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'Pa&aw?

Sunday, October 30th began in Boromabiman Mansmn

| _A 1n Bangkok at the incredible hour of 5:20.. with Helen bringing me

: .c'offee. _~Bvut I was all too ready tc{;'xur‘r'j. because'I vuanfed to haire
a last walk around the fabulous grounds of that amazudgly coloriul
complex of palaces, Buddist temples, lush, park-like grounds,
a maze of statu}‘es and small pagados 1ncred1bly ornamented, that
looked like they came right out of a fairy story.'

By six-thirty I was out the front door of Boromabiman .

Man.sion,. Wearing my red,drese, tﬁe Sunday color ‘of Thailand,

: "broug'ht bsr chance, with my camere; follouved ‘by Ashton and very
soon a small entourageﬂiough n.ot needed it seems inevitable on
ItheSe trips. I had asked if‘ the car could please pick me up as-they

: .d eparted, and I had a good 30 minutes walk‘seeing what'I had yea.rned to :

see since my visit in 1961, The mornmg was blue and gold not too
lacked: ' : was an

hot yet all that I Mkéd for complete dehght fb/r/thé/hﬁtonan Ilhad -

been told that the last bu:.ldmgs were put up by

their great ng who lep.d Thailand into the modern world, abolished

_-slavery, introduced social refoi‘ms, raised the status of wofnen,
1 economic developmentsa' ?‘yery'thing I heard about hi.m I liked except

his bulldmgs --a huge palace of pmk plaster w1th tall white ﬂuted

—

columns topped w11:h Grec1an capltols, i P maybe. It &ooked
. /R
11ke it mlght have been in any Southe rn European Cap1tol f&ud
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Banékek is so spectu}aarly‘Bangkok‘. But out in front were the wonderful

trees, clipped in their grotesque shapes.

. 1 stepped imkocexswmxwsyx through a dooi-way into the greatl

courtyard and was at once in fairyland. The magnificent Buddist

temple, its roofline ornamented with curving fingers that reached

to the sky, end hung with gently tinkling temple bells,‘ dominafes the

courtyard. There are myriadfsmall pagodas whose multicolored

domes shaped like the hat on Budd&‘s head rise on every side. Here

the buildings are the work of King M o nKugT that dynamic

fearsome ruler in Anna and the King of Siam, and the great grand-

i -

father of the preeent King, or by Kings %receded him. I can under- -

stand x what Oki§ meant when he said Bangkok is both the delight - .

andtthe Afrl'lpstration of a camera artistf because no camera can take
A

it all 1n/] I};cannot poss1b1y include it all/; ere is such myrlad
MNog Cﬁ'N

deta:i % words b descnbe it, I will try.

I came toa 11tt1e pag‘dﬁ guarded by two f1erce Chmese lions

”:a* .

of carved stone. They were brought over as ball%/tﬁ long ago 1n a

- Chinese ééﬁifn\f purchased by some ruler for his palace, and rice

was taken back in trade. Every inch of the pe.goda is covered with
flowers -~ tuiny petals made of porcel@n}in blue and rose and gold-

and -pink'and' green and white. ‘SI.J.Ch lifetimes of delicate wofkl ~Such

l

Sa fantasy of des1gn. Then you come to huge sta.tuyes perhaps 25 feet

ta.ll of pamted wood, and you see tha.t they represent characters in the
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stories of the battle between the demons and the monkeys who ate.

-
L3

_‘the princess. They glare down at you,a's you walk off into the

of
courtyard, past the mural which adorns the long wall x:d:h:e:ykam

a colonnaded structure that tells thx in endless detail the VMML

LIS

legend of the monkles and the princesjgagainst the demons. Its

origin came from somewhere within India, I believe. There is a .

- gtrain of the szfbcx Hindu,

‘You come to the great temple itself, and thexzx I see that

around its base there is long line of lovely tiles that look like

Chinese Its delicate tré.eery of flowers and trees and birds -- each

one a work of art, priceless and irreplaceable .

