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S a tu rd a y , O ct, 29th, in  B o r o m p h im a n [? ]  P a la c e ,

B angkok, T h a ilan d .' H elen  woke m e a t 6 o*clocJtk fo r  the 

a d v e n tu re  I had  looked  fo rw a rd  to  a lm o s t m o s t of a l l  on th is  

t r ip  — a to u r  o f th e  khlongs

I  had  coffee in  the tub  — the huge m a rb le  a n d  t i l e  

b a th ro o m  as  b ig  a s  any liv ing  ro o m  I n e a r ly  e v e r  h ad  and  

b e fo re  7 w as d r e s s e d  and re a d y  to  go,

M rs . G ra h a m  M a rtin , our A m b a s sa d o r’s w ife , cam e 

fo r  m e , and we w ent to  th e  R o y al L anding , b o a rd e d  the Q ueen*s 

own launch  - - 4 0  fe e t of g leam ing  m ahogany , sh in ing  b r a s s  

and  w hite  sc a llo p e d  c an o p y / K u n a  m o lly  K om a, th e  w ife

of th e  F o re ig n  M in is te r , w as  along, and a  lo v e ly  young w om an

w hom  I h ad  m e t on m y  t r ip  b e fo re ,  c a lle d  W ee W o n , who w as 

th e  d au g h te r  of P r in c e  W on. She is  in  the fo re ig n  s e rv ic e ,  atn. 

e x c e lle n t in te r p r e te r ,  and M rs . N e t a  M erch ey , th e

w ife of o u r  USIS o f f ic e r ,  who is  flu en t in  T h a i. Tw o L a d ie s  in  

W aiting r e p re s e n te d  th e  Queen^who c o u ld n 't be  w ith  u s  b e c a u s e  

she h a s  a  b ad  co ld , and of c o u rse  L iz  w as th e r e ,  an x io u s, 

in te r e s te d ,  a l e r t » / ^ e r y  m in u te  to  ge t the m o s t c o lo r fu l p ic tu re s  

and  s to ry  fo r th e  o th e r  p a r t  of h e r  c o n s titu en cy , the P r e s s .



So we s e t fo r th  fo r 2 h o u rs  th a t I s h a ll  n e v e r  fo rg e t,  

the  m o s t  c ro w d ed , ro m a n tic , v iv id  page in  m y m e m o ry . The 

.The Khlong i s  a  slow , n a r ro w  s tr e a m  lin e d  w ith  h o u se s  and  l i t t le  

s to r e s .  I t is  the h e a r t ’s a r t e r y  o f th is  exo tic  c a p ito l. The 

peop le  liv e  b e s id e  i t ,  t r a d e  on i t ,  ba the  in  it ,  i t  i s  lin e d  w ith 

h o u se s  - -  two s to r ie d  m ad e  of te a k  b a n is te re d  in  r a i l s  , o rc h id s  

in  p o ts  on th e  p o rc h , ro o fs  of t in  o r t i le ,  w ith  schoo ls  th a t  

a re  b u rs t in g  w ith  c h ild re n , an c ien t m o ss -c o v e re d  m o sq u e s  w ith  

o rn a te  a: do m es rea c h in g  to  the  sky, l i t t le  shops th a t  s e l l  h a ts  

f  o r  co ffee  o r  m e a t and fish . M ostly  it i s  te e m in g  w ith  life ,w ith

h u n d re d s  and  hundreds o f T h a is  lin ing  the b an k  sm ilin g , w aving,
■ It ■

I ■ I ■
saying  som eth ing  th a t  sounded  like "C hi yo, ch i y o " w ith  g ro u p  

a f te r  g roup  a f t e r  î scxsocDdx g roup  of l i t t le  c h ild re n , th e  b o y s  d r e s s e d  

in  khaki  s h i r t s  and  w hite  b lo u se s , th e  l i t t le  g i r l s  in  b lu e  s k ir t s

an d  w hite  b lo u se s , a ll  w ith  w aving f la g s  and b ig  s m ile s .  S e v e ra l  

w ere  so  e x c ite d  they  f e l l  in  the Khlo n g .

