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b eg an
Monday, O c to b er  31s t,  Halloween,XKHM i n  3®sadax K uala

L u m p u r ,  M a la y s ia ,  a t  the  v e ry  e a r ly  hour of abou t 5 :3 0 .  S leeping

an d̂ eatlng ge t^  s h o r t  sh r i f t^  on th is  t r ip  . > Coffee and  then  the

h a i r d r e s s e r ,  and then  a l a s t  look a t  the a r t s  and c r a f t s j^f M a la y s ia

th a t  have  b e e n  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  in  a  s o r t  of sun p o rc h  ro o m  fo r  us

to m ak e  p u r c h a s e s  f ro m , and about 6:40 w ith  A m b a s s a d o r  and M rs .

B e l l  we le f t  fo r  the P a la c e  on top of the h il l .  The band w as p laying

the S ta r  Spangled B an n e r  on f ife s .  The G rand  C h a m b e r la in  g re e te d

us , and we w alked u n d er  the gold c e re m o n ia l  u m b re l la s  up to the

p o rc h  w h ere  the King a nd Q ueen aw aited  u s .

I n s i d e  in  the r e c e p t io n  ro o m  d e lic io u s  looking l i t t l e  m o r s e l s

w e re  p a s se d  on beau tifu l  t r a y s .  I took som e but n ev e r  r e a l ly  got
o u r

to ea t  th em . Tha t too is ty p ica l  of th is  t r ip .  Then we sa id  goodbye 

to the  King and Queen, and to th is  b eau tiful  r ic h  g re e n  co u n try .  

T h e re  w e re  people  a l l  a long the s t r e e t s  to the a irp o rt^ th o u g h  not 

■CĴ ‘ th ick̂  a t  th is  e a r ly  hour.

W e  w alked down the r e d  c a rp e t ,  shaking hands w ith  the 

A m e r ic a n  sector<^,-" the  d ip lo m a tic  c o rp s ,  the  g o v e rn m en t o f f ic ia ls  

One l i t t le  g roup  of A m e r ic a n  c h i ld re n  in  H allow een  m a sk s  which 

c a r r i e d  m e b a c k  15 y e a r s  and thousands  of m i le s .

■' A t 7:40 we w e re  w heels  up fo r  K o re a  fac ing  a  6 h o u r  f l ig h t

du rin g  w hich I s lep t ,  a te  an  am p le  lunch, and re a d  abou t K o re a .  One



. g e ts  to re g a rd in g  th e se  lo ng f lig h ts  a s  an  o a s is ,  a  haven , a

m u ch  d e s i r e d  p e r io d  of in su la t io n ,  in  th is  17 day c re sc e n d o

. of a c t iv i ty .  S om ew here  be tw een  K uala  L um p u r  and K o rea ,  we

p a s s e d  o v e r  V ie tnam , r ig h t  o v er  Saigon. T h e re  w e re  f ig h te r
, ' ' was

p lan es  accom pany ing  us then - o u r  own. I ^  as leep . I did

not see  them . But a s  we ap p ro ach ed  t h e  ̂ laxv S p ec ia l  City of Seoul,

I saw  off o u r  wings th re e  l i t t l e  f i g h t e r  p lan es  flying in p e r fe c t  

fo rm a t io n ,  and off the o th e r  wing th re e  m o re  - -  a  th r i l l in g  en try .  

''^I^And if I th o u g h t  I had  s een  ev e ry th in g  in  w e lco m es ,  I w as  indeed  

c o m p le te ly  wrong! Nothing w as e v e r  like  K o re a  in  a l l  the  v is i t s  

in  a l l  of m y  l i fe .  We a r r iv e d  a t  Gim po In te rn a t io n a l  A i r p o r t  

abou t 3 o 'c lo c k  lo c a l  t im e .  A m b a s s a d o r  and M rs .  B row n cam e  

a b o a rd  the p lane , and fo r  the second t im e  on th is  tripjt f e l t  th a t  I 

w as in  the h ands  of v e ry  sp e c ia l  iiaxK f r ie n d s  - -  f i r s t  the C la rk s  in  

A u s t r a l i a  and now M rs .  W infield  B row n  who had  b een  P e g g y  B ell  

in  w hose hom e I had v is i te d  when I was in  the U nivers i ty  b ack  in  the 

1930s w h ere  I had known h e r  m o th e r ,  h e r  s i s t e r  K itty  and  b r o th e r  

F r a n c i s  K e l l y .  They a r e  one of the m o s t  e x t r a o rd in a r i ly  ab le  

A m b a s s a d o r ia l  c o u p l^ I  have  e v e r  m e t ,  and I d o n 't  know a job w h ere  

a  m a n  n eeds  a w ork ing  wife m o re .

