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T u e sd ay , N ov em b er 8 t h - -  e le c tio n  day. I d id  n o t 

s le e p  a t a l l  th e  n igh t b e fo re . T u rn in g , to s s in g , w a itin g , a n g ry , 

f r u s t r a te d .  It had  noth ing  to  do w ith  th e  e le c tio n , bu t i s  som e 

- s o r t  o f vague  m a la is e  le f t  o v e r  f ro m  o u r 17 day t r i p  a ro u n d  ■

- , th e  w orld ,. My in te rn a l  c lo ck  h a s  gone askew and I d o n 't  know 

- w hen i t  is  t im e  to  get up o r  go to  bed . T h e re  a r e  a  s e r i e s  of

s m a ll ,  u n im p o rtan t a ilm e n ts  . L ife i s  a  d u ll p la te a u  - -  a  s o r t  

of a p e r io d  of a n t i - c l i m a x - -  th e  Autum n of Ou r Disc o n te n t. Not 

even  th e  H ill C o u n try  a ro u s e s  the e n th u s ia sm  i t  u su a lly  d o e s  in  

■ m e . T h e re  h a s  b een  no r a in  in  about 40 days,, an d it  i s  p a rc h e d  

. and  s e r e. T h e re  h a s  b een  a  v e r y  e a r ly  f ro s t .  I t  m u s t h av e  b e e n

V the  l a s t  of O ctober o r  th e  v e ry  f i r s t  of N o v em b er, and  the  a s t e r s  i

an d  go lden  d a is ie s  and go lden  ro d  a r e  a l l  gone.

' S ti l l  b e lie v in g  I h ad  n e v e r  gone to  s le e p  a t  a l l ,

■ L yndon  c a lle d  m e and sa id  ' 'L e t ’s go in  and  v o te . The p o lls  

- ; V ; o p e n  a t  sev en ." So we did, ro u s in g  P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l  '

O 'B r ie n  to  go w ith  u s , and  M r. C am p  - wh o i s  tak in g  S ax o n ’s p la c e  

and the four o f us d ro v e  in w ith  Lyndon a t the w h ee l, going by 

th e  p ro p o se d  p a r k  s ite  to  the P E C . T h e re , a t  th e  e a r ly  hou r of 

sev en , w as a l l  the P r e s s  bu t no t the E le c tio n  O ff ic ia ls . I t  se e m e d  

th e  P o l ls  w e re n 't  su p p o sed  to  open  u n til 8 a f te r  a l l ,  a lth o u g h  we 

h ad  in q u ire d  ju s t  the n ight b e fo re , and had  r e c e iv e d  the an sw e r  

7 o 'c lo c k .
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P r e t ty  soon the  n e c e s s a r y  o n es  show ed up, and  we w ent 

in to  th e  k itc h e n  of th e  P E C  to  v o te . The am en d m e n ts  w e re  

n u m e ro u s , la b o r io u s ly  c lo th e d  in  le g a l lan g u ag e , an d  i t  took  

m e  fo re v e r  to  f ig u re  th em  out, I  do n o t b e lie v e  m o s t peop le  

c a n  m a k e  a  c o n s id e re d  judgm en t on them .

On the  w ay ou t Lyndon h ad  an  im p ro m p tu  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e  

in  th e  Ibcxx lobby of th e  P E C . We d ro v e  by th e  l i t t le  p a r k  and 

th en  on  b a c k  hom e b y  the  R e a g a n  R anch . We show ed th e  d e e r  

and  the  ex o tic  a n im a ls  to  L a r r y  and M r. C am p.

