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It w as the fu lle s t  day that I r em em b er  on the w hole  tr ip . Such 

a fe a s t  of the p ic tu resq u e , the co lo r fu l, of a n c ien t h is to r y , and v iv id  

today, of em o tio n s , of s c e n e s  that I w anted  to r em em b er , that I fe lt  

a s  o v e r s tuffed  a s  a S tr a sb ourg g o o se . E ach even t cou ld  have f i l le d  a 

day. I liv e d  at le a s t  a m onth in this one 24  h o u rs.

W hile I had  b r e a k fa s t  a lit t le  p a st 7:00 I s ig n ed  m a il and then  

got m y  h a ir  com bed . And then jo in ed  M rs. M arcos and the o th er F ir s t

Ladies in a su ite  in  the H otel for  c o ffe e . T h ere  she p r e se n ted  to each  of 

u s a m ah ogan y c h e s t  with a m o th er-o f-p ea r l in la y . And a s  w e opened 'it 

th ere  w e re  sq u ea ls  of d e lig h t a s  w e p u lled  out ex a m p les  o f th eir  h a n d icra ft - -  

a Capiz c ig a r e tte  b ox, a p la ce  m at, a s e t  of tink lin g  c h im e s , som e  

e m b ro id ered  napkins - -  it  w a s lik e  C h ristm a s!

T hen w e a l l  step p ed  into a sm a ll a ir -c o n d itio n e d  bus and b eg a n  a  

tour o f the c ity . F ir s t  to Luneta P a r k  - -  an im p r e s s iv e  c e n te r -o f - th e - c i t y  

open  sp a ce  on w h ich  M r s . M arcos has con cen tra ted  h er  b ea u tifica tio n  

e ffo r ts . It is  a fecu n d  cou n try  --ev ery th in g  g ro w s. T h ere  had b een  m u ch  

r e c e n t  p lanting  — b loom in g  sh ru b s and orn am en ta l t r e e s .  It w a s  w o n d erfu lly  

c le a n . I n o ticed  lo ts  o f w a ste  b a sk e ts . The c ity  in  g e n e ra l is  fa r  from  

c lea n , but Luneta P a rk  cou ld  be a  so r t  of ta lism a n  - -  so m eth in g  they w ould  

a l l  be v e r y  proud of. It m igh t in fa c t  have an e ffe c t  on the h a b its  of the 

-p eop le .

It w a s b eau tifu l, and I w as fu ll of p r a ise  for  M rs. M a rco s .
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It w as fun to se e  what a l l  the la d ie s  w ere  w ea r in g . M adam e

Cao Ky w as in  an a ll-w h ite  s i lk  su it w ith  a m atch ing turban - -  v e r y  

e le g a n t, - -  the on ly  one of u s  who w a s a m atch  in  youth and beauty for  

M r s . M a r c o s , who w o re  a b eau tifu l em b ro id ered  tern o  o f  p in a  c lo th .

So m an y  o f  th ese  E a s te r n  l a d ie s  a re  lik e  b u tte r f lie s . M rs. H olt in h er  

g reen  and w h ite  sh ift , and I in  m y pink lin en  w ere  quite s im p le  in  

c o m p a r iso n .
R esto ra tio n

We n ext w ent by the In tram u ros Bjeet P r o je c t  - -  the g rea t w a lls  

b u ilt by the e a r ly  Span iards w hen th ey  cam e to the P h ilip p in es  in the l6 th  

c en tu ry  - -  now cru m b lin g  into d eca y  in  p la ces^ co v ered  w ith  m oss^w inding  

fo r  m ile  a fter  m ile  around the a n c ien t C a stilia n  c ity .

A nother of M rs. M arcos' p r o je c t i s  to r e s to r e  the c ity 's  g a te s  and 

the s ite  w h ere  the e a r ly  g a lleo n s  on ce  landed .

She w a s a rem a rk a b le  com b in ation  of a lw ays thoughtful, w e l l -  

o rg a n ized  h o s te s s  and tour guide a s  w e rode along^s teep ed  in  a l l  the fa c ts  

and g  f ig u r e s  and g o a ls  o f h er  m an y p r o je c ts .

N ext w e ca m e to St. A ugu stine C hurch. Augus tin i an F a th ers  took  

u s  around and recou n ted  the h is to r y  of th is a n c ien t edifice w h ich  w as I b e lie v e  

b u ilt in  1599. It h a s  su rv iv ed  f ir e s  and earth q u a k es and the on slau gh t of 

the B r it is h  in  1762 and the depredations  ftinriii b of the Jap an ese in 1945.
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The m o st  fa sc in a tin g  thing to m e w as the m ix tu re  of c u ltu r e s .
6j

T h ere  w a s a C h in ese  l i o n of stone a t the en tran ce  and th ere  w a s  a r o y a l

s ta irw a y  of 44  C h in ese  gran ite  s tep s  |c o n n e c t in g  the upper and lo w er  

c lo i s t e r s .  Our guide to ld  u s  they  had b een  brought over  from  China  

on junks a s  b a lla s t . And th ere  w ere  antique ch o ir  b en ch es and sta lls^  

v.roar« c a rv e d  w ith  w hat looked likê ^ for a l l  the w o r ld  the d o u b le -h ea d ed  H apsburg ' 

e a g le .