They e s c o r te d  us down the s te p s  of the p lane , and  h e r e  the
. fjt^.

pageantry began , fo r  the ra i l in g s  w e re  fes tooned  with f lo w e rs  a  m a s s
• A . . ■ '

of f lo w e rs  f ro m  top to bo ttom  - -  and we w e re  facing  a  sea  of m e n  and 

w om en and c h i ld re n ,  the f i r s t  e m p la c e m e n t  of the 2 m il l io n  K o re a n s
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th a t  w elcom ed  u s .  T h e re  w e re  P r e s id e n t  and M r s .  P a r k  a t  the 

foot of the s te p s .  I had b een  h e a r in g  e v e r  s in ce  the beginning  of 

the M an ila  C o n fe ren ce  tha t M rs .  P a r k  did not acco m p an y  the 

P r e s i d e n t  b e c a u s e  she w as m ak ing  p r e p a ra t io n s  fo r  o u r  v is i t ,  

b u t  I had no id ea  of the  scope  of the p r e p a ra t io n s .  I was to  se e  

them  in  the next two and a  ha lf  days^rang ing  f ro m  new C hina  and 

s i l v e r  chop s t ic k s  fo r  the S tate  D in n e r ,  the f i r s t  such  s e rv ic e  

they  had e v e r  had txxx I a m  told, to the fa m il ia r^ m u s ic  th a t  was 

p layed  fo r  us  a long the s t r e e t s ,  to the m am m o th  K o re a n  and  

A m e r ic a n  f la g s  th a t  f loa ted  in  the a i r  an ch o red  by ba llo o n s  above 

( _ the c iv ic  s q u a re .

Suddenly a  squad of ROK A ir  F o r c e  J e t  f igh ts  

zoom ed  out of now here  and f ro m  low overhead^ l e a v i n g  pathw ay 

of r e d ,  fa g re e n  , b lue , yellow and p ink  sm oke, and the b a n d s  p layed  

o u r  two Nationa l An th e m s ,  and we stood v e ry  e r e c t ,  and  the  cannon 

boom ed  out the 21 gun sa lu te .  Anybody ’xx whose p u lse  d id n 't  r a c e  

w as  a  ch ild  of d u l ln e ss  indeed]

I looked up a t  the ra inbow  c o lo rs  in  the sky and thought of 

the two o th e r  ra in b o w s we had seen  on th is  t r ip  - -  A u s t r a l i a  and th e  

£ 3K333ipTgaBaBno^fei3:Tp|gTdaBayx P h i l ip p in e s  and I took i t  a s  a  good om en. 

Lyndon and P r e s id e n t  P a r k  rev iew ed  the t ro o p s  s tand ing  

f  in  a  jeep .  Som ehow th is  s e e m s  lik e  the K o rean s  - -  no n o n se n se .

I t  w as tho rough ly  done, qu ickly  o v e r .
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P r e s i d e n t  P a r k  is  a  s lig h t,  d a rk ,  tough looking m an .

I b e l iev e  h im  a  good f r ie n d  and a  fo rm id a b le  enem y. He looks 

l ike  sm il in g  d o e s n 't  com e e a sy  to h im . N e v e r th e le s s  he was 

sm il in g  m o s t  of the t im e  du rin g  th is  a f te rn o o n .  He co m p le te ly  

la c k s  the h e ro  im ag e ,  the  g la m o u r ,  the p h y s ica l  c h a rm  of M a rc o s  

and  ye t th e r e  i s  so m eth in g  com m anding  about h im , som eth in g  ver$r 

f i r m ,  and I would lay  my be t on h im .

M r s .  P a r k  is  sm iling  a l l  the t im e ,  a  v e ry  w om anly , 

g ra c io u s ,  gen tle ,  tho rough ly  h igh  c l a s s  p e rso n .  She iŝ  ̂am ong  the 

fa v o r i te  f i rst la d ie s  who have e v e r  com e to v is i t  u s  in  W ash in g to n , 

? . '  ■
I w as soon loaded with f lo w e rs ,  a lw ay s  p r e s e n te d  by

c h i ld re n .

