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' Bangkok, Thailand.” Helen woke me(at’Go'cioc]k for the
'adirentﬁi'é I had looked forward to almost most of all on this

| tfip -~ a tour of the Kldngs_ (/)

L | |
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: ' _ . '@aﬁém;bl;nc.nl
.Saturday, Oct. 29th, in%_ Palace,

I had coffee in the tub -~ the huge marble and tile

bathroom as big as any living room I nearly ever had and.

before 7 was dressed and ready to go. .

Mrs, Graham Martin, our Ambassador?!s wife, came

for me, and we went to thebRoyal Lé.nding, boarded the Queen’s

"own launch -~ 40 feet of gleaming mahogany, shining brass

N . ﬂ ’
and white scalloped canopy/ ~ Kupa m(l)lly Koma, the wife

of the Foreign' Minister, was along, and a lovely young woman
: - - Won '

- whom I had met on my trip before, called Wee Gume , who was

" the daughter of Prince Won. She is in the foreign service, an

excellent interpreter, and Mrs. NAGEE Meréhey; the

~wife of our USIS officer, who is fluent in Thai. Two Ladies in
-Waifing rePre sented the Queen,who couldn't be with us because
~ she has é.bé.d cold, ':and of course Liz was there, anxious,

interested, alert/érery minute to get the most colorful pictures

and story for the other part of her constituency, the Press.
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_Sowe set forth for 2 hours that I shall never forget,

‘the most crowded, romantic, vivid page_ in my memory, - The
.The Klong -is a slow, narrow stream lined with houses and little
- .stores. It is the heart's artery of this exotic capitol. The

' . people live beside it, trade on it, bathe in it, it is lined with

houses ~-- two’ storied made of teak banistered in rails, orchids

in pots on the porch, roofs of tin or tile » with schools that

are bursting with children, ancient moss-covered mosques with .

ornate < dome s reaching to the sky, little shops that sell hats
or coffee or me at and fish. Mostly it is teeming with li.fe with '

hundreds and hunreds of Thais 11n1ng the bank sm111ng, waving,

'\
At

saymg sornetlnng that sounded like Chi yo, chi yo; w1th group

after group after}ga:mmdx group of little ch11dren, the boys dre ssed

in Kpfki shirtsand white blouses, the little girls in blue skirts

and white blous-es, all with waving fla.gs and big smiles. ‘S.ever'al

| _.Were so exc1ted they fell in the Klong.» R

‘The Klong 1tsel.f was full of traff:.c What L1z called ‘the

.. Thai Navy followed us. Beh1nd them a huge lumbermg boat full
of the Press with their camer a}franta.cally trying to record the se
. wonderful pictures, but dextrjously prevented)unhappily, by the
‘ . : /.

officials in between.
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‘But the real traffic were the people trading. Little’

wooden béats with a square lip at the front and at the back

into which the pedple sfepped as easily as I would Step into

‘my living room or kitchen, so much at home on the Kdong are

they, éndﬁn;the boats their wares: bananas, coconuts, oranges,
papayas, crab apples, a.sfa.c.k of roaf/duck, orchids, orchids,

orchids, vegetablés I éouldn't identify; some of them lqoked like -

squash/shallots, tarnips greens, and whole boats loaded with hats

for sale.

2

Soon a boat came along us and a woman offered me §

- gifty of orchids or a basket of oranges or a cluster of bananga—

Within an hour we could have gone into busine ss camslek .

ourselves.

" Wee Won told me that most of the houses had their own

- little or‘ch‘ard behind thém, oi"their little ga.rdén pé.tch, ‘where
they raised the things they sold. Spiee I will remember; A
. glimfwse into-a house where I saw a picture of the Ki.ng‘ and

