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Sunday, O cto b er 30th began  in  B o ro m phim a n  / [Palace?] Ma n s io n

in  B angkok a t  the in c re d ib le  h o u r of 5 :2 0 , w ith H elen  b r in g in g  m e

c o ffe e . B ut I  w as a l l  too re a d y  tc ^ u r ry  b ecau se  I w an ted  to  have

a  l a s t  w alk  a ro u n d  the fabu lous g rounds of th a t a m az in g ly  co lo rfu l

co m p lex  of p a la c e s ,  Buddhist te m p le s ,  lu sh , p a rk - l ik e  g ro u n d s ,

a m a z e  of s ta tu s e s  and s m a ll  p ag o da s . in c re d ib ly  o rn a m e n te d , th a t

lo o k ed  lik e  th ey  cam e  r ig h t out o f a fa ir y  s to r y .

By s ix - th i r ty  I w as out th e  f ro n t door of B o ro m phim a n

M ansion , w e a rin g  m y  r e d  d r e s s ,  the Sunday c o lo r  of T h a ilan d ,

b ro u g h t by  ch a n c e , w ith  m y  cam e r a  fo llow ed by A shton and  v e ry

soon a  s m a ll  en to u rag e  t h ough no t n eeded  i t  s e e m s  in ev ita b le  on

th e s e  t r i p s .  I  h ad  a sk e d  if th e  c a r  could  p le a s e  p ick  m e  up a s  th ey

d e p a r te d ,  and  I had  a  good 30 m in u te s  w alk  se e in g  w hat I  h ad  y e a rn e d  to

se e  s in c e  m y  v is i t  in  1961. The m o rn in g  w as b lu e  and g o ld , n o t too
lac k e d  w as an

h o t y e t, a l l  th a t I fo r  co m p le te  d e lig h t fjb^/thyfe/ h is to r ia n . I  had

b e e n  to ld  th a t  th e  l a s t  bu ild ings w e re  p u t up by  Ktlrtfc a e h orn n  ( ? ) 

th e i r  g r e a t  King who l e d  T h a ilan d  in to  the m o d e rn  w o rld , ab o lish e d  

s la v e ry ,  in tro d u c e d  so c ia l r e f o r m s ,  r a is e d  th e  s ta tu s  o f w om en,

^ econom ic  d ev e lo p m e n ts  ) Eve ry th in g  I h e a rd  ab o u t h im  I l ik e d  ex cep t 

h is  b u ild in g s  - - a  huge p a la c e  of p in k  p la s te r  w ith  ta l l  w hite flu ted
—-

co lum ns topped  w ith  G re c ia n  c a p ito ls ,  C o r in th ia n  m a y b e . I t  l ooked
' . ■

lik e  i t  m ig h t have been  in  any  S o u th ern  E u ro p ean  C ap ito l  a nd
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B angkok is  so  spectacularly Bangkok! B ut out in  f ro n t w e re  th e  w onderfu l 

topiary t r e e s ,  c lip p ed  in th e i r  g ro te sq u e  s h a p e s .

I  s tep p ed  intoaaxdaaaEKs^ th ro u g h  a  doorw ay  in to  the g re a t  

c o u r ty a rd  and w as a t  once in  fa iry la n d . The m a g n ific e n t Buddhist 

te m p le , i ts  ro o flin e  o rn am en te d  w ith  cu rv in g  f in g e rs  th a t  re a c h e d  

to  the  sk y , and  hung w ith  g en tly  tin k lin g  te m ple  b e l ls ,  d o m in a tes  the  

c o u r ty a rd .  T h e re  a r e  m y r ia d  ̂ sm a ll pagodas w hose m u ltic o lo re d  

d o m es  sh ap ed  lik e  th e  h a t on Buddha's  h ead  r i s e  on e v e ry  s id e .  H ere  

th e  b u ild in g s  a r e  th e  w ork  of King Mongkut  th a t  dynam ic

fe a rs o m e  r u le r  in  A nna and  the  King of S iam , and th e  g re a t  g ra n d -  

f a th e r  of th e  p r e s e n t  K ing, o r  by  Kings who ̂ p r e c e d e d  h im . I can  u n d e r -

s ta n d  a: w hat O ki m e a n t when he sa id  Bangkok is  both the  d e lig h t 

and  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  of a  c a m e ra  a r t i s t  b ec au se  no c a m e ra  can  tak e

i t  a l l  in  yj XĴ  can n ot p o ss ib ly  in c lu d e  i t  a l l /  T h e re  is  such  m y ria d  
A-aA cm

d e ta i l .  Nor can w o rd s  to  d e s c r ib e  i t .  I  w ill t r y .

I  cam e  to  a  l i t t le  pagoda  g u ard ed  by two f ie rc e  C h in ese  lio n s  

of c a rv e d  s to n e . T hey  w ere  b ro u g h t o v e r  a s  ballast ̂ t/(i long ago in  a  

C h in ese  sampan  p u rc h a se d  by som e r u le r  fo r  h is  p a la c e , an d  r ic e

w as ta k e n  b ack  in  t r a d e .  E v e ry  inch  of th e  pagoda is  c o v e re d  w ith

flo w ers  - t i n y  p e ta ls  m ad e  of p o rc e la in  blue and ro s e  and  gold  

and p in k  and g re e n  and w h ite . Su ch  life t im e s  of d e lic a te  w ork !  Such 

a  fa n ta sy  of d e s ig n ! T hen  you com e to  huge s ta tu s e s ,  p e rh a p s  25 fe e t 

f a l l ,  of p a in ted  wood, and you se e  th a t  th ey  r e p r e s e n t  c h a r a c te r s  in  th e
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s to r ie s  of the  b a ttle  betw een  th e  dem ons and the  m o nkeys who a te

the  p r in c e s s .  They g la re  down a t  you a s  you w alk  off in to  th e
of

c o u r ty a rd , p a s t  the m u ra l  w hich  a d o rn s  the  long w all -xsdrfaepckascs 

a co lonnaded  s t r u c tu r e  th a t te l l s  tk s  in  e n d le ss  d e ta il the 

leg en d  of the m onkeys and the p r in c e s s a g a in s t the d e m o n s . Its  

o r ig in  cam e fro m  so m ew h ere  w ith in  Ind ia , I b e lie v e . T h e re  is  a 

s t r a in  of th e  H indu,

You com e to  the g re a t  tem p le  i ts e lf ,  a n d  stkaacKX I s e e  th a t  

a ro u n d  i ts  b a s e  th e re  is long lin e  of lo v e ly  t i le s  th a t look  lik e  