. . / / ^  D uring  the sp e e c h e s  I r a i s e d  m y  ey es  to see  w hat the
w e re

t e r r a i n  looked l ik e .  T h e re  in  f ro n t  of us wxjs the a u s te r e  fo rb idd ing

m o u n ta in s  r i s in g  d a r k  a g a in s t  the sky l i n e  -- and the y e a r s  of

' 50, ' 53 when K o re a  w as a  painfu l w ord  to A m e r ic a n s  loom ed  

d a rk ly  in  m y m in d ..  I t  was a t im e  of s t r e s s  and u n c e r ta in ty ,  and

\

wrenching n a tiona l d e c is io n s ,  and m o re  than  50 ,000  A m e r i cans  

d ied  so m e w h e re  in  those  sam e  m o u n ta in s .  And now th is  co u n try  

K o re a  is  one of the s u c c e s s  s to r i e s  of A s ia .  I hope I s h a l l  l ive  to 

se e  the s a m e  thing happen  w ith  the b e a s t  th a t  we w re s t l e  w ith  today. 

P e r h a p s  i t  is  th is  bond o: a s so c ia t io n  th a t  m ade  K o re a  fo r  m e  the 

m o s t  d r a m a t ic  s top  of a l l , a lthough  f ro m  the v e ry  beg inn ing
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i t  s e e m e d  s ta r k ,  a lm o s t  d ra b  coun try ,  with l i t t le  g r a s s  and few 

t r e e s  to r e l ie v e  the g r im  m ou n ta in s  and the g r e a t  c ity , m o re  than  

50 p e r c e n t  of w hich had b een  d e s tro y e d  by the in v as ion in  '50 to '53.

B ut m y fee ling  th a t  th e se  w ere  a  toug h, d e te rm in e d ,  in d u s t r '^  

in te l l ig e n t  peop le  going p la c e s  g rew  with e v e ry  h o u r  th a t  I w as th e re .

I l ik ed  th em . .

I t  w as p a s t  3:40 when we got in  the l im o u s in e  and ^ed by

o u r  m o to rc y c le  e s c o r t  of 31, b egan  the te n  m ile  o r  so d r iv e  to the

h e a r t  of the c i ty .  It was a  t re m e n d o u s ,  em otion  packed  two h o u rs .

Things  I w ill  n e v e r  fo rg e t :  a  s e a  of aosBcaoc fa c e s  on a l l  s id e s ,  and
s the

w h en ev e r  we c a m e  to a n  open s q u a re   t r ib u ta r y  s t r e e t s  into i t

w e re  fu ll  o f  people  a s  f a r  a s  your eye could see  , and a l l  the windows 

above  you. The a m a z in g  v a r ie ty  of s ig n s ,  h o m em ad e , m an y  of th em  

w ith  p ic tu r e s  of Lyndon, som e s e n tim e n ta l  "W elcom e King of K ings" 

" T h e  G r e a te s t  L e a d e r  of the W orld" and  "the f r ie n d ly  han d c lasp  

we w elcom e you". "We L ike  L B J  W ith A ll O ur H e a r t s " .  Many r ig h t  

out of a  w e s te rn  m ovie  p ic tu r in g  Lyndon in  cowboy boots  and a  big 

h a t  and two guns say ing  "W elco m e , T exas  Giant" - " G a l l o p , Cowboy" 

" T h a n k s ,  T ex as  Bo y, We Love Y o u ."  and one h i la r io u s  one: " T e x a s  

B ull We L ike"  and even  one tha t sa id  "W elcom e B lue B i r d " ,  and th e re  

w e re  big  p o s te r s  of Lyndon and P r e s id e n t  P a r k .  It w as a  m a n 's  

co u n try .  I d o n 't  r e m e m b e r  any^of m e and M rs .  P a r k .  / /



(V

School c h i ld re n  l ined  up in  th e i r  u n ifo rm s ,  b lack  and 

m a ro o n  and blue, m any of the g i r l s  we a r in g  t r o u s e r s .  M rs .  P a r k  

exp la ined  they  did in  w in te r .  We p a s s e d  in n u m e ra b le  b an d s , a 

g ro u p  doing a  h a r v e s t  dance with a  d ra g o n  and m a sk s  and a  king 

and  a  c row n.

