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I aw oke e a r ly  in the M anila  H otel. We w e re  going to le a v e  th is  

m o rn in g .  T h is  w as  sch ed u led  to be o u r  day  of r e s t  in  Bang San, T ha iland . 

And f ro m  the v e r y  beginning , i t  w as an o ff-b ea t  day. We h a d  s t ru g g le d  

v a l ia n t ly  to keep  to the schedu le , and  had ^n ear ly  a l l  the t im e .  Today , not so. 

Lyndon kept on be ing  tied  up w ith  telephone c a l l s  and  c o n fe re n c e s .  Once 

I ta lk ed  to L uc i.  Once when th e re  w as  a  lu ll  I  a s k e d  h im  to ta lk  to 

D r. C h an d le r .

O ur v i s i t  th e r e  had  been  te le sc o p ed ,  sh o r ten ed ,  so tha t w e could  

get on to C o r r e g id o r  and  then  to V i e t n a m  f o r  Lyndon. And we h a d  le f t  

in  u n s e e m ly  h a s te ,  no t s tay ing  fo r  the  lunch they had  p r e p a re d  so b eau tifu lly  

fo r  u s .

Lyndon h ad  b een  m o re  im p r e s s e d  w ith  it  than  n e a r ly  any th ing  we 

h ad  se e n  on the t r ip .  So m an y  hopes  fo r  p r o g r e s s  ro d e  w ith  th is .  And I  

w a n te d  h im  to ta lk  to D r. C h a n d le r  fo r  a  m inu te  and thank  h im . A ctua lly  

w h a t he s a id  w as  to m e  our whole v is i t  to A sia  in  a  nut s h e l l .  In a  c h e e ry ,  

r a t h e r  c a s u a l  vo ice ,  a f te r  the a m e n i t ie s  and  w a rm  thank-yous  h e  s a id , .

" W e l l  D r. C h an d le r ,  you ju s t  keep  on inventing  b e t t e r  s t r a in s  of r ic e  

and  M a r g a r e t  Sangers' folks keep  on doing w hat th e y ’r e  doing an d  w e ' l l  

sav e  th is  old w o r ld  y e t . "

F in a l ly  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  11:00 we le f t  for the a i r p o r t ,  r id in g  fo r  the 

p "  l a s t  t im e  u n d e r  the g r e a t  a r c h e s  that c o v e re d  the c e r e m o n ia l  a v en u e

e a c h  one w e lco m in g  a  d if fe re n t  Chief of S tate . P r e s i d e n t  and M rs .  M a rc o s  

w e re  aw aiting  us a t  the a i r p o r t  a long w ith  m o s t  o f the to p - ra n k in g  people
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of the coun try ,— -t h e Chief J u s t ic e  and  the S peaker  of the H ouse a n d  the 

P r e s i d e n t  of the Senate and the Vice P r e s id e n t  and  the S e c r e ta ry  of 

F o r e ig n  A f fa i r s .  And a  c o te r ie  of M rs .  M a rc o s '  Blu e  La d ie s .  M ost 

of them  h ad  b e e n  out h e r e  s ince  e a r ly  m o rn in g . I fe l t  so bad, so I t r i e d  

to be a l l  the m o re  expansive  in  m y  e x p re s s io n s  of th an k s . M any of those  

w a it in g  w e r e  U. S. E m b a s s y  em p lo y ees  who had  b een  d isap p o in ted  

y e s te r d a y  w hen  Lyndon w ent on to V i e t n a m  in s te a d  of m ak ing  an 

a p p e a ra n c e  a t  the E m b a ssy .

T h e re  w e re  no s p e e c h e s ,  but th e r e  w e re  fu ll  h o n o rs .  At the head  

of the s te p s  I tu rn e d  and  w aved and  blew  a k is s  to the c row d. P r e s id e n t  

a n d  M r s .  M a rc o s  a c c o m p a n ie d  us  in s id e  the plane fo r  a  l a s t  p r iv a te  w ord . 

