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I  w oke  e a r l y  in  E m e r a l d  V il la  a t  W a lk e r  H il l  in  the  Sp e c i a l  Ci ty  

of Seou l, K o r e a .  T im e  h a s  c e a s e d  to h av e  r e l e v a n c e ,  a n d  I  a m  a  m a c h i n e .  

A nd the  end  of the jo u r n e y  i s  in  s ig h t .  I  a m  g la d  a n d  I  l e a n  to w a r d  i t .

A n d  y e t  I w a n t  to  d r a in ,  a b s o r b ,  l iv e ,  e v e r y  m o m e n t ,  e v e r y  e m o t io n ,  

b e c a u s e  n o th in g  l ik e  th is  jo u r n e y  w i l l  e v e r  h a p p e n  to m e  a g a in .

I  a te  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  d r e s s e d  in  m y  p in k  tw e e d  a n d  le f t  th e  E m e r a l d  

V i l la  w i th  L y n d o n  e a r l y  in  the m o r n in g  - -  the  D epu ty  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

a c c o m p a n y in g  u s  b y  c h o p p e r  to go to  the  N a t io n a l  C e m e te r y ;

I t  w a s  a  c h i l l ,  a u tu m n  m o r n in g .  T h e  sk y  w a s  g ra y ,  - th e  m o u n ta in s  

fo r b id d in g .  T h e  a id e s  a d v a n c e d  in  f r o n t  of L y n d o n  w ith  a  h u g e  w r e a th  of 

g o ld  a n d  w h ite  c h r y s a n th e m u m s ,  a n d  he  s to o d  w ith  bow ed  h e a d  f o r  a  lo n g  

m o m e n t .  I  do n o t  en v y  the  th o u g h ts  of a  P r e s i d e n t  a t  a  t im e  l ik e  th i s .

T h e  s m e l l  o f  i n c e n s e  b u rn in g  in  f r o n t  of the f lag  m a r k e d  i t  a s  a  f o r e i g n  . 

f ie ld .  O th e r w is e  i t  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a n y  m i l i t a r y  c e m e t e r y  i n  o u r  c o u n t ry .  

I  r a i s e d  m y  e y e s  to  the  s o le m n  m a r t i a l  m u s i c ,  lo o k in g  o u t  o n  th e  a c r e s  

a n d  a c r e s  of s o m b e r  g r a y  to m b s to n e s  w ith  the  fo rb id d in g  m o u n ta in s  in  the  

b a c k g r o u n d .  '

■ A nd th e n  w e w e r e  in  the  h e l i c o p te r  h e a d e d  fo r  the N a t io n a l  A s s e m b l y  

w h e r e  we a r r i v e d ,  to  the  tune  of " T h e  E y e s  of T e x a s  A r e  Upon Y ou .''

O v e r  a n d  o v e r  e v e r y w h e r e  in  K o re a  th e y  hav e  p la y e d  o ld  f a m i l i a r  A m e r i c a n

so n g s__ ,"O ld  K e n tu ck y  H o m e ” , " C a r r y  Me B a c k  to O ld  V i r g in i a " ,  " D i x i e "

a n d  tim e  a f t e r  t im e  "D eep  in  the  H e a r t  of T e x a s " ,  an d  the " Y e llo w  R o se  

of T e x a s .  " ■ v ' ' '
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T h e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  l in e d  w ith  g a y ly  d r e s s e d  g i r l s  w av ing  A m e r i c a n

i  -f l a g s  a n d  K o r e a n  f la g s ,  th a t  su b t le  m e l t in g  o f e a r t h  a n d  sk y . T h e  N a t io n a l

A s s e m b l y  c h a m b e r  i t s e l f  i s  m u c h  l ik e  an y  h a n d so m e  parliam ent h o u s e .

L y n d o n  sp o k e  to  a  s t e r n  fa c e d , .  in te n t ,  v e r y  m a s c u l in e  a u d ie n c e .  T h i s

i s  a  th o ro u g h ly  m a s c u l in e  c o u n t r y  I t h i n k . . He s a i d  he  h a d  s e e n  m i l l i o n s .

o f  f a c e s  d u r in g  h is  to u r  a n d  "I  h a v e  b e e n  d e e p ly  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  the  t r i p .  I

; l e a v e  to d a y  w i th  a  d e e p  s e n s e  of c o n f id e n ce  in  the  fu tu re  of A s ia  a n d  the