The Khlong i t s e l f  w as  fu ll  of t r a f f ic .  W hat L iz  called^the
(I

T h a i N av y  fo llow ed  u s . B ehind  th e m  a huge lu m b e rin g  b o a t fu ll  

o f th e  P r e s s  w ith  th e ir  c am e r aŝ  fra n tic a lly  try in g  to  r e c o r d  th e se  

w o n d erfu l p ic tu re s ,  but d e x t r o u s ly  p reven ted^unhapp ily  by the  

o f f ic ia ls  in  b e tw een .
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B ut th e  r e a l  t r a f f ic  w ere  the  p eo p le  tra d in g . L ittle  

w ooden b o a ts  w ith  a  sq u a re  lip  a t th e  f ro n t and a t th e  b ack  

in to  w hich  the  peop le  s tep p ed  a s  e a s ily  a s  I  w ould s tep  in to  

m y  liv in g  ro o m  o r k itch en , so m u ch  a t hom e on the  Khlong a r e  

th ey , and in  the b o a ts  th e ir  w a re s :  banan a s , co co n u ts , o ra n g e s , 

p a p a y a s , c ra b  a p p le s , a  s ta c k  of r o a st duck, o rc h id s , o rc h id s , 

o rc h id s , v e g e ta b le s  I c o u ld n 't iden tify ; som e of th e m  looked  like 

squash, s h a llo ts , tu rn ip s  g re e n s ,  and  whole b o a ts  lo ad ed  w ith  h a ts  

fo r s a le .

Soon a  b o a t cam e along us and a w om an o ffe re d  m e ■$ 

gifts of o rc h id s  o r a  b a s k e t of o ra n g e s  o r a  c lu s te r  of b a n a n as i ^
I-

W ith in  an  hour we cou ld  have gone in to  b u s in e s s  oosasitei 

o u rse lv e s !

W ee Won to ld  m e th a t m o st of the h o u se s  h ad  th e i r  own 

l i t t le  o rc h a rd  b eh in d  th em , o r  th e ir  l i t t le  g a rd e n  p a tc h , w h ere  

th ey  r a i s e d  the  thing s th ey  so ld . Scenes I w ill r e m e m b e r^ A 

g lim p se  in to  a  house  w here  I saw  a p ic tu re  o f the King and  

Q ueen on the  w all; another^ a  s m a ll  h am m o ck  sw aying gen tly  

su sp en d ed  f ro m  th e  b e a m  -  J t w as the b a b y 's  c ra d le .  And a n o th e r  

a  s ig n  saying  C ock  F ig h ts, and  then  F is h  F igh ts. A w hite cockatoo 

tw® Sw aying gen tly  in  h is  p e r c h  in  a  love app le  t r e e s , A cag e  of 

r a b b i ts ,  but I  w as to ld  th ey  w ere  not being so ld  fo r  m e a t b u t fo r  

p e ts .  I  cou ld  b e lie v e  i t .  E v e ry w h e re  th e re  w ere  dogs and  c a ts .



A w om an cooking h e r  f a m ily 's  m e a l o v e r  a  l i t t le  c h a rc o a l

s to v e . I  a sk e d  M rs . K o m a  ------ - w hat i t  w as and  she sa id

p ro b a b ly  a  m ix tu re  o f ta p io c a  and  p o rk .

Som e of the b o a ts  a r e  la rg e , obv io u sly  liv e d  in  by a 

fam ily  who p ro b a b ly  live  and die in  th e i r  b o a t on the  Khlong .

We p a s s e d  two saw  m il ls  w ith  s ta c k s  of lu m b e r, te a k  I 

w as to ld , and  a  coffee shop -  a  s o r t  o f so c ia l c e n te r ,  bu t to  m e 

th e  w hole Khlong is  a  s o c ia l c e n te r ,  and  once a  man. who w as up 

to  h is  c h e s t in  the Khlong c a lm ly  la th e r in g  h im s e lf  w ith  so ap  - -  

th e  only  one I  th in k  who d id  no t n o tic e  u s  .

T h e re  w as an  old w om an who cam e up to  the  b o a t w ith
te e th

h e r  g ift, and  h e r  sm ile  re v e a le d  tffiaddi th a t w ere  qu ite  b ro w n  

f ro m  chew ing b e te l  n u t . '

M any o f the g ro u p s  of boys an d  g i r l s  th a t we p a s s e d  

h a d  on unifo rm s  of g i r l  g u id es  o r  boy sc o u ts  o r b ro w n ie s  o r  

c u b  s c o u ts . They w ere  a l l  s ing ing  and  sm ilin g , and  tw o of th em  

f e l l  in  in  th e i r  e x c ite m e n t, and  they  qu ite  pu t an  end  fo r  m e to  

the  o ft r e p e a te d  p h ra s e  *th a t ' "The T h a is  a re  im p a ss iv e  and  w ith d ra w n "  

S e v e ra l  t im e s  th e r e  w ere  to u r i s t s ,  and  once in ev itab ly  som eone 

c a lle d  "W elcom e to  T h a ila n d  M rs  Jo h n so n . W e’re  f ro m  T e x a s ."
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K u n y a n  M olly  (? ) h ad  b ro u g h t along f ru i ts  and  sw e e ts  

and  co ffee , but I h ad  a h a r d  tim e stopping for a  d rin k , th e re  

w as so m uch  to  see  and  do and  th e r e  w as  a lw ay s  a  b o a t d raw ing 

up b e s id e s  o u r s  w ith  a  g ift. T he le a s t  I co u ld  do in  r e tu r n  w as 

one m o m en t of co n tac t* /^ f e y e s , and sm ile  and  a p p re c ia tio n .