T h ey  a r e  a  m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  couple - -  th is  C hief of S tate  and h is  F i r s t  

L a d y .

And then  a t  12:00 i t  w as  w hee ls  up fo r  T h a ilan d . I t  w as  n e a r ly  a 

_ 3 -h o u r* :  f ligh t to S a t te rh ip  A ir  B a se ,  and  we w e re  a c c o m p a n ie d  in  by •  

s h a rp  n o s ed F -1 0 5 's  - -  th re e  on ea c h  wing. They  w e re  c am o u f lag ed  in  

g r e e n  and  b row n.

We lan d ed  in a  d r iz z le .  And P r im e  M in is te r  K itt ik ach o rn ,  with 

whom I have  com e to fe e l  qu ite  a t  hom e, (It w as only  night b e fo re  l a s t  tha t  

w e s a id  goodbye a t  M alacanang  P a lace )  mes^ in fo rm e d  u s  tha t r a in  f ro m  the 

T h a i  po in t of v iew  i s  an  au sp ic io u s  om en. We a s s u r e d  h im  th a t  i t  w as in 

T e x a s  a lw ays .
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O ur A m b a s sa d o r  and  M rs .  M a r t in  w e re  a lso  th e r e  to m e e t  u s .

W e w aved  a t  the s m a l l  c row d  tha t h ad  g a th e re d  - -  som e A m e r ic a n  t ro o p s .

Then  we got in  the h e l ic o p te r  and  flew low o v e r  the fa sc in a t in g  c o u n try s id e  

fo r  the 40 m i le s  to Bang San. We saw  o ra n g e - ro o fe d  B u d d h is t  te m p le s  

and  m o n a s te r ie s  and  coconu t p a lm s  and  an oil r e f in e ry .  T he  P r im e  

M in is te r  w as  v e ry  p ro u d  of that. And f ie lds of so m e  s o r t  of c ro p  I  co u ld n 't  

iden tify . T h e re  w ould  be w hite  f la t  a r e a s  r a t h e r  l ike  a  ten n is  c o u r t  and 

f a r m e r s  were  obviously  sp re a d in g  out th is  s tuff to d ry  o r  e l s e  th ey  w e re  |

m ounding i t  up in  l i t t l e  w hite  p i le s .  I a sk ed , "W hat i s  th a t? "  Th e P r i m e

M in i s t e r  K it t ik ach o rn  s a y s ,  " T h a t 's  tap io ca ." I b u r s t  out laughing  and

II  I,
sa id  "He r e ' s  you r b e s t  c u s to m e r . " He to ld  m e tha t i t  g row s a s  a  ro o t  and

i t ' s  one of t h e  s ta p le s  of th e i r  d ie t. T h ey  m ak e  a  s o r t  of a  s tew  out of i t  

w ith  p o rk  an d  put in  a  few v e g e ta b le s .  I t ' s  the m a in  d ish  in  the h o m e s  of ’ 

m o s t  p e a s a n ts .  It can  a l s o  of c o u r s e  be m ade  in to  a  d e s e r t .

O u r  h e l ic o p te r  lan d ed  on the b each  c lo se  to the L am  P h e n  g u e s t  

h o u se  - -  the P r im e  M in i s t e r 's  s u m m e r  re s id e n c e .

Bang San is  a  s e a s id e  r e s o r t  w hich n e s t le s  be tw een  the w ooded 

h i l l s  and  the p ic tu re sq u e  c u rv in g  bay. T h e re  a r e  r e s o r t  co t ta g e s  o v er lo o k in g  

the  gulf - -  m an y  of them  u s e d  by  T ha i o ffic ia ls  and  w ea lthy  peop le  looking 

fo r  e s c a p e  f ro m  the h e a t  of Bangkok.