(end of ta.pe)

‘ Eagh one could have been the des1gn for a Chmese wallpaper, and

vthere are hundreds. Thee is an mcredlble variety of materials --

‘ carved stones and pa.inte’d;rjd,_ 'delvie'at'e porcelains, tile pa.nel‘B i
entdizss ' | o
thas

expa.nses of mosaic - femple domes of gold leaf; ever&thing

_ fascinates me, especially the roof tops. These buildings speak of

great riches, of lifetimes of labor. Thailand is the most exotic, the

~most remantic. country I have ever seen,
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There are two stzangely discordant notes rising among
~ the forest of temple roofs/\a. giant antenna.'wit!ﬁhuge saucerélike '
years brmgmg the news of the world Iam toa}) it was mstalled by
Communlcatlons to handle our trip. And then the lament of some
Thai, who was escorting me around tempke grounds -- he told me -
-that when some pieces of the mosaic were da.ma.ged or lost thatJalas)

there wasnno more of that kind' of labor anymore to do the repairs

. on themygit took too man;t hours he said. _ S T

'." ‘I feel that if 1 ,were-,a.s_ked to describe Thailand, I would 'loe
like an ant trying to describe an .e'lephant. I c(ouldn't even see .above
the toenails. /f'l :

.iAbout sevenvLy'ndon rode up in the oig black lhooosine .. I
stepped in and we motoroaded to the a;irporf. : Alo‘ng the st'reete. o
that were filled even so eari&, the children waving. ﬂags --?;e_
night before we had said to the King and his beautifui .Quee.n‘ thet we
: eoosider‘ed 1t a ‘great. i.mpoeition for fheni to get up Before Ida_y to- |
tell us‘ goodbye,' so they did not aooompany us, .There we.re biief |
krrraeaﬁﬁ'o N
o low-key fa.rewells at the an-port by the ever- smiling K. G—htmﬁ(—“')'—
‘I felt like I was saying goodbye to falrylend'. And then, at 8:20 wheels
| up and we wel;e ﬁeaoed forbMal“aysi}a. 1 tumbled into bed for a bz"ief» |

hour or two of rest,
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o
At 9:45 local tlme,‘ and somewhere along the way tim

- Kunala Aum,’u&
ceased to have much relevance to me,‘ we arrwed at /I‘-a.]el-a}a-mpoo (")
called farnlharly KL by world tr_avelors. I thought by this time I had -

seen everything in arrivals. Ihad not, As we walked off the plane-

there was the usual red ca.rpef. We were met by the King ‘}rf};}yt; T %J,v‘

and his Queen, and by Prime Minister ou Ko P* f)u; (on ~AN
our old : :
nﬁfnendd from Washington v1s1ts, a very worldly p01sed charmmg

man , himself the son of a Sulta.n, who.’I am told was a playboy until
he was ﬁp in hisv forties, and then set about really working'for his
countfy. |
What made this arr.ival ceremeny.so different was the glaring

 contrast of the old and the new. In fxmkxx front of us was a handsome

new airport building of glass and steel. £o00 59;*@';;;‘9_,\_\ could
| ‘have been proud of it. It looked like a Dulles Jr, Few cities of the
~ United States could boast as bmuch.v In delicious contrast we were

s

escorted down the red carpet under goid silk t‘mbrella.s)ta.sseledﬂfa

symbol of roya.lty',\_ and seated on a raised dias under angd elegant

: ¢iﬁ415¢7 eanopy; the Queen and I. Ihad been‘given. a basket fu11 ofv
‘orchids, kma_ny color.ed"sprays,Hb;y a little girl, foere _wa.s a 21 'Ig‘un saiute .
the two natienal anthems, gkxx flags everywhere; the flag of Malafsia:
is red ana white, fhe creecen-t: for_I‘s__l‘am-a‘,' 12.} pointgd'star for tb_‘?

14 states that make up Malaysia.
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P

he meeting with diplomatic corps and government |

officials,' and then the speeches, Lyndon congratulated Malaysia for building ’
a free and prospermg countrys1de £ that can resx rel1eve the poverty

' and apathy of’whlch Comrnun1sm thrives, He spoke of Malaysm s

own struggle against the Communlst ?uerﬂlas x which he said shows

military action can stop Communist aggression and also that peace

-~ as well as the war can be won.