/ /  Once on the edge of town Lyndon m ade  h is  way th ro u g h  

the  crow d to a  r i c e  paddy, and I saw  h im  ba lan c in g  atop a  n a r ro w  

dyke w hile  he re a c h e d  o v e r  to g r e e t  w o rk e r s  in  the f ie ld .  E ig h t 

t im e s  he s topped to shake hands^ s tand ing  in  the doo r of the c a r  waving 

and ta lk ing . Once he sa t  on the roof waving K o re an  and A m e r ic a n  

f la g s  w hile  the c row d  a ro u n d  h im  w ent w ild . I soon saw th a t  I w as 

no m a tc h  fo r  th is  c row d. To get in  to i t  w as to be sw allow ed up 

and d ev o u red  so I s tayed  in s id e  the bubble top c a r  w ith  M r s .  P a r k  

and the  i n t e r p r e t e r :^ l^ n i l^ i^ o u t  only to r e c e iv e  f lo w e rs  and bsdaxx 

bend o v e r  and g r e e t  c h i ld re n  and wave and sm ile  and n e a r ly  get ru n  

o v e r  a s  they  m ad e  a  d a sh  fo r  Lyndon, and then  b ack  in to  the c a r  

w h e re  the  s ta c k  of f lo w e rs  g re w  h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  on the  sh e lf  behind  

M r s .  P a r k  and m e.

We p a s s e d  a  huge m o n u m en ta l  a r c h  w hich M rs .  P a r k  c a l le d  

th e  South G ate, and on e v e ry  inch of i t  and what a p p e a re d  to b e  s te p s  

w e re  s tand ing  g i r l s  in co lo rfu l  na tive  c o s tum es .

E m o tio n s  g rew  h ig h e r ,  the  roa;t^ of the crow d lo u d e r ;  th e r e
. ■ u
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w as no end to the s igns .  Lyndon in  a  m a n d a r in  ha t,  "Le a d e r  of the j

Wo r ld ", "Arc h -e n e m y  of Co m m u n ism ", "our b o so m  f r i e n d ", "L ady  B ird  F ly  High Up" |
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" You O utpolled  a l l  Y our Opponents in  our G a llup P o ll", "P l e a s e  C om e
n

P r e s i d e n t  Jo h n so n, A p o s tle  of P e a c e ", and one w hose ph ilosophy  

w as a b i t  m ixed  up "Welcom e to the King of D e m o c ra c y ". A n o th e r
It

d e l ic io u s  one "We Love B ra v e  Johnny". T h e re  w as not one s ing le  

d e m o n s t r a to r  nor  h o s t i le  s ign.

B e tw een  the South Gaugsc Gate and th e  C ity  H all P l a z a  we 

w e re  ^  sh o w ered  w ith  oixix6e>sx; con fe tt i  and f lo w e rs .  The a i r  

above  w as th ick  w ith  them , ̂  ^ h e  w indsh ie ld  c o v e re d .  And th e r e
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a t  the  P l a za when we thought em o tio n s  had r e a c h e d  th e i r  p e a k / ^ n d  th e r e  

could  be  no m o r e , / ^ e  h e a rd  the r o a r  of the m a s s e d  c ro w d ̂ e s tim a ted  

a t  3 5 0 ,0 0 0 ^  and a  c h o ru s  of 2000 g i r l s  in  br ig h t  t r a d i t io n a l  d r e s s  

sang the Ar i a n g  song, and h igh  in  the  a i r  above floated  two 

g ian t  f ig  f l a g s  - -  the K o re a n  and the A m e r ic a n  - -  w hich w e re  a n c h o re d  

by b a l lo o n s .

H e re  the M ay o r  w as  to r e c e iv e  us and give us the G olden

K ey to the  c ity .  We c l im b ed  the s te p s  to the re c e p t io n  p la t fo rm

b e t ween  two co lum ns  of g i r l s  in  p ink  sa tin  s c a t te r in g  r o s e  p e ta ls ,
■ I ■ ’

and th en  a t  the top w h  tu rn e d  to face  the m a s s  of 350 ,000

peop le .  I t  w as an  a w e - in sp i r in g  s ight. swayed l ik e  w h e a t ,

Som e w e re  push ing  to get c lo s e r ,  and those  in  f ro n t  co u ld n 't  m ove,

and I could see  tha t som e - -  the g i r l s  in  the singing c h o ru s  - -  w e re

b e ing  t ra m p le d .  The crow d was on a  r a z o r  edge b e tw e e n  sesjtacsyjaaxdc 
s

ecsta s y  and f re n z y .  I t  w as f r ig h ten in g .  H ere  and th e re  I saw  p o lice  

m oving in  With th e i r  s t ic k s  m aking  people  s i t  down, c a r ry in g  out g i r l s
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^  on th e i r  sh o u ld e rs .