T he lon g  c o r r id o r s  w e re  fu ll of r e lig io u s  s ta tu es  and icons^dating  

b a ck  to the l6 th  cen tu ry . And a l i f e - s i z e  statue of Our Lady o f C o n so la tion  

w ith  iv o r y  hands and head. It's  c a r r ie d  in a r e lig io u s  p r o c e s s io n a l - -  som e  

f i e s ta - -  r id in g  on a d eco ra ted  19th cen tu ry  c a r oo sa . T h ere  w e r e  m any  

S a in ts that w e r e  c a r r ie d  in  r e lig io u s  p r o c e s s io n a ls .  Som e in  the m o st  

e la b o ra te  v e lv e t  go ld «»  en c ru sted  c o s tu m e s , so m e  look ing  lik e  they w ere
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d r e s s e d  fo r  a p o r tr a it  by Velasquez Vafaiakio.’̂:̂ Som e of the Sa in ts w e r e  qu ite h o r r ib le .

One had ju st  b een  m o st  b ru ta lly  k il le d  ap p aren tly , and another w as ca rry in g  

h is  sk u ll in  h is  hands.

T hen th ere  w e re  the r em a in s  o f what had been  a v a s t and an cien t  

r e lig io u s  lib r a r y  - -  printings dating back  to the l6 th  cen tu ry  - -  only  a shadow^

the M onks to ld  m e^of it s  o ld  m a g n ific en ce  and r ic h n e s s . In it  th ere  w as  

one le t te r  about the h is to r y  o f T ex a s  and its  v e r y  e a r ly  Spanish  days! It 

w a s a v a s t  and o v erw h elm in g  m ix in g  of c u ltu re s . To m e one of the th ings 

that stood  out m o s t  w as that during the Jap an ese occu pation , hu ndreds of
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p eop le  - -  one guide sa id  600, one sa id  s e v e r a l thousand - -  had taken refuge  

h e r e  and had liv e d  w ith in  th ese  cra m p ed  w alls for four y e a r s  ca rry in g  on 

a l l  the b u s in e s s  of l i f e ,  cook in g , ea tin g , s le e p in g . Using w hatev e r  sa n ita ry  

p r o v is io n s  th ere  w e r e  r igh t w ith in  th is  church . And that w as only y e s t e r d a y ^  

Lyndon w as in  C o n g ress  and Lynda B ird  w as one y ear  old . And w ar is  

in f in ite ly  far  aw ay from  us.  We have not liv e d  w ith  it . I could  have sta y ed

a l l  day. A ctu a lly  w e s ta y ed  l e s s  than h a lf an hour.

. T hen n ext w e w en t to an oth er church  - -  Santa Ana - -  w h ere  th ere  had  

b een  a r c h e o lo g ic a l d igg in g s condu cted  by  D r. R ob ert F o x , who of a l l  th in gs, . 

u se d  to be in  A u stin  a t the U n iv e r s ity  a s  C urator - -  th eir  own a r c h e o lo g ic a l  

e x h ib it.

A s iz e a b le  crow d  had g a th ered  around the en tran ce  to Santa Ana 

ch u rch , and w e w e re  p r a c t ic a lly  m obbed by sch o o l ch ild ren  and shouting  

young fo lk s  a s  w e in ch ed  our p w ay to the in n er patio . .

T he F i l i p i n o  p eop le  a r e  v e r y  v o la tile  and e x p r e s s iv e  in  g e n e ra l  

and the F i l i p i n o  p r e s s  the f r e e s t  and the m o st  a g g r e s s iv e  I've ev er  

s een . So m  any p a p ers , so  m any c o lu m n ists . But nothing cou ld  have  

d im m ed  m y  d e lig h t in  w hat happened. T h ese  d igg in gs a r e  b ein g  sp o n so red  

b y  the F ir s t  L ady h e r s e l f  - - a  m a n y -fa c e ted  w om an - -  and she a  had a rra n g ed  

fo r  us to be h e r e  to a c tu a lly  w atch  the p r o g r e s s  of a new  dig - -  once an  

a n c ie n t b u r ia l s ite .  It w a s c a r e fu lly  roped  off in s id e  the patio of the o ld  

ch u rch . And th ere  w e r e  p a r tia lly  ex p o sed  sk e le to n s  - -  so m e in  a cu r led



t -

( ' V •

THE WHITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUM

W A S H I N O T O N

T u esd a y , O ctober 25, 1966 P age  5

up p o s it io n , 300r  earth en w are  v e s s e l s  that in d ica ted  the P h ilip p in es  

had trade r e la t io n s  w ith  China a s  m u ch  a s  500 y e a r s  b efo re  the a r r iv a l  

o f the c o n q u i s t a d o r s  - - th is  w ould be about the 12th cen tu ry .

T h e se  w e re  b lu e  and w hite  and o f g rea t in te r e s t  to the k n ow led geab le  

arch a eo lo g ists . T h ere  had app aren tly  been  s e v e r a l la y e r s  of th ese  

b u r ia ls  going down, down, down. And around each  so m e of the fa v o r ite  

ea rth y  p o s s e s s io n s  /̂  o f the dead  p e r so n . It gave a p ic tu re  of th is country, 

a s  the c r o s s r o a d s  of m any cu ltu re s  - -  a cen ter  of trad e - -  a fa sc in a tin g  

m ix tu r e . A box fu ll o f the a r t ifa c ts  w hich  had b een  rem o v ed  w e re  shown  

to u s  and ea ch  o f u s w ere  a llo w ed  to take our p ick . M rs. H olt ch o se  a 

w h ite  earth en w are  p ie c e , and M rs. T h ieu  « a bow l from  Siam  - -  Annam e s e

w a re  it  w a s c a lle d  I b e lie v e , I c h o o se  a  C e led o n  ja r le t , M rs. Cao 
f  ■

■ 1 '
Ky c h o se  a sa w ak ala t ja r le t. And the w ife  o f the K orean A m b a ssa d o r  

c h o se  fo r  M rs. P a rk  a blue ja r le t . It w as c a lle d  M arco P o lo  w a re , b e c a u se  

i t  w a s w hat he had taken back  w ith  him  on h is  fam ou s v o y a g e .