M rs .  K it t ik ach o rn  w as h e r e  to w elcom e u s ,  and  I  w as  p r e s e n te d  

w ith  a  g a r la n d  of ja sm in e  - -  w hite  and  r o s e  and  w ine and  a p r ic o t  an d  yellow ,
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in  the p r e c i s e  f o r m a l  pa tte rn ^m ad e  f ro m  a m il l io n  tiny  p e ta ls .  T h e y ,  

s m e l le d  so m  sw ee t.  T he  h o u se  could  have been  in  F lo r id a  o r  C a l i fo rn ia .

I t  w as  low and  ra m b lin g  and w hite  and v e ry  open. And the g rounds  w e re  

beautiful^ w ith  p a lm s  and b o uga inv il lea  an d  t ro p ic a l  f lo w e rs ,  a n d  a  lovely  

a s s o r t m e n t  of o r c h id s .  T h e re  w e re  v e ra n d a s  and  t e r r a c e s .  A nd r ig h t  

b e s id e  us  the Gulf of Siam^ the w a te r s  lapping  r ig h t  a t  the edge of the

law n. And som e e n o rm o u s  p ic tu re sq u e  boulders  ?l~rnng along the beach .

A ll the t im e  tha t we w e re  th e re  we could  see  a ship  plying in  i ts  pa th  

ju s t  a  l i t t le  off s h o re .  Up i t  w ould  go and  then b ack . It took a  w hile  to 

dawn on m e  tha t th is  w as a  U nited  S ta tes  Ship - - a  s o r t  of an  a r m ed g u a rd  

b e c a u s e  of o u r  p r e s e n c e .

A fte r  a l l  the p ro p e r  h o sp ita b le  e x p re s s io n s ,  the P r im e  M in is te r  

and  M rs .  K it t ik a c h o rn  l e f t  a nd Lyndon w ent up to r e s t .  T h is  w a s  the 

m o s t  p e r s o n a l  day  I h ad  had  on the t r ip  - -  the c lo s e s t  to the co u n try s id e  

th a t  I  h ad  b een . And I w as  not abou t to w as te  one m inu te  of it!

M rs .  M a r t in  a s k e d  w hat I w ould r e a l ly  like  to do. And so I  to ld  

h e r .  I  would  l ik e  to get into a c a r  and  d r iv e  a round , p e rh a p s  w ith  som ebody  

w ho cou ld  s p e a k  T h a i.  I  w ould love  to have  h e r  if she  would c a r e  to go, 

b u t d id n 't  w ant to d rag o o n  h e r .  Y es, she  could supply  the p e r s o n  who could  

s p e a k  T h a i  - -  M r s .  M uchi the wife of our AID m a n  th e re .  And A shton  

w en t w ith  u s .
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So the fo u r  of us  s e t  out in  a  c a r  fo r  a  r id e  a ro u n d  Bang San.

I t ' s  an  old v i l la g e  w ith  h o u se s  m ad e  of teak , s tand ing  on th e i r  s t i l t s  

on the edge of the  w a te r .  And lo ts  of l i t t le  s to r e s  se ll ing  c o r a l  an d  s t r a w  

h a ts .  And s p i r i t  h o u se s  e v e ry w h e re .  Thes e w e re  b r ig h t ly  d e c o ra te d  

l i t t le  h o u se s  - -  pink, b lue  - -  e la b o ra te ly  o rn a m e n te d  - -  about the s ize  

of a  b i r d  h o u se  s tand ing  on s t i l t s  - -  one b e s id e  e v e ry  r e s id e n c e  n e a r ly .  

T h e se  a r e  to en t ic e  the s p i r i t s  to take fo r  th e irs and  leave  your own house  

to you.

We p a s s e d  a  school h o u se .  It too could  have b een  in  an y  so u th e rn  

p a r t  of the U nited  S ta tes  - -  long and  low and open to su it  the h o t  coun try .  