A bout n in e - th ir ty  we p ick ed  up B a re fo o t S a n d e rs  a t  th e  

a i r s t r ip .  T h is  fa l l  a t  the L B J R anch  the  a i r p o r t  is  b u sy  w ith  

the  c o n s ta n t sh u ttlin g  to an d  f ro  of C ab in e t, C h ie fs  o f S taff, 

G o v e rn o rs , e m p lo y ee s  and  o u r own fo lk s . We d ro v e  up to  the 

to p -o f  the M a rtin  w h ere  th e  v iew  a l l  a ro u n c^  south  to  the  r iv e r ,  

w e s t to  S tonew all, e a s t  to  Jo h n so n  C ity , and  n o r th  to  low ly ing  

h i l l s ^  -if a lw ay s  b r in g s  a  l i t t le  lif t  to  m y  h e a r t .  A nd th e  S e c re t  

S e rv ic e  b ro u g h t u s  som e co ffee , and w e co n tin u ed  d r iv in g  a ro u n d  

th e  M a rtin  and  th e D anz 7'^anS^’f^^ b a c k  to  th e  h o u se , w h e re  

Lyndon h ad  in v ited  the P r e s s  to  jo in  h im  along w ith  G eo rg e  

C h r is t ia n  an d  T om  Jo h n so n .
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T h is  w as m y  s ig n a l to  go b a c k  to  b ed . A s le e p le s s  n ight 

le a v e s  m e u s e le s s  fo r  the day . I  r e a d  and dozed  a  l i t t le ,  and  

in  g e n e ra l  w a s te d  tim e  -  th e  m o s t d e p lo re d  th in g  in  th e  w o rld  

t o  m e .

I t  w as n o t u n til 6 o ' c lo c k  th a t I  got up and p u t on  s la c k s  

and  w en t in to  th e liv ing  ro o m  to  jo in  th e  M o u rsu n d s and the 

T h o rn b e r ry s ,  J e s s e  and  the  K rim s  and h e r  f a th e r ,  M r. Galland  / )  

an d  P a t  and L u c i. ; L ynda w a s  th e re  and  the  D ea th es  cam e  fo r  ; 

d in n e r , and we w e re  a  b ig  ta b le  fu ll, bu t l i t t le  c o n v e rsa tio n  

b e c a u s e the TV  w as going loudly  w ith  the  e le c tio n  r e s u l t s ,  a l l  

o f w h ich  p ro v e d  a t  an  e a r ly  h o u r to  be bad . /  *

O ddly enough, tw o of th o se  I w as gladdes t about w e re  

R ep u b lican s  - -  N e lso n  R o c k e fe lle r  of New Y ork  and  W in th rop

R ockefeller o f A rkan s a s .  T h e re  w e re  fo r m e p e r s o n a l  r e g r e t s  ------

P a t  B ro w n  in  C a lifo rn ia  and  M o rr iso n  in  N e b ra sk a ^  and  the

lo sse s  in  the  H ouse in  the  l a s t  25 y e a r s  , I  am  to ld , a r e  abou t

40 , w e re  th is  tim e  47, and I b e liev e  th a t  i s  b e c a u se  w e have

b e e n  bo ld , have ac ted , hav e  re a c h e d  fo rw a rd , and  i t  w ill  tak e
V \ .  ' • S om ew hat :

the co u n try  a  w hile  to  d ig e s t w hat we have d one  like  B r e r  R ab b it

in  th e  B r ia r  p a tc h  I  k ep t on re m e m b e rin g  the  v e ry  happy , and

I  th in k  v e ry  u se fu l^ p a rt o f L y n d o n 's  life  w as  w hen he  w as

M a jo r ity  L e a d e r  u n d er E ise n h o w e r w ith  a  v e ry  s lim  m a jo r i ty

and  i t  p ro v e d  r a th e r  w o rk ab le  - -  m ay b e  b e t te r  th a n  a  b ig  one

w ould have b ee n .
.........
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T h e b ad  th ing  i s  I  know th e  P r e s s  w ill u se  th is  a s  a  s t ic k  

to  b e a t  h im  o v e r  the  h ea d  w ith , and in te rn a tio n a lly  it  w ill look 

bad.

I  w ent to  b ed  e a r ly  b u t I th in k  s o m e  of the  g u e s ts  s tay ed  

up u n til  one o r  two o ' c lo c k  fo r  th e  la s t  r e p o r ts .