' Queen on the wall; another ;2 small hammock swaying gently

‘ a suspended from the beam. It was the baby's crﬁdle. And another

a sign saying Cock Fights, and then Fish Fights, A white %rz%

twe Swaying gently in his perch in a love apple trees. A cage of

‘rabbits, but I was told they were not being sold for meat but for |

pets. I could believe it. Everywhere there were dogs and cats.
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- A woman c_ooking her family's meal over a little charcoal
stove. I aeked Mrs. K&*x*l‘h-----'-_; ’what'it was and she '.said'.
'probably a mlxture of tapioca and pork |
Sorne of the boats are large, obv1ously lived in by a
i family who probably live and die in their boat onpthe Klong.
‘We pae§ed two saw mills with stacks of 1urr1ber, teak ‘I.
| rvas told, arnda coffee Ehop - a .sor't of social center, but to me
the whole Kloné 1s’a soc:.al center, and once a ma.n who was‘ up
to his che st in the Klong calmly lathermg h1mse1£ with soap --
the only one I think who did not not1ce us . .‘ |
| There was an old woman whoAcame up to the Qoat w1th
. teeth -
her g1ft and her smile revealed teakth that were qu1te brown
 from chewmg 'bettlenut. | |
Many of the grougé of Boys and girls that we passed
had on unlﬂy’dms of g1r1 gu:.des or boy scouts or browmes or
c&b scouts. They were all smgmg and sm1i1ng, and two of them g
'fell in in their exc1rement and the}r quxte put an’ end for me to . ._ .
the oft repeated phrase 'i:hat fhe Thais are unpasswe and wzthdrawn" :
Several times there were tourists, and once mev1tab1y someone

. called "Welcome to Thailand ’,Mrs Johnson. We're £rorr1 Texas, ' -

B
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KUES‘ gqp o Molly (?) had brought along fruits and sweets

_ and coffee, but I had a hard time st0pp1ng fofa drmk there
was so much to see and _do and there was always a boat drawing
'up'besides ours with a gift. Tlhe least I codld do in return was

" ‘one .morrlerlt of contaot,/agf eyes, and.s‘mile" and appreciation, . B
Little boys‘weaﬁng T shirts that advertised ‘Asianlgames, and
freqdently we saw an ad in Thai that we co.uld‘not read except
for one word, such as "fab” apparently a favor:.te of ours,

Often along the way there were golden altars dmex decorated
with flowers. nght at the edge of the Klong a cluster of people "
'sitting: .crossed legged on the ground around it. This, I was
told, meant.the)'r had g're.at respect for me, \\Orle keeps_one'e llead

. below a revered per son:‘ . o |

'I'he Klong was also .'racin g with fast little boats that had
outboard motors, some w1th a long shaft about 4 feet and a | |
propeller on the end In th1s crowded Klong I co uld see what the

' ng meant when he spoke of them as dangerous, and how he
o was try'mg to rnvent and get produced one that would be just as |
faat bdt not dangeroua. ' | |

'l’he fronds of palm trees awayed above the houses.,f and
amazmgly tl1ere was a long lme of poles with wires - telephone or’

: electr1c1ty I did not know -- and out beside each house were b1g ’

terra cotta jars to catch the rainwater for their supply of drinking .

water. Otherwise, all their needs were filled from the Klong itself,

T oo,




TN

—

October 29, 1966 - page 6

And very often standing on a little stilt was a spirit house |

a sort of miniaturé temple, brightly decorated, frequently

-

garlanded-with- flowers, and every few blocks the bright orange

 tile mawxdx  roofs of a \yatr (?)

Once I saw a man with a little charcoal stove on which

there was a steaming kettle, and 1'ots‘_of tiny cups., He was
~ selling coffee. Sometimes bunfing was strung along the Klong
and nearly evefywhere the re were flagsgn poles, and signs of

. . R . o
-\\.W‘Llcome, President and Madame Johnson, and orfe a poster “"Hail

to the Prote ctg of.Wor]:.d Justice. T

| The real experience for me \;vas the )\-raried‘ tapestry éf‘
life, the crowded, teéming life of the. Klong itself, ‘I do not hxmx
icn.ow of any two hours on my j:rip I shall chcyarbish‘ as much,

A little past nine wé- docked and maile our way to one of.

" the Thai handicraft shops where I got a quick look at some silk

~ being bxwxmexx woven anév kintroduc/ted to some of the handiqr;;ft

. people, and then in to the car and back to-Basawe Gar'&mw!}nm

Palace in time to change into my blue linen, and ride with Mrs, !

‘Martin to Kachuméorn (?) Univ‘e’r sity where Lyndon :was'fo

receive an honorary doctorate in political science.




