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!

began : ‘
. Monday, October 3lst, Halloween,xzxm in e Kuala
Tammpuxxxksia atxthrexyrxyead ychanrxofkakhaugixiQ

© Lampur, Malaysia, at the very early hour of about 5:30. Sleepmg

a.nd/eatmg gets short shriftg on thlS tr1p . » Coffee and then the

_ hairdresser, and then a last look at th.e arts and craftspf Malaysia

that have been gathered together in a sort of sun porch room for us

to make purchases from, and abébut & 6:40 with Ambassadof ia(nd Mrs.
~ Bell we left for the' Palace on top ;)f the hill, . 'I'he‘ band was playiﬁg v
l___the Star ASpangled Bénnef on fiféé. The Granc_i Cha‘mt__)e.rlain greeted
us, and Qe- walked under th_f: gold cerefnonial .urnb1.-e11a"s up to the .
‘porch wh‘ere the King and Que-en. awaited us.

In:sidé ih the reception room delicious 1ooking little morsels )

~ were passed on beéutiful trays. I took some'but never really got

our

to eat them. That too is typxcal of this trlp. Then we sa1d ,goodbye

to the - King and Queen, and to this beaut1fu1 rich green country.
. r

"There were people all along the streets to the a1rport<though not

thuil;’ at this early hour. -

We' walked down the red carpet, shaking hands with the

American sector#, the diplomatic corps, the government officials
One little group of American children in Halloween masks which "

- carried m_e‘back 15 years and thousands of miles.

. At 7:40 .We”we>ré wheels lip for Korea fac”ing’ .a 6 hourAﬂi‘.g-ht |

during which I slept, ate an ample 1unch-, and read about Korea, One _
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.. gets to regarding these lbng '_flights‘as an. oasis, a}haven,va_‘ |
much desired period of ihsula;tionv, in this 17 d.ay.cres.cendo
of.activity. -‘Somewh’ere between Kuala IL.a.mpur ‘e.‘nd Korea, we
passed over' Vietnam, right over Saigon_; : There. were fighter.’
- ’ - ' was
g planes‘ accompanying us then - our own, I \#éﬁ( keSasleep. Idid
not see themm. Butas we approached the :paxﬁpecml &ty of Seoul
I saw off our wings three little fllghter planes ﬂyLng in perfect
formatxon, and off the other wmg three more ~- a thrxllmg entry
’%)And if I thought I had ween everythmg in welcomes, I was indeed

L

completely wrong. Nothing was ever hke Korea 1r1 allv the visits

in all of I‘t‘ly li_.fe.i'_ We arrived at Kimpo (?) € International Airport
about 3 4o‘clock local time, 'Ambas se.dor and Mrs. Broxrn came'
“aboara the plene, anrl.for the'secona time_oh this trip# felt.that I
was in'.the hends of very special &ixxx friends -- first the Clar‘ks‘ in
Austra'lia and now Mrs. Winfield Brown who had been Peggy Bell

in whose home I had visited when I was 1n the Uhivesity back in the

| 19305 where I ha.d known her mother, her sister Kltty and brother

‘i'Franc1s Kellqy.. They are one of the most extraordmarﬂy able’
v Ambassadorial couples‘I have ever met, and Il don‘t'knorv a job \rhere-
a man needs a worhing wife more.
. They escorted os dO\rn the steps of the .pl'a'ne, and here the
pagiérllt'ry hegen, for the railings Werebfestoo'nedv with flowers -= a mass
of rlowerc from topto bottom - ‘andlll_we Were tac‘ihg a sea of menberxd

women and children, the first emplacemeht of the 2 million Koreans
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that welcomed us. There were President ard Mrs. Park at the

foot of the steps. I'had been hearing ever since the beginning of

the Manila Conference that Mrs, Park did not accompany' the

" President because she was making preparations for our visit,
" but I had no idea of thé scope of the preparations. I was to see

them in the next two and a half days,rangirig from new China and

silver chop sticks for the State Dinner, the first such service

’ B

they had ever had tixx I am tqid, to the familiar, music that was

played for us along the streets, to the mammoth Korean and

American flags that floated in the air anchored by balloons above

the civic square.