One of the sk e le to n s  w as cu r led  around a  sm a ll  h o u seh o ld  s to v e .

It w a s  a r ich  and sp in e -t in g lin g  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  m e . E v er y  m om en t
-  -ioul.

fa sc in a te d . I noted  one of the sk e le to n s  ap p eared  to h a v e  filed teeth .

A nd w hen I poin ted  it  out to Dr. F ox , he w as p le a sed  and sa id , "Y es, 

y o u 're  r igh t. T hat w as a v e r y  a n c ien t P h ilip p in e cu sto m ."

T hen v e r y  c lo s e  to the top o f the dig th ere  w ere  Sp anish  t i le s  

w h ich  dated around 1700.
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It w as a m o st  a w eso m e  c r o s s - s e c t io n  of the l if e  of m an o v er  

n e a r ly  a thousand y e a r s .

On our w ay out I n o ticed  w e w e r e  w alk ing on s la b s  of g ra n ite  on 

w h ich  th ere  w e re  C h in ese  le tte r in g . I a sk ed  about them  and w a s to ld  that 

th e se  w e r e  C h in ese  g r a v es  and that an a r c h a e o lo g is t  fro m  the S m ithson ian  

had ju st b een  v is it in g  D r. F ox  th is su m m er and he had sp en t so m e  tim e  

d ec ip h er in g  them  for  h im .

We c lim b ed  into the bus and drove on into the c ity  today, in te r e s t in g , 

v o la t i le , c l a m o r i n g .  We p a s se d  the han dsom e F illa m  L ife  In su ra n ce  Co. , 

a ll  g la s s  and s t e e l  w ith  b eau tifu l p lan tin g ̂ ju x ta p o s it io n  of the 2 0 th cen tu ry  

w ith  the 12th. I had b een  told  that th ey  had done a m o n stro u s  c lean u p  job  

of the c ity  - -  r e a l garb age c o lle c t io n , r e a l w ash in g  down of  w a lls  and  

s t r e e t s .  How m uch I w ish  I had known it b efo re!

S e v e r a l t im es  a long the s tr e e t  I n oticed  a so r t  o f s c r e e n in g , a  

b a r r ic a d e , lik e  a fe n c e , of palm  le a v e s .  I do not know w h eth er  it  

s c r e e n e d  off a  p ie c e  o f co n stru c tio n  or a  row  of sh a n ties  or  w hat.

P a r t  of the c ity ' s c o s m e t ic s  for  the Summit C on feren ce  I su p p o se .

T h ere  w e r e  s ig n s  on so m e  of the ston e w alls that had a foreb od in g  

lo o k . One of them  sa id , " F ier c e  V u ltu res" . And aifeisEHx an oth er  sa id  , 

" W olves" . I w a s  to ld  that th ey  w e re  put th ere by gangs of young h ood lu m s -• 

a v e r y  v o la t i le , f e c u n d c ountry.

MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I M O T O M

T u esd a y , O ctober 25, 1966 P age  7

We w ent next to F reed o m  P la za  for  the d ed ication  c e r e m o n ie s .

It i s  a g r a s s y  p lo t r igh t in fron t of M alacan a n g  P a la c e  w h ere th ere  is  to

b e  a m o n u m en t to the Sum m it C on feren ce .' Today a crow d  w a s g a th ered

and the 7 F ir s t  L a d ie s  m ounted the p latform  in  a d r iz z le  - -  M rs. M a rco s

in  the m id d le  - -  I w as on h er  r igh t - -  and then Z ara H olt and then  M rs.

C ao
   Ky. QthKX On the o th er  s id e  M rs. T h ieu , M r s . K ittikachorn , the 

w ife  o f the K orean  A m b a ssa d o r . T h ey  p layed  the 7 N ation al A n th em s. 

Then the ra in  stopp ed  and the sun ca m e out, and a ll  7 of u s took hold  of 

rib b on s and u n v e iled  a plaque o ff ic ia l ly  p ro c la im in g  th is F reed o m  P la z a .  

A nd then b ack  into the bus and to the H otel M anila to change c lo th e s  for  

w hat p r o m ise d  to be the m o st fa sc in a tin g  a ftern oon  of the w h o le  17 fab u lou s  

d a y s. It w as a trip to C alatagan  in the State o f P u ton gas, a 4 0 -m in u te  or  so  flig h t  

from  M anila . Only Z ara H o lt had ch o sen  to go w ith  m e. The r e s t  of the  

la d ie s  w e r e  weary^ I think and w anted to r e s t  or p r e fe r r e d  to go shopping. 

T h ere  a r e  no w a r e s  that could  have tem p ted  m e from  w hat w e d id  that 

afternoon !

Our d estin a tio n  w a s a ranch — t o m e it sounded m o re  lik e  a  feu d a l 

h old in g  w hich  had b een  owned for  200 y e a r s  by the Z obel fa m ily .