I t  w as  r e c e s s  r f ,  an d  th e re  w e re  dozens of c h i ld re n  - -  p ro b a b ly  6 to 10 

y e a r s  o ld  runn ing  a ro u n d  sq uea ling  - -  the g i r l s  d r e s s e d  in  navy s k i r t s  

a n d  w hite  b louses^  ~t he  boys in  navy pan ts  and  w hite  s h i r t s .  A ll  the 

w o r ld  i t  seems^ ex cep t  u s  w e a r  u n ifo rm s  to the public s c h o o ls ! They  

w e r e  a s  m e r r y  and  l iv e ly  a s  c h i ld re n  an y w h ere .  I w en t o v e r  to  the 

fe n c e  an d  t r i e d  to ta lk  to them . They g a th e re d  a ro u n d  c u r io u s ,  and  one 

of them  d id  say , "H e l lo " .

O ur c a r  wound i ts  w ay  to w ard  the top of the h i l l  - -  a lm o s t  a 

m o u n ta in ,  th ick , a lm o s t  jungle v e g e t a t i o n   111111 m r ig h t  up to the 

ro a d s id e  on each  s ide . Down below  u s  w e re  the o ra n g e - t i le d  ro o fs  of 

B u d d h is t  te m p le s  and  the row  of l i t t le  te a k  h o u ses  following the w a te r  

l in e .
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I a s k e d  the d r iv e r  to s top. I w ould like  to get out and  u s e  m y

m o v ie  c a m e r a .  I s tep p e d  to the side of the ro a d  an d  w as  ju s t  pu tting

m y  foot in to  the  b u sh e s  w hen M rs .  M a rt in  b a gely  s h r ie k s ,  "S nakes  -

d o n 't  - co m e  b a c k " .  I cou ld  see  tha t she w as  r e a l ly  an g u ish ed . F e e l in g

r a th e r  c a s u a l  abou t i t  I ex p la in ed  tha t we had  p len ty  of r a t t l e s n a k e s  e tc . ■

in  T e x a s ,  bu t th e re  w as  h a rd ly  one u n d er  e v e ry  le a f  out th e r e .  She 

X  i
a n s w e re d  "Very  l ik e ly  not, bu t th e se  a r e  k r a i t s  and  c o b r a s . " I w a s  d u l y  

r e s p e c t f u l  im m e d ia te ly .  I have  h e a r d  that if  a  k r a i t  s t r i k e s ,  i t  is  in s ta n t  

d e a th  an d  th e re  is  nothing that can save  you. So I s to o d  in  the r o a d  and 

got p r e t ty  good p ic tu re s .

The c o m m o n  la n tan a  of the Texas Hi l l  C oun try  g row s h e r e  in  w ild  p r ofusion  

l ik e  a hedge - long fronds 8 o r 10 fe e t  ta ll - but the s a m e  l i t t le  f lo w e re ts ,

Kapok  trees  f ro m  w hich  th a t  f a m i l i a r  p illow  stuffing  is  m ad e .  And Tokay..—-

E n o rm o u s  l i z a r d s  th a t  m ak e  a  s o r t  of a  sing ing  sound a t  d u sk — Tokay , tokay.

yb u t  a r e  even  m o r e  fr ig h ten in g  than the sn ak es .

We s topped  a t  one of the B uddh is t  te m p le s ,  and  I a p p ro a c h e d  it.

At the c o r n e r s  of the ro o f  w e re  the l i t t le  poin ts  going sk y w ard  like  the 

ta i l s  of sn a k e s .  M rs .  M a r t in  to ld  m e  that it h ad  so m eth in g  to do w ith  

th e i r  m y th  of the flood, th a t  s e e m s  to be a  u n iv e r s a l  fo lk  m y th  c ropp ing  

up  in  c iv i l iz a t io n  a f t e r  c iv i l iza tio n ,
be

. T he tem p le  i t s e l f  a p p e a re d  to  / m ade of an  in fin ite  n u m b e r  of 