Pacific."^ He s t r e s s e s  b e l i e f  th a t  a  new  A s ia  i s  evo lv ing ; a n d  he  h o p e d

t h a t  s o m e  g r e a t  h i s t o r i a n  w ou ld  t e l l  th e  s t o r y  o f  K o re a  a n d  i t s  e m e r g e n c e

in  th e  l a s t  15 y e a r s .  H e  c a l l e d  i t  a  " m o d e r n  m i r a c l e " .  H is  m a i n  th e m e

w a s  th a t  the  C o m m u n is t  s t r a t e g i s t s  of the  ' 5 0 s  w e r e  en c o u r a g e d  b y  th e  \

in d i f f e r e n c e ,  th e  f e a r ,  and  the  w e a k n e s s  th a t  p e r m i t t e d  a g g r e s s i o n  o f the

' 3 0 s  to  m o v e  so  f a r  so  f a s t .  B u t in  K o r e a  in  the  ' 5 0 s ,  th e y  w e r e  s topped^

j u s t  a s  th e y  a r e  b e in g  s to p p e d  in  V i e t n a m  today . He sp o k e  m o v in g ly  of

th e  K o r e a n  s o l d i e r s  f ig h t in g  s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  o u r  m e n  now  in  V i e t n a m ,

We r e c e i v e d  g if ts  f r o m  th e  A s s e m b ly  l e a d e r s —  a  m o t h e r  of p e a r l

ta b le ,  a n  o r i e n t a l  p a in t in g ,  a  m o t h e r  of p e a r l  v a s e .

A nd  th e n  w e w e r e  off to go to B lu e  H o u se  f o r  co ffee  a n d  goo d b y es

to  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r s .  P a r k .  .T h e  g ro u n d s  of the  B lue  H ouse  w e r e  i n  t h e i r

■ b r i l l i a n t  a u tu m n  d r e s s  - -  the  m a p le s  s c a r l e t  an d  go ld  - -  a  n o te  o f  b r i g h t n e s s

in  th is  r a t h e r  d r a b  c o u n try .  A nd M r s .  P a r k  w a s  out f r o n t  i n  a  b e a u t i fu l
; ctertA^

g o ld e n  d r e s ^ a l l  s m i l e s .  A m o s t  w o m a n ly  w o m a n . A nd s l ig h t

......  -------.................................. ------------------
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P r e s i d e n t  P a r k  s m i l e d  m o r e  than  a t  a n y  t im e  I  h a d  s e e n  h im .

T h e  B lu e  H o u se  w a s  d e c o r a t e d  w i th  g r e a t  u r n s  of c h r y s a n t h e m u m s  

th a t  sp i l led ,  o u t  in  a  lo v e ly  fa l l in g  fo u n ta in  of c o lo r  - -  a  s p e c i a l  v a r i e t y  . )

I  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y w h e re  e l s e .

I t  wa/s a  b r i r f ,  .o f f ic ia l  v i s i t .  B u t  L yndon  so m eh o w  m a n a g e s  to: ;  ̂

c o n q u e r  la n g u a g e  b a r r i e r s  a n d  to t a lk  v e r y  d i r e c t l y  - -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  he  '

l i k e s  the  C h ie f  of S ta te  a s  h e  v e r y  c e r t a i n l y  d o es  P r e s i d e n t  P a r k .  He s a id ,

" I  a m  n o t  a s k in g  - - - r e p e a t ,  u n d e r l in e ,  c a p i t a l i z e  - -  you  f o r  m o r e  t r o o p s .

B u t  i f  i t  b e c a m e  n e c e s s a r y ,  c o u ld  you  p ro v id e  a n y ?" P a r k  r e p l i e d , ,  w ith  

i;; e q u a l  c a n d o r ,  " I t  w ould  be m u c h  e a s i e r  f o r  m e  a f t e r  m y  e l e c t io n  in  1967."

In  the  A s s e m b l y  t h e r e  a r e  110 of h i s  p a r t y  a n d  65 of th e  o p p o s i t io n .  So 

h e  f a c e s  so m e  o f  the  s a m e  p r o b le m s  w e do.

I  f e l t  th a t  h e r e  w e r e  two m e n  w ho r e a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  e a c h  o th e r .

' ; We l e f t  w ith  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r s .  P a r k  in  th e  c h o p p e r  f o r  Gim p o  A i r p o r t

in  the  m id d le  of m o r n in g  a n d  f lew  low  o v e r  the  c i ty  th a t  h a d  b e e n  a l m o s t  

l e v e l e d  b y  w a r f a r e  in  1950 to '52 , a n d  now w a s  su^rgiiig w ith  v i t a l i t y  ' - -  

b lo c k  a f t e r  b lo c k  o f new  b u i ld in g s .  A nd  th en  o v e r  a  c o u n t r y s id e  th a t  w a s  

p a le  go ld  w i th  th e  r ip e  h a r v e s t  o f  r i c e .  S t r a w  w a s  in  s t a c k s .  S o m e t im e s  ' ’ 