C h in ese  I ts  d e lic a te  t r a c e r y  of flo w ers  and  t r e e s  and b i rd s  - -  each  

one a  w o rk  of a r t ,  p r ic e le s s  and i r r e p la c e a b le  .

(end of tap e)

E a ch  one co u ld  have been  the  d es ig n  fo r a  C h in ese  w a llp a p e r , and  

th e r e  a r e  h u n d re d s . There is  an in c re d ib le  v a r ie ty  of m a te r ia ls  - -  

c a rv e d  s to n e s  and p a in ted  wood, d e lic a te  p o rc e la in s ,  t i le  p an e ls  iet 

e x p a n se s  of m o sa ic^  ~t e m p le  dom es of gold le a f ;  e v e ry th in g  

fa s c in a te s  m e , e s p e c ia lly  th e  ro o f  to p s . T h e se  b u ild in g s  sp ea k  of 

g re a t  r ic h e s ,  of l ife t im e s  of la b o r .  T h a ilan d  is  the  m o s t e x o tic , th e  

m o s t  ro m a n tic  co u n try  I have e v e r  s e e n .
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T h e re  a r e  two s t r a n gely  d isc o rd a n t n o te s  r is in g  am ong
j J ^

the f o r e s t  of te m p le  ro o fs -- a  g ian t an ten n a  w ith  huge s a u c e r - l ik e  

e a r s  b rin g in g  the  new s of th e  w o rld . I am  tol d  i t  w as in s ta l le d  by 

C o m m u n ica tio n s  to  h an d le  our t r i p .  And then  the la m e n t of som e 

T h a i, who w as e s c o rtin g  m e  a ro u n d  tem p l e g rounds — he to ld  m e  

th a t  when som e p ie c e s  of th e  m o sa ic  w ere  dam aged  o r  lo s t  th a t  a la s^  

th e r e  was*'no m o re  of th a t k ind  of la b o r  an y m o re  to  do th e  r e p a i r s

on th e m jr^  to o k  too m a n ^  h ours^he  s a id .

'/ I fe e l th a t  if  I w ere  a sk e d  to  d e s c r ib e  T h a ilan d , I  w ould be 

lik e  an  an t try in g  to  d e s c r ib e  an e lep h an t. I  c o u ld n 't  ev en  see  above  

th e  to e n a ils .

A bout se v e n  Lyndon ro d e  up in the big b la c k  lim o u s in e . I 

s tep p e d  in  and we m o to rc a d e d  to  th e  a i r p o r t .  A long the s t r e e t s  

th a t  w e re  f il le d  even so  e a r ly ,  the  c h ild re n  w aving flags / - - j S i e  

n ig h t b e fo re  we had  sa id  to  the  King and h is  b eau tifu l Q ueen th a t  we 

c o n s id e re d  i t  a  g re a t  im p o sitio n  fo r  th em  to  g e t up b e fo re  day  to  

te l l  us goodbye, so  th ey  d id  n o t acco m p an y  u s . T h e re  w e re  b rie f,, 

lo w -k e y  fa re w e lls  a t  the  a i r p o r t  by th e  e v e r - s m il in g  K ChicaLO'i i r -f? ) ' 

I  f e l t  lik e  I w as say in g  goodbye to  fa iry la n d . And th en , a t  8:20 w h ee ls  

up and  we w ere  h ead ed  fo r  M a la y s ia . I  tu m b led  in to  bed fo r  a  b r ie f  

h o u r o r  two of r e s t .



A t 9:45 lo c a l t im e ^  and  so m ew h ere  a long th e  w ay tim e

c e a s e d  to  have m u ch  re le v a n c e  to  m e ^  we a r r iv e d  a t  K u a l a  L u m p u r  

c a lle d  f a m il ia r ly  KL by w o rld  t r a v e l e r s . I  though t by th is  tim e  I h ad

s e e n  ev e ry th in g  in a r r i v a l s .  I had  n o t. As we w alked  off th e  p lan e

th e r e  w as the u su a l r e d  c a rp e t .  We w ere  m e t  by the  K ing Yang di-Pertuan Agong

and h is  Q ueen, and  by P r im e  M in is te r  Tunku Abdul Rahman. 
o u r old
 fr ie n d ^  f ro m  W ashington  v i s i t s ,  a  v e ry  w o rld ly ;^  p o ised  ch a rm in g  

m a n  , h im s e lf  the  son  of a  S u ltan , who I am  to ld  w as a  p lay b o y  u n til 

he w as up in h is  f o r t ie s ,  and th en  s e t  abou t r e a l ly  w ork ing  fo r  h is  

c o u n try .