The 14 mile drive into the city with Mrs. Stephangie Bell,
our Ambassador's wife, was intensely interesting. It yva.s' a capsule

account of the history, economy', and ng Malaysia., On my

: left there was a forest of rubber trees, eo different from what I had

1mag1ned -~ tall, shm, white trunks mottled with grey, then- fohage

' was very h1ghc A’few feet up . there was a. chev¢ron—11ke mark from.

.Whlch the rubber dr1pped into a cup at the botdom . The work of

cup .

A:coﬂectmg from th1s bxp was done mostly by Indlans, Mrs. Bell

told me. The ground'wa_s_a carpet of ferns‘.' It ma.de a beautﬁ.ul p1cture. N

‘Wevtraveled on the best roads in Southeast Asia, she' told me,

" and indeed they_WomIl'l'd:vc‘orripare well with any in this country. There

was a wide, high median strip, and evidence of planting along the road..
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: . (?) -
‘We saw signs that said "'Salamit de tong, President and Lady Johnson'
andﬂalas/\the largest billboard I had ever seen., forerunner of what

we may expect, I undgrstand, in losing the fight ';o 11m1t the number
,"of billboérds a.l‘or‘xg the highway;ﬁley s‘i.mply incréase the sizé of those
;(':hat are put up. . ‘ | | |
]F asked about the people that made up Malaysia. Mré. Bellls
answer and iate: the qusai(:%—) Wés ‘rather uﬁsettling. Not a majority' |
~of Malaysiaf’:é,\bgtween 45 and 50 percenty and about 35.percent‘ C»hinese-,
énd it is from this sector that rﬁost of the trouble comes, 10 percent or
mofe Iédians, the fésfz a rﬁixture.. ' |
A ' » . We passed an impreésive university where abouf 2000 sfudents

. attend, The economy of the counti'y' depends principallyl upon rubber,

tip, énd@iﬁbwk ?,«Sl and thé_na.tion's- economic development program |
'is based g'reatlyvon agric;ulture research, For .insf:a'nce they produ.ce‘ _
a tr;e that will give 10 tunes more rubber than élder trees, and then -
| w ﬁén its prddué:’mg years are 'gver -~ it lasts fpr about 25 yeali-s- --
i’ts'_trunk can be used 1%() make paper.

_ And the counvi_:,ry is ktrying to ease its expanding popula.tion
pr'oﬁierxi by hacking new land out of fhe jungle. For inst%nce, L};n:don
was,\taken to see a village» of ZQO families where 6 years ago there was

C“ -_ nothing but jungle and a few communist guertilla fi.ghtix::gcbe,rs. And

I heard the strange story of their form of governmerif'. "It appears

'&uLa:m‘aer"
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that under the British there were 9 Sultans of 9 mapjor states,

end theh‘S smaller ‘st‘atesA I don't know the names of their rulers.

* The Br1t1sh left the Sultans intact with all the trappmgs of grandeur

and_ cons1derab1e power, but they had a Governor General in each

‘Sulta.n%:e, who lived inAGovernment House. When independence came

some 14 or so years ago, a system was set up.\'avh‘ereby the 9 Sultans

‘chose among fhemselves a King who would rule for 5 years, and therr |
 be succeeded by whomever the Sultans chose, a sort of revolving
kingship. The first 2 kings had notAlived out their terms but had

died in the present palace, I was told of undoubtedly natural causes.

D dofor

It seems to me a most unlikely system of government., _Toncaemb)

is a strong flgure and apparently a very well -loved man, He is

called sunply Ton’gﬁ{e—; ‘which means Prmce, by everybody.

Kualu [ n ejf&lﬁw
Kallalawrpoor-4-?

) was a beautiful c1ty surrounded by heavily

forfest‘ed mountains, very verdant blue' green, its public buildings ,.