L it t le  boys w ea rin g  T s h i r t s  th a t a d v e r t is e d  A sian  g a m e s , and 

f re q u e n tly  w e saw  an ad  in  T h a i th a t  we could  not r e a d  ex cep t 

fo r one w o rd , su ch  a s  "fab ” a p p a re n tly  a  fa v o rite  of theirs

O ften  along the w ay th e r e  w e re  go lden  a l t a r s  dasex d e c o ra te d  

w ith  f lo w e rs . R ig h t a t the edge of the Khlong a  c lu s te r  o f  people

T "  '■ ' ' ' ■ . , ■ ■
s ittin g  c r o s s e d  leg g ed  on the g round  a ro u n d  i t .  T h is , I  w as

to ld , m e a n t th ey  had  g re a t  r e s p e c t  fo r  m e . One k e e p s  o n e 's  h e a d

n
b e lo w  a  r e v e re d  p e r  son.

T he Khlong w as  a lso  ra c in g  w ith  f a s t  l i t t le  b o a ts  th a t  h ad  

o u tb o a rd  m o to rs ,  som e w ith  a  long shaft abou t 4 fe e t and  a 

p ro p e l le r  on  the  end. In th is  c ro w d ed  Khlong I co u ld  se e  w hat the 

King m e a n t w hen he spoke of th e m  a s  d a n g e ro u s , and  how h e  

w as  try in g  to  in v en t and g e t p ro d u ce d  one th a t w ould  be  ju s t  a s  

f a s t  but not d an g e ro u s .

T he fro n d s  of p a lm  t r e e s  sw ayed  above the h o u s e s , cuid 

am az in g ly  th e re  w as a  long lin e  of p o le s  w ith  w ire s  -  te lep h o n e  o r  

. -  e le c t r ic i ty  I  d id  not know — and out b e s id e  e a ch  h o u se  w e re  big

t e r r a  c o tta  j a r s  to  c a tc h  the ra in w a te r  fo r th e ir  supply  of d rin k in g  

w a te r .  O th e rw ise , a l l  th e i r  n e e d s  w ere  f i l le d  f ro m  th e  Khlong i t s e l f .
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And v e ry  o ften  stand ing  on a  l i t t le  s t i l t  w as a  s p i r i t  house  

a  s o r t  of m in ia tu re  te m p le , b r ig h tly  d e c o ra te d , f req u e n tly  

g a r la n d e d  w ith  f lo w e rs , and  e v e ry  few b lo ck s  the b r ig h t o ran g e  

ti le  rjosDdc ro o fs  of a  Wat (?)

O nce I saw  a m an  w ith  a  l i t t le  c h a rc o a l  stove on w hich 

th e re  w as a s team in g  k e ttle , and  lo ts  of tin y  cups. He w as 

se llin g  co ffee . S o m e tim es  bunting  w as s tru n g  along th e  Khlong 

a n d  n e a r ly  ev e ry w h e re  th e re  w e re  f l a g s  on  p o le s , and  s ig n s  of

\V JL J*
Welc o m e , P r e s id e n t  and  M adam e Jo h n so n , and  once a  p o s te r  "H a il 

to  the P r o te c to r  of W orld  J u s t i c e " .

T he r e a l  e x p e rie n c e  fo r  m e w as th e  v a r ie d  ta p e s t r y  of 

life , th e  cro w d ed , teem in g  life  of the  K long i ts e lf .  I  do not Isaxacs 

know of any two h o u rs  on  m y  t r ip  I s h a ll  c h e r is h  a s  m u ch .

A l i t t le  p a s t  n ine  we docked  and m a d e o u r w ay to  one of 

th e  T h a i h a n d ic ra f t  shops w h e re  I got a  q u ick  look a t som e s ilk  

- b e in g  TxcBaoBoc w oven  an i^ |te troducked to  som e of the h a n d ic ra f t
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p eo p le , and  th en  in  to  the  c a r  and b ack  t o  B o r o m p h i m a n   

P a la c e  in  tim e  to  change in to  m y  b lu e  lin en , and' r id e  w ith  M rs ,  * 

M a rtin  to  C h u la lo n g k o rn  U n iv e rs ity  w h ere  Lyndon w as to  

r e c e iv e  an h o n o ra ry  d o c to ra te  in  p o lit ic a l sc ie n c e .



