  p o w e r  though  c o n d u c t in g  h i m s e l f  w ith  p o is e d  d ig n i ty ,

p r o t o c o l  a p p a r e n t ly  m e a n s  n o th in g  to th e  t a l l  T e x a n .  ^

I  so o n  go t in  th e  c a r  w ith  M r s .  H o lt  and  s lo w ly  w ith  m a n y

g r e e t i n g s  and  h a n d s hake s  L y n d o n  and  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  m a d e  th e i r

w ay  in to  the  m o to r c a d e ,  and  th e n  b e g a n  the  h o u r  and  a  h a l f  long
f o r

r i d e  to  G o v e rn m e n t  H o u se  sondx th e  o f f ic ia l  c a l l  on L o r d  an d  L a d y

C a s e y .  O n the  w ay  h e  s to p p ed  9 t im e s  to  s p e a k  to th e  c ro w d ,  a n d

I b e c a m e  f a m i l i a r  w ith  tw o A u s t r a l i a n  c u s to m s :  " Good on you, \^ 

m a te "  a  f r i e n d ly  s a lu t a t io n  th a t  in  o u r  c o u n t ry  w ould t r a n s l a t e  

"G ood  f o r  you, p a r d n e r " ,  and  th e n  the  c ro w d  c h e e r ing "Hip Hip H o o ra y "
S'- , f/

an d  "F o r  H e ’s a  J o l ly  Good F e l lo w ".

I t  w a s  q u ite  d a r k  an d  A n n  a nd M r s .  H o lt  w e r e  t e l l in g  m e  a l l  

a b o u t  C a n b e r r a  a s  w e w en t in , b u t  I cou ld  s e e  n o th ing  b u t  th e  f a c e s  

of p e o p le  who e n d le s s ly  l in e d  the  r o a d .  I t  w as  a ro u n d  8 o 'c lo c k  

w h en  we r e a c h e d  G o v e rn m e n t  H o u se  and  w en t ih  f o r  o u r  o f f ic ia l  

c a l l  w h ic h  i s  su p p o se d  to  l a s t  20 m in u te s  and  w h ich  l a s t e d  n e a r l y  

two h o u r s .  L a d y  C a s e y  in v i te d  m e  in to  a  p r iv a t e  r o o m  w ith  h e r  and  

w e had  a  few  m in u te s  c o n v e r s a t io n  q u ite  a lo n e  w h ic h  I th o ugh t w a s  

e x t r e m e l y  g r a c io u s  of h e r .  She s a id  " I  w an t to  t e l l  yo u  how m u c h  we
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l ik e  y o u r  M r .  C la r k .  You know  E d w a rd  i s  m a n y  m e n ." H e i s ,  

in d e e d .  I w as  s u r p r i s e d  th a t  sh e  had  found th a t  o u t  on  sbcstx 

s h o r t  a c q u a in ta n c e .  She knew  B a r b a r a  W a rd ,  Lad y  J a c k s o n ,  v e r y  

w e l l ,  w as  one of h e r  f a v o r i t e s .  She o f te n  v i s i t s  th e m  sh e  s a id ,  

a n d  sh e  k new  J a c k ie  C o c h r a n  so  we had  m u c h  to ta lk  a b o u t.  At

74 sh e  f l i e s  h e r  p la n e  a s  L o r d  C a s e y  d o e s  h is  a t  76. T he  a u t h o r i t i e s  

h ad  a s k e d  h im  to  d e s i s t .  W ith  th e  r e s p e c t  f o r  la w  th a t  I  l i k e  to  th in k  

i s  v e r y  B r i t i s h ,  he  h a s  a c c e d e d ,  b u t  sh e  s a id ,  so  A n n ^ te l ls  m e ,

" I  a g r e e  th a t  L o r i  C a s e y 's  l i f e  i s  v a lu a b le  t  th e  G o v e rn m e n t ,  so  

h e  h a s  no r i g h t  to r i s k  i t ,  b u t  m y  l i f e  i s  v a lu a b le  o n ly  to  m e ,  an d

( t h e r e f o r e  I in ten d  to  k e e p  r ig h t  on f ly in g .  "

I . ■ ■ ■ .