T h ey  m e t  u s  at the a ir s t r ip  - -  young, a ttra c tiv e  Enriq u e  Z o b e ls ̂  ̂ - -  

he in  c a su a l ranch c lo th e s , s lim  and a r is to c r a t ic ,  and she in  w hat lookedP •

l ik e  P u c c i  pants and sh ir t . And the G overnor of the P r o v in c e , F e lic ia n o

L e v is te ,  a loud spoken e f fe r v e s c e n t  m an who w ould have b een  a p o lit ic ia n
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in  any cou n try  - - a  lo c a l "jefe"  for  m any y e a r s  I w as told . And a crow d

o f lo c a l  peop le  who had g a th ered  at the g r a ss  a ir s tr ip  to w e lco m e  u s . 

E nrique o ffer ed  m e  m y  c h o ic e  of an a ir -c o n d it io n e d  ca r  or the red  jeep . 

T hat w as e a sy . I p erch ed  in the jeep  and had a marv e lo u s  r ide through  

the m o s t  b eau tifu l te rra in , - he a v ily  w ooded m ountains ring  the h o r izo n , 

veiled with lo w er in g  c lou d s lik e  w e w ould  have a storm  any m in u te . E v e r y  now  

and then th ere  w ould  be a g lim p se  of the sea . We w e re  on a p e n in su la .

And the n arrow  road wound b etw een  ta ll  palm  tr e e s , and I cou ld  s e e  a 

v is ta  of v e r y  verd an t r ic e  f ie ld s  - -  the g r e e n e s t  g reen  in  the w o r ld .

Enrique to ld  one that th is u sed  to be a hunting p r e s e r v e  / o f  h is  fa m il ie ŝ

a nd th ere  w e re  d eer  and w ild  b oar . O nce h is  fa th er  had d k ille d  a w ild  

b oar that w eigh ed  600 pounds. And th ere  w ere  so m e m on keys s t i l l  h e r e .  

B ut now it  had b een  turned into a c a ttle  ranch w h ere  th ey  r a ise  Brahmans  

and Charolais 4afea«^i*fce and Santa G ertru d is . And the r e s t  of i t  in to  a  banana and  

cocon u t p lan ta tion . W e w e r e  d r iv in g  through that now - -  the m o s t  

r o m a n tic a lly  b ea u tifu l cou n try  - -  ta ll cocon u t palm  and the lo w er  banana 

tr e e s  - -  g rea t c lo u d s of w hite h ero n s floa tin g  through th em . I fe lt  lik e  

e x c la im in g  w ith  e v e r y  b reath . And then w e cam e to an open f ie ld  h e a v ily  

g r a s s e d  w h ere  th ere  w as a b ig  h erd  of w hite  B rahm ans fts w ith  th e ir  hum ps 

and th eir  stra n g e  flopping e a r s , and cow boys on h o r s e s  h erd in g  th em .

T hen w e w e r e  go ing  down a long lane^fenced on ea ch  side^w ith g r ea t m a s s e s  

of b o u g a in v illea  tum bling o v er  the fen ce  - -  red s and pinks and p u rp les  - -
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1
h e r e  and th ere tow erin g  cen tu ry  p lants - -  and the m ountains and the sea  

in  the d is ta n ce .

We d ro v e  down to the Zobels '  b each  h ou se  - -  a sp a c io u s , o p e n -a ir
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cabana , palm  thatched , fac in g  the s e a  w ith a few  ro o m s fo r  d r e ss in g .

I had w orn m y  b lue lin en . How I w ish  I had brought som e pants! But 

th ere  w e re  too m any th ings to do. I w a s try ing to talk  and take p ic tu re s  

and rem em b er  e v e r y  s ig h t and sound a ll  at the sa m e tim e . U ndoubtedly  

one of the m o s t  in te r e s t in g  hum ans of the day w as M r . Z obel, the fa th er , •
dn—

a g in g  but v e r y  m a sc u lin e , .the im p o sin g  fig u re  who w ould  be the d om inatin g

c e n te r  of any group. I w as fa sc in a te d . He to ld  m e how he had b een  on the 
b)K6<>

death  m a rch . H e fin a lly  e sc a p e d , he w eigh ed  108 pounds. Som ehow  he

X/v—
m ad e h is  w ay  b ack  to h is  h r x so x  own m en , and not m ore  than a few  w eek s  

h e w a s  figh tin g  aga in . A ll during the w ar he sa id , U nited S ta tes P T  b o a ts  

u se d  to c o m e  in  c lo s e  to sh o re  a t C ro co d ile  P o in t and r e c e iv e d  in fo rm a tio n  

from  h is  fa ith fu l fo rem a n  - -  a l l  th is w h ile  he w as off figh ting . He told  u s  

how  a ls o  w hen it  u se d  to be a hunting p r e se r v e  th ere  w as no h o u se  th ere  

then - -  on ly  w ild e r n e s s . M en u sed  to go off on a g rea t ro a r in g  hunt, and  

then the la d ie s  w ould be brought into them , r id in g  in h a m m o ck s. A banquet 

w ould  have b een  p rep a red  in the m id d le  of the fo r e s t . A ll that has changed  

now . You can  s e e  he is  not e n tir e ly  p le a sed  w ith the ch an ges of the day. 

The  se a  s tr e tc h e d  p la c id ly  in  fron t of u s . It w as low  tide and th ere  

w as a long fla t of mud a c r o s s  w hich patient m en tra m p ed ,ca rry in g  huge
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n e ts . H overing  ra th er  tim id ly  at a d is ta n ce  w e r e  a group who m u st have  

b een  th e ir  w iv e s  and ch ild ren  and the old  fo lk s . I w ent o v er  to sp eak  to  

th em . I do not know w hat m y  h o st thought of that. T hey  w e re  v e r y  shy.