P r e s i d e n t  P a r k  w as speak ing  im p a s s iv e ly .  I could not 

see  th a t  he no ticed . • He sa id  the K o re a n  people  w e re  w elcom ing  

the A m e r ic a n  P r e s i d e n t  a s '  Ou r  c lo s e s t  f r ie n d ,  o u r  m o s t  honored  

g u es t ,  the f o r e m o s t  p o l i t ic a l  l e a d e r  of the f r e e  w orld  ;in th is  

c e n tu ry .  W e  have been  m u ch  indeb ted  to you a s  c o m ra d e s  in  

a r m s "  and looking a t  h im  afad a t  th e se  people  I b e lieved  h im  when 

he  sa id  " P le a s e  be a s s u r e d  th a t  o u rs  is  not a  na tio n wh ic h  w ill in -  . 

d e f in ite ly  be indeb ted  to o th e r s ,  bu t r a th e r  i s  a na tion  w hich  knows 

how to r e q u i te  i t s  ob lig a tio n s ,  w hich h as  a  keen  s e n se  of re sp o n s ib i l i ty
/(

and  w hich a b id e s  by good fa ith ."

M ayor K im  (? )  p r e s e n te d  the r e a l  gold key  to the c ity  of 

Seoul to L y ndon. His n ic kna m e ,  d e lig h tful ly ,  is  Bul ld o z e r  b e c a u s e  he 

ge ts  th ings  done in a  tough, f a s t  fash ion .

/ j  W hile  we w ere  s e a te d  w aiting  L yndon 's  tu rn  to speak , he fecx 

le a n e d  o v e r  a t  m e  and  sa id  "Y o u 'v e  got con fe tt i  in  y o u r  h a i r .  Take  

your com b and ge t  i t  out." I shook my head , not w anting to co m b  m y 

h a i r  in  f ro n t  of thousands  of peop le , and to m y e m b a r r a s s m e n t  h e  took 

out h is  com b, le an ed  over  and f licked  i t  out p ie c e  by  p iece . I w as 

annoyed . So m u ch  fo r  m y s e n se  of good public  r e l a t io n s ! It w as the 

thing th a t  caught the eye of the K o re a n  p r e s s ,  a l l  the  w om en e s p e c ia l ly ,  

and w as re p e a te d  to us o v e r  and o v e r .  A p p a ren tly  to th em  i t  m e a n t  tha t  

he w as so lic i t io u s  of m e, c a r e f ul  w ith m e, and they  l iked  it .  / /
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In  h i s  sp e e c h  Lyndon sa id  "T o  an  A m e r ic a n  the f r e e  

so il  of K o re a  i s  hallow ed ground."  He spoke of the 54 ,000  A m e r ic a n s  

who had d ied  in  the b i t t e r  '50 to '53 b a t t le  of o u r  two p a r tn e r s h ip s  

a g a in s t  r e d  a g g re s s io n ,  th a t  one and the p r e s e n t  one in  w hich the 

South K o re a n s  have 45 ,000  s o ld ie r s  b e s id e s  our s in  V ie tn am , and of 

K o r e a 's  r e m a r k a b le  aaaixnaxK eco n o m ic  p ro g re s s ^  a nd then  i t  w as  o v er  

and  we m ade o u r  way f ro m  the crow ded  s q u a re ,  and le f t  by chopper  

fo r  W alk e r  H ill,  fee ling  a b so lu te l y exhaus ted  by the em o tio n a l 

p i tc h  of the l a s t  two h o u rs .

W a lk e r  Hill i s  a  r e s o r t  c ling ing  to the h igh  h i l ls  overlook ing  

the Sp e c ia l  City  of Seoul nam ed  a f te r  an  A m e r ic a n  G e n e ra l  who died 

in  the f igh ting  of the 50s. We w e re  to s tay  in  V illa  E m e r a ld .  , The 

B ro w n s  took us th e r e ,  and i t  w as a c h a rm in g  p lace  fu rn ish e d  with 

an tiq u e  K o re a n  c h e s t s ,  so m e  lo v e ly  po rce la i ns, som e of th e i r  n a tiona l 

t r e a s u r e s ,  I  u n d e rs ta n d ,  and a  b eau tifu l  s c r e e n  w ith  adatexHXte 

a l t e r n a te  p an e ls  of b u t te r f l ie s  and fans.  I ts  l a r g e  p ic tu re  windows 

looked down upon Seoul and off to  the m o u n ta in s .

By now we had m ad e  a  co m p le te  c i r c le , leav ing  W ashing ton  in  the 

fa l l  going to the Spring  of fo r s y th ia  and tu lip s  in  A u s t r a l i a ,  and h e r e  

in  K o re a  back  to the golden ginkgo t r e e s  and b r ig h t  re d  m a p le s  - -  

the l a s t  of th em  we had le f t  in  O c to b e r  W ashington. I had t im e  fo r  

a  l i t t l e  ta lk  with P e g g y  and then  the m uch  needed m in is t r a t io n s  of 

the h a i r d r e s s e r ,  and in to  m y  g re e n  P r in c e s s  M a rg a r e t  evening d r e s s



o v er  which. I w ore  the long c loak  of K o re a n  fa b r ic  th a t  M rs .  K im  

had g iv en  m e ^ p  the S tate  D in n er  g iven  by P r e s id e n t  and M r s .  P a r k .