t h e r e  w o u ld  be  p e o p le  c a r r y i n g  i t .  P r e s i d e n t  P a r k  to ld  u s  th a t  the  a v e r a g e  

f a r m  w a s  t h r e e  a c r e s (

A nd  th e n  w e  w e r e  a t  Gim p o  A i r p o r t  fo r  the  l a s t  g r e a t  s u r g e  of 

e m o t i o n  - -  th e  f a r e w e l l  - -  fu l l  h o n o r s  w ith  2 1 -g u n s a lu te ,  o u r  two a n th e m s .
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a n d  th e  h u n d r e d s  of c h i ld r e n  in  b r i g h t  K o re a n  d r e s s  w av ing  f la g s  a n d  

s in g in g  f i r s t  I  th in k  i t  i s  the  " A r i a n g "  song  - - a  h au n tin g  m e lo d y  th a t ' s  

sad  a n d  s w e e t  w i th  a  n o te  of p a th o s .  I h a d  h e a r d  i t  in  M a n i l a  a n d  i t  w i l l  

a lw a y s  r e m i n d  m e of K o re a .

A nd th e n  a  g i r l ' s  c h o r u s  s an g  " T h e  Y ellow  R o se  of T e x a s " .  A nd  

a d o r a b l e  l i t t l e  g i r l s  in  r e d  s a t i n  k im o n o s  b r i l l i a n t  s t r i p e d  s l e e v e s ,  .

-,and e l a b o r a t e  c o i f f u r e s  l ik e  l i t t l e  courtesans c a m e  u p  to  g ive  u s  f l o w e r s .   ̂

L y n d o n  l e a n e d  o v e r  to  k i s s  th e m .  T h e y  w e re ,  so  a b so lu te ly .  a d o r a b l e  i ^  

e a c h  one a  l i t t l e  d r e a m .  .So o n m y  a r m s  a n d  h i s  a n d  M a d a m e  P a r k ' s  ~ 

w e r e  lo a d e d  w i th  p in k  a n d  r e d  a n d  y e l lo w  a n d  o ra n g e ,  a n d  L y n d o n  g o t in to  

a n  o p en  j e e p  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  P a r k  a n d  r e v ie w e d  the t ro o p s  a t  a  f a s t  c l ip .  

A n e f f ic ie n t  m a n .  P r e s i d e n t  P a r k .  A nd  L yndon  to ld  the  c r o w d  th a t  h e  

h a d  f a l l e n  in  lo v e  - -  h e  a n d  I - -  w ith  t h e i r  c o u n try .  A nd th a t  w e  w ou ld  

s t a n d  s id e  b y  s id e  in  A s i a .

v> \V e s a i d  goodbye to the  P a r k s  f o r  the  l a s t  t im e ,  w en t  up  the  s t e p s  

/of the,, a i r  p la n e  and^s t i l l  lo a d e d  w i th  f lo w e rs Sŷ  stopped to  lo o k  b a c k  o v e r  the  

v a s t  f i e ld  of h u m a n i ty .  I t  w a s  one  of the  m o s t  m o v in g  c e r e m o n i e s .  I t  

w i l l  r e m a i n  I  a m  s u r e  one of the  g r e a t e s t  t r i p s  o f  m y  l i f e .

A nd  th en  w e  w e r e  off in to  the g r a y  a u tu m n  sky.

I  w e n t  b a c k  a n d  s a t  w i th  S im one  an d  M a r s h a  to  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a d v a n c e  g i r l s .  M a r s h a  w a s  r e a d y  to ta k e  u p  r e s i d e n c e  in  

K o r e a .  She f e l t  th a t  sh e  h a d  m a d e  d o z e n s  of r e a l l y  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s  a n d  .
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w a r m th ̂ n d  p r a i s e  o f  e v e r y th in g  K o re a n .  S im one  a lm o s t  a s  m u c h  so .  B u tA

h e r  c o o le r  C a n a d ia n  b lo o d  m a d e  h e r  c o m m e n ts  m o r e  r e s t r a i n e d .  '

■ We f lew  o v e r  J a p a n  - -  a n  e x p a n s e  of m o u n ta in s .  I  w a s  s i t t in g  

w i th  O k i  o d d ly  a n d  a s k e d  h im  a b o u t  i t .  I found  to  m y  a m a z e m e n t  th a t  

h e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in  J a p a n  th o u g h  h i s  m o th e r  h a d  d e s c r i b e d  i t  to  h im  

o v e r  a n d  o v e r !  A nd  th e n  I s aw  one o f  the g r e a t  s ig h ts  of m y  w h o le  l i f e  - -  

M o u n t  F u j i  - -  r i s i n g  l ik e  a  d r e a m  f r o m  a  so ft  o c e a n  of w hite; c lo u d s .  I t  

w a s  a  p e r f e c t  co n e  r i s i n g  in to  a  b lu e  sk y  - -  i t s  top c a p p e d  w ith  th e  m o s t  

s p a r k l in g  w h i te  snow . T h e r e  w a s  a n  u t t e r  s i l e n c e  of p e r f e c t io n  a b o u t  i t

th a t  w a s  s o m e h o w  u n r e a l  - -  d r e a m - l ik e  - -  a  s ig h t  I w o u ld  n e v e r  f o r g e t .