It w as hard  to get them  to sp eak . I a sk e d  one of the ch ild ren  w h e r e  do you

-7  * .......................... .....  . ■ . ’ . .
go to sch o o l?  She hung h er  head. With qu iet d ign ity  one o f the o ld er  

w om en  a n sw ered , "T hey do not go to sch o o l. We a re  v e r y  poor." I fe lt  

l ik e  a c r u e l in tru d er w ith  a l l  our r ich  fe a s ts  sp rea d  out a t the b each  h o u se . 

And I s e n se d  a d ista n t drum  of trou b le .

F ir s t  a t the b ea ch  h ou se  th ey  p a sse d  cocon u t h a lv e s  w ith  s tra w s  

in  them , and the m o s t  d e lic io u s  co n co ctio n  o f fru it ju ic e s  and rum . And  

then h o rs d 'o e u v r e s  w h ich  I took to be the w hole lunch - -  sh ish -k eb ab s - -  

m e a t, p in eap p le , p ep p er, w ith  w hat l i  looked  lik e  onions and to m a to s, a l l  

■ skewered on a lon g  s t ic k . I thought it w a s a ll  o f our lunch, and so  ate  

h e a r t ily . N o t s o /  - -  a long  cam e c o u r se  a fter  c o u rse  of d e lic io u s  food^m uch  

o f w hat I d idn't r e c o g n iz e  - -  so m e  h ig h ly  sea so n ed ! -

M rs. M a rco s beckoned  the f ish e r m e n  to co m e in . I t  w a s a m uddy, 

m is e r a b le  job . T he se a  h e r e  w as not b eau tifu l. F a r  out a t anch or th ere  

did r id e  a b ea u tifu l w hite  yach t w hich  b e lo n g ed  to the Z o b e ls .

T he f ish e r m e n  trudged in  w ith  th eir  huge n e ts . I w alked  a s  far  

dow n the m  uddy b each  a s  I cou ld  to s e e  th eir  ca tch . A p itifu lly  sm a ll  

am ount o f tiny  s i lv e r  f is h  in the bottom  of th e ir  bucket. I hated  to think  

of how  m an y  cen ts  it w ould turn into.



W A S H I N G T O N

T u esd a y , O ctober 25, 1966 P a g e  11

Som eone brought out g u ita rs , and M r s . M a rco s , bein g  u rg ed  by  

ev ery b o d y , sang in  h er  w arm  ch arm in g  w ay that soon  had o th ers  jo in in g  

in  or a t  le a s t  tapping th e ir  fe e t . She ended up w ith  "D eep in  the H eart of 

T e x a s " w hich  everyb od y  f e e l s  I am  bound to lo v e . A ctu a lly  m y  h ea r t d o e s .
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r is e  to "The E y es  of T ex a s  a r e  Upon You". But I r em em b er e d  "D eep in  

the H eart of T e x a s " ^  p r in c ip a lly  a s  Pappy Lee O'Dani e l ' s  th em e

Iso n g , .

A fter  lunch  w e rode up to the Z obel s ' h ou se  — a low  w hite s tru c tu re  

on a  h il ls id e  w ith  a b ea u tifu l v iew  of the se a . During its  co n stru c tio n

so m e  y e a r s  ago  th ey  had lo ca ted  a  num ber o f b u ria l s i t e s ,  and th ere
/»

w e r e  s t i l l  37 known b u r ia l s i t e s  on th is p en in su la  - -  a r t ifa c ts  dating  to  

the 14th and 15th cen tu ry . B e c a u se  th ey  had found in d ica tio n s o f b u r ia ls  

a lon g  whait had b eco m e  th eir  drivew ay , they had s im p ly  dug up th e ir  own 

d r iv ew a y  fo r  m y  a r r iv a l!  I

We parked  the, c a r s  o u tsid e  the fen ce  and w alked  in  w ith  e a g er  

a n tic ip a tio n . T h e re  w a s the rop ed  off digging  on ly  so m e  3 or  4  fe e t

d eep , and the p a r tly  ex p o sed  sk e le to n s  and grave  o b jec ts  - -  a m a rk er  

id en tify in g  ea ch  g ra v e , sm a ll  d igg in g  to o ls , d e lic a te  h a ir  b r u sh e s ,  

p len ty  of s er v a n ts  on hand, d ish  pans fu ll of w ater  to w ash  your fin d s .

And w e a l l  s e t  to work; M rs. M a rco s, Z ara H olt and I  - -  thank g o o d n ess  

I had w orn m y  f la t -h e e l  w hite sh o e s , and I w ish  th ere  had b een  m o re  g ive  

in  m y  blue co tton  d r e s s .  On m y hands and k n ees I c a r e fu lly  ex ca v a ted  
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a ja r le t  and two b o w ls  w hich  D r. F ox  told  m e probab ly e ith e r  belonged  

to the Su n g  or M ing d yn asty  and had com e through C h in ese  who traded  

w ith  the e a r ly  F i l i p i n o s .  It w a s the m o st e x c it in g  a ftern oon  I've  ev er  

had! A ll too soon  w e got  t he s ig n a l th a t  w e m u st stop . W e w en t to the 

Z obel s' h o u se  w hich  is  co o l and g r a c io u s , e leg a n tly  country , g la s s  sh e lv e s  

that show ed  off m a r v e lo u s ly  ea rth en w a res  and p o r c e la in s , C h in ese  and 

Thai and e a r ly  F i l i p i n o , from  the 14th and 15th cen tu ry  that had b een  

dug up r igh t on the s ite  of the h o u se  w hen it  w as b ein g  bu ilt. And a lso  

un der the g la s s  tops of co ffe e  ta b les  th ere  w ere  ra re  and ex o tic  s e a s h e l ls .