W hat m a d e  th is  a r r iv a l  c e r e m ony so d iffe re n t w as the  g la r in g  

c o n tr a s t  of the  old and  th e  new . In fxs&xx fro n t of us w as a  han d so m e

new  a i r p o r t  b u ild ing  of g la s s  an d  s te e l .  E e r o  S a a r i n e n  could

h ave been  p ro u d  of i t .  It looked  lik e  a  D ulles J r .  Few  c i t ie s  of th e  

U n ited  S ta te s  cou ld  b o a s t a s  m u c h , in  d e lic io u s  c o n tr a s t  we w ere
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e s c o r te d  down the  re d  c a rp e t  u n d er gold s i lk  u n b re l la s, ̂ t a s s e l e d  -- a 

sy m b o l o f ro y a lty ^  a n d  s e a te d  on a  r a i s e d  da is u n d er a n  elegan t

canopy , the  Q ueen and  I . I  had  b een  given a  b a s k e t  fu ll of 

o rc h id s ,  m an y  c o lo re d  s p ra y s ,  by a  l i t t le  g i r l .  T h e re  w as a 21 gun s a lu te  

th e  tw o n a tio n a l a n th e m s , gtocx f la g s  e v e ry w h e re ; the flag  of M a la y s ia  

is  r e d  an d  w h ite , th e  c r e s c e n t  fo r  Is la m  a  14 po in ted  s ta r  fo r  the 

14 s ta te s  th a t  m ak e  up M a la y s ia .
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. ^  A-/
■^he m e e tin g  w ith  d ip lo m a tic  c o rp s  and g o v ern m en t 

o f f ic ia ls ,  and th en  the sp e e c h e s . Lyndon c o n g ra tu la te d  M a la y s ia  fo r  build ing

a  f r e e  and p ro s p e r in g  co u n try s id e  ac th a t can  laexK r e l ie v e  the  p o v e r ty
£)nr''

and  ap a th y  o^w hich  C o m m unism  th r iv e s .  He spoke of M a la y s ia 's  

own s tra g g le  a g a in s t the C o m m u n is t G u e r illa s  x  w hich he sa id  show s
S

m il i ta r y  a c tio n  can  s to p  C o m m u n is t a g g re s s io n  and a lso  th a t  p e a ce  

a s  w e ll a s  the w a r  can  be w on.

The 14 m ile  d r iv e  in to  the  c ity  w ith M rs ,  S te p h a n ie  B e ll , 

ou r A m b a s s a d o r 's  w ife , w as in te n se ly  in te re s t in g . It w as a  cap su le  

ac c o u n t of th e  h is to ry ,  econom y, and c u ltu r e s  o f  M a la y s ia . On m y

le f t  th e re  w as a  f o r e s t  of ru b b e r  t r e e s ,  so  d iffe re n t f ro m  w hat I h ad  

im ag in ed  - -  ta l l ,  s l im , w hite tru n k s  m o ttle d  w ith  g re y , th e i r  fo liag e  

w as v e ry  h ig h  few  fe e t up th e re  w as a  c h e v r o n - l ik e  m a r k  f ro m

w hich  the  ru b b e r  d rip p e d  in to  a  cup a t  the b o t to m  . The w o rk  of
■ " c u p  . ^

c o lle c tin g  f ro m  th is  cup  w as done m o s tly  by In d ian s , M r s . B e ll

to ld  m e . The g round  w as a  c a rp e t  of fe rn s  . It m ad e  a  b e au tifu l p i c tu r e .

We tra v e le d  on th e  b e s t  ro a d s  in  S o u th east A s ia , she  to ld  m e , 

an d  in d eed  th ey  w ould co m p are  w e ll w ith  any  in  th is  c o u n try . T h e re  

w as a  w ide, h igh  m ed ia n  s t r ip ,  and  ev idence of p lan tin g  a long th e  ro a d .



( ? )
We saw  s ig n s  th a t  s a id  "S a lam it de tong , P re s id e n t  and L ady  Jo h n so n "  

a n d ̂ a la s^ th e  l a r g e s t  b illb o a rd  I h ad  ev e r  se e n  , fo re ru n n e r  of w hat 

we m a y  ex p ec t, I  u n d e rs ta n d , in lo s in g  the  fig h t to  l im i t  the  n u m b er 

. of b illb o a rd s  along the  highway ĵ jk th ey  s im p ly  in c r e a s e  the  s iz e  of th o se  

th a t a r e  pu t up . .

I a sk e d  about the peop le  th a t m ad e  up M a la y s ia . M rs .  B e l l 's  

a n sw e r  and l a t e r  the  T u n k u ' s  w as r a th e r  u n se ttl in g . N ot a  m a jo r i ty  

of M alay sia  ̂ ^b e tw een  45 and  50 p e rc e n t^  and  abou t 35 p e rc e n t  C h in e se , 

and  i t  is  f ro m  th is  s e c to r  th a t m o s t  of th e  tro u b le  c o m e s , 10 p e rc e n t  o r  

m o re  In d ia n s , the r e s t  a  m ix tu re .

We p a s s e d  an  im p re s s iv e  u n iv e rs i ty  w here  abou t 2000 s tu d e n ts  

a t te n d . The econom y of the co u n try  depends p r in c ip a lly  upon ru b b e r ,  

t i n ,  a n d  p a l m  o i l  a n d  t h e  n a tio n 's  eco n o m ic  d ev e lo p m en t p ro g ra m  

is  b a s e d  g re a t ly  on a g r ic u l tu re  r e s e a r c h .  F o r in s ta n c e  th e y  p ro d u ce  

a  t r e e  th a t  w ill g ive 10 t im e s  m o re  ru b b e r  th an  o ld e r t r e e s ,  and  th en  

w h e n  i ts  p ro d u c in g  y e a r s  a r e  o v er - -  i t  l a s t s  fo r  abou t 25 y e a r s  - -  

i ts  t r u n k  can  be  u sed  to  m ak e  p a p e r .