Suddenly a squad of ROK Air'Force Jet fights Zééildd -

zoomed out of nowhere and from low overhead) leavin%Ia pathway

‘of red, & green , blue, yellow and pink smoke, and the bands played: '
" our two g,afio_nhlilnthems, and we stood véry erect, and the cannon’_

. boomed out the 21 gun salute. Anybody'sx whose pulse didn't race

j .
I looked up at the rainbow colors in the sky and thought of

the tWo other rainbows we had seen on this trip -- Australia and the

. .
IREBXD

Lyndon and President Park reviewed the troops standing -

in a jeep. Somehow this seems like the Koreans -- no nonsense.

It was thoroughly done, quickly over.

mxgx Philippines -- and I took it as a good omen. -
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" President Park is a slight, dark, tough looking man.

1 believe him a good friend and a formidable enemy. He looks

like smiling doesn't come easy to him. - Nevertheless he was

smiling most of the time during this afternoon. He completely :

"lacks the hero image, the glamour, the physical charm of Marcos

and yet there is something commanding about him, something very
firm, and I would lay my bet on him.

Mrs, Park is smiling all the time, a véry womafxl.y, :

N

gracious, gentle, thoroughly high class person. She is among the

favorite firt ladies who have ever come to visit us in Washington,’
1 . . . . )

1 was soon loaded with ﬂbwe’rs, always presented ‘by'

.children.

. //During the spéeches I raised my eyes to sée what thev
o ' . were
terrain looked like. There in front of us wax the austere forbidding

mountains rising dark against the sky line ___and the years of

.'50',"'53 ‘when Korea was a painful word to'American_s 196med

darkly in my mind.. It _vWas a time of stress and uncertainty, and

.

%hationaj decisions, and more than 50,000 Amei cans

died somewhere in those same mountains. And now this country

Korea is one of the success stories of Asia. I hope I shall live to

~ see the same thing happen with the beast that we Wr.estle’with today.

Perhaps it is this bond o%ssociation that made Korea for me the

most dramatic stop of all , although from the very beginning
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it seemed stark, almost drab country, with little grass and few
trees to relieve the grim mountains and the great city, more than

50 percent of which had been destroyed by the invasion in '50 to '53.

"But my feeling that these were a toujh, determined, industrigd
_ i'rétellig_ent people goin‘g. places grew with evéry hour that I was the re.

I liked them. .

It was past 3:40 when we got in the limousine and Jed by -
our motorcycle escort of 31, began the ten mile or so drive to the
heart of the city. It was a tremendous, emotion packéd two hours. ‘

Things I will né\'rer'forget: a sea of axexxx faces on all sides, and -
' ' K the -

-whanever we came to an open a‘.‘quar,é Kith tributary streets into it’

were full of people as far as your eye could .see ,» and all the windows

above you. The amazing variety of signs, homemade,' many of them -

with pictures of Lyndon, some sentimental "Welcome King. of Kings"'
"The Greatest Leader of the World" and'ﬁxe friendly. handclasp

we welcome you!' "We Like LBJ With All Our Hearts". Many right

out of a western movie picturing Lyndon in cowboy boots and a big

hat and two ‘guns saying ”Welcomé, Texas Giant" - "Ga110pj Cowboy"

"Thanks, Texas Bhy, We‘Love You.' and one hilarious one: "Texas

Bull We Like" and even one that said (Welcome Blue Bird', and there

were big posters of Lyndon and President Park. It was a man's

) count.ry'; I don't remember a_ny./\of'me and Mrs. Park. // \_,_,>
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School children lined up in their uniforms, black and

maroon and blue, many of the girlsfwearing trousers, Mrs, Park -

C s

' _.expla'ined they did in winter. We passed innumerable bands, a _

group doing a harvest dance with a dragon and masks and a king o

and a crown.