‘an amazing contrast o{%omfertable dignity‘.ef a British past and

the startlingly handsome pew Parliament building, the national mosque
and the museum.
such

imxx I came across {d old friends as crepe myrtle and

canna and cosmos-hke small flowers, and lush troplcal plants«-- the

yeliow flame mrecx tfé'e , fhe crear'ny white fM;ﬂ¢¢"' NA v , erchids,

- orchids everywhere, and hybiscus and bouga}nvillea.lt was one of

the most beautiful and exiciting countries Ihad been to, and when 1
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' .ar.ri.ved at the.guest house abéﬁt devéﬁ, é. big comfortable white house
of thé Victorian era of British rule, I b’egi'udged the rést of 4an houry
vtl‘lat I toqk before going to the palace fo'1; our audience wﬂ:h t};e King i
| and Que;an é.na lunch. | |
The i:alacé was a l'aig,‘ c'omfortablré whit_c_e_'_;house with many
Vporchés) on a hill, 'reminésc_ent of f:he British, and all -thevair footstéps
here it. seems to me. wérg good ox.les' and remembered with moré
 gratitude tha,'r.x.bitterness'. The King, a heavy-set, rathe.r iznpassive
‘man, escorted me upstai_rs. The Qﬁeen was a be_autif_ul poised
wpman, 'quiet)in her mid-thirties, W};o:becarrie animated fnoétly j
when taikihg about pléying badminton which she enjpyé daﬂy".
| Upsfairs thea;-e was a large reception room: in which chairs
. were précisely a:{'a.:anged aiong two sides and the ends, The King
fégk Lyndon to the end and seated him on his right with a couple
,‘Of dignitaries ﬁankiﬁg fhem, é.nd.I was ¢]‘.ose‘by,neAxt to the Qué‘en
~on one of ‘the'.k sides. * Some 26 of more other guesf':‘s from their -
government ar;d, the .Ame_rican party fj.iled the ;Jther cha.irsl.' .
- And thén an offi_gia.i, 1 xgx suppose th;eir chief of protércbl,
advanced 1n a vef:y cef;emqnial way extending to the"King his glft
to Lyndon - a véry elaborate r_iag'ger.' Ifelt a slight chill. Lyndon
quickly reaéhed' in and ga%re hun a coin tell"ing.him about th-e old
lstor}? m our ;:oﬁntry thva’.t wheﬁ friends mé,ké a g‘iftr of a knife the 'gi'verzi ‘

must accept a coin in return so the friendship won't be cut. To me
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~ the Queen presented hﬁ?beautiful brocade. I had a ridiculous .
k impulse to laugh as Jimmy Symington approached the King)decorously
~ presenting our’gift)and then backed éway in a sort 'of_shufﬂ.e in order

" not to turn hls back on him,

Lunchf‘(@) began with a clear soup.at the bottorh of Wthh
lay two white ‘round eggs wh1ch glared up at me like baleful eyes.
The ’Es:m explamed they were qua1ls eggs. I daintily.' avoided them.
And from then on it was an ours and ’thelrs affa.lr. V;ery'cohsiderately

they proferred us luscious looking small stealls, green peas, cauli-

' flower, and then a complete meal of.the_ir own -exo_tic dishes, flhe

main course was curried rice, yellow with little raisins in it, ac-
companied by a large platter of nine delicacies: delicious chutney,’

1little chips of salted fish, shredded carrots and other vegetables,

, and other things I couldn't name, and to cover the rice a very' hot
' splcy meat d1sh that you m1ght have found in Mex1co. “The ’I':onque*

_ kept on warnmg me that it was hot, a.nd I keﬁ.ﬁ) on insisting I was

r aised in a country w.here one ate hot thmgs. Up to now my d1gesfion
had held out wonderfully, a.nd I had aampled in each country w1th ‘

eager cur1os1ty the dishes of the la,nth would be dull to go around

: -
the world‘eatmg Post Toastles._,(/ind not a ﬂ1cker of stomach trouble

had I had. Des;:'eri: came and I flashed a look Lyndon's way. It was

. . ) . el ]
tapioca,‘ but not as we know itAin a grey.white little mold! It was

quite firm. And then came two xamx®x sauces, a white one that was
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milk of coconut, and a black one that looked like chocolate and .