And th e  co u n try  is  try in g  to  e a se  its  expanding  p o p u la tio n  

p ro b le m  by hack ing  new  lan d  out of the ju n g le . F o r  in s ta n c e , Lyndon
J  ' ■ ' ■

w as being ̂ ta k en to  s e e  a  v illag e  of 200 fa m ilie s  w h ere  6 y e a r s  ago th e r e  was 

no th in g  but jung le  and  a  few c o m m u n is t g u e r r i l la  f i g h t e r s .  And 

„ _ I  h e a rd  th e  s tra n g e  s to ry  of th e ir  fo rm  of g o v e rn m en t. It a p p e a rs

^fLbcsjuier
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th a t  u n d e r the B r i t i s h  th e re  w e re  9 S u ltans of 9 m a j o r  s ta te s ,  

and th e n  5 s m a lle r  s ta te s ^  I d o n 't  know the  n am es  of th e i r  r u l e r s .

The B r i t i s h  le f t  the  S u ltans in ta c t  w ith a l l  th e  tra p p in g s  of g ra n d e u r  

and c o n s id e ra b le  p o w er, but th e y  had  a  G o v ern o r G e n e ra l in  each  

Sultana te , who liv ed  in a Go v e rn m en t H o u se . W hen indep en d en ce  cam e 

so m e  14 o r  so  y e a r s  ago , a  sy s te m  w as s e t  up w h ereb y  the  9 S u ltans 

ch o se  am ong th e m se lv e s  a King who would ru le  fo r  5 y e a r s ,  and th en  

be su c c e e d e d  by w hom ever th e  S u ltan s  c h o se , a  s o r t  o f rev o lv in g  

k in g sh ip . The f i r s t  2 k ings had  no t liv ed  out th e ir  te r m s  but had  

d ied  in th e  p r e s e n t  p a la c e , I w as to ld , of undoubted ly  n a tu ra l  c a u s e s .  

I t s e e m s  to  m e a  m o s t  u n lik e ly  sy s te m  of g o v e rn m e n t. T h e  T unku  

is  a  s tro n g  f ig u re , an d a p p a re n tly  a  v e ry  w e ll- lo v e d  m a n . He is  

ca lled  s im p ly  T unk u , w hich m e a n s  P r in c e ,  by ev e ry b o d y .

Kua l a  Lum p u r  w as a  b eau tifu l c ity  su rro u n d e d  by h eav ily  

f o r e s t e d  m o u n ta in s , v e ry  v e rd a n t blue g re e n , i ts  p u b lic  bu ild ings 

an  a m az in g  c o n tr a s t  of the co m fo rtab le  d ign ity  of a  B r i t i s h  p a s t  and  

the  s ta r t l in g ly  han d so m e modern P a r l ia m e n t  bu ild in g , the  n a tio n a l m o sq u e  

and the m u se u m .
such

icEKX I c am e  a c r o s s  H i  o ld f r ie n d s  as  c re p e  m y r t le  and 

can n a  and co sm o s-lik e  s m a ll  f lo w e rs , and  lu sh  tro p ic a l  p la n ts  - -  the 

ye llow  f lam e  tececx t r e e ,  the c re a m y  w hite f rangipani, o rc h id s .
At I

o rc h id s  e v e ry w h e re , and  hi b isc u s  and b o u g a inv i l l a . l t  w as one of 

the m o s t  b eau tifu l an d  e x c i t in g  c o u n tr ie s  I had  been  to , and  when I



(■, 
r

a r r iv e d  a t  the  g u e s t house abou t eleven, a  big c o m fo rta b le  w hite  house  

of the  V ic to r ia n  e r a  of B r i t is h  ru le ,  I beg ru d g ed  th e  r e s t  of an  hour  

th a t  I to o k  b e fo re  going to  the  p a la c e  fo r  o u r au d ien ce  w ith  th e  King 

and  Q ueen and  lu n ch .

The p a la c e  w as a  b ig , com fo rta b le  w hite h o u se  w ith  m an y  
f

porches^  on a  h ill ,  r e m in is c e n t  of the  B r i t i s h ,  and  a l l  th e i r  fo o ts te p s  

h e r e  i t  s e e m s  to  m e w ere  good ones and r e m e m b e re d  w ith  m o re  

g ra titu d e  th an  b i t te r n e s s .  The K ing, a h eav y -se t  r a th e r  im p a ss iv e  

m a n , e s c o r te d  m e u p s ta i r s .  The Q ueen w as a  b eau tifu l p o ise d  

w om an, q u ie t in  h e r  m id - th i r t ie s ,  who becam e a n im a te d  m o s tly  

w hen ta lk in g  abou t p lay ing  badm in ton  w hich she en joys d a ily .

U p s ta ir s  th e re  w as a la rg e  re c e p tio n  ro o m  in  w hich  c h a ir s  

w e re  p r e c is e ly  a r ra n g e d  along tw o s id e s  and the  e n d s . T he King 

to o k  Lyndon to  the  end and  se a te d  h im  on h is  r ig h t  w ith  a  couple 

of d ig n ita r ie s  flank ing  th e m , and I w as c lo se  by^next to  th e  Q ueen 

on one of the  s id e s .  Som e 20 o r  m o re  o th e r  g u e s ts  f ro m  th e i r  

g o v e rn m e n t and the A m e ric a n  p a r ty  f illed  the  o th e r  c h a i r s .