A l i t t le  p a s t  8 we le f t  in  a  h e l ic o p te r  w ith  the B ro w n s  fo r  

the B lue  H ouse, the K o re a n  W hite House o r  P r e s id e n t i a l  r e s id e n c e ,  

t h e r e  on the f ro n t  s te p s  we w ere  g re e te d  by P r e s id e n t  and  M rs .

P a r k  and I would sw e a r  the band was playing  D ixie! In fa c t ,  in 

a l l  of th is  r o a r in g ,  tum ultous  day  we w ere  c u r io u s ly  a cco m p an ied

' by a  w ell  known old t im e  A m e r ic a n  songs. It w as ju s t  a s  though

som ebody  had gone th ro u g h  Seoul with sh ee t  m u s ic  -- "50 F a v o r i t e  

Songs of A m e r i c a ". I had h e a rd  Oh S u sa n n a , Way Down upon the 

C Sw anee R iv e r ,  My Old K entucky Hom e, and o v er  and o v e r  and  o v er

T exas^F igh t,  Yellow R ose  of T exas  and the E y e s  of Texas^  One m o re  

ex am p le  of the in fin ite ly  s tud ious  and in d u s tr io u s  way th e y  had gone 

a b o u t  m ak ing  us  fee l  a t  hom e.

L a te r  I was told th a t  B lue  House had b e e n  pa in ted  ju s t  th re e  

days  b e fo re  our  a r r i v a l  and a l s o  the C apito l had b een  a s  w e ll  a s  the 

K o re a  House and the A r t  G allery . Blue H ouse w as sp ac io u s  and 

h a n d so m e , but th e r e  was so m eth in g  a u s te r e  and s p a re  abou t it,  a 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  I s e n se d  in  e v e r y th in ^ b o u t  K o re a  - -  i t s  b u ild in g s ,  i ts  

peop le .

T h e re  was a  re c e iv in g  l in e  in  the G rand R ec ep tio n  Room  

( " and we m e t  the g u e s ts ,  som e 2 0 0  of them  , and then  we w ent in to

a p r iv a te  ro o m  fo r  the exchange of g ifts .  S om ew here , I d o n ' t  quite  

r e m e m b e r ,  excep t th a t  i t  w as a t  a  qu ie t m om en t,  we m e t  one of the
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P a r k s '  d a u g h te r s ,  a  shy, sw ee t g ir l ,  and th is  le n t  the v is i t  

a n o th e r  touch  of the s in c e r i ty  tha t  so m a rk e d  i t  -  t o s h a re  th e i r  

h o m e life  w ith  u s .  M rs .  P a r k  gave m e  two lovely  b ro c a d e s ,  one 

yellow  and she  expla ined  "she had s e le c te d  i t  b e c a u se  she knew i t  

w as  m y  f a v o r i te  c o lo r ,  and  one e m b ro id e re d  with l i l i e s  of the
 

v a lley .  She told m e  sm il in g ly  th is  was the f lo w er  of h a p p in e ss .

I n e v e r  c e a se d  to be a m a z e t^ ^ tH ^ o t^ h e r  thoughtfu lness  
i •

and h e r  d ^ ig e n c e ,  a l l  the in f ini te  d e ta i ls  th a t  had gone in to  p lanning 

th is  v is i t ,  f ro m  p e r s o n a l ly  s u p e rv is in g  our  a p a r tm e n t  a t  E m e r a ld  

V illa  - -  the B row ns told us th a t  both  she and  the P r e s id e n t  c a m e  

out and w alked th rough  ro o m  by ro o m , changing, a sk in g  f o r  ad d it io n s  - 

to o rd e r in g  the  2 a nd o n e -h a lf  tons of confe tti  th a t  f lu t te re d  th ro u g h  

the a i r  above  us a t  C ity  H all P la z a ,  and the m il l io n s  of c h ry s a n th emum s 

th a t  fe s to o n ed  our  way e v e ry w h e re ,  to choosing  every  one of the 

dancesjj^ n d  a u d i t i ^ i n g ~ ^ a » >^f the 30 m in u te s  e n te r ta in m e n t  after^

d in n e r .