I  w e n t  up  to  th e  c o c k p i t  to  w a tc h  i t  u n t i l  i t  f a d e d  in to , th e  d i s t a n c e .

I  c a n  s e e  How a  m o u n ta in  c l i m b e r  w o u ld  f a l l  in  lo v e  ,w ith  i t  a n d  i t s

u n a t ta in a b le  p e r f e c t io n .  , V

. r A b o u t 1:30 I  w e n t  b a c k  to the  c a b in  to r e s t .  T im e  h a d  lo n g  ag o

c e a s e d  to  have. r e l e v a n c e .  I  a t e  a  bow l of c h i l i ,  l a t e r  s o m e  c o ffe e  a n d

ta lk e d  w i th  L iz  a n d  d ic t a t e d  i m p r e s s i o n s  of the  t r i p .  A nd  s o m e w h e r e  in

the  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  - -  I  th in k  a b o u t  5 :30 - -  w e c o n v e r t e d  to l o c a l  t im e .

W e ' r e  c r o s s i n g  the  In te r n a t io n a l  d a te  l in e  an d  w e  lo s t  a  day , m a k in g

i t  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1s t,  so  I  w a s  to ld , w h ich  h a d  a b s o lu t e ly  no  m e a n in g

f o r  m e .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  lo n g  f l ig h t ,  a n d  the  c lo c k  s a id  11:40 w h e n  w e

a r r i v e d  a t  E l m e n d o r f  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e  in  A n c h o ra g e ,  A la s k a  - -  b a c k  on

U n ite d  S ta te s  s o i l .  A nd th e r e  w a s  a  r u s h  of e m o t io n  to th a t  n o t  to  be
;
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c o m p a r e d  w i th  a n y th in g  e l s e ,  w e a r y  a s  I  w a s .  I  h a d  e x p e c te d  10 d e g r e e  

t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  w a s  w e a r in g  m y k a n g a r o o  c o a t  f o r  the  f i r s t  t im e .  It 

t u r n e d  ou t to  b e  a b o u t  40 d e g r e e s  a n d  m is t in g  r a in .

■' :  We w e r e  g r e e t e d  a t  E l m e n d o r f  b y  a  c ro w d  ra n g in g  v a r i o u s l y  .

; f r o m  2 , 0 0 0  to  5, 000 the p a p e r  s a id ,  a n d  by  G e n e r a l  B i r c h a r d  a n d  'c - ^

G o v e r n o r  a n d  M r s .  E g a n  a n d  S e n a to r  B a r t l e t t  a n d  V id ie  a n d  S e n a to r  .; 

G re u n in g  - -  h i s  w ife  too  i l l  to  c o m e .  A nd C o n g r e s s m a n  a n d  M rs^  R i v e r s  

a n d  a c t in g  M a y o r  a n d  M r s .  H o s t e t l e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  K ing I s l a n d  E s k im o  /

d a n c e r s  - -  c h i l d r e n  a n d  g ro w n  fo lk s  in  t h e i r  fu r  p a r k as & « ,  th ic k ly  p a d d e d  

e m b r o i d e r e d  c o a t s  o f  sk in^and  t h e i r  b ig  b o o ts .  And th e s t r e e t s  w e r e  l i n e d  

/  w i th  p e o p le  th ough  i t  w a s  n e a r  m id n ig h t  a n d  g a in in g .  L yndon  go t ou t a n d  - 

s h o o k  h u n d r e d s  of h a n d s .  I t  w as  e a s y  to s e e  h im  in  h i s  w h i te  r a i n  c o a t  

a s  h e  m o v e d  a m o n g  the  p eo p le  - -  d a r k  b r o k e n  h e r e  arid th e r e  b y  the  l ig h ts  

o f  a u to m o b i le s  o r  e v e n  f l a s h l ig h t s  th a t  p e o p le  c a r r i e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  lo t s  

o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a m a z in g ly  q u i te  a  few  c o lo r e d  p e o p le .  . S o m eh o w  I  h a d  n o t

e x p e c t e d  th e m  th i s  f a r  n o r th .  One woman in t r o d u c e d  h e r s e l f  to m e  s a y in g  she  

w a s  f r o m  M a r s h a l l ,  T e x a s !  -

I t  w a s  f iv e  m i l e s  to the  h o te l ,  a n d  w e ro d e  in  the  b u b b le  top  

a u to m o b i le .  B u t no m o to r c a d e  w i l l  e v e r  lo o k  b ig  to m e  a g a in  a f t e r  K o re a .