V M r s .  M a rco s gave m e a ch am b ered  nautilus.  Mr.  Z obel, Sr. p a s se d

arou nd  fru it ju ice  and bananas from  h is  own p lan tation , took u s  out to 

the p orch  to s e e  the v iew  o f the s e a . It m u st be a rom an tic  l i f e  they l iv e .

C lo se  to 4:30 w e le f t  and w e r e  b ack  a t the M anila a ir p o r t and then 

on to the H otel a t 5:00. I fe lt  that Z ara and I had sh a red  a r e a lly  unique 

and m a r v e lo u s  a d ven tu re , and I f e l t  s o r r y  for the la d ie s  who had gone 

shopping.

It w as ju st an hour or so  o f r e s t  b e fo re  tim e to d r e s s  fo r  the 

g la m o ro u s  even in g  - -  the B a rr io  F ie s ta  w hich  w as to be the m a g n ificen t  

f e s t iv e  ending to the Sum m it C o n feren ce . And in d eed  I h ave n ev er  seen  

an oth er  night to equal it;

Q M rs . M arcos had had m ade to m y  m e a su rem en ts  a  n a tiv e  d r e s s

c a lle d  the " m estizo tu rn o"  - -  champagne c o lo re d  w ith  b ig  puffed s le e v e s  

and low  neck , and an apron  or o v e r sk ir t , e la b o ra te ly  e m b r o id e r e d̂  w h ich
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m ad e it  tra d itio n a l fo r  the B a r r io  F ie s ta . Lyndon w as g iv en  b a rong Tag a lo g  

the thin e m b ro id ered  sh ir t  w orn w ith  open c o lla r  and o u tsid e  the tr o u s e r s ,  

id e a l for  th is c lim a te .

A ll the F ir s t  L a d ies  and quite a few  o f the w om en o f our p arty  had  

r e c e iv e d  a  d r e s s  from  the M arcos' for  the F ie s ta .

We r o lle d  up to the Malacanang Palace^w hich  w as on ce  the r e s id e n c e  

of the G overn ors from  Spain, and la te r  w a s  o ccu p ied  by the A m erica n  

G o v ern o rs  G en era l.

The g rea t banyan tr e e s  w ere  hung w ith  paper lan tern s - -  Maniotal  

fairyland^ ^ n d .th e  b u ild in g i t s e l f  w ith  a l l  its  m ultitude of a r c h e s  w as  

ou tlin ed  in  lig h ts !  T h is  w as only the beginn ing. When w e a lig h ted  from  

the c a r  w e w e r e  e sc o r te d  to a ligh t buggy drawn by a p retty  w hite h o r se  

w h o se  h a r n e s s  w a s garlan d ed  w ith  f lo w e r s  a s  w as the buggy. It w a s  c a lle d  

a  Tilb u ry  I le a r n e d . Lyndon w a s a sk ed  if  he p r e fe r r e d  a d r iv e r  or  w ould  

h e d r iv e . He w ould . And I b e s id e  h im , not w ithout a qualm  or  two b e c a u se  

the grounds w e r e  sw arm in g  w ith  m erry m a k ers - -  som e 3 ,0 0 0  o f th em .

And o ff  to the r ig h t a co ck  figh t w a s going on^watched by som e of the g u e s ts ,  

and yond er a  p arad e w a s  form in g  and th ere  w e r e  s ix  of th e se  T ilburies w ith  

th e ir  p ran cin g  h o r s e s  and th eir  C h iefs o f State - -  it  m ade an  en tra n ce! 

We d rove up to a g rea t fo rm a l en tran ce  - -  the fron t I b e lie v e  of

M a lacanang. T h ere  w e r e  m o re  b lu e  la d ie s  w ith  a  fra g ra n t l e i  fo r  e a ch  o f
. 

I

the F ir s t  L a d ies  - -  S am p a guita  I th ink. And then w e  took our p la c e s  in  

a so r t  of a box to w atch  the Santa Cruzan - - a  r e lig io u s  p r o c e s s i o n  that
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m a rk s a certa in , h o lid a y  - -  the m o st c o lo r fu l pageant I have ev er  seen .

F ir s t  th ere  w a s a band u s in g  a ll  bam boo in stru m en ts  - -  a w e ird , ex o tic  

sound. And then la v a r io u s  f ig u r e s  from  the B ib le  in clu d in g  Methuselah.

And m u ch m o r e  fa m ilia r ly , l i t t le  g ir ls  d r e s s e d  lik e  a n g e ls . And then  

a g iant m u lt i-c o lo r e d  lan tern  w ith  z il l io n s  of e le c tr ic  lig h t bu lbs in s id e  

goin g  round and round - - a  sBsedi w ild  m e ltin g  of the m o d ern  w ith  the .
•

tra d itio n a l. T hen cam  e th e  Queen ŝ -- each  of them  w alk in g under a
c U

f lo w e r -d e c k e d  a r ch  c a r r ie d  b y  two a tten d an ts. T h ere  w as La Reina de la -  

Bandero - -  the Q ueen o f the Fl a g .  T he Q ueens of Faith , Hope and Ch a r ity .