The c o lo rfu l c e r e m o n y  to o k  p la c e  in  an au d ito riu m  of the  

U n iv e rs ity ^ w itn e sse d  by the T h a i C ab in e t, inc lud ing  P r im e

■

M in is te r  K itti k a c h o r n  and a s  m any  of th e  8 ,000  s tu d e n ts  and  

p r o f e s s o r s  of the U n iv e rs ity  a s  could  c ro w d  in .

B eg inn ing  in  1938 a t l i t t le  S o u th w este rn  in  G eo rg e to w n  

and in  th e  28 y e a r s  s in c e  I have p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a  lo t  of h o n o ra ry  

d e g re e s  bu t th e  T h a is  tak e  th e  p r iz e  fo r  having  the r ig h t  kind of 

a cad em ic  ro b e s .  T he top^ p r o f e s s o r s  of the U n iv e rs ity  f ile d  in  

and th en  H is  M ajesty  th e  King e s c o r t in g  Lyndon, and  ev ery b o d y  

had  on a ro b e  m ad e  out o f n e t - -  s h e e r , cool, ju s t  r ig h t fo r  th e  

T h a i c lim a te !  Lyndon’s and th e  K ing’s w ere  b an d ed  in  gold  and r e d  

b ra id ;  o th e r s  in  p ink  and  s i lv e r .  It w as a  b e a u ti fu l s ig h t. I  w ish . 

Lyndon co u ld  w ear th is  ro b e  in  any June a cad em ic  c e re m o n y  

w h ere  th e re  i s  no a ir -c o n d itio n in g .

The K ing i s  a  s lig h t, d a rk , in te n se  young m a n , se ld o m  

s m ilin g . He w e a r s  d a rk  g la s s e s  b e c a u se  of an eye in ju ry . You 

fe e l  th a t  h e  is  v e ry  e a r n e s t  ab o u t h is  co u n try  and w o rk in g  s e a rc h in g ly  

at his jo b . T h e re  i s  an  a i r  o f c o n s tra in t w h e re v e r  he is  p r e s e n t  

o r  so i t  se e m e d  to  m e , ev e ry b o d y  b e in g  v e ry  d e fe re n t ia l  and 

d ig n ified . I  fe lt  r a th e r  s o r r y  fo r h im  and th e  Q ueen. I  w onder 

how th ey  e v e r  get th ro u g h  to  s im p le  c o n ta c ts , to  la u g h te r , o r  do 

p eo p le  e v e r  t e l l  th em  an  u n p lea sa n t t ru th .
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T he K ing  h im se lf  gave Lyndo n th e  c ita tio n , and  in 

L y n d o n 's  sp e e c h  he m ad e  an  ap p ea l to  th e  le a d e r s  of H ano i 

to  lay  a s id e  a r m s  and  s i t  down to g e th e r  a t the  tab le  o f r e a s o n .

He spoke of a ll  the th in g s  w e could  do - -  c o n s tru c tiv e  th in g s  fo r 

h e a lth  and e d u ca tio n  if  we cou ld  lay  a s id e  o u r a r m s .

A nd then  a  m o s t u n u su a l th ing  hap p en ed . He sig n ed  the 

In te rn a tio n a l E d u ca tio n  A ct w hich w ill b o ls te r  in te rn a t io n a l ' 

tra in in g  and r e s e a r c h ,  b o th  g ra d u a te  an d  u n d e rg ra d u a te  in  

A m e ric a n  c o lle g e s . T he f i r s t  t im e  any  A m e ric a n  le g is la t io n  

h a s  e v e r  been  s ig n ed  on aSsHEOflsascKx fo re ig n  so il .

.̂... T h e re  w as one line  in  h is  sp eech  th a t ra n g  in  m y  m ind
V (

th ro u g h  th e  w hole su m m a tio n  o f our day . T h e  c e n tr a l  tra g e d y  

of o u r  t im e s  i s ̂ '^^ hum an  and  m a te r ia l  w a s te  th a t  go es  in to  war.^

T h a t t e l l s  th e  w hole s to ry  of today .