; A s  w e  a p p r o a c h e d  dow ntow n w e saw  a  huge  b o n f i r e .  I t  h a d  b e e n  

l i t  in  h o n o r  of L y n d o n 's  a r r i v a l .  I t  w a s  in  a  f e n c e d  off s p a c e  th a t  h a d  

b e e n  h e a v i ly  d a m a g e d  b y  the 1964 e a r th q u a k e .  T h e r e  w a s  q u i te  a  c ro w d

7 V ''i i i i j i i i tn f i r ^ r i i i"
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g a th e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  b o n f i r e ,  a n d  the  c a r  n o s e d  i t s  w a y  th ro u g h  i t  b o u n d  

to a n  o p e n  s p a c e  w h e r e  L yndon  g o t  ou t a n d  p e r c h e d  on  the r o o f  of the 

l im o u s in e  a n d  sp o k e  f o r  16 m in u te s  w i th  e m o t io n  a n d  w ith o u t  s c r i p t  - -  

th a t  on  h i s  A s i a n  t r i p ,h e  h a d  s e e n  th o u s a n d s  of p eo p le  w ho a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  

to  :be f r e e  a n d  tha t w e a r e  f ig h t in g  t h e r e  to h e lp  them  to  s a v e  u s  f r o m  _ .

f ig h t in g  c l o s e r  to  h o m e .  .......  .

I  w a s  q u i te  c o n te n t  to  s ta y  in  the c a r  a n d  sh a k e  on ly  th e  h a n d s  : 

o f  the  m o s t  a d v e n tu r o u s  who c a m e  up  to  m e ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  w e a r y  a l m o s t  

b e y o n d  fe e l in g  b y  th i s  t im e .  'T, ' ‘

W e w e r e  a t  the  W e s tw a rd  H o te l  by  12:45. T h e r e  w e r e  b a n d s  in  th e  

lo b b y  a n d  m  o r e  c r o w d s .  We m a d e  o u r  w ay  up  to t h e  s u i te ,  a n d  s o m e  of 

th e  s ta f f  d r i f t e d  i n  b e c a u s e  o n e  i s  p a s t  s le e p  b y  th is  t im e  a n d  yo u  w a n t  to  • 

s i t  a r o u n d  a n d  ta lk .  A nd t h e r e  M a r v in  a n d  M a r i e  a n d  Y o la n d a  a n d  

M a r y  a n d  A sh to n .  B i l l  M o y e r s  c a m e  in  a n d  L a r r y  L e S e u r  a n d  G e o rg e  

C h r i s t i a n  a n d  B i l l  S t in so n  a n d  J a k e .  ^

I  d i s c o v e r e d  th a t  I  w a s  r a v e n o u s  a n d  we o r d e r e d  s o m e  c h e e s e  a n d  

s n a c k s .  I t  w a s  2 :0 0 in  the  m o r n i n g  b y  th i s  t im e ,  so  no w o n d e r  i t  to o k  a  l o n g  

t im e  to  g e t  i t .  B u t  I  w a s  n e v e r  m o r e  g r a te f u l  f o r  a n  a p p le  a n d  so m e  c h e e s e  

a n d  c r a c k e r s .  I  do n o t  b e l ie v e  I  h a d  e a te n  a  p r o p e r  m e a l  in  a l l  th i s  long  

s t r a n g e  d ay .  A n d  so  f in a l ly  w e w e r e  in  b e d  a t  3 :00, a l th o u g h  i t  w a s  n o t  

r e a l l y  a  n ig h t ,  b u t  j u s t  a  nap .
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T h e  l a s t  of the  17 d a y s .  I t  b e g a n  in. the  W e s tw a rd  H o te l  in  

A n c h o ra g e ,  A la s k a  on ly  two o r  t h r e e  h o u r s  a f t e r  w e  h a d  gone to  b e d  - -  

a  lo n g  n a p .  But now t im e i s  m e a n i n g le s s ,  a n d  I  a m  g ro g g y  w i th  w e a r i n e s s .