F r o m  B lue  House we went d i re c t ly  to the C apito l B uild ing  

w h e re  we w e re  g re e te d  by P r i m e  M in is te r  and M rs .  Chu ng, and 

th e n  up the cu rv in g  r e d  c a rp e te d  s t a i r c a s e  - -  I he ld  on to P r e s id e n t  

P a r k ' s  a r m ;  a  s t a i r c a s e  in-long d r e s s  and high h e e l  shoes  i s  a lw ays  

a m e n ta l  h a z a rd  to m e  - -  into the m a in  h a l l  fo r  the  s ta te  d in n e r .  The |

P r e s i d e n t  rnHxmaxBOsgc m u rm u re d  to m e  th a t  they had had to d iv ide  the |

'  ' ■ . ■ ■ ! d in n e r  into two ro o m s  but they w e r e  connected  by sound - -  the s a m e  |

p ro b le m  we have in  the W hite H ouse. The fo u r  of us w e re  s e a te d  s ide  !



by s id e  a t  the head  of a  long h o r s e s h o e  tab le .  I w as a  sponge

soak ing  up e v e r y  d e ta il  - -  the w a lls  fe s to o n ed  with f lo w e r s ,  a 
.i . 

lo v e ly  m in i atu re  s c r e e n  at each  p la ce ,^ w * i.a  m enu card  m ade in

- au th en tic  fa sh io n  with fo lding p a n e ls  of wood and s i lk  w ith  a  p e a c o c k

c r e s t  e m b ro id e re d  a t  the top, and the m en u  done a l te r n a te ly  in  

K o re a n  c h a r a c t e r s  I cannot d is t in g u ish  f ro m  any o th e r  of the E a s t e r n  

lan g u ag es  (they a l l  look like  c h ick en  s c ra tc h in g  to m e) and in  E n g l i s h ,*  

F i r s t ,  ginger[?]-s te a m e d  r ic e  in  a  bowl. E v e ry th in g  w as in  

a  bowl - -  d e l ic a te  b lue and white bowls and sm a l l  d ishes . Nothing 

th a t  I would c a l l  a  p la te .  And g la s s w a r e  a l l  w ith  the p eaco ck  c r e s t .

And s i lv e r  c hop s t ic k s !  I u n d e rs ta n d  tha t  ev e ry th in g  was bought 

new and e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  the v is i t .  A balone soup and a m b r o s ia  cass e ro le  

and m u s ta r d  aqxsc sp iced  v e g e ta b le s ,  such  s t r a n g e  unknowns asxScsHsdbc 

f r ie d  se a  g re e n s  and to a s te d  s e a la b a r  (? ) ,  and I was r e l ie v e d  to see  

su ch  f a m i l i a r  n a m e s  a s  s l ic e d  cold  b e e f  and c h a rc o a l  b ro i le d  beef .  But, 

A m a z in g ly  they  c a m e  in  p o r t io n s  the s iz e  of y o u r  l i t t le  f in g e r  - -  

e v e ry th in g  did - -  lo ts  of d ish e s  and  v e ry  s m a l l  s e rv in g s .  The 

pan , o r  9 d e l ic a c ie s ,  w e re  m o s t ly  unknown to m e . Som e ta s te d  like  

sh red d ed  p ick led  v e g e ta b le s .  Since I l ik e d  the people  so m uch , I suppose  

I can xdabeKfax d a re  to s a y , / th a t  I l i ked the food l e a s t  of a l l ,  and  i t  w as 

only w hen we r e a c h e d  th e  d e sse r t s  thasbck - -  honeyed p ine  n u t  nougat ̂ ^ ^

V and th a t  s im p le  old f a m i l i a r  f ru i t ,  app le , tha t  I r e a l ly  en joyed  /\ The
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not r e - f i l l e d .  In fac t ,  I had the fee ling  tha t  K o re a n s  do not ea t  

h eav ily  o r  d r in k  heav ily .

I t  ended w ith  g i n s eng n e c ta r  te a ,  and then  th e re  w ere  

to a s ts  w i th  cham pag n e  ,  A  c u s tom  of th is  p a r t  of the w o r ld  

the  Na tio n a l  An them  s t r ik e s  up, the g u e s ts  r i s e ,  g la s s  in  

_  _ hand, and s tand  until the an th e m  is  f in ished ,:  then  the P r e s i d e n t  

m a k e s  a  to a s t ,  and then  you d r in k .  One s i t s  down and in  a  few 

m in u te s  the p r o c e s s  is  re p e a te d .  The o th e r  Na t io n a l  Anthem , the 

g u e s ts  s tand ing  a t  a t ten t io n ,  g la s s  in  hand, the to a s t ,  the l if t ing  

of the g la s s  - -  quite a  leng thy  p r o c e s s .