And th e n  an  o ffic ia l, I  afuc suppose  th e i r  ch ie f  of p ro to c o l,  

adva n ced  in  a  v e ry  c e re m o n ia l w ay ex tending  to  th e  King h is  g ift 

to  Lyndon - a  v e ry  e la b o ra te  d a g g e r . I fe lt  a  s l ig h t  c h i l l .  Lyndon 

q u ick ly  re a c h e d  in and gave h im  a  co in  te llin g  h im  abou t th e  old 

s to ry  in  o u r  co u n try  th a t when f r ie n d s  m ake a  g ift o f a kn ife  th e  g iv e r  

m u s t  a c c e p t a  co in  in r e tu r n  so  th e  f r ie n d sh ip  w o n 't be c u t. To m e
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th e  Q ueen p re s e n te d  lengths of beautiful  b ro cad e .. I had  a  r id ic u lo u s

im p u lse  to  lau g h  a s  J im m y  Sym ington a p p ro a ch ed  the  King d e c o ro u s ly  

p r e s e n t in g o u r  g i f t  and th en  backed  aw ay in  a  s o r t  of shuffle  in  o rd e r  

no t to  tu rn  h is  b ack  on h im .

Luncheon ̂  began  w ith a  c le a r  soup  a t the bo ttom  of w hich 

la y  tw o w hite round  eggs w hich g la re d  up a t  m e  lik e  b a le fu l e y e s .
‘̂ Ps yJL>̂ —

The T u n k u  ex p la in ed  th ey  w ere  q u a ils  e g g s . I d a in tily  avo ided  th e m .

And fro m  then  on it  w as an  o u rs  a n d  th e ir s  a f f a i r .  V ery  c o n s id e ra te ly  

th e y  p r of e r r e d  us lu sc io u s  looking  s m a ll  s te a k s, g re e n  p e a s ,  c a u l i - 

f lo w e r, and  th en  a  co m p le te  m e a l o f th e ir  own ex o tic  d is h e s ,  t he 

m a in  c o u rse  w as c u r r ie d  r i c e ,  y e llo w  w ith l i t t le  r a is in s  in  i t ,  a c -

com p an ied  by a  la rg e  p la t te r  of n ine  d e lic a c ie s :  d e lic io u s  chu tney , 

l i t t l e  ch ip s  of s a lte d  f is h , sh red d e d  c a r r o ts  and o th e r  v e g e ta b le s , 

an d o th e r  th in g s  I c o u ld n 't  n a m e , and to  co v e r the r ic e  a  v e ry  ho t 

s p ic y  m e a t d ish  th a t  you m ig h t have found in  M ex ico , The ■Tu n k u  

k ep t on w arn in g  m e  th a t  i t  w as h o t, and I k e p t on in s is t in g  I w as 

r a i s e d  in  a  co u n try  w h e re  one a te  h o t th in g s . Up to  now m y  d ig estio n  

had  h e ld  out w o n d erfu lly , and  I had  s am p led  in e a c h  c o u n try  w ith

e a g e r  c u r io s i ty  the d ish e s  of th e  land.^_ It  w ould be  dull to  go a ro u n d

th e  w o rld  ea tin g  P o s t  T o a s tie s . A nd not a  f l ic k e r  of s to m ach  tro u b le

had  I h a d . Dessert cam e and I f la sh e d  a  lo o k  L yndon 's  w ay . It w as 
■ _ \

ta p io c a  but no t as  we know it^in a  grey_w hite l i t t le  m o ld !  It w as 

qu ite  f i r m .  And th en  cam e two s s s x s x  s a u c e s , a w hite one th a t w as
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m ilk  of co conu t, and a  b lack  one th a t looked  lik e  ch o co la te  and 

ta s te d  sw e e t, but com p le te ly  unknown to  m e . And then  th e re  w ere

f r u i t s .  The Tunku took  p le a s u re  in p e e lin g  fo r  m e and  exp la in in g  w hat

- th ey  w e re .  -One Jfent, looked  lik e  a la rg e  b row n  nu t and w hen he _

rem o v e d  the  th ick  husks th e re  w e re  l i t t le  o ran g e- l ike se g m e n ts

b land  and sw e e t. And th en  a n o th e r  ilwrt looked  t o r  a ll  the  w orld

lik e  a  la rg e  s tr a w b e r ry  w ith  th ic k  h a i r s .  And th en  m y  old f r ie n d

aro u n d  the w o rld  - b a n a n a s . - -  v e ry  s m a ll ,  the s iz e  of a  m a n 's  f in g e r .

Lyndon had  been  en joy ing  h im se lf  w ith  the Q ueen, and  I

w as d e lig h te d . L a te r  he to ld  m e he had  qu ite  bold ly  a sk e d  h e r

how she had  m e t and  m a r r ie d  th e  K ing. And she had  to ld  h im  th a t

she  had  b e e n  m a r r ie d  w hen she w as about 16 w ithou t e v e r  hav ing  m e t

h im , a m a tc h  m ad e  by h e r  p a re n ts  and  h i s .  He had  been  m a r r ie d  b e fo re

and  h ad  c h ild re n  h e r  age; one of h is  d au g h te rs  w as h e r  s p e c ia l  co m p an io n ,

I  envy Lyndon the  a b ili ty  to  get in to  su ch  c o n v e rsa tio n s  but I can  th in k

of n o  w ay to  a s k  th em  s u c h  in te re s t in g  q u es tio n s  a s  "Can  a  m an  have 
. y r

s e v e ra l  w iv e s? Do th ey  s t i l l  have d iv o rce  by ju s t  say ing  th re e  t im e s  

■ 7you a r e  d iv o rc e d ? Wh a t a r e  the  r ig h ts  and econom ic s itu a tio n s  of the

V '  "w om en who do g e t d iv o rc ed  in su ch  a  m an n e r ?" L a te r  I did a s k  M rs .

 ̂ B e ll  who to ld  m e  th e  old M o slem  o rd e r  s t i l l  p e r s i s te d ,  th a t  th e re  w e re

so m e  ch an g es in  th e  wind^ an  o rg a n iz a tio n  to  dem and m o re  r ig h ts  and  

s ta tu s  fo r  w om en.