tiny  p ie c e s  of t i le ,  o ran g e  on top, g re e n  shiny ones a n d  b lue  ones  in
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a  d e s ig n  along the  w a l ls .  It w as  v e ry  open, a lm o s t  like  a  pav il ion  or 

s u m m e r  ho u se . I saw  a Monk in  h is  b r ig h t  o ran g e  c o s tu m e  »_h e  paid  

m e  a b so lu te ly  no a t te n t io n ,  a nd th e re  w as  a  big fa t  p l a s t e r  Buddha, 

g r in n in g  a m ia b ly  u n d e r  a  l i t t le  pagoda roof w ith  so m e  in cen se  burn ing  

in  f ro n t  of h im .

It  w as in d eed  the m o s t  exotic  lan d sc ap e  and  co u n try  I have  e v e r

seen .

On the way b ack  to the m a in  ro a d  we s topped  by one of the l i t t le  

te a k  h o u s e s .  T h e re  w as  an  a s s o r tm e n t  of s m a l l  naked  c h i ld re n ,  som e 

w ith  s h i r t s  bu t no pan ts^running  a ro u n d .  It had  a  tha tched  roof, a  boat, 

so m e  f ish in g  g e a r  s ta c k e d  a long s ide . I have no idea  w hat s a n i ta r y  

f a c i l i t i e s  - -  none ev iden t.  And b e s id e  each  h ouse  two o r  th re e  of the 

b ig  c la y  j a r s  abou t fou r  fe e t  h igh in w hich  they  ca tc h  r a in w a te r .  T h a t  is  

th e i r  d r in k in g  supply.

On the w ay b ack  I sa id ,  "St op. T h e r e 's  a  m onkey  on the  l i t t le  

w a l l ."  Sure  enough i t  w a s ^  a  g ray  m onkey  w ith  a  long ta i l  r ig h t

b e s id e  the ro a d I got out and  took h is  p ic tu re ,  and  s e v e r a l  of h is  f r ie n d s

c a m e  and  jo ined  h im  and  hopped a long  b e s id e  h im  p e rc h in g  on the l i t t le  

w a l l .  T h e y  a r e  w ild  M r s . M a r t in  to ld  m e . T hey  d id n 't  b o th e r  the peop le , 

an d  the people  d id n 't  b o th e r  them . And th e n  xredat when I tu rn e d  to get in  

C. • the c a r  one a lm o s t  fo llow ed m e  in s id e .  I fe l t  th is  is  m y  m o s t  ad v e n tu ro u s

day. I  a m  c lo s e s t  to the life  of th is  land  than I 'v e  been  an y w h ere .

. I
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W hen we got b ack  to the h ouse  Lyndon w as  a s le e p .  At an y  r a te  

h is  ro o m  w as d a r k  and  q u ie t . M rs .  M a r t in  had  p r e s e n te d  m e w ith  a 

w o n d e r fu l  a d v e n tu re ,  a n d  I dec id ed  I w ould take ad v an tage  of i t .  A ir

T  •
M a r s h a l ^  D a w e e  and  h is  w ife Kun Yi n g  Are e  owned an  i s lan d  ju s t  a  few

m in u te s  b y  h e l ic o p te r  f ro m  the gues t house  w h e re  w e w e re .  T h ey  had

g la s s  bo ttom  b o a ts  and  a  good sand  beach . Would I  like  to go? In a few

m in u te s  A sh ton  an d  I  saxRxd and  M rs .  M a r t in  w e re  wi n g i n g our  way o v e r

the c o u n try s id e  w h e re  we could  see  d a r k  g re e n  h u m m o c k s .  They  w e re

m ango  t r e e s  I w as  told. And then  w hat looked like  a  s e r i e s  of l i t t l e  w hite  

on
m o le s  rfxBBX the fa c e  of the e a r th  an d  m o re  and  m o re  of the tap io ca  b e in g  

g a th e re d  and  sw ept into p i le s .  It w as  u se d  fo r  glue, M rs .  M a rt in  to ld  

m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  foodstuff. And then we w e re  out o v e r  the gulf of Siam ̂ 

looking  down a t  the f ish  t r a p s  and  the d beau tifu l  deep blue of the w a te r .