| // Once on the edge of fbwn Lyndon made his way through

the crowd to a rice paddy, and I saw him balancing atop a narrow

d‘yke"\‘avhbile‘he reached over to greet workers in the field. Eight

times he sfo;féd to shake hands) standing inthe door of the car waving

and talking. Once he sat on the roof waving Kordan and American
" flags while the crowd around him went wild, . I soon saw that I was

- no match for this crowd, To get in to it was to be swallowed up

and devoured so I stayed inside the bubble top car with Mrs, Park =

and the interpretei}Mdut only to receive flowers and begdoex

“bend over and greet children and wave and smile and nearly get run

p#ez; as they made a dash for Lyndon, and then back into the car

'ﬁbere the stack of'ﬂow';_i's grew highér'and higher on the shelf behind

Mrs. Park ahd me, an

We passed a huge monumental arch which Mrs. Park called

_“the South Gate, and on every inch of it and what appearéd to be steps

' were standing girls in colorful native cost¥mes.

Emotions grew.‘high‘er, the roaf} of the crowd londevf;ﬁ._t_here..f o
4 - :

. was no end to the signs. Lyndon in a mandarin hat,‘ eader of the

1D W ’ : . ”"l ) B ’ it .
world, #rch-enemy of fommunism, 9ur_§psom _g_riend,' Lady Bird Fly High Up

1
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. . ) " : .
“You Outpolled all Your Opponents in our Galldp Poll/'Pleas_e Come

: . N
President Johnson) Apostle of Peace, and one whose philosophy

A

was a bit mixed up‘kwelcome to the King of Democracy. Another

Co w V4 .
delicious one We Love Brave Johnny. There was not one single

demonstrator nor hostile s'ign. '

Between the South Gacgcec Gate and theCLty Hall Plaza we

were w showered with confesk confett1 and ﬂowers. The air
»above was thick thh them7 ﬂe windshield covered And there

.at the Plaziiévye/thought emotions had reache_d their peakfgnd there

-

'coul‘d be no more,?ée heard the roar of the massed crow estimated' a

at 350, 000(\ and a chorus of 2000 girls in kright traditional dress

sang the ? son,en igh in the air above two |
ghmr‘f) g, and high in th b %

giant ftg flags-- the Korean and the American ~-- which were anchored
by balloons.

Here the Mayor was to receive us and give us the Golden

‘Key to the cit)‘r.v We climbed the steps to the reception platform |

bewteen two columns of girls in pi'nk satin/ scattering rose petals,

I
and then at the top we turned to face the mass of ﬁééﬁl’d - 350 000

pe0p1e. It was an awe-= '1nsp1r1ng s1ght We swayed like wheat
Some were pushing'to get closer, and those in front couldn't move,
and I could see that some -- the‘ glrls in the smgmg chorus -~ were
bemg trarrlpled. The crowd was Oon a razor edge betweenmtxx;uacm'k

S :
ectasy and frenzy. It was frightening. Here and there’ I saw police

movin#in tvith their sticks making people sit down, carrying out girls
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President Park was speaking impassively. I could not

“see that he noticed. - He said the Korean people were welcoming.

the American President as @ur closest friend, our most honored

gue_st,‘ the foremost political leader of the free world ;in this |

‘century. We have been much indebted to you as comrades in

arms, and looking at him ahd at these people I believed him when
He said ""Please be assured that ours ié not a natior%)vhich will in- .

definitely be indebted to others, but rather is a nation which knows ’

how to requite its obligations, which has a keen sense of responsibility

‘ ‘ : Sl
and which abides by good faith.