We f ile d  in to  a  b ig  re c e p tio n  ro o m , cham pagne w as p a s s e d , 

a  g ift w as p re s e n te d  to  m e , and  th en  Lyndon and I p a r te d ,  he to  s tep  

out in to  th e  flag-w aving c ro w d  of sm ilin g  s tu d e n ts  - -  no t a 

p r o te s t  b an n e r in  s igh t - -  a s  h e  w as sw am ped  by  th e i r  re ach in g  

h an d s and en g u lfed  by th e ir  ch eers^  I thought o f  the w a rn in g s  we 

h ad  h a d  a l l  a long  th a t th e se  w e re  a  v e ry  r e t i r in g  osBjjqpx p eo p le  

who w ould  no t e x p r e s s  th e m s e lv e s . Lyndon w as en joy ing  i t  b u t he  

( w as m in d fu l of the  K in g 's  p re s e n c e  w hich a lw ay s  im p o se s  a  n e c e s s i ty

of being  r e s t r a in e d  and  q u ie t so h e  m ad e  a s  l i t t le  of i t  a s  p o s s ib le .
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re ac h in g  for a  few  h an d s , and  sm iling  in to  a l l  the eyes h e  cou ld , 

and  th e n  w as in  h is  c a r  and  gone, and  I d ro v e  w ith  M rs . M a rtin  

a c r o s s  the Cam p u s  to  the  R ed  C ro s s  B u ild in g . T h e re  Q ueen 

S i r i k i t  m e t us . She i s  one of the m o s t g en u in e ly  b e a u tifu l 

w om en  I  have e v e r  seen  —• a v e ry  sw eet fa c e , g en tle , co m p o sed , 

I  can n ot  im ag ine  h e r  m aking a  loud  o r  ugly n o ise . She w o re  

a  c h a r t r e u s e  and b lu e  p r in te d  b lo u se  o v er a  long b r ig h t  b lue 

s k ir t ,

E v e ry tim e  I see  h e r  I  r e m e m b e r  th a t  I have r e a d  she is  

one of th e  w o r ld 's  b e s t  d r e s s e d  w om en. I t  i s  a  flag  th a t  s o r t  of 

p re c e d e s , one once you have g o t the t i t le .

I  w as p re s e n te d  w ith  a  m e d a l of m e r i t  f ro m  the golden 

bow l in  w hich  a l l  th in g s  a re  g iven to  one. On m y f i r s t  t r ip  h e r e  

I  though t you w e re  su p p o sed  to  take  the bowl! ; ,

A nd I p re s e n te d  the h o s p ita l  w ith  a  te le (? ) th e rm o m e te r  

w h ich  r e c o r d s  the body te m p e ra tu re  of 6 p a tie n ts  s im u lta n e o u s ly  

and  co n tin u o u sly .
W If I

O n th is  t r ip  I hav e  le a rn e d  w hat "la d ie s - in -w aiting" a re  f o r ;

T hey  tak e  the b o u q u e ts  and  the g ifts  f ro m  the  Q ueen the msssaxzbcx

m o m e n t th e  p re s e n ta t io n  is  o v e r  so that she  w ill no t b e  b u rd en ed .



In. T h a ilan d  le is  have becom e in s te a d  b r a c e le ts  th a t one 

w e a r s  a ro u n d  the a rm  o r  w r is t  m ad e  o£ th o u san d s  of tin y , c r e a m  

c o lo re d  b lo s s o m s  w ith  long t a s s e l s  of r e d  an d p in k  o r  yellow  

on c r e a m  c o lo re d  sew ed  to g e th e r  in  a v e ry  e la b o ra te  d es ig n .

I  canno t look  a t th em  w ithout c a lc u la tin g  th e  h o u rs  of la b o r i t  

took  to  p ro d u ce  one! They a r e  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  f r a g r a n t .

T h e  Q ueen gently  l e d  m e th ro u g h  som e of the w a rd s  

w here  th e  p a tie n ts  w ere  s ittin g  c r o s s - le g g e d  on the  b e d s  and 

g re e te d  us w ith  im p a ss iv e  fa c e s  m o s tly , and  th e  jo in e d  h an d s 

and bow ed  h e a d s  - -  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  g ree tin g  of th e ir  c o u n try .

T h a t i s ,  the o ld  o n es  d id . T he young o n es  and th e  n u r s e s  w e re  

a l l  s m ile s  and  liv e ly  in te r e s t .

I t  w as  a  b r ie f  c e re m o n y . T he Q ueen ta lk e d  w ith  m e about 

h e r  w o rk  w ith  the  R ed  C r o s s ,  the n e e d  fo r  m o re  h o s p ita ls ,  a n d  

I  to ld  h e r  o f th e  Senate  L a d ie s  R ed  C ro s s  un it, and  a sk e d  ab o u t 

h e r  co ld . It w as b e t te r .  And th e n  we sa id  good b y e , and  w ith  M rs .  