We lan d ed  on C r y s ta l  I s la n d  on top of a  h eav ily  wooded h ill ,  a n d  th e re  

they  w e re ,  sm il in g  and  g lad  to m e e t  u s  - -  Kun Ying Ar e e  d r e s s e d  in  a

r.I- .o n

b a th in g  su i t  and  looking like  any  A m e r ic a n  f a m ily  hav ing  th e i r  a f te rn o o n

off a t  the b each .  -

We w a lked  down the h i l l  p a s t  th e ir  l i t t le  v aca t io n  co ttag e ,  a i r y

a n d  open, a lm o s t  c o v e re d  with lo v e ly  b o u g a in v i l la  v in es ,  th ro u g h  a
/ ■

g rove  of t r e e s  to a  sandy b each . T h e re  w ere  inn u m e ra b le  dogs an d  som e 

c a ts  p ick ing  th e i r  way a ro u n d ,  and  even  som e ch ick en s .  I h e a r d  a  r o o s t e r  

c ro w .
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M a rs h a l l  D a w e e  had  a g la s s  bo ttom  boat. He and  Kun Yin g  Ar e e  

a n d  A sh ton  an d  I took o u r  s e a ts  on opposite  s id e s  of the b o a t  and  looked 

down th rough  the g la s s  in to  a  f o r e s t  of c o r a l  - -  a n  u n d e rw a te r  ju n g le of 

b r a n c h e s  and c a th e d ra ls  and s p i r a l s .  They  w e re  a l l  g ra y  o r  w hite .

And I am  ru in e d  f o r e v e r  by C an ee l B ay/ T h e re  w e re  no b r ig h t  c o lo re d  

f ish  doing a  b a l le t  am ong  the c o ra l .  A s te w a rd  p a s s e d  a  t r a y  of f ru i t  

ju ic e  and  b e e r  an d  sn ack s  —  m o s t  of them u n r e c o g n i z a b l e  i t e m s .  I s tuck  

to the b e e r .  P r e s e n t ly  we cam e  b a c k  to the Is land . T h e re  w as  a
____

c a b a n a r ig h t  on the b e a c h  an d  Kun Ying Ar e e  a s k e d  m e to co m e  in  and  

t r y  one of h e r  sw im m ing  su its  and  have  a  swim in  the Gulf of S iam . They 

w e re  r e la x e d  and  gen ia l  h o s ts ,  and I fe l t  like  I knew them  b e t t e r  than  

n e a r ly  anybody I h ad  m e t  on th is  t r ip .

T he  w a te r  w as  v e r y  sa lty .  You could  f lo a t  w ithout t ry in g .  And 

c a lm  - -  l i t t l e  s u r f  - -  and  v e r y  lu lling . I sw am  f a r  out to w ard  a s h r im p  

b o a t  th a t  h ad  ey es  and  a  face  pa in ted  on the f ro n t  of it. A ll the b o a ts  

th is  a f te rn o o n  in the l i t t le  f ish ing  v i l lag e  had  h ad  fa c e s  pa in ted  on the 

f ro n t  - -  so m e  of them  quite  f e a r s o m e .  But i t ' s  an  am u sin g ,  gay cu s to m . 

T hey  look  lik e  a schoo l of  f ish .

A sh to n  and  Kun Ying A ree  s ta y e d  c lo se  to the b each . B ut M arsh a l^  

D a W e e  fo llow ed m e^pushing a  ru b b e r  f loa t c h a i r ,  and  w hen I w as  a lm o s t  

to the b o a t  I tu rn e d  a ro u n d  and got in  the c h a i r  and he p u sh ed  m e b a c k  to 

the  s h o re .  How u n b e l i e v a b l e  having a  swim in  the Gulf of Siam a t
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s u n se t  w ith  a com pan ion  n am ed  D a W e e !  I a sk e d  h im  about the w hite  

m ounds  tha t looked  l ike  m o le s  on the face  of the e a r th .  And he to ld  

m e  tha t they  w e re  C h in ese  b u r ia l  g rounds - -  tha t the C h inese  b u r ie d  

th e i r  dead  c lo se  to the sea .