Mayor Kim (?) presented the real gold key to the city of

"+ Seoul to Lkndon. His ni'c%ame, .delightfully, is \Eulldozer bgeca.usebhe-

gets things done in a tough, fast fashion,

S / While we were seated\?vaiting Ly.ndon'.s turn to speak, he facx
‘leaned over at me and said ""You've got confetti in your hair!t, . Take
: Ybﬁr comb and get it out.' I shook my head, not wanting to.comb my

hair in front of thousands of people, and to my embarrassment he took

out his comb, leaned over and flicked it out pieée by piece. I was

. '

~annoyed. So much for my sense of good public relé,tioné! It was the
- thing that caught the eye of the Korean press, all the Womén especially;-

and was repeated to us over and over. Apparently to them it rriean't'th_at"

he was sol‘icitiousvof me, careful with me, and they liked it. 7
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Inhis speech Lyndon said "To an American the free
soil of Korea is hallowed ground " He spoke of the 54 000 Americans
who had d1ed in the bitter '50 to '53 battleé of our two partnershxps

against red aggressmn, that one and the present one in wh1ch the

‘South Koreans have 45‘, 000 soldiers besides outs in Vievtn_am, and’ of

Korea's remarkable exxomxmxmx economic progress;, And then it was over

and we made our way from the crowded square, and le‘ftvby chopper

for Walker H111 feehng absolutd y exhausbed by the emotmnal

p1tch of the 1ast two hours.

Walker Hi}l is a resort clinging to the high.hiils overlooking'
the iéecial_ city of Seoul named after .an American General who died
in the ﬁghting of the A505‘. We W_e'rbe.to ‘s.tay in Villa Emexrald, The

Browns took us there, and it was a charming place furnishedlwith_

antique Korean chests, some lovely porcelﬁ,é]ns,ﬂ some of their national

tre’a.sures, 1 un'derstand, ai"xd a beautiful eereen with abetexmate
aiternate panels of butterflies and fahs_.jts largepicture windoWs
loekeel down upon Seoul and:o.ff to the raauntains. |

By now we had made a complete cir"cle’)leaving Washiﬂgton in t;he

fall going to the Spring of forsythia and tulips in Australia, and here

in Korea back to the golden gingko trees and bright red maples -~

the last of them we had left in October Was_hingf:on. "I had-time for

a iittle- talk with' Peggy and then the much needed ministrations of

the hairdresser, and into my green Princess Margaret evening dress
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' O\Iref which I wore the long cloak of Korean fabri.c thaf Mrs, Klm
: ha.d‘ givew;}\t‘glthe Stét(e Dinner given by Presidep‘t anc.l. Mrs. Pa‘rk.. o
SR A little past 8 we ieft 1n a‘heli'coptel.' with the Browns for
the..Bllue I’-Io:use,‘ the Korean Whité Housé or Presidential residence.
" thére on the front s.te-ps'.wle were greeted by President énd Mrg. _
Park and I would swear the band was playing Dixie'. In fé.ct, in
all éf this roaring, tumultous da.vae wére 'curiously aéc_:orhpanieé_ '
by a’_welliknov;./n bld time Ameﬂcan songs. It was jilét as thoﬁgh
. éomebpdy had g’bne thrbugh Sé_oul with' sheet music v_;-Lﬂf50',Favo‘rit_e _'
.'Song‘s-' bf Ame_r,ica.‘.( I had heard Oh Suza;nna, 'Way Down upon the
- Swanee River, My Old Kentucky Hoﬁe, and over and_‘ovér and qvéi' -
T.‘exas)Fight,' Yellow Rose of Texasl and the .Eyes of Texa.‘s.. ..O‘ne_ more
' ~example of the infinitely studious and iﬁdustrious Way the y had gone
about.making us feel at home. . |
La.ter 1 was told that Blue .House”had been painted just three
ééys befo're. o»u:»arri'\‘rav,} ;nd also the Capitg;l _ha,d‘ been/ as well as t;he :
.Kérea Hlou‘se and the Art G‘a.llér'y.: que House was .spacidué and -
handsome, but fheré v&aé some'th'ing austere and spare about 1t, a
';:haracteristicé I sensed_ iﬁ v_e_veryfhingfsb‘out Korea -- its buildings, its
people. | | |
‘There was 2 receiving line in the Grand Reception Room
and we met the guesfs} | sc:')'r‘h-evZ-OO af tl;lem s én& thén'we; wént infol
a private room ‘for thé exchange of giffs. ‘ Somgwher‘e‘, I don'-t quite