, r  
i '

A f te r  lu n ch  Lyndon w ent on to  v is i t  the  ru bber  p la n ta tio n .

I  y e a rn e d  to  do i t  a l l  b u t knew  th e r e  w as a  l im i t .  So I le f t  fo r  a  

l i t t l e  m o re  than  an  h o u r 's  r e s t  a t  the  gues t  house  w h e re  we w ere
■ ■ ' • ■' ' T ■ . . ' r  ,■/

. s ta y in g . And then  S te p h a n ie  B e ll, Toh P u an  N o ra sh ik in  (P au n  is  

th e i r  w o rd  fo r  M r s .)  who is  th e  w ife of the  M in is te r  o f Ho m e  A ffa ir s ,  

c am e  to  p ic k  m e  up, and  we w ent on a  to u r  of K uala  L u m p u r.

. F i r s t  to  th e  M osque, a  b e au tifu l b u ild in g , a  m a r r ia g e  of 

th e  p a s t  and  the p r e s e n t .  We w e re  m e t a t th e  doo r b y  the  C h a irm a n  

T an S r i  A bdul, a n d  C h ief Im am  and o ff ic ia ls . We to o k  off

o u r  s h o e s .  We w alked  th ro u g h  co lonnaded  p o r tic o s  in to  th e  p r a y e r  

ro o m  and up to  the  h igh  a l t a r .  I w as e n th ra lle d  by  th e  a r t i s t r y  of 

th e  b u ild in g . T h e re  w as la c y  f r e tw o r k  w ith  b lu e  t i le s  th a t you 

a s s o c ia te  w ith  M osques of c e n tu r ie s  ago , and  y e t  i t  is  a s  m o d e rn  

a s  to m o rro w . We w e re  n e v e r  o u ts id e  th e  sound of ru n n in g  w a te r .  

D e lig h tfu l. A s lim  m in a re t  a g a in s t  th e  sky  is  v is ib le  a l l  o v e r  th e  

c ity .

T he a r c h i te c t ,  a  M a la y s ia n , E nche B a h a ru d d ia , acco m p an ied  

u s and  ex p la in ed  th e  w a ll in s c r ip t io n s .  I  s ig n ed  th e  g u e s t book  w hich  

I have done a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . T h e re  w as one m o m en t w hen below  th e  

s u r fa c e  a r  m y  m in d  w as caught b e tw een  ^  la u g h te r  and a m a z e m e n t, 

E nche B a h a ru d d ia , m y  gu ide, s a id  w hen we cam e to  a  ro u n d , h ig h

dom ed  c h a m b e r - -  o r  so I r e m e m b e r  i t  -  "T h is  is  th e  m a u so le u m  f o r

ith e  g r e a t  o f o u r  co u n try . T h e re  is  ro o m  fo r  se v e n ." T h is  b o ld , new
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c o u n try , only 14 y e a r s  o ld , p lanning  a lre a d y  a  p la c e  of h o n o r 

fo r  i ts  G eo rg e  W ashing tons and T hom as J e f fe rs o n s  w hen th e y  d ie !  

B ut who w ill th ey  b e ?  I w o n d ered  how  th e^  j o c k e y i n g  w ould tak e  

p la c e  fo r  th e  o ccu p an c y .

We w ent n ex t to  th e  N a tio n a l M u seu m . A  l i t t l e  g i r l  n am ed  

Y asm in , d au g h te r  of th e  D ire c to r ,  gave m e a  b a s k e t of o rc h id s  on 

th e  s te p s .  T he M useum  w as re m a rk a b le  m o s tly  to  m e  b e c a u s e  of 

. th e  en o rm o u s  m o sa ic  m u ra l  o u ts id e  - -  a  bo ld  c o lo rfu l p a g e a n t o f th e  

h is to ry  of M a la y s ia ,

In s id e  th e re  w e re  d isp lay s  of C h inese ,^^ 'c lassical dan c e r s , - ^

MEMORANDUM

co s tu m e s  th ro u g h  th e  a g e s , s e d a n  c h a ir s  a n d  beds^and  m o d e l of

a  C h in ese  h o u se . T he m o s t  in te re s tin g  of a l l  w as M alay an  shadow  

p u p p e ts . A c tu a lly  th e  bu ild ing  w as m o re  im p re s s iv e  th a n  th e  c o n te n ts .  

T hey  to ld  m e  th a t  th e  old  M useum  and n e a r ly  ev e ry th in g  i t  c o n ta in e d  

had  b e e n  d e s tro y e d  du rin g  th e  w a r .

T hen our m o to rc a d e  d ro v e  th ro u g h  th e  lo v e ly  la k e  g a rd e n s .

I  w as im p re s s e d  o v e r  and  o v e r  a t  the lu s h  g re e n  v e rd u re  of th is  c ity , 

th e  open s p a c e s ,  th e  s ta r t l in g ly  h an d so m e b u ild in g s  of w hich th e  new  

P a r lia m e n t  building r is in g  lik e  a  w hite  to w e r a g a in s t th e  b lu e -g re e n  

b ack g ro u n d  of a  m o u n ta in  is  the  ou tstan d in g  je w e l. It is  a s  though 

som e v e r y  good p la n n e rs  h ad  m ad e  a  w e ll thought ou t d e c is io n  to gain  

s ta tu s ,  a  p la ce  of p re s t ig e  in the  w o rld , by  hav ing  a  n u m b e r of sp len d id  

bu ild in g s in  th is  C ap ito l c i ty . T h ey  have and it  is  sp len d id , and a ll
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w ell s e t  in  b ea u tifu l la n d sc a p in g . In fa c t,  the  P a r l ia m e n t  B uild ing  

h ad  a  huge p a rk in g  lo t  so sk illfu lly  s e tt le d  beh in d  a  r i s e  of lan d  th a t  

you do n o t s e e  i t  as  you a p p ro a c h  the b u ild in g . A nd even w hen you lo o k  

dow n upon i t ,  f ro m  th e  w indow s above , i t  is  do tted  w ith t r e e s  to  r e -

l ie v e  th e  ex p an se  of c e m e n t.