M a rtin  I  w ent to  th e  D u s i t  Zoo, m y  l a s t  s top  o f the day .

w here I  w as m e t  by the D ire c to r  and th e  D eputy  P r im e  M in is te r ’s 

w ife , and  spen t an h o u r s tro llin g  a ro u n d  the g ro u n d s  looking a t the 

t o p i a r y  d iK X  sh ru b s  w hich  a r e  m o s t im a g in a tiv e ly  c lip p e d  into 

the shape of b i rd s  an d  T h a i d a n c e rs  and d in o s a u r s  v e ry  l ife lik e  and 

am u sin g  — a v e r y  lo t of w o rk  — ̂ and feeding s ta lk s  of su g a r  can e
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to  th e e lep h an ts  w hile  J e r r y  looked  on w ith  a  p r e t ty  ja u n d ic e d  ey e .
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an d  th e n  b an a n a s  -which, i s  a  l i t t le  m o re  d ifficu lt b e c a u s e  they  

a r e  p r e t ty  sm a ll. The e lep h a n ts  w ere  a s  g en tle  a s  la m b s .

And feeding p ie c e s  of b r e a d  to  the c a rp  t h a t  bound out of th e  

lake  to  g ra b  th e m  - -  some of th em  two o r th re e  fe e t  long . We 

saw  th e  R o y a l W hite E lep h an t the King i s  su p p o sed  to  r id e  on 

c e re m o n ia l  o c c a s io n s , but he w a s n 't  w h ite  a t  a l l  ex cep t f o r  h is  

e n o rm o u s  to e n a ils  and  h is  e y e s .  H is  t ru n k  i s  a  s o r t  o f m o ttle d  

g re y is h . The D ire c to r  of th e  Zoo p re s e n te d  m e  w ith  an  a lb ino  

tu r t le  to  ta k e  hom e to  th e  W ash in g to n  Z oo. C ro w d s  o f c h ild re n  

fo llow ed  m e  e v e ry w h e re  I  w ent , and  isseVttafbty w hen I  a sk e d  one 

of th e m  h is  n am e , -aasd in e v ita b ly  he w as a  T ex an , M ark  C a n t u   

of San A ntonio .
young

In the  lake th re e  /  e le p h a n ts  w e re  having a  b a t h ^  

en joying th e m s e lv e s ,  bu t qu ite  obed ien t to  th e i r  k e e p e r  an d  h is  

s tic k .

T h e re  w as a  p le a s a n t p a r k  v e ry  fu ll of c h ild re n , an d  th is  

day ev en  m o re  fu ll  of p h o to g ra p h e rs . We s to p p ed  a t a  r e f r e s h m e n t  

s tan d  and h a d  h a lf  a  coconu t w ith  s t raw s in i t ,  an d  I d ra n k  th e  sw ee t 

b lan d  liq u id .

B u t by now I w as b eg inn ing  to  qpidkx w ilt. It h a d  b e e n  a  long  

tim e s in ce  co ffee  in  th e  tub a t s ix  o 'c lo c k  so we s ig n e d  th e  la s t  of 

m an y  g u e s t books of m y 6 h o u r s ig h t see ing  t r ip  and w en t b a c k  to

Boromphiman P a la c e  w h ere  I h ad  a  q u ie t lu n ch  w ith  Lyndon 

and  th e n  c o lla p se d  in  b ed  fo r aw hile .



C lo se  to  five  I  pu t on m y  yellow  lac e  d r e s s  - -  m y  w edding 

d r e s s  - -  and  Lyndon a n d I w ent to  G o v ern m en t H ouse fo r  P r im e
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M in is te r  and  M rs . K ittikacho r n 's  re c e p tio n . W ith  th r e e  days

in  M an ila  and  two d ay s  h e r e ,  I  am  beg inn ing  to  f e e l  v e ry  m u ch  a t

h o m e w ith  th e m . He i s  a lw ay s sm ilin g  and  she i s  p lu m p , c o m fo rta b le

and v e r y  p le a s a n t.  I t w as a  b e a u tifu l p a r ty  in  a  la rg e  sp a c io u s

h a ll ,  w e ll o r g an iz e d  , and not c ro w d ed .

T hey  le a d  us a ro u n d  th e  ro o m , in tro d u c in g  us to  g ro u p s .

T h e re  w as  th e  A m e r ic a n  co m m u n ity , b u s in e s s m e n  re p re s e n t in g

S in g e r  Sewing M achine and the p e tro le u m  co m p a n ie s , and

g o v e rn m en t o f f ic ia ls , and  o th e r T h a is  . I  saw  P r in c e  Won (?) 
and  h is

3»hHSH d au g h te r W ee W on , and  m y  f r ie n d  A ir  M a rsh a l D a w e e  (?) 

an d  A rw ee (? ) h is  w ife , an d  we ta lk e d  about sw im m ing in  th e  S u n se t 

S e a . ' ' .