/  And then La Reina sen  ten sia ta  - -  sy m b o l of m artyrdom  - -  w h o se  w r is t s

w e r e  a p p ro p r ia te ly  bound a s  sh e  w alked  to h e r  fa te . A ll o f them  w e r e  

m o v ie  s ta r s , and each  m o re  b eau tifu l than the la s t . And then a lon g  lin e  

of q u een s rea ch in g  i t s  peak  w ith  La Reina de Paz - -  the Q ueen o f  Pe a c e .

A n oth er  band, another*giant lantern . And the c r e sc e n d o  r o s e ,  and th ere  

w a s a s e r ie s  of Reina a la n a s , each  w ith  th eir  c o n so r t  under a canopy of 

f lo w e r s , c a r r ie d  by four a tten d an ts. A nother g rea t w h ir lin g  la ntern .

And then the p r in c ip a l s e  ga lla  - -  the em pa r o c h r is  [?] w ith  h e r  c o n so r t .

Sessases Som eone lea n ed  o ver  and sa id  that th is b eau tifu l young w om an  

and the m an w ith  h er , both m ov ie  s ta r s , had p layed  the p a r ts  of the P r e s id e n t  

and M r s . M arcos in  a rec e n t m o v ie . T hen th ere  w ere  h e r a ld s  and a n g e ls  

. and a B ish o p , and fin a lly  a t long la s t  the im age  of the b le s s e d  V irg in  borne

' . on the sh o u ld ers  o f four s a c r is ta n s  to the chant of "Dio s  d eso lv e"  by the
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c h o ir  la d ie s , and b y  a p r o c e s s io n  of p eop le  w alk ing a lon g  on each, s id e  

of th is  parade who w ere  ca rry in g  lig h ted  ca n d les . In term in g led  in  the 

p r o c e s s io n  w e r e  m en ca rry in g  lon g  bam boo p o le s  on the end o f w hich  

a  hu ge paper la ntern s  sw ay ed  and bobbed. It w as a w ild , co lo r fu l, 

w on d erfu l m ix tu re  of the s tr a in s  that sK m ake up the F i l i p i n o s , the 

P a c if ic  Islan d  background and the Spanish and m od ern  w e st , and a b lend ing  

o f  the gay F ie s ta , the em b lem s of r e lig io n .

And then w hen the chants d ied  aw ay, w e turned to ea ch  oth er  

in  the b ox to a d m ire  our turnos - -  a l l  the F ir s t  L a d ies  had on iv o ry  

c o lo r e d  or ch am p agn e / t u r n o s .  And a l l  of the m en  w ore th eir  barong  

T a galogs^ ex cep t P r e s id e n t  P a rk  who cam e in a d ark  b u s in e s s  su it.

We w alk ed  through the grounds^ m ovin g  am ong row s o f booths  

w h ich  d isp la y ed  a v a r ie ty  of F i l i p i n o  foods - -  f ish  and pork  and ch ick en , 

cook ed  in m a n y  fa sh io n s  - -  so m e  w rapped  in banana le a v e s . I h ea rd  that 

th ere  w e r e  a s  m any a s  50  d ish e s , in clu d in g  one c a lle d  balu te w h ich  w as  

a n  unhatched  duck ling r o a sted  in  the egg .

H ere  m o s t  of the g u e s ts  - -  and th ere w ere  3 ,0 0 0  - -  w e re  to lo a d  

th e ir  tra y s  with food  and find  a tab le  under the tr e e s .  But the C h ie fs  of 

State and the V IP s w ere  to m ake our w ay to the H all of H eroes. We p au sed  

b r ie f ly  by  the p it w h ere  a co ck  figh t w as going on - -  ea g er  w a tc h e rs  

hanging o v er  the top - -  it  w as h o r r ib le , b loody, u g ly . T he on ly  rev o ltin g  

thing in  a g o rg eo u s  even in g .
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We took our s e a ts  a t a long table w ith  our b ack s to the P a s ig  R iv e r .

. W e had h ea rd  that th ere w ould be a flu v ia l p arad e, that so m e  of the g u e s ts  

w ould  a r r iv e  on the b o a ts , inclu ding the M in is te r s  of F o r e ig n  A ffa ir s . But 

b y  th is  tim e  I w a s p re tty  sa tu ra ted  w ith  p ag ea n ts. It w as lik e  b e in g  in a 

c ir c u s  and w anting to w atch  a ll  o f the r in g s at on ce . So I co n cen tra ted  

on the banquet in  fron t of m e , and n ev er  r e a lly  knew w hat happened  to 

the f lu v ia l p arade.

It w a s d ish  a fter  d ish  - -  m o s t ly  b iz a r r e  - -  m any of them  h ot and  

sp ic y . Som etim e, during the d in n er, a bevy  o f b eau tifu l g ir ls  ca m e  in  w ith  

g rea t tra y s  load ed  w ith  t i a r a s  m ade o f tiny w hite  f lo w e r s . T hey p la ced  

one on the h ead  of each  F ir s t  Lady. But that w as not a l l .  T h ere  w a s  a 

cro w n  fo r  each  o f the C h iefs  o f S tate . I m u st sa y  that G en era l C ao Ky 

lo o k ed  quite r a cy , quite a t h om e, in  h is .  Lyndon a ccep ted  h is  g r a c io u s ly ,  

thanked them  v e r y  m uch, acknow ledged  it w ith a s m ile  fo r  M rs. M a rco s . 