I  h a d  co ffee  a t  6 :00 , a n d  a t  6 :3 0  the h a i r d r e s s e r .  And a t  7:00 

L y n d o n  a n d  I  w e n t  to t h e  "T o p  of the  W o rld "  ro o m  f o r  b r e a k f a s t .  T h e r e  

w e r e  g^ e x p a n s e s  of g la ss  th a t  lo o k e d  ou t to  the m o u n ta in s  of A la s k a  

‘ on a l l  s i d e s .  T h e  ta b le s  w e r e  c ro w d e d  w ith  the  o f f ic ia ls  of th i s  n e x t  to 

the , y o u n g e s t  S ta te  - -  the  G o v e rn o r ,  S e n a to r  B a r t l e t t  an d  V ide , S e n a to r  

G ru e n in g  w ith o u t  h i s  w ife  — s h e ' s  in  a  w h e e lc h a i r  m o s t  of the  t im e  i 'm  

to ld .  E n t h u s i a s t i c  D e m o c r a t s .  ' B r e a k f a s t  w a s  a l r e a d y  in  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  

w e  g u lp e d  a  few  b i t e s  b e tw e e n  h a n d s h a k e s  a n d  in t r o d u c t io n s .  A nd  th e n  

w e a l l  r o s e  a n d  w en t in to  the  B a l l  R oom  w h e r e  G o v e r n o r  E g a n  m a d e  a  

w e lc o m in g  s p e e c h ,  a n d  L yndon  r e s p o n d e d :  " I t  h a s  b e e n  the  m o s t  r e w a r d in g ,  

th e  m o s t  th r i l l in g ,  the  m o s t  e n c o u r a g in g  jo u r n e y  of m y  l i f e  he  s a id .  : I  

b e l ie v e  i t  m a y  a l s o  h a v e  b e e n  the  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  a n d  the  m o s t  h i s t o r i c . "

A nd th e n  h e  s ig n e d  the  F i s h  P r o t e i n  C o n c e n t r a te  B i l l  - -  w h e r e  b e t t e r ? -.

A nd  th en  a  s c a n t  h o u r  a f t e r  w e h a d  w a lk e d  in to  the  r o o m ,  w e l e f t  in  m o to r c a d e  

f o r  the  a i r p o r t .  T h e r e  w e r e  lo t s  of B oy  Scou ts  in  the  lo b b y  a n d  a lo n g  the  

r o u te .  I k e p t  on lo o k in g  fo r  the  E s k im o  B la n k e t  T o s s  E x h ib i t io n  th a t  the  

p a p e r  h a d  d e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  I d id n ' t  s e e  th e m .  T h e y  b o u n ce  30 f e e t  in  the  

a i r  f r o m  a  w a l r u s  h id e  b la n k e t .  T h e r e  w e r e  l o t s  of p a r k a s  a n d  b o o ts  

a n d  E s k im o s  a lo n g  th e  ro u te .  I  r o d e  w i th  V ide . I  h a d  h a d  a  n o te  in  m y  .
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ro o m .-  A p p a r e n t ly  i t  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  a  c o lo r e d  w o m a n  who h a d  known 

u s  in  T e x a s  w ho now l iv e d  in  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  w ho h a d  h o p ed  to  s e e  u s .

 ̂  ̂ She w a s  a c t i v e  in  D e m o c r a t i c  a f f a i r s .  If  I  on ly  knew  h e r  n a m e !  B u t

T- ; a l a s  i n  th e  c r o w d  w e  n e v e r  m a d e  c o n ta c t .  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a t  the  n u m b e r  ■ 

: ' o f  N e g r o e s  I  d id  s e e .  I t  i s  a  b le a k ,  fo rb id d in g  c o u n t r y  - s n o w - c a p p e d

m o u n t a i n s  i n  th e  d i s t a n c e  w e r e  b e a u t i fu l .   ̂ B u t  th e  c i ty  a r o u n d  m e  h a r s h  . 

a n d  g r a y  a n d  d re a ry ; -  T h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  g r e e n  to so f te n  i t  a n d  the  b u ild in g s

lo o k e d  new  a n d  ra w .  ■

T h e r e  w e r e  b r i e f  go o d b y es  a t  the  a i r p o r t .  A nd  then  a t  8 :40 , •

■■ 'w h e e l s 'u p  f o r  W a s h in g to n ! /■•■■ i' "’■■v.;.;;" ■ ' - " ' '

. ' L iz  a n d  B e s s  h a d  p la n n e d  f a r e w e l l  s k i t s  - -  a  l i t t l e  c e r e m o n y  f o r  

m e  to s a y  " th a n k  you"  to  e v e ry b o d y ,  a n d  s o m e th in g  w e  co u ld  a l l  enjoy, 

la u g h in g  a t  to g e th e r .  So a n  h o u r  ou t w ith  c o m p le te  d i s r e g a r d  to t im e ,

b lo o d y  m a r y s  w e r e  p a s s e d  a n d  I in t r o d u c e d  the c a s t .  J im  S y m in g to n  

h a d  w r i t t e n ,  th e  s k i t .  T h e  n a m e  w a s ,  " W e ' r e  L an d in g , M r .  P r e s i d e n t " .