On o u r  d r iv e  b ac k , so m eth in g  a  l i t t l e  c re e p y  h ap p en ed .

I  w as so  caught up in  looking  a t  th e  b u ild in g s  and s c e n e ry  th a t  I w as 

fo rg e tt in g  m y  ro le  of sm ilin g  and looking  in to  the  ey es  o f th e  peop le  

and  g re e tin g  th e m , I a sk ed  th e  c a r  to  stop  a  m o m en t w hile  I  could  

g e t a  p ic tu re  of th e  P a r l i am e n t B u ild in g . Suddenly ou t of n o w h ere  th e  

c a r  w as s u rro u n d e d  by  a  th ro n g , m o s tly  y o u n g s te r s ,  I  h ad  ro lle d  down 

the  w indow  to  ta k e  the  p ic tu re .  T he peop le  s u rg e d  fo rw a rd , and  we 

w e re  en c lo sed , and J e r r y  re a c h e d  b a c k  and ro lle d  up th e  w indow

J^T o x  one f lu tte r in g  seco n d  a lm o s t  ca tch ing  a  th in /b r o w n  c la w - lik e  hand
' 0
th a t  w as re ac h in g  in . And J e r r y  sa id , in th a t  v o ice  th a t  h e  usiedocs 

u s e d  the  n ig h t of th e  San F ra n c is c o  O p e ra , " I  th in k  w ^ ^ ^ e r  s ta y  on 

s c h e d u le , if  you d o n 't m in d , M rs  . Jo h n so n . You a r e  due b a c k  a t  

th e  re s id e n c e  a t  about th is  t im e .  " I  s im p ly  m u rm u re d  "A ll r ig h t ,  "

I  w as d is p le a s e d  a t  m y  own p e rfo rm a n c e ; th a t  hand  w as re a c h e d  in

nonly  in  w elco m e;an d  I w as p a r t ly  annoyed a t  m y se lf  th a t  I h a d n 't  

calmly, q u ie tly  . ^ d  looke d  fro m  face  to  fa c e  , and  sm ilin g  in to

th e i r  e y e s , in s te a d  of h u rry in g  aw ay . And p a r t ly  I w as annoyed
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b e c a u s e  I  canno t stop  to  ta k e  a  p ic tu r e .  I w ould lik e  to  h av e  th a t 

f re e d o m . J e r r y  d id n ’t  need  to  t e l l  m e  th a t  so m eth in g  w as a fo o t.

L a te r  I found out m o re  s p e c if ic a lly  w hat i t  w a s . T h e re  h ad  b ee n  

s o m e  l i t t l e  d e m o n s tra tio n s , so m e  50 o r  so  C h in ese  had  ra c e d  up and  

dow n th e  s t r e e t s ,  te a r in g  down A m e ric a n  fla g s  b e fo re  we cam e; 

th e r e  had  b een  a  b a n n e r  in  f ro n t of th e  U n iv e rs ity  "W elcom e

Murderer J o h n s o n ."  T h e re  w as a  r io t  invo lv ing  only  a  handfu l 

o f p e o p le , b u t one had  b een  sh o t by the  p o lic e  and k il le d .

B ack  a t  the  ho u se  I w an d ered  a ro u n d  the  g ro u n d s ,took  m y. 

p ic tu re s  and  a  lo v e ly  g re e n  h illto p  i t  w as , look ing  out a t  th e  m in a re ts  

and  th e  p a lm s , th e  m o u n ta in s  eind the  P a r l ia m e n t  B u ild ing , bu t aw a re  

a lw a y s  of th e  l i t t le  b ro w n  m a n  w ith  a  r i f le  in  th e  d is ta n c e  g u ard in g  

th e  p ro p e r ty .

Ins id e  I had a  fa c ia l  and  a  m a n ic u re  b y  a  d e lig h tfu l w om an w ith  

a  t i t l e ,  Lady J o a n C e n te r , who to ld  m e  s to r ie s  abou t how  h e r  hu sb an d  

aa. h a d  h e lp ed  w ith  th e  r e s i s ta n c e  d u rin g  th e  J a p a n e s e  o ccu p a tio n  and  

r em a in ed  on a f te r  th e  B r i t i s h  h ad  le f t  and h e lp ed  th e  M a la y s ian  governm en t 

ag a in st th e  C o m m u n is t in su rg e n c y . She w as an  E liz a b e th  Arden r e p r e -

s e n ta tiv e  and  t ra v e le d  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld . I  y e a rn e d  to  know  how  s h e  got 

to  b e  a  "L ad y "  b u t un like  Lyndon I co u ld n 't  a s k .

One in te re s t in g  b i t  of in fo rm a tio n  I p ick ed  up d u rin g  th e  day  

f ro m  S te p h a n ie  B e ll w as th a t  ye llow  is  th e  c o lo r  r e s e r v e d  fo r  ro y a lty  

H ence th e  ye llow  u m b r e l l a s ;  and  th e re fo re  one sh o u ld n 't  w ea r  i t ,
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F o r  d in n e r  I w o re  m y  flo w ered  chiffon and  we w ent to  

th e  P a r l ia m en t B uild ing  i t s e l f  w h ere  the T u n k u  w as o u r h o s t  fo r

a  d e lig h tfu l b an q u e t in  w hich  th e y  v e ry  g ra c io u s ly  in c lu d ed  12 g4r 

o r  so  m e m b e rs  o f o u r p a r ty ,  alw ays of c o u rse  S e c re ta ry  R u sk  

a n d  J im m y  Sym ington , bu t I w as g lad  to  s e e  R ostow  and C la rk  

and s e v e ra l  of th e  g i r ls  th e r e .