‘remember, except that it was at a quiet momént, we met one of the
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Parks“daoghters, a; shy, sweet girl, and this ient the visit
- another touoh of the sincerity that 50 marked it -~ t0 share t;heir
' homelife with us; Mrs. Park gave 'me two lovely .broc.aﬁes, one
. ' yellow and she explaineo'”bsh"evhad selected it he‘cauv.se‘she knew it
was my favorite color, éx_ld'one.‘embroidered with iillies of the -
- vva.lley.‘ She told me emilingly this ans the'ﬂolwer“?of haooiness.
I never ceased ‘to be arhaZec;\her thoughtfulness ‘l
.and her d’gliigence, ‘al'l-the inﬁhite details that hadvgone into planning
this Visit,v. from persohally supervising our apartmeni: at Emerald |
| Villa -- the Browns told us that both she.‘a'nd the Pr’esildeh-t carhe |
(.
to ordermg the 2 qnd one- half tons of confetti that fluttered through
| the air above us at City Hall Plaza, and the mllhons of chrysanthekums .

that festooned our way everywhere, to choosing everyfone of the

of the 30 minutes enteftainmenm .

‘ F‘rom Blue House we went d.irectly to the Capitol Builaihg_
o where'we were greeted by PrimeMiniSter a‘.nd‘be's. 'Ché.og (?), .and :
thenv\.J.p the curving red ce.rpeted s(‘tairfcase == I held on to Presideht
Parh's arm; a staircase in'long dre‘ss and high heel shoes is always
-a mental hazard-to‘me - into the main hall for the state'dinne_r‘. The
(. ' ©© President mnxmne‘:qcs:vmurmufed to me that the).r.had had to div'ic_le»the '
d’innerAinto two rooms ‘but they weee connected by sound -- the same

problem we have in the White House. The four of us were seated side -

— , out and walked through room by room, changing, a.skmg for additions --
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by side at the head of a long horseshoe table., I was a sponge

soaking up every detail -- the walls efestooned with flowiers, a
i ‘ -

'lotiely mindature screen at each pla;ce;_iad;.a menu card made in
‘authentic fashion with folding pa.néls of wood and silk with a peacock

- crest embroidered at the top, and the menu done alternately in

privey . - S e . . .
- . . - . - . N

' Korean characters I cannot distinguish fi'om_ any other of the Fastern

lahguages (they all look like chicken scratching to fne) and in English, x
'First, ginges - steamed rice in a bowl. Everything was in ..

a bowl -- delicate blue and white bowls and small dishes. Nothing

—

that I would call a plate. And glassware/all w1th the peacock crest

(4 . ‘ \

And silver shop sticks. I understand that everythmg wa.s bought

new and especially for the visit. Abalone soup and ambrosiafc{serole

and mustard spx spiced vegetables, such strange unknowns asxbrizmsx

 fried sea greens and toasted sealabar (':;'),.'-and I was relioved .to soe ‘
sooh familiar names as siiced cold heef_a.nd charcoal _broiled beef.. But,
: Aﬁla'zingiy' th_ey:oame in portiono the size of your littl'le fingef --
© everything did -~ lots of dishes and very small servings. The il

'é'ah,' or 9'de1icacieé,'- were mostly unknown to me. Some tasted like’

gshredded pickled vegetables. Since I liked the people’so much,' I'suppos}e"

1 camdaﬁecku'd;re to sayfélat I ,fz,iked the food least of all, and it was

ohly when we reached the deferts thatxk -- honeyed ‘pine nut pugget. -

i3 g |

and that sxmple old familiar fruit, apple, that I really enJoyed/\ The :

rice wine, about a thlmble full, was .Btrong and stinging, but 1t was
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not re-filled. In fact, I had the feeling that Koreans do not eet

heavily or drink heavily.