■ ; He w a s  the  m a s t e r  o f  c e remo n ie s .  A nd h e  a n d  B e s s  a n d  C l a r k  s an g  two 

s o n g s . '  T h e n  C l a r k  r e a d  a n  h i l a r i o u s  r e l e a s e ,  p r e s u m a b ly  J i m ' s  i . 

r i n s t r u c t i o n s  to L yndon  a s  he  la n d e d  in  c o u n t ry  X - -  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of

w h o s e  c u s to m s, food , a n d  C h ie f  of S ta te  sh o u ld  n e v e r  s e e  the  l ig h t  of d ay .

■ I t  w a s  s u c h  fun  a n d  i t  r e m in d e d  m e  of C l a r k ' s  f a m i ly  p a r t i e s  on 

■■ N ew  Y e a r ' s .
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T h e n  I r o s e  a n d  th a n k ed  e v e r y o n e  fo r  th e  lo n g  h o u r s  a n d  the 

h a r d  w o r k ,  a n d  c o n g r a tu la t e d  a l l  of u s  on l iv in g  th ro u g h  a l l  th e  c r i s es 

a n d  g av e  ou t th e  A s ia n  m e d a l s  to e v e ry o n e  w ho d id n ' t  a l r e a d y  h a v e  one.

T h e n  I  a te  lu n c h  a n d  to o k  a  n ap .  ;/

Sometime in the  a f t e r n o o n  - -  the  t im e  w a s  on ly  a  v a r i a b l e  on th is  

• t r i p  - -  I  d r e s s e d  a n d  c a m e  to the f r o n t  of the  p la n e  a n d  t a lk e d  w i th  C l a r k .  T

• " 'A s  w e  a p p r o a c h e d  W as h in g to n  the w e a t h e r  b e g a n  to g e t  v e r y  b ad .

-N e v e r  in  a l l  my. e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  I  b e e n  on  a  b ig  p lane  that t o s s e d  a n d  tw is t e d  

a n d  p lu n g ed  l ik e  th is  hu g e  A i r  F o r c e  I  d id . 3 1 ,0 0 0  m i l e s  of good f ly in g ,  

a n d  now w ith in  a n  h o u r  of h o m e ,  I  w a s  s c a r e d  w h i te ! I  lo o k e d  a t  A sh to n  

a n d  sh e  lo o k e d  l ik e  she  w a s  r e a d y  to f a in t .  L iz  w as  s e n d in g  i n q u i r i e s  to 

th e  p i lo t .  I  k n ew  i t  w a s  no la u g h in g  m a t t e r  w ith  h e r .  I  w a s  h o ld in g  onto  

th e  a r m  of th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  m a n  n e x t  to m e  who a m a z in g ly  d id  n o t   

a p p e a r  f r ig h te n e d ,  a n d  I  am  s u r e  he  h a d  b lu e  m a r k s  the  n e x t  m o r n in g .

I t  s e e m e d  e n d le s s ,  b u t  a t  8 :00 we s a t  dow n a t  D u lle s  i n  a  w in d y  w e t  

e v en in g .  A n d  t h e r e  w a s  th e  f a m i l i a r  r e d  c a r p e t  le ad in g  to the , s p e a k e r ' s  

s ta n d ,  a n d  the  f a m i l i a r  r e d  b o u q u e t  of r o s e s  th a t  l a s t  f o r  a  lo n g  t i m e .

T h e  m e m b e r s  of th e  C a b in e t  w e r e  l in in g  o u r  w a y  a n d  the D ip lo m a t ic  

C o r p s  a n d  o th e r  h ig h  o f f ic ia l s  to  g r e e t  u s .  I  lo o k ed  up a n d  s a w  a  g r e a t  ' 

b ig  b a n n e r  a c r o s s  the  t e r m i n a l  s ay in g ,  ' ' 'Well done , M r .  P r e s i d e n t . " ‘ 

T h e r e  w a s  a  2 1 -g u n  s a lu te  w ith  L y n d o n  a t  a t t e n t io n  - -  he  s k  a lw a y s  ' 

s e e m s  t a l l e r  a t  th is  m o m e n t .  A nd the  S ta r  Spang led  B a n n e r  r a n g  ou t.
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A nd i f  an y b o d y  in  o u r  p a r ty  d id n ' t  g e t  g o o s e b u m p s ,  th ey  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  

u n c o n s c io u s .  H o m e ! ,I h a d  f e l t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  t h a t  w a y  in  A la s k a  - -  i t  i s  th e  

U n i te d  St a te s ; -  B u t  he r e  w e  a r e  r e a l l y  h o m e .  A nd the  g r e a t  t r i p  i s o v e r .  