And in  a few  m o m en ts  it  w as ly in g  by h is  p la te , but not so  q u ick  a s  

P r e s id e n t  P a r k 's . B e fo re  the even ing  w a s over  n e a r ly  a l l  the m en  had  

rem o v ed  th e ir  c e r e m o n ia l crow n s ex cep t M r. H o ly o k e  a t the end o f the 

ta b le . He w as s  having a  gayer  and k gayer  tim e a s  the ev en in g  p ro ceed ed , 

h is  ch e ek s  qu ite rubicund. A s I look ed  at him  a c r o s s  the lo ad ed  board ,

 ̂  ̂ T . T ■ . ■
h e  rem in d ed  m e of a h ig h ly  b ig  R om an E m p ero r .
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A s the banquet rea ch ed  its  end, m ore  en terta in m en t b egan . A 

f e s t iv a l  dan ce —  a so r t  of th anksgiv in g for  a good h a r v e s t by the Ifugaos 

from  the M ountain P r o v in c e . T he d an ces w e re  m ean t to show  the cu sto m s  

o f the v a r io u s  p r o v in c e s  and the m any^m any Islan d s that m ake up the 

P h ilip p in e s  - -  Q uezon, Lanao. And then the in ev ita b le  one w h ere  they  

h ave the bam boo p o le s  w hich  th ey  c l ic k  togeth er w h ile  the d a n cers  jump 

b etw een  them  —  in lightning p r e c is io n .

At la s t  the fin a le  w h ich  co m b in es  a ll  of the d a n ces  and m ea n s a 

• unity  b etw een  the provinces^ w ith  a l l  th eir  d ifferen t ethn ic s tr a in s  and  

back grou n d s.

R ight beh in d  u s  on the P a s ig  R iv er  I w as aw are  of som e a c tiv ity . 

W hen I turned around on the o th er bank th ere  w as a g rea t lig h te d  balloon  

w h ich  w a s h o v er in g  ju s t  a few  fe e t  off the ground. T h ere  I le a r n e d  it  w a s  

su p p o sed  to r e p r e se n t the Manila Sum m it C o n feren ce . At la s t , s lo w ly  it  

r o s e  and w afted  is :  off in to  the dark sk y  tow ard the lig h ts  o f M anila .

T h en  th ere  w a s g e n e ra l dan cing am ong the g u e s ts . One of the B ayanihan  

D ance T roop  m e m b er s  a sk ed  m e to d an ce. I m an aged  to su r v iv e  - -  not 

v e r y  g r a c e fu lly . B ut the d e lig h t of the even ing  w as to w atch  M r. H o ly o k e !  

T h ey  had b e e n  p lay in g  the fa v o r ite  tunes of a l l  of our co u n tr ie s  - -  "W altzing  

M a tild a " fo r  H olt of A u stra lia ; "A rirang" for  P r e s id e n t  P a rk  o f  K orea;

~yy\co-'(r^ '
"D eep in the H eart o f T e xas"  for u s . And then they stru ck  up the Ma o r i  

son g  fo r  M r. H o ly o k e  o f N ew  Z ealand . I can on ly  sa y  that he did e x a c t ly
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a s  the pain ted  Ma o r i  ch ie fta in  who had g r ee te d  us in  N ew  Z ealand .

He g r im a c ed , stu ck  out h is  tongue, w aved  h is  hands - -  th ere  w e r e  

in c r e d ib le  co n to r tio n s  o f h is  fa c e . I w ould  on ly  have u n d ersto o d  it  

h avin g  so  r e c e n tly  b een  w e lco m ed  by a painted  brow n m an in  an a n im a l 

sk in . It i s  the n ative cu sto m . He w a s liv in g  it  up ton ight. He p r e se n t ly  

r o se  and did a m o d ified  hula w ith  one of the p re tty  young la d ie s  fro m  

the dance troop^

S o m etim e  during the ev en in g  I got the s ig n a tu res  of m o s t  of 

the C h iefs  o f State and th e ir  w iv e s  - -  M rs. M arcos v e r y  d e a r ly  put, •

I"To M rs . John son  - L ove - I m eld a  M a rc o s". And I hope so m ed a y  I 

w ill  lo o k  at it  and think that th is w a s  a night not on ly  of the g r e a te s t  

p a g ea n try  and c o lo r  and v iv id  en terta in m en t, but a ls o  the n ight w h en  so m eth in g  

im p ortan t b egan . The Sum m it C on feren ce  had b een  s ig n ed  la te  that a ftern oon . 

In fa c t  the B a r r io  F ie s ta  w as la te  gettin g  underw ay b e c a u se  the m en  

f in ish e d  th eir  f in a l com m unique so  la te . And in d eed  h e r e  a t the banquet 

tab le s ig n a tu re s  to a  final, docum en t w ere  added by s e v e r a l  of the C h ie fs  

of S tate.

F in a lly , about m id n igh t Lyndon and I le f t  going a lon g  w ith  m o st  

of the o th er  C h ie fs  o f S ta te , a lthough I think p len ty  o f the g u e s ts  w e r e

p rep a red  to dance and ea t and drink a ll  night.' N ev er  had I s e e n  i t s  lik e(

A nd the p rep a ra tio n s , the lo g is t ic s ,  the s e le c t in g  of the g u est l i s t  w as

a job so  m am m oth . I can  only  applaud M rs. M arcos and hope that #now  

sh e  can  r e s t  for d a y s .