f
But the evening w as not ye t o v er .  We d ro v e  next to C itizen s

H all ,  the fo u r  of us to g e th e r  in  a  l im o u s in e ,  and a l l  the o th e r  g u e s ts

in  a  bus . W hat a  night fo r  logistics.^  O u rs  m oved sm ooth ly . A t

Ci t iz e n s  H all we w e re  e s c o r te d  to a box, the fo u r  of us , to w atch

a  30 m inu te  e n te r ta in m e n t  of K o re a n  folk dancing  w hich b egan  s e d a te ly

enough w ith  ty p ica l  c o u r t  dancing , beau tifu l g i r l s  dancing  g ra c e fu l ly

w ith  f lo w er  c ro w n s  on th e i r  h e a d s .  The c o s tu m e s  and c o lo r s  and

m u s ic a l  in s t r u m e n ts  had b e e n  the sam e  tisBcx fo r  h u n d red s  of y e a r s .

T h is  one cam e  f ro m  the T h re e  K ingdom s P e r io d  of about 600 A.D.

The tem po changed . The 4c Ba n g a ta r ia  (? )  which is  a

m i l l e r ' s  song, and then  to the Tw elve D ru m  D ance which is  a  fo rm

of Buddhist Monk dance , and the d a n c e r  r a c e s  a ro u n d  the s tag e ,  w to-«3i« 
on

b e a t  c/f/ the s e p a ra te  tw elve d r u m s ,  h u r ry in g  m ad ly  f ro m  d ru m  to d ru m
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s t r i k in g  each  with a l l  h is  m igh t. I lean ed  o v er  to  th e P r e s i d e n t  

and sa id  " T h a t  r e m in d s  m e  of Lyndon try in g  to get a l l  of h is  w o rk  

d o n e . "

It  w as a  v e r i ta b le  c re sc e n d o  of a c t iv i ty ,  bu t we h a d n 't  seen  

any th ing  yet.  The evening c lo se d  with the F a r m e r ' s  D ance , the t ra d i t io n a l  

f e s t iv a l  m u s ic  of the f a r m e r s  i n K o re a  c e le b ra t in g  a  r ic h  h a r v e s t .

D r e s s e d  in  b r ig h t  c o s tu m e s  the f a r m e r s  w h ir le d  on to the  s tage

. .....  , e a c h ,w ith  long, s t r e a m e r s  o f  r ib b o n  a t ta c h e d  to h is  h a t  w hich  as.,he

danced  f lo a ted , dsa^Bsdjc looped, c i r c le d  a round  h im  in  a  m a d ly  in c r e a s in g  

tem p o . The d a n c e r  would u se  h is  n eck  with a l l  the a g i l i ty  you  would < - - ■

u se  your a r m  - -  to the le f t, to the r ig h t, w h ir l in g  i t  l ik e  a  w heel w ith  

a  to u r-d e - fo rc e  of sk il l  and s h e e r  p h y s ica l  s tre n g th .  The d ignified  

a u d ien ce  loved it .  A s our  s t a r  took the c e n te r  of the  s tag e  bounding, 

s o m e r s a u l t in g ,  tw ir l in g  e v e r  f a s t e r  and f a s t e r ,  h is  neck  m ira c u lo u s ly  

keep ing  the  r ib b o n  spinning a ro u n d  h im , they  c lapped , they  c h e e re d ,  

i t  w as l ik e  w atching  a  foo tba ll gam e] F in a l ly ,  the  d a n c e r  d ro p p ed  

f r o m  exhaustion , a n d  the  n e x t  one took o v e r .  A w onderfu l  f in a le  fo r  .

the  evening!  M ira c u lo u s ly ,  i t  ended on t im e .  We g ra te fu l ly  sa id

goodbye b e c a u s e  i t  had  been  a v e ry  fu ll,  and w e a r in g ^ a n d  g lo r io u s  

day, and by m idn igh t we had h e l ic o p te re d  to W alker  H ill and w e re  -in 

the c o m fo r ta b le  V illa  E m e r a ld  to spend our ^  f i r s t  n ight in  th is  Sp e c ia l  

(■— Ci t y of Seoul, which had g re e te d  us with the  b ig g e s t  c row d  e v e r  to tu rn  

out in  K o re a n  h i s to ry ,  the 2  m i l l i o n   people  being  tw ice  a s  m any

a s  the crow d th a t  w elcom ed P r e s id e n t  E ise n h o w e r  in  1953. ###