T h e re  w as ch am p agne and to a s t s  and a  p le a s a n t h o u r , an d  

th e n  c lo se  to  s ix  we r e tu rn e d  to  the  P a la c e ,  and I  m ad e  a  h u r r ie d  

t r ip  to  S a la sa h a fi, th e  G ra n d  P a la c e  w h ere  w e a r e  g iv ing  a  b an q u e t 

to n ig h t in  haxiax h o n o r of the King and Q ueen, I  ta lk e d  w ith  B a r b a r a  

K eene who h a s  been  h e re  m an ag in g  it  fo r  s e v e ra l  d a y s . She looked  

h a r r a s s e d .  It h a s n 't  b een  e a sy  to  do - -  to  ru n  a p a r ty  13 ,000  m ile s  

f ro m  y o u r b a s e .  She h ad  dKSHxadx: d e c o ra te d  the h a ll  w ith  sw ags of 

^  ye llo w  bun ting  and is  using  round  ta b le s  and m e n u s  and p la c e  c a r d s

e n g ra v e d  a n d  'ssdacjc w r itte n  a t th e  W hite H ouse w hich t r a n s f e r s  a s



m u ch  of th e  E a s t  R oom  and the S ta te  D ining R oom  a s  c an  be 

in  th is  e x o tic  c ity .

And th e n  b ack  to  m y  l^ x  la rg e  su ite  in  the P a la c e  fo r 

a  sham poo  and  se t. I  have su ch  a  n ice  h a i r d r e s s e r ,  an d  a f te r  

having  know n m e  th is  long Shay  and  h e r  a s s i s ta n t  have f in a lly  s to p p ed  

ap p ro ach in g  m e  on th e i r  k n ees  — a  cu s to m  w h ic h  m a k e s  m e

<flL-
e x tre m e ly  u n c o m fo rta b le^  w hich  I n o tic e d  th is  m o rn in g  w ith  c e r ta in  

flinch ing  f3P«nrthe• m id d le -ag ed R ed  C r o s s  o f f ic ia ls  a p p ro a c h e d  

th e  Q ueen on th e i r  k n e e s  w ith  th e i r  han d s o u ts t r e tc h e d  in  f ro n t 

w ith  a  go lden  bow l and i t s  p re s e n ta t io n  in  i t^  a lthough  bc th e re  is  

c e r ta in ly  noth ing  in  h e r  gen tle  x  m a n n e r  to  r e q u ire  th a t  s o r t  of . 

g ro v e lin g ,

I w o re  m y  iv o ry  ch iffon  and p e a r ls  and  fe lt  q u ite  e le g a n t, 

and  Lyndon h is  w h ite  d in n e r  ja c k e t , an d  c lo se  to  e ig h t we w ent to  

S a la  Sahathai [Samakhom] w h ere  w e w e re  on tim e  to  g r e e t  th e m  a t th e

fro n t s te p s  an d  to  p a u se  fo r p h o to g ra p h e rs  looking a t th e  g r e a t  

fu ll  m oon  ab o v e  the te m p le  to p s .

T he Q ueen w as in  ru b y  r e d  , h igh  n eck , long s le e v e s , 

g ird le d  w ith  go ld  and an en o rm o u s  gold o rn a m e n t in  th e  f ro n t  

and  lovely  chan de l i e r  -  lik e  T h a i e a r r in g s  th a t  w ould  be

a s  fa sh io n ab le  to d ay  in  our co u n try  a s  a r e  t r a d i t io n a l  h e r e .

T he g u es t l i s t  w as m o s tly  T h a i g o v e rn m e n t o f f ic ia ls  

th ough  we in tro d u c e d  a  few  A m e ric a n  b u s in e s s  m e n . B a r b a r a
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t r i e d  b ra v e ly  but we s o re ly  m is s e d  the ■wonderful s e ttin g  of

1600 P e n n sy lv a n ia  A venue. We h ad  c ra b  m e a t  c r e p e s  and
' - ' Q j o - ' t - ' i - t - f c  •

f i l le t  o f b e e f  and s tr a w b e r ry  sor b e t  ( ? ) . T he b o u q u e ts  on the  

ye llow  c o v e re d  ta b le s  w ere  d a ffodils a n d  d a is ie s  and  sw eet 

p e a s  and a s te r s ,  and  in  th is  land  of o rc h id s  it lo o k ed  v e ry  

s im p le .