T h e r e  w a s  q u i te  a  c ro w d .  L a t e r  the  p a p e r  s a id  5 , 0 0 0  —  m a n y  of them  

y o u n g s t e r s  m o s t l y  s qu e a l i ng a n d  h appy w av in g  f l a g s .  In  the  d i s t a n c e

a  fe w  b e a tn ik  s igns ._  _ .A nd^here  w a s  M a r g y  M c N a m a r a  w e a r i n g  h e r  - 

h u s b a n d ' s r a in c o a t  w h ic h  c a m e  to  h e r  a n k le s  a n d  a  h a t  m a d e  o u t  o f  a  fo ld e d

n e w s p a p e r  l ik e  a l l  the  c h i ld r e n  m a k e .  A nd m e  w ith  no ac h a t ,  l a u g h in g  b ig .  

A nd f a i t h fu l  V i r g in ia  R u s k  to m e e t  the  S ec r e tary.

H u b e r t  m a d e  a  w e lc o m e  h o m e  s p e e c h .  And th en  L y n d o n  r o s e .

B y  th is  t im e  th e  r a i n  w a s  r e a l l y  fa l l in g !  S om eone  h a n d e d  m e  a n  u m b r e l l a ,

. I  t r i e d  t o  h o ld  i t  ov e r  h im  a n d  d id  f o r  a w h i le .  A nd  th en  H u b e r t  to o k  i t  f r o m  me.

S p eak in g  of th e  M a n i la  C o nfe r e n c e  a n d  i t s  r e s u l t s ,  L y n d o n  s a id , ,

- ■ " H i s t o r y  w i l l  d e c id e .  No n e w  t r e a t i e s  w e r e  m a d e ,  no new c o m m i tm e n t s .   ̂

w e r e  o f f e re d ."  T h e  th e m e  of i t  w a s ,  " I  r e t u r n e d  m u c h  m o r e  c o n f id e n t  

a n d  m u c h  m o r e  h o p e fu l  than  w h en  I  l e f t . "  H e  to ld  th em  a b o u t  the  g r e a t  

v i t a l i t y  o f  the  n ew  A s ia ,  a n d  the u n i ty  o f  a l l  the C h ie f s  o f  S ta te  th a t  m e t  

a t  M a n i la .  T h e s e  N a t io n s  c o m b in e d  to ta l  n e a r l y  300 m i l l i o n  p e o p le .  He 

^  h a d  to  t e l l  a b o u t  h i s  v i s i t  to  o u r  troops , in  V i e t n a m . A nd h e r e  h e  w a s

e m o t i o n a l .  

-.1

d .
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T h e n  w e w e r e  in  the  c h o p p e r  a n d  h e a d e d  f o r  the  W hite  H o u se  

w h e r e  the  s ta f f  w a s  l in e d  up  on the  law n  in  s p i te  of the  l a s h in g  r a i n .

A nd  t h e r e  w a s  a  d oub le  r e c e iv in g  l in e  in  the D ip lo m a t ic  R e c e p t io n  R o o m  - -  

a n  e x c i t e d  w e lc o m e  f r o m  a l l  the  fo lk s  a t  h o m e ,  a n d  go o d b y es  th ro w n  o v e r  

m y  s h o u ld e r  to m y  fe l lo w  t r a v e l e r s .   . _

W e  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  to the  s e c o n d  f lo o r .  T h e  K in tn e r s  a n d  V ic k i  ,

a n d  S im o n  a n d  th e  H u m p h re y s  jo in e d  u s .  A nd  l a t e r  J a c k  a n d  M a r y  M a r g a r e t  

a n d  the  R o g e r  S te v e n s .  I t  w a s  n e a r l y  11 :00 w h en  w e h a d  d in n e r .  I h a v e  

. n o  c o n c e p t  o f  how  m a n y  h o u r s  h a d  e l a p s e d  s in c e  I  h a d  w a k e d  up  a t  6 :00  > 

in  the  H o te l  in  A n c h o ra g e .  I w a s  fiaxxHd p a s t  b e in g  t i r e d  a n d  w a s  s o r t  

'.'.of num b.-

I t  w a s  a f t e r  m id n ig h t  w hen  the g u e s t s  le f t ,  a n d  I  s a n k  to  s l e e p  in  

m y  own b e d  f e e l in g  l ik e  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to b e  t h e r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  w e e k .  ^