tasted sweet, but completely unknown to me. And then there were ‘

00 b |

" fruits. ZEEgue took pleasure in peeling for me and explaining what

A

. they were, .One Miooked like a large brown nut and when he Rt &

removed the thick husks there were little _orangew—-like ségments)

bland and sweet. And then another thst looked for all the world

like a large strawberry with thick hairs. And then my old friend

ai'oul_ld thé world - baﬁ?.nas » == very small, the size of a man's .fiﬁger.
" : Lyndon' ha.d»been ejljoying-hhnéelf with the Quéén, and I‘ -

was delighted. Latex he tqld_me he ha.ci quite bpldly asked her

how she had rﬁgt and married fhe Kiné. ~And she had told him that .

she had been married when shg w”a.s about 16 without éver having met

hirn, a match made by her parents and his. He had been married before

and had children her age; one of his daughters was her special companion.

4 '.I envy Lyndon th_é ability to get into such conversations but I can think

_ _ . - . e _ E
of no way to ask them such interesting questions as @.n a man have
: -

.- several wives) %o they still have divorce by just saying three times

yob(are divor'ced‘g what are the rights and econonftic situations of the

LN

women who do get divorced in such a manner? Later I did ask Mrs.

Bell who told me the old Moslem order still pversisted,tha.t'there were

.,somé changes in the wmcq an -drganiz'ation to demand more righté ax‘xd.

. status for women.
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After lunch Lyndon went on to visit the rul{er plantatlon.

I yea.rned to do it all but knew there was a lu'nlt So I left for a

'little more than an hour's rest at the guebt‘house where we were -

.7 . ) . .._,

: ».'[staymg. And then Stepha,nme Bell, Toh Pua.n Norash1k1n (Paun 1s

their word for Mrs,) who is the w1£e of the Mmlster of Hmme Affa.:.rs,
came to pick me up, and we went on a tour of‘ Kuala Lﬂmpur..

. First to the Mvosque, a beé.utiful buildillg, a nﬁarriage of
the past and the presie.nt‘:.' We 'were met at the door by the Cllairman
Tan Sri A[t/dd/ Abdul, 'anA Chief Iznam and officials., We took‘bff'
our'shcles. We walked through colonnaded porticos into the prayer
ro,om\ and up to the high a.ltar. I was enthralled by the artxstry of
the building’. 'There; was lacy fretrwork with blue tiles. that you
a.ssociate“ with Mgsqués ,_of 'cehturies ago, and yet it is é.s mdclern i

as tomorrow. We were never outside the sound of running water.

; Delightfhl'_.. A slim minaret against the vsky is visible all over the

city,

The architect, a Malé.ysia.n, Enche Baharuddia, acc}ompa..ﬁied

 us and explained the wa}ll inscriptions, I signed the guest book which

I have done around the world, There was one moment when below the

‘surface @ my mind was ‘caught between tiwe laughter and amazement,

Enche ‘Baharuddia, my guide; said when We 7caine to a round, high

il
domed chamber ~= 0r 80 I remember it - Thls is the mausoleum for
: T ‘
theg_reat.of our country. There is room for seven, This bold, new
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' country? only. 14 years oid, planning al‘r‘eady éplaée of honor
.fc;r its George Washingtons and Thom;s _.Tefféz‘-s‘ons when the)f die.i
,_But.;vh'o will they be? I wondered how thep jockeyx& 1ng would take
_'plé.ce for the occupaxicy. o ‘ .' - .