M r s .  H o lt  to ld  m e  how the  Qu e e n  h a n d led  the  c r o w d s .  She 

s a id  sh e  w av ed  w ith  h e r  l e f t  h an d  f o r  a w h i le  and  th e n  w ith  th e  r ig h t .  

She w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  L y n d o n ’s r e s p o n s e  to  th e  c r o w d s .  She 

s a id  *Y o u r  h u s b a n d  i s  th e  r o m a n t i c  m a n . ” He i s .  M r s .  H o lt  i s  a  

p lu m p  jo l ly  b r i s k  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  n a t u r a l  person^  v e r y  r e f r e s h i n g  

S he  i s  a  b u s in e s s  w o m an . She  h a s  h ad  h e r  own d r e s s  sh o p s  u n t i l  he  

b e c a m e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .

We h a d  d r in k s  an d  I  had  a  c h a n c e  to  s e e  a g a in  M r s .  SSiaditotr 

W a l l e r  who h a s  b e e n  so  n ic e  a b o u t  h e lp in g  p r e p a r e  m e  f o r  th i s  v is i t .  

She i s  th e  w ife  of the A u s t r a l i a n  A m b a s s a d o r  to  W a s h in g to n .  I t  w as  

 ̂ c l o s e  to  t e n  w hen  we le f t  G o v e rn m e n t  H o u se .  T h e  H o lts  a ix x  had

_ in v i te d  us on  a  v e r y  im p r o m p tu  an d  c a s u a l  b a s i s  to  c o m e  to the  L o d g e ,

t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e ,  3£ .riiiitr rui; iiU u ce .  I w as  d e a d - t i r e d ,  L y n d o n  w as
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e x u b e r a n t , and  so  w hen  M r s .  H o lt  s u g g e s te d  th a t  sh e  g iv e  m e  

a  p la te  of f r e s h  g a r d e n  a s p a r a g u s  and  s en d  m e  s t r a i g h t  h o m e  to 

the  h o te l  I q u ie t ly  k i s s e d  L y n d o n  goo d n ig h t  and  s l ip p e d  ou t ,  b u t  

no t b e f o r e  I h ad  m e t  a  young, so f t ,  w e l l - m a n n e r e d  m e m b e r  of 

th e i r  h o u se h o ld ,  a  baby  k a n g a r o o ̂ r i g h t  in  th e  m id d le  of th e  l iv in g  

r o o m  ( I  m e t  a l s o  the  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  so n  and  two p r e t t y ,  young

d a u g h t e r s- in - law  w h o se  h a i r - d o s  an d  s k i r t  le n g th s  w e r e  u n m is t a k a b ly  

1966. ■ ■ — . ■

*

I  w e lc o m e d  g e t t in g  to  the  h o te l  and  to  b e d .  J e r r y  to ld  m e  

we w ould go in  the  b a c k  w ay  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  

a t  th e  f r o n t  d o o r .  L a t e r  I h e a r d  t h e r e  w as  a  c ro w d  o f a b o u t  3000 

m i l l i n g  a r o u n d  - -  s o m e  to  c h e e r  an d  s o m e  to  j e e r ,  w i th  w e lc o m in g  . 

s ig n s  an d  h o s t i l e  o n es  th a t  s a id  "N one  of the  W ay w ith  L B J "  and 

" T r y  L B J  W a r  C r im in a l "  , and  v so m e  w a ck y  on es  s u c h  a s  " I  l ik e  

B e e r " and "Down w ith  I r e lan d "

I  w en t g r a te f u l ly  to  b ed  an d  i t  w as  m id n ig h t  b e f o r e  L y n d o n

c a m e  in .

-  ###
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