(==

‘where there is no air-conditioning,
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The colorful ceremongy took place in an ‘aud'ito»riu.m of the

Univer sity)witneésed by the Thai Cabinet, including Prime

Mimister Kitti}\chorn’( ?) and as many of the 8,000 students and
professors of the University as could crowd in.
~ Beginning in 1938 at little Southwestern in Georgetown

and in the 28 years since I have participated in a lot of honorary

" degrees but the Thais take the prize for having the right kind of

- academic robes, The topg professors of the Univeréity filed in

and then His Maje sty the .King' escorting Lyndon, and everybody
had on a robe made out of net -~ sheer, coql; just rightv for the

)

Thai climate! Lyndon's and the King’s were banded'in gold and red

" braid; others in pink and silver. ‘It was a beautdful sight. I wish.

- Lyndon could wear this robe in any June academic ceremony .

- The King is a slighﬁ, dark, intense 'young man, seldom.

smiling. He wears dark glasses because of an eye injury.l, You .

feel that he is very earnéét ébbuf his country and working searchingly

at}us job. There is an air of constramt wherever he is present

or so it seemed to me, everybody be1ng very deferent1a1 a.nd

'dlgn1f1ed I felt rather sorry for him and the Queen. I wonder
.how‘theyA ever get through to simple é_ontac‘ts, to laughter, oxr do"

" people ever tell them an unpleasant truth.
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’ The‘ King-hinisexf gave' Lyndon the citation, and in
. Lyndon;s. )speech be made an appeal to the leaders of Hanoi.
to lay aside arrns ‘and sit down together at the'table’ ot’ rea_son;
He spoke of‘a'll the things we could do --constructive things for .
health and education if we could lay a.si‘de our arms{ |
| And then ‘a moet ‘unuéual thing hapi)en ed. He si gned the
International Education Act which will bolster international
training and researoh, both graduate and undergraduate in
Ame rican colleées. The first time a.ny American' ‘legislation-- R
: has evei-.been 'sAigned.on m:anxx foreign soil,
( , | . , | 4  There was on‘ejline in his s-peech-that rang in my mind
' through the whole summation of our day. The central tragedy |
~of our tlmes 1s’dyhu.man and matenal waste that goes into war .[(
That tells the whole story of toda.y.
We f11ed into a b1g reception room, champagwas paSSed
a g:.ft was pre sented to me, and then Lyndon and I parted, he to step
out 1nto the f1ag—-wav1ng crowd of sm11mg students -~ not a,'-'. :
érotest banner in s1ght -;- as he 'tavas s;wamped by the1r reachmé
hands and engulfed by the:.r cheers I thought of the warmngs we
had had all along that the se were a very retn'mg CRBEXErK people :
who would not express thetnselve s.‘_ Lyndon was enJoymg it buthe

. - T was mmdful of the ng s preSence wh1ch alwa.ys 1mposes a nece551ty

of being restrained and qu1et so he ma.de ‘as little of it as possible, -




(-

I thought you were supposed to take the bowll)
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reaching for a few hs.nds, and smiling into all the ey he could,
and then Was in his car and goné, and I drove with Mi-s._ Martin
across the campiis to the Red Cross Bu11d1ng There Queen

PRAOAY met us, She is one of the most genuinely beautiful
women I have ever seen -~ a very sWeet face, gentle, ooméosed,
I _canilbt imagine _hei' making a loud or ugly noise. She wore-

a chértreuse and blue printed blouse over a long bribght blue

" skirt,

Everytirns I see he1" IAremember that I have reao. she is:
one of the worid‘s be st &rossed women. _‘ It .is:a‘ﬂag that sort of
prscedes-, one once you have got the title.

I was presented w1th a ruedal of merit frosn the golden
bowl in Wthh a11 thmgs are g1veu to one. LOn my first trip here ‘

-

And I pre sented the ho sp1ta1 W1th a tele( ")thermometer

- which rscords the..body tempel_'ature of 6»pat1ents s1mu1taneously

| L . , :
On th1s tr1p I ha.ve learned what ladie s—m._wa1t1ng are for‘

They take the bouquets and the gifts from the Queen the mmemtx

" moment the pre senta.tlon is over so that she will not be burdened."
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In T_haﬂand leishave become instead bracelets that one

wears around the arm or wrist, made of thousands of tiny, cream.