We went next to the National Museum. A little girl named

~ Yasmin, daughter of_thé Director, gave me a basket of orchids on

the steps. The Museum was remarkable mostly to me because of

. the enormous mosaic mural outside -~ a bold colorful pageant of the

histo:y of Malaysia, n
Inside there were displays of Chinese)dassicél da,nc‘ersi).—/‘
cosfumes through the ages, MSEDA'N chairs and beds, andor;pdel of
a Chinese house, - The most intAeresting of all wés Malayan _sﬁadoﬁv
puppets, Actually thg building was more imbressive{than the'_ contents}b
They told me that the old Museu;m and x;ear1y~ everything i1; éonﬁainfed
had'been des‘troyed duriﬁg the war. | | ‘-
Then our ﬁldtbl;qade dréve Ath‘r.ough_the‘: lovely lake ga.rde;'.tls.
" I. was impressed over a_vnd'dver: at the lush gréen {reidure of th1s cityA, -
the qpén spaces,th'e‘ st.artlingly.h'an'dsome buildings of which the new
Pa.rlia.mgnt bvui.‘l‘d‘ing}riéing like a thte fbwer:against the Siue;gfeén | |
background of a mountain is-‘ the outs.tanding"jewel.. It; is as thdugh

so.me #ery godd planhers had made a well thought out decision bgain

" “ status, a place of prestigefin the world, by having a'number-bf splendid- N
_ ace of prestig . g a number ¢ |

buildings in this Capitol city. They have and it is splendid, and all
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well set in beautiful landscaping. In fact, the Parliament Building

had a.hu.ge pa.fking_ lot so skillfully settled behind a rise of land that

you do not see it-as you approach the buﬂdiﬁg. And even when you look
down upon it, frorm the windows above, it is dotted with trees to re-
.-lievé the expanse of cement,

On our drive back, something a little 'creepyl happened.‘

- Iwas so caught up in looking at the buildings and scenery that I was

forgettif.lg my%/of ls.smiling and looking into thevci-:y"és of the peopie

and greeting them, I asked the cé.r to stop a moment Whﬂe I éduid

get é. picture' of the Parlia.mgnt Building. vSudglgr}Jty 'o.iJ.t' of n@Where‘ the
car was sufi;bﬁnded by a" th;ong, mostly youngsters, I h.ad rolled down
"the window to take the pictu're. The people surged forward, ‘and we | |
were e‘ncloise_d, and J’efrf reachéd ba.ck and rolled up th‘e'wind:owj.'_'.

%of one fluttering second almost catching a thin/ brown claw-like hand

that was reaching in. And Jerry said, in that voice that he ueEakxx |

used the night of the San Francisco Opera, 'I think we better stay on

Ch. -

o~
i

5

schedule, if you don't inind,» Mrs. .Tohn»so’n. "You are due back at

the residence at about this time," I simply murmured "All right."

I was M}r own performance; that hand was reached in

Lonly in welcome;and I was partly an.n.oyed at myself that I hadn't
¥, quietly azd look_ﬁ?—from face to face , and smiling into

thleir éyes, instead of hurrying away. And partly I was annoyed
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- becausel ca.hnot stop to fake a pi'ct'ure.r I woold like to have that
i freedoni. Jeffy didn't needv to teil ﬁe that somethingv wa‘_s, afoot.:
-Lafer I fodnd ouf: moi'e"specifically what it x;yé.s. There had heeh :
s ‘éfne little_dervnonstretions,v some 50 01; so Chineee had raced up and
down the str'eei.:s', tead'ing down American flags before we came;
- there had been a banner- in front of the University "Welcome

'n’}‘)g}ﬁgg‘p\ Johnson," There was a riot mvolvmg only a handful

" of people, but one had been shot by the pohce and k111ed
Ba.ck at the house I we.ndered around the groundg,took my.
pictu-res and a lovely green hilltop it was, looking out at fhe fninarets
‘and the palms, the mountains and the Parlia.ment-Building', but awa.re:
always of the litfie brown man with a rifle in the distence guarding.
o fhe Aprope‘r_ty'. |
“Tnside Thad a facial and a manich:e hy‘ a delightfu'l woman with
;;;a.title,, Lady J' oehcehfer, who told 'me sto?cies abou.t how her hdsba'.nvd '

had helped w1th the resista_nce durmg the J a.pa.nese occupa.tmn and.