T he h ig h  p o in t of the  evening  I  though t w ere  th e  to a s ts  —
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b o th  of th e m . Lyndon b o rro w e d  fro m  L in co ln  a  r a th e r  am using
11 /

s to ry : "Th e  f i r s t  o ffe r of a s s is ta n c e  b e tw e e n  o u r c o u n tr ie s  w as 

^  m ad e  in  1861 by your g re a t  King M o n g k u t . T h a t w as th e

(  K ing’s g re a t  g ra n d fa th e r , and  th e  one in  w hose h o u seh o ld  A nna s e rv e d

a s  tu to r ,  and th e  o ffe r  w as  m ade to  o u r g r e a t  P r e s id e n t  A b rah am  

L in co ln . King M o n g k u t  knew  we w ere  in  a  C iv il  W ar. He

r e a d  w h e re  w e h ad  no e le p h a n ts  so h e  w ro te  to  P r e s id e n t  L inco ln  

o ffe rin g  to  send  h im  som e e le p h a n ts . M r. L in co ln  th o u g h t s e r io u s ly  

abou t the p ro p o sa l , and then  he w ro te  a  le t te r  to  King Mongkut 

He th an k ed  th e  King and  sa id  he w ould h ap p ily  accep t th e  o ffe r 

sav e  fo r  th e  fa c t th a t the  c lim a te  in  our co u n try  w as to o  co ld  fo r  

e le p h a n ts  to  p r o s p e r .  T he w hole p o in t of th e  s to ry  w a s  th a t  th e  

d isp o s itio n  of ou r tw o c o u n tr ie s  to  h e lp  e ach  o th e r  g o es  b a ck  w e ll 

in to  th e  p a s t ,  Lyndon sa id  Y our M a je s ty  P r e s id e n t  L in co ln  c lo se d

V , ..
I

h is  le t te r  to  your g re a t  g ra n d fa th e r  m o re  th a n  100 y e a r s  ago w ith



>Ui&r th e s e  w o rd s : W ish in g  fo r your M a je s ty  a  long  and happy life  

and  fo r the g en e ro u s  people of S iam  th e  h ig h e s t p o s s ib le  p ro s p e r i ty

I  co m m en d  b o th  to the  b le s s in g s  of A lm igh ty God . I  canno t

))
im p ro v e  upon th o se  w o rd s .

■ J t ,  ^
Ttceaae w as  a goo d p ie c e  o f r e s e a r c h  , and  k e p t u s  a ll  

lis te n in g  and th en  the King a n sw e re d  q u ie tly  pu tting  down h is  

w r i t te n  te x t  and ta lk in g  off th e  cuff in  a  liv e ly  w ay w ith  h u m o r 

and  f r e s h n e s s  Y e s , h is  g re a t  g ra n d fa th e r  h a d  t r i e d  to  len d  us 

e le p h a n ts  whic h  we a s su m e d  we co u ld n ’t u se . Now th ey  w e re  

c e r ta in ly  le a rn in g  to  m ak e  good use  of the  te c h n ic a l  a s s is ta n c e

r  '

_ th a t  A m e r ic a  w as o fferin g  to  T h a iland. S'

A fte r  th e  to a s ts  we w ent in to  a  g r e a t  c o n fe re n c e  room  

130 o r  so of us , to o k  o u r  s e a ts  , and S tan  G etz  (? )  and  h is  tro o p  

who h ad  com e o v e r f ro m  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  e s p e c ia lly  fo r  th is  

o c c a s io n  p la y e d  a  m e d ley of ja z z  fo r  u s . It w as  n o t m y  cup of te a  

b u t i t  i s  so  w e ll know n th a t  the  K ing i s  a  ja z z  b u f f  and  h a s

upon o c c a s io n  g o tten up and p la y e d  a n  in s tru m e n t r ig h t  along w ith  

th e  ban d th a t  I th in k  it w as  v e ry  e n te rp r is in g  of B e s s  and  B a r b a r a  

. to  hav e  p ro v id e d  S tan  G e tz  i^^and a l l  the  o th e r g u e s ts  r a v e d  abou t h im . 

We b id  th e  King and Q ueen goodnight a t th e  f ro n t door
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ab o u t e lev en  th i r ty  u rg ing  th e m  not to  get up to  sa y  gocsEA^oe goodbye to  

u s  a s  we le f t  th e  c o u n try  to m o rro w  m orn ing  at a  v e r y  e a r ly  h o u r , and 

so a t 12:30 I  w ent to b ed  at the  en d  o f  one of th e  fu lle s t  days in  m y w hole 

life  ^tjgec the h ig h  po in t of w h ich  w as fo r m e  the  t r ip  on the Khlong



w h ere  one cou ld  fe e l r e a l ly  im m e rs e d  in  the life  of th is  

e x o tic  ro m a n tic  co u n try .

. m
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