4

" colored blossoms with long tassels of red and pink or yellow -

on cream colored sewed together in a very elaborate design.
I cannot look at them without calculating the hours of labor it
!

took to pfoduce one! 'I‘hejr are overwhelmingly fragrant,

‘The Queen gentiy ledd me through some of the wards

where the patients were sitting creSS—legged on the beds . and

greeted us with impassive faces mostly, and the joined hands
and bowed heads -~ the traditional greeting of their cou.ntry.v

That is, the old ones did, The young ones and the hurse_s were

. all smiles and lively interest.

It was a brief :ceremony. The Queen talked with me about '
her work Wlth the Red Cross, the need for more h08p1tals, %d

I told her of the Senate Lad:.es Red Cross umt and asked about

her c_old. It was better. And then we said good bye, and w1th Mrs. ’

" Martin I'went to the - 7-;0:5 T | Zw Zoo, my last stop of the day.

where I was met by the D1rector and the Deputy Prune Minister?’s

w1£e, and spent an hour strolhng around the grounds lookmg at the

topitary dixx shrubs which are most imaginatively' clipped into
" the shape of birds and Thai dancers and dinaée.ursy very lifelike and
.ambusing -~ a Yery lot of work -- and feeding stalks of sugar cane .

"to the\elephants while Jerry looked on with a pretty jaundiced eye, .
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~ and then bananas which is a little more difficult because they

are pretty small. The elephants were as gentIe as lambs.

- And feedmg pieces of bread to the carp that bound out of the -
 lake to grab them -~ Some of them two or three feet long.‘ We

- saw thevRoy;al White Elephant the King is supposed to i‘ide on

ceremonial occasions, but he wasn't white at all except for his
enormous toenails and his eyes. His trunk is a sort of mottled

greyish, The Director of the Zoo presented me with an albino

‘turtle to take home'to the Washington Zoo., Crowds of‘c'hildren

followed me everywhere I went mdaﬁé'vi:ta-b'ly when I asked one

of San Antonio.

young o
In the lake three/ elephants were havmg a bath

enJoyJ.ng themselve s, but qulte obed1ent to their keeper and his

o ostick,

’There ‘was a pleasant park very full of children, and this

| day even more'fuli of photo'graphei- s.l We stopped at a refreshment
stand and had half a coconut with staws in 1t, and I drank the sweet

" bland liquid, | | o ,
‘But by now I was beginning to gitkx wilt. It had been a long ' |

time since coffee in the tub at’ six o'clock 80 we signed the la.st of

‘many guest books of my 6 hour s:.ght seemg tr1p and went back to

and then collapsed in bed for awh11e. |

' B-renea »Q\émg hm a g Pa.lace where I had a quiet lunch w1th Lyndon

Ca/y:Z:—.» =

- of them his name, and 1nev1tab1y he was a Texan, Mark KerrTW—
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Close to f1ve I put on my yellow lace dress -- rny "wedding

dre ss -~ and Lyndon I went to Government House for Prime

Munster and Mrs., Klttlc%'orn 's receptmn. With three days
| ~in Mam.la and two days here, I am begmnmg to feel_ verymuch at

~home with them. He is always smiling and she is plurnp,,comfortabl_e B

and very pleasant. It was a beautiful party in a large spacious

 hall, well»organivz'ed s and not crowded.

‘They lead us around the room, introducingb us to groups.’

There was the American community, businessmen representing.

' Singer Sewing Machine and the petroleum companies, and

government officials, and other Thais . I saw Prince Won (‘7)-
and his’ : :

- whese daughter Wee Won ~and my fr1end Air Marshal[ Dﬂawee (?)

and Arwee (?_) h15‘w1fe, and we talked about swimming in the Sunset

_' Sea.

There was champa%; and toasts and a pleasant hour, and

‘then close to six we returned to the Palace, a.nd I made a hurrled

trip to Salasahafi,, the Grand Palace where we are giving a banquet

‘tonight in hnm_honor of the ng and Queen, I talk’ed.with Barbara

Keene who has been here managing it for several days.‘ She looked ._ |

harrassed. It hasn't been easy to do -~ to 'run a party 13, kOOO miles

frorn your base. She had dmxm decorated the hall with swags of

yellow bunting andis using round tables and menus a.nd place cards

.engraved and wimx written at thethlte,House wh1ch'transfers as
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.much of the East Room and the State Dining Room as can be

in this exotic city.