A s we a r r iv e d ,  n ine s i lv e r  t r u m p e t s  p lay ed  ru f f le s  and 

f lo u r is h e s .  We w ent u p s ta ir s  to  a  b e a u tifu l la rg e  d raw ing  ro o m fo r 

th e  exch an g e  of g if ts .  T he T u n k u 's  w ife p ro v e d  a s  s i le n t  a s  he w as

v o c a l.  In fa c t ,  I  h a rd ly  fe l t  th a t  I  h ad  m ad e  c o n tac t with  any  of th e
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w om en I m e t  ex cep t p o s s ib ly  th e  Q ueen , The T u n k u  gave u s  a  p a in tin g  — 

a  s t r e e t  s c e n e  o f two w om en.

E v e ry  s te p  in  th is  P a r l ia m e n t  B uild ing  c o n firm s  th e  im p r e s -

s io n  th a t  i t  ac is  a  m a rv e lo u s  piece  of a r c h i te c tu r e . T h e ir  q u a r te r s  

f o r  entectKK e n te r ta in in g  a re  qu ite  c o m p a rab le  to  o u rs  in  th e  n ew

S ta te  D ep a rtm en t B u ild ing . D o w n sta irs  in  th e  b an q u e t H a ll I  k a x  s a t
• ' /  v l /

n ex t to  th e  Tunku  fo r  a  d in n e r  th a t  began  q u ite  f a m il ia r ly  with  c le a r

ch ick en  soup; th en  th e r e  w as so m eth in g  w rap p ed  in  b a n a n a  le a v e s  -

so m e M a la y s ia n  v e r s io n  of ho t ta m a le  en ca se d  in  dough and  s e a so n e d  m e a t

in  th e  c e n te r ,  and  th en  r o a s t  duckling  w ith  o ra n g e  s tu ffin g , w inding up

w ith m o re  ex o tic  M a la y s ian  f r u i t s .
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M idw ay in  the  m e a l ,  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t began  w ith  c la s s ic a l  

M a la y s ia n  d a n c e r s ,  and  I h ig h ly  rec o m m e n d  i t  a s  a  c iv iliz e d  cu sto m  

fo r  18 h o u r  d a y s . I t sh o rte n s  th e  even ing  and  sp ic e s  it  to o . It w as a  

s o r t  of m o n tag e  (? )  of th e  h is to ry  of M a la y s ia . One d an ce  w as 

d e fin ite ly  Ind ian , a n o th e r  r e m in is c e n t  of T h a ilan d , and a n o th e r  

p u re  Gdsdxssex C h inese^w ith  f ig u re s  in s id e  a  d rag o n , and  a n o th e r  

M a la y s ia n . M eanw hile , on the  s ta g e , two ban d s h e ld  fo r th , a  loud , 

b r a s s y ,  v e ry  W e s te rn  Rad io  M a la y s ia  o r c h e s t r a ,  and  if  th e r e  is  any  

way in  w hich  we have m ad e  co n ta c t w ith  the E a s t e r n  c o u n tr ie s  I th in k  

_  i t  is  th ro u g h  ja z z .  And then  th e re  w as an  o r c h e s t r a  p u re ly  M a lay sian

in  in s tru m e n ts  and m u s ic .  T he m in u te  one sto p p ed  th e  o th e r  took  up
a-

T he P r im e  M in is te r  to a s te d  th e  P r e s id e n t  with  ’«  w itty

sp ee ch  abou t th e  la rg e  b ed , th e y  d ifficu lty  they  h ad  had  in  th is  

co u n try  o f s m a ll  m e n  in  finding  an  8 foo t b ed , and  w hen Lyndon 

to a s te d  the  K ing in  a  m o re  s e r io u s  sp eech  the b u rd e n  of w hich w as
’•'A  ^

'V th a t  if (their neighbor) C h ina w ould in c r e a s e  its  b re a d  ou tpu t in s te a d  of a to m ic  b o m b s, 

th e n  sh e  cou ld  b e  f r ie n d s  w ith  th e  w or l d  .

It w as an  in te re s t in g  even ing  w ith a  v e ry  a r t ic u la te  h o s t .  I  

found th a t  th e s e  p u b lic  b u ild in g s  have been  b u ilt  by th e i r  P u b lic  W orks 

D e p a r tm e n t, th a t m an y  of th e  a rc h i te c ts  w e re  M a la y s ia n , one Dutch; 

th a t  th e y  hav e  so m e eq u a lly  e x c e lle n t low  c o s t  h o u s in g . T h ey  hav e
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th e  h ig h e s t p e r  c a p ita  incom e of any  c o u n try  in  S o u th east A s ia  - -  

so m eth ing  o v e r  $300 p e r  y e a r  - -  and  th e  m a in s ta y  of th e i r  econom y is  

r u b b e r  and t in  and  p a l m  o i l  (sa m e - a s T h a ila n d- but  I  canno t~und » g -

gfteurd th e  la s t  w o r d, aem o tb ing l ie k paBEBtgie-pa y m o r-oaf-p a r n a o i l '" m a i 'y)- 

I t  s e e m s  a  h a z a rd o u s  s o r t  o f g o v e rn m en t and y e t w hat i t  h a s  to  show

fo r  i t / a f te rje r  only 14 y e a r s  o f e x is te n c e  /^ is  s u b s ta n tia l  in d eed . A 

v e ry  in te re s t in g  volatile c o u n try . I hope I s h a ll  co m e  b a c k  so m e d a y .

.###