It ended with gensing (?) nectar tea, and then there were -

toasts with champa# a-d/ércustom of this part of the worlkl is 7ZM S

the natmnal a.nthem strikes up, the guests rtse, glass in chesec

-

makes a toast, and then you drink. One sits down and in a few

minutes the process is repeated. The other nat{onal anthem, the

guests standingA at attention, glass in hand, the toast, the lifting

- of the .glass -~ quite a. lengthy process.

But the evenin'g was not yet over. We drove vnext to Citi_iensﬂl
Hall, the four.ofdus together in a limousine, and alldthe other guests
in a bns. What a night fof 1ogivstics.[ Ours moved smoothly. Aﬁ
citizens Ha.il we were escorted to a vbox,v the four nf.us, to watch

a 30 minute en tertainment of Korean folk dancing which began sedately

enough with typital court dancing, beautiful girls dancing grecefully

~with flower crowns on their hea'ds The costumes and colors and N o

e g e

- /k'u's'i.ca‘i instruments had been’the 'sé'.’rhé”ﬁiéiz"c"fbi-'hu'n'd’re'd's' of years'. :

This one carne from the Three King‘do'ms Period of about 6IOQA.D.
. The tempo changed. The 4: "hrangata.ria (?) which is a
miller's scng, and then to the Twelve Drum Dance which is a forrn
of Budc%&st Monk dance, and the dancer races around the stage, w tOcﬁe

on ,
beat df/the separate twelve arums, hurrymg madly from drum to drum
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striking each with all his rriight.' I leaned over to'the President

and said "That reminds me of Lyndon trying to get all of his work

- - e T o i . i . ‘.

'dt.:‘me.A”
It was a.verita.ble créscendo-of acbtivitgr, but we had.n.'t séen

: anythi;ng yet; The e.veni‘rig closed with the Férmer’s ]jance, t;he traditional
feSti’v.al music of thé“fé:ffné”fs"iﬁ Korea,celebrating'é r‘ich'ha.rv.esl:.‘ :

- Dressed in‘ bright.costuﬁr‘nes nk the fa.rli'ne'rsk thfled bﬁ to the .stag.s'
‘each with ]..ong_,v_str‘eamers,gf, ribbon attached. to hisl. hat which as. he .
danced floated, #ashmdxlooped, circled around him in a madly 1n¢'rea§ing
tempo. VT.h.e'dancer- would: use his neék with all the vagility'<Y6u v{yoqld |
b.kse yo{u- arm -~ to the left to tﬁe figytJWhirling it like a wheél with
a tourgde——:éorce of ékill and sﬁéer physical étren‘gth. 'Tﬁe» dign'ifAied'
audience lox)éd it. As oﬁr stéf:x tbok the. center of theﬂstage bounding,
somérsaulti_ng', ‘twir;lli'ng_ .evve_r'-fast’e‘ir .and fasté:, his neck miraculously
keeping the 'ribbo_n. sp‘inningr aroﬁnd him, they clapped,‘. t}.1e“y che.éregi,

it was like watching a football game.l ’Finally,':the‘dance,r dropped.‘ o

. from exhaustion, and _the.next.one took over. A wonderful fmale for

‘. 'the- é';reningl Miraculously, it ebnded on ti.me. We gratefully sa1d :
g'oodb}e becz;tus_e it had been a very full%id wearingjaﬁl‘ glorious ’
day, and by.midnight we had helicépteréd'to Wallkerv Hill and .w_ere' {nv
" the cornfortébie Villa Iémerald to spend. our w first night in this :_s_pecié.l a
| g/ity of Sequl, which had greet.ed. us with the biggest crowd veverv to turn
out in Korean history, the = x,\;..‘.'\;o.,‘b' & péopie being twice as rﬁany :

. as the crowd that welcomed President Eisenhower in 1953. - #H#