And then back to my lfx large suite in the Palace for

.. a shampoo and set . Ihave such a nice hairdresser, and after

- having known me this long Shaj and her assistant have 'fin'a.lly stopped

approaching me on their knees ~- a custom which makes me

' extremely uncomfortabléAwhich I noticed this morning with%ertain
. flinching fmthe.middle’agJLRed Cross officials who approached

the Queen on their knee¢s with their hands outstretched in front

- with a golden bowl and its presentation.in it,q althoughtx there is -

- certainly nothing in he r gentle & manner to'require that sort of

groveling,

I wore my ivory chiffon and pearls and felt quite elegant,

and Lyndon his white dinner jacket , and clo Se‘t'o ei'.ght we Went to

Sala Sﬂhaj\e'\ ’ where we wefe on time to greet them at the

front steps a.n'd-'to‘ 'p‘a.use for photographers looking at the great .

full mdqn above thé_ temf;le tops..

“The Queen was in ruby red, ’high nebck,_ 16ng sleeves, -

girdléd'with gold and an enormous gold ornament in the front

. ) . ) / . " B
and lovely Tidms chandalger £ like Thai earrings that would be
as fashionable today in our country as ?.}je' traditional here,

The guest list was inostly Thai ‘government officials

though we introduced a few American business men. Barbara
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tried bravely but we sorely missed the wonderful setting of

1660 Pennsjlv_aﬁia Avenue. We had crab meat crepes and

> .

- fillet of beef and strawberry soupetfe (?). The bouquets on the
-yellow covered tables were Rastds da.ff%.dils and#iaisies and sweet A

‘peasé¢ and asters,» and in this land of orchids it looked very

simple.

" The high point.of the evening_.I thought were the toasts —

hoth of them, Lyndon borrowed from)Lincolh a rather amusing '

story. /ﬁw f1r st offer of assistance between our countnes was

made in 1861 by your great Klng Xz MaNqK \ ‘That was the

'_ Ki.ng s great grandfathe r, and the one in whose household Anna served -

as tutor, and the offer was made to our great President Abraham
Lincol_n. King Mengh 3T knew we were in a Civil War, He
read where we had no elephants so he wrote to Pre sident Lincoln |

offering to s.end‘hil'n éome elephants' Mr, Lincoln’thought seriously_.

- about the proposal , and then he wrote a letter to K1ng Mog_;)c-__(,g

He thanked the ng and said he would happlly accept the offer :
save for the fact that the climate in opr country was too cold for 3

elephants to prosper. The whole point of the story was that the

 disposition of our two countries to help each other goes back we11

into the past, Lyndon sa1d Your MaJesty Presuient LGcoln closad» '

his letter to your great grandfather more than 100 years ago wzth”
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yu-ﬂrthese words: d’Wlshmg for your Ma_]esty a long a.nd happy 11fe

and for the generous people of Siam the highest p0831b1e prosPerity
J

I commend both to the blessings of Almight/God . I cannot :

)}

: n'nprove upon those words. '

Threre was a gocbd piece of research ’ and kept us all
11sten1ng and then the ng answered quletly/' puttmg down his

written text? and talking off the cuff in a..lively way with humor

" and freshness #Y¥es, his great grandfather had tried to lend us

elephants whixh we assumed we couldn't use. Now t}:ey were
certainly learning to make good use of the technical assistance
that America was offering to Thailand. ¥ |

~ After the toasts we went into a great confelje'nce room

130 or so of us , took our seats , and Stan Getz (?) and his troop

who had come over from the United States especially for this

: occasi’or{played a2 medly of jazz for us.’ It was not my cvup of tea |

but 1t is so well known that the ng is a Jazz bu.g—(—"-) and has ‘

upon occas:.on gotterf.\p and played an 1nstrument r1gh1: along w1th

o the band that I thmk it was very enterpnsmg of Bess and Barbara '

to have prov1ded Stan Getz;y.)and all the other guests raved about hzm.

We b1d the K1ng and @ueen goodn1ght at the front door

- about eleven th1rt§ urging them not to get up to say g:msb;ae goodbye to

us as we left the country tomorrow mornmg at-a very early hour, and'_

life tgex the high point of which was for me the trip on the Klong -

D TR S .

 so at 12:30 I went to bed at the end of one of the fullest shys in'my whole | |




where one could feel really immer sed‘in :t_the life of this

exotic romantic country.

e
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