i

x emained on after the Br1t1sh had left and helped the Mala.ys:.a.n Govern;rent‘~
' ['aga.mst-the Communist msurgenoy. She was an Ehzabeth Azden repre- |
: een‘tative and traveled around the world. Iyea.rned to kﬁow how she got
. _to be a "Lady" but.‘unlike Lyndon I couldn't ‘ask.. | |
One mterestmg bit of mformatmn I p1cked up durmg the day
from Stepham;ue Bell was that yellow is the color reserved for roya.lty

- Hence the yellow umb?rella.’s ; a.nd therefore one shouldn't wear it,

-y
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For_ldinnervI wore.rf;y ﬂowéred chiffon and we went to | _
tl;;e_Parliament Building itself where the @q&e wa.s. our host for -
" a delightful banquet in v}hiqh they very graciously included 12 o
N or so‘memb‘ers: of our. party, always of i:é)ursé Secretary R‘uskv '
a nd Jimmy Symington, but I was giad to see Réstow and ‘Clark
: a.n.d several of the girls there. |
As v}e é,rrive'd, nine silver trump’xets played ruffles and
ﬁourishes, We went upstairé to a b‘eat_ztiful lafge'dra.\.wing roon"éor
, : -, ‘ T
the exchange »of gifts, The ’E&m'skwife préved'as silgant. as he was |
.vocal. In fact, I hardly felt that I‘ha;d made contact wifh a;ny‘ of the o
| wovmen’I met except p'ossibly £he Queen, The Porgte gave us a péihtmg -
Ca Stfeet scene of two women, | N
Every step m fhis Parlia.rrie‘nt Building confirms i:hé impres~
- sion that it & ‘is a marvelous pece of _arthitectu"re-. 'fineir q'liarter.s |
f or én:bed::m “enterta'ining are quite cqmpa.rable to ours ’in‘the.new
‘State ‘D_epa.rtzl‘r_lent Building. Dévs.msta'irs: in the banquet Hall I kax sat
v'r‘1e-xt to the C%oaq%/for a dinner thaf: bégan quite familiarly %h ciear
;::hickén _s'oup;fthen. there was vso‘met»hingr wrappgd in banana leaves - |
;oﬁe Malaysian versidn .vof hot tamale encas‘ed‘ in dough.an;i séasoﬁe_d me_é.t
' m the cénter; a;d then roast duckling with orange stuffing, wiriding up- |

with more exotic Malaysian fruits.
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M1dway in the mea.l the entertainment began with c1ass1ca1

' Malaysia.n daxicers, and I h_ighly recbmmend it as a civilized custom_

for 18 hour days. It shortens the evenmg and spices it too. It was a

sort of montage (?) of the history of Malaysia. One da.nce was

definitely Indian, another remine_scentbf Thailand, and mtanother

pure Ghiexvex Chinese with figures inside a dragon, and another .

)
Malaysian, Meanwhile, on the stage, two bands held forth, a lodd,

brassy, irery Western &adio Malaysia orchestra, ‘and if th‘ere is any -

- way in which we have made contactwith the dhastern countries I think

" it is through jazz. And then there was an orchestra purely Malaysian

in instruments and music. The minute one stopped the other took up
~The Prime Minister toasted the President wiht w witty

 speech about the large bed, thex difficulty they had had in this

country of sma'll men m finding an 8 foot bed, and when Lyndon

E toasted the King in 3 more serious speech the burden of whzch was

that if, China would increase its bread output mstead of atomic bombs,'
then she could be friends with the wor@]} .

It was an interesting evening with a very articulate host, I

found that these public buildings have been built by their Public Works

Department, that many of the architects were Malaysian, one Dutch;

‘that they have some equally; exce_llent_.lo‘w cost h'ousi.n'g.- They have
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the highest per capita income of any counfry in Southeast Asia -

somethmg over $300 per year -- and the ma.msta.y of the1r economy is

It seems a hazardous sort of government and yet what it has to show

for 1t,//g';r only' 14 years/%f/exmtence//s substant1al indeed. A -

© very interestmg vedidde country, I hope I shall come back someday., -

Nl
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