B ac k  on the b each  - -  and  i t  w as a  lovely  w hite  c lean  sandy  b each  - -  

I changed  into m y  c lo th e s ,  w alked  b a re fo o te d  - -  the sand  fe l t  so good. The 

s e rv a n ts  had  b u i l t  a  f i r e  r ig h t  out on the sand  and w e re  cooking sh ish -k eb ab s  -■ 

beef an d  to m a to s  and  onions and  p e p p e rs  on long s k e w e rs .  T h ey  w e r e  d e l ic io u s .  

And th e re  w as  a  huge tab le  of f r e s h  seafood  that had  b een  sw im m ing  a ro u n d  

( j u s t  a  few h o u r s  ago in the Gulf. Big d e lic ious  sh r im p ,  c ra b  c law s ,  and

so m e th in g  I s u sp e c te d  of be ing  oc topus. I w as  d e te rm in e d  to sa m p le  

ev ery th in g .  And i t  w as  a l l  good.

And then  M a rsh a l  D aW ee  a s k e d  m e  if I  would s ig n  in  cem en t.

T h a t  i s  w hat we a lw ay s  do s k  w ith  the g u es ts  a t  the R anch  I to ld  h i m ! So 

they  took o u r  p ic tu re  w hile  we did  it. Only h e re  I put f i r s t  m y  hands  an d  

then m y  fe e t  an d  m y  nam e.

B ut i t  w as  t im e  to go hom e. Lyndon m u s t  be w ondering  w hat h ad  

happ en ed  to m e .  T h is  h a d  been  m y  m o s t  p e r so n a l ,  ro m a n tic ,  c lo se - to - th e -  

land  day on th is  whole t r ip .  I  s a id  goodbye and c l im b e d  the h i l l  and  

f le w  h o m e  o v e r  the s u n se t  s ea ,  looking down a t  the f ish  t r a p s  tha t looked 

( l ik e  long a r r o w s  in  the ca lm  se a  and  the boa ts  th a t  w e re  pa in ted , and  the

g r e a t  billows of p ink  clouds that g rad u a lly  faded in to  g ra y  and  then  into
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nigh t and  s t a r s .  It w as  a s  b eau tifu l  a  s u n se t  a s  I e v e r  r e m e m b e r .

And then we w e re  b a c k  a t  the F lo r id a - l ik e  house . Lyndon w as 

aw ake  and  r e a d y  fo r  d in n e r .  We c a l le d  Lloyd and  M a rv in  and  Jak e  and  

M a r i e .  And we h a d  th e b e s t  m e a l  of our whole t r ip  - -  w onderfu l  s tea k s  

an d  coconut ice  c r e a m  w ith  p ineapple . I  to o k  a l a s t  look  a t  the g a rd e n
I

w ith  i t s  f ra n g ip a n i  and  o rc h id s  and  low ly pe r i w inkle and  r o s e s .  How 

u n e x p ec ted  in  th is  climate.^ And the o rc h id s  and  the coconut s h e l ls  that 

the  h o u se  k e e p e r  h a d  p la c e d  fo r  u s  in  the ro c k  g a rd e n .  And then a t  9:00 -• 

oh lu x u ry  - -  we w e re  in bed, a  v e r y  low b e d  about a  foot off the f lo o r .

And the  f u rn i tu r e  cou ld  have b e e n  f ro m  any  F lo r id a  ho te l .  And the day 

w as  su ch  a m ix tu re  of the exotic  and  the f a m il ia r  tha t I s h a l l  n e v e r  fo rg e t  

i t .